
What Janelle Dunn 
and Kay Cooper want for 
Christmas won’t fit into a 
stocking, but it would be 
the gift that keeps on giv-
ing for hundreds of  Bry-
an County seniors. They 
need an automatic trans-
mission for the truck they 
use to deliver meals to 
homebound seniors for 
the Southern Oklahoma 
Nutrition Program.

Cooper is assistant 

director for SONP and 
Dunn is site director for 
the program’s Durant of-
fice. Usually Dunn, or a 
volunteer, would deliver 
meals in the program’s 
specially equipped Chev-
rolet pickup truck. The 
vehicle has a special body 
with a warming compart-
ment and a refrigerated 
compartment. However, 
the truck’s transmission 
failed on Nov. 13 and it’s 
been sitting at Cole’s Ga-
rage on First Avenue in 
Durant. And that is where 

it will stay until the pro-
gram pony’s up $3,700 to 
replace the transmission.

“Since then our site 
manager (Dunn) has been 
delivering meals in her 
personal vehicle,” Cooper 
said. “This is doable but 
it’s not doable forever.”

Cooper said each of  the 
program’s 14 sites has a 
truck to deliver meals. 
The oldest trucks are 1999 
models, the newest ones 
were made in 2005. The 
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But be sure to fear the 
LORD and serve him 
faithfully with all your 
heart; consider what 
great things he has 

done for you.
1 Samuel 12:24

Today
The 41st annual 

Calera Christmas Parade 
will be held at 7 p.m. 
today. The line up 
will be on the service 
road near Cherokee 
Telephone Company 
facing north. The pa-
rade will travel north 
up the service road 
and turn on Washing-
ton and travel down 
McKinley toward the 
fire department. There 
will be trophies given 
for the Best Individual 
Entry, Best Group and 
one to the Fireman’s 
Choice. Santa will be 
at the fire station after 
the parade.

Dec. 10
Bryan County Rural 

Water District No. 2 
Board meets at 5:30 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 10 at 
the district office, 9077 
W. Highway 70.

Dec. 13
The GFWC Fortnightly 

Club of Durant will be 
hosting their Annual 
Christmas Tea on 
Thursday, Dec. 13 from 
3:30-6:00. The tea will 
be in the home of Mrs. 
Sean Burrage located 
at 927 Crooked Oak 
Drive in Durant.

Dec. 14
The Durant Choctaw 

Seniors are having a 
garage sale from 8 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 14 at the White 
Buffalo Thrift Store 
Barn located at the 
Choctaw Community 
Center, 2746 Big Lots 
Parkway.

Ongoing
Clothes Closet First 

Baptist Church hosts 
a free clothes closet 
for anyone in need of  
clothing. The closet 
features, shoes, coats 
and other types of  
clean, serviceable 
clothing. The closet 
is at 217 N. 2nd St. 
in Durant across 
from the church. It 
is open the second 
Friday of  each month 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The closet accepts 
donations from 9 a.m. 
to noon each Wednes-
day.

Child Find is a 
search for all chil-
dren with disabilities 
who are not receiving 
a free, appropriate, 
public education. 
This applies to 
children between 
the ages of  birth and 
twenty-one years of  
age, who have not yet 
graduated from high 
school. Caddo Public 
Schools offers full 
educational opportu-
nities for all students. 
If  you suspect your 
child may have a dis-
ability, or know of  a 
child with a disability 
who is not receiving a 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Makeover 
show to 
announce 
finalists 
on Dec. 11
Durant will learn its 
chances for online 
business show
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 

Durant residents have been inundating so-
cial media with positive messages and imag-
es in an effort to get the city ranked among 
the top 10 contenders for the Internet televi-
sion program, “Small Business Revolution – 
Main Street.” Stephanie Gardner, executive 
director of  Durant Main Street encourages 
everyone to keep the momentum going.

“I’m optimistic that we can make the top 
10, our community has really come out,” 
Gardner said. “But there are other cities that 
have tons of  comments out there. We defi-
nitely have some competition.”

Producers say they will announce the top 
ten on their Facebook page next Tuesday at 
noon Central Standard Time. They will then 
arrange two-day visits to each of  the top 10 
cities to get a feel for the community and 
its business and civic leaders. According to 
Gardner, these visits will be the first oppor-
tunity for producers to put a human face 
on the communities they’ve been following 
on social media. She said it’s important for 
whomever is visited to be as upfront and pos-
itive as possible.

The program is preparing for its fourth 
season. Gardner, an avid viewer of  the show, 
filled out the initial application, along with 
12,000 other community representatives, and 
waited. In late October she received a tele-
phone call from show host Amanda Brink-
man, chief  brand and communications offi-
cer for Deluxe Corporation, which produces 
the program. Brinkman told her that Durant 
was among the cities being considered.

Gardner said that up to 40 Durant busi-
nesses have applied to be part of  the show. 
She encouraged any business in Durant, 
whether it’s located downtown or not, to 
make its pitch.

“It’s a huge opportunity for our whole 
city,” she said.

Gardner has been in touch with the pro-
ducers throughout the process. She said 
they have been very professional, polite and 
encouraging, but they have been careful not 
to give her any clue of  Durant’s chances to 
make it into the top 10.

Teddy Bear Toss

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

The second annual 
Teddy Bear Toss 

was held Thursday 
evening during half 
time of the South-

eastern Women’s 
Basketball game at 

Bloomer Sullivan 
Arena. Fans who 
brought stuffed 

animals to throw 
onto the court 

received free 
admission. The 

stuffed animals 
will be donated 

to Children’s 
Medical Center in 
Plano, Texas. The 

men and women’s 
basketball teams 

won games against 
Southern Nazarene 

University. See 
stories and photos 

on sports page.

Meals need repair to wheels
Nutrition program’s truck has transmission issues
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat
The Southern Oklahoma Nutrition Program needs $3,700 to 
get this truck out of the repair yard and back on the road.

SEE MAKEOVER, PAGE 2

SEE MEALS, PAGE 2

SEE EVENTS, PAGE 2

Achille councilman arrested
STAFF REPORT

Another Achille city 
council member has been 
arrested for suspicion of  
drug violations and the 
Bryan County District At-
torney’s Office is review-
ing the report to determine 
charges.

Fifty-eight-year-old Lynn 
Chambers was among five 
arrested during a drug raid 
earlier this week where po-
lice said they discovered a 
large amount of  metham-
phetamine.

The District Attorney’s 
Office said Friday after-
noon the report is under re-
view to determine charges.

Chambers is the second 
member of  Achille Coun-
cil to be arrested for drug 
violations. In October, 
41-year-old David North-
cutt, the Achille mayor, 
was charged with felony 
first-degree burglary and 
misdemeanor charges of  
possession of  metham-
phetamine and drug para-
phernalia.

According to a court 
document, Northcutt and 
19-year-old Joshua David 
Doughty of  Achille entered 
a Calera home through the 
front door. They left af-
ter being told to leave and 
the homeowner grabbed 
a shotgun and followed 

them.
At the time of  the ar-

rests, Calera Police Police 
found a substance that 
tested positive for meth-
amphetamine and several 
hypodermic syringes, the 
report stated. Northcutt 
bonded out of  jail and has 
a hearing set Dec. 12.

Chambers has also been 
released. In 2010 when 
he was mayor of  Achille, 
Chambers was charged 
with embezzlement in 
connection with a home 
remodeling business he 
owned and operated.

A jury found him not 
guilty during a trial the fol-
lowing year.



Daniel F. Berkant 
II, a cherished family 
member, and resident 
of  Durant, Oklahoma 
left this life in Durant on 
December 3rd, 2018 at the 
age of  59. Family hour 
will be held from 12:00 
PM-1:00 PM on Saturday 
December 8th, 2018 at the 
Holmes~Coffey~Murray 
Chapel in Durant, Okla-
homa. A celebration of  
his life will follow at 1:00 
PM with Father James 
Blagg officiating. Burial 
will follow at the High-
land Cemetery.

Daniel took pride in his 
job as a finish carpenter. 
He enjoyed the quiet sol-
itude of  fishing, and took 
joy in playing his guitar, 
and piano. Daniel was 
an avid Denver Bronco 
fan who was lovingly 

called “Denver Dan” by 
those who knew him. He 
was a saint, a clown, a 
gentleman, a genius, and 
a rebel all rolled into one 
person.

Mr. Berkant’s surviv-
ing loved ones are; moth-
er, Helen Berkant of  San 
Antonio, Texas; sisters, 
Diana Davault of  Alba, 
Texas, Brenda Woolfolk 
of  Colorado Spring, Col-

orado, Annette Huber of  
Dayton, Ohio, and Janet 
Anderson of Midlothian, 
Texas; sons, Daniel 
Berkant III of  Ft. Worth, 
Texas and Stephen Ber-
kant of  Ft. Worth, Texas; 
Daniel is also survived 
by numerous cherished 
nieces and nephews. Mr. 
Berkant was preceded 
in death by his father, 
Daniel Berkant.

In lieu of  flowers the 
family suggest donations 
be made to the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 223 N. 
5th, Durant, Oklahoma 
74701

Please go to our web-
site www.holmescoffey-
murray.com to offer 
condolences to his family.
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Valerie buys new shoes every year 

with the cash she saves from quitting 

tobacco. Saving money is a big 

motivation to quit tobacco.  

What’s yours?

The Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline offers 

FREE services such as:

 - Customized Quit Plans

 - Supportive quit coaching

 - A two-week supply of patches,  

gum or lozenges and more

Give Up Tobacco  
And Keep Money  
In Your Wallet

LOZENGES

NO JUDGMENTS.
JUST HELP.

If you’re thinking about quitting, call 1-800-QUIT NOW. 

DANIEL F. BERKANT II 

OBITUARIES

free, appropriate, public 
education, please contact 
Caddo Public Schools.

Big Five Head Start is a 
free child development 
program designed to 
meet the needs of  3-and-4 
year-old children. Eligi-
bility is determined by 
the child’s age and family 
income based on the 2018 
Family Income Guide-
lines. Ten percent of  
enrollment must be made 
available to children with 
disabilities. Heath screen-
ings and transportation 
is provided for qualifying 
children. For more infor-
mation, call 924-7404 or 
924-5331. Applications are 
available at Jackie Wat-
son Child Development 
Center, 3725 W. Arkansas 
St. and 1502 N. First Ave.

Durant Masonic Lodge 
No. 45 holds its breakfast 
on the third Saturday 
of  each month from 6:30 
a.m. until 10 a.m. at the 

lodge on the corner of  
Gates and University. 
Cost is $5 per plate.

The Disabled American Vet-
erans, “DAV” has five cer-
tified Service Officers that 
are located in the VFW 
post at 123 S 2nd Ave here 
in Durant. These service 
officers attend training 
and get recertified each 
year. The purpose of  the 
certification is to be sure 
all the service officers are 
current on all new forms 
and procedures that are 
necessary to file claims 
for Veterans and their 
families. The hours are 
11 am to 3 pm Monday 
through Friday. If  it is not 
possible for the veteran 
to make these hours due 
to work or what ever we 
will do appointments. 
Just call the Commander, 
Don “Pappy” Papin at 
580 634 2905 and set up an 
appointment.

The Bryan County Mag-
nolia Garden Club monthly 
third-Monday morning 
meetings convene in the 
homes of  different mem-

bers each month from 
September through May. 
Times of  meetings will be 
posted in advance.

The Hendrix Community 
Center has a game night 
from 5-7 p.m. the first 
Saturday of  each month.

The Lighthouse of Colbert 
will have a gospel singing 
at 7 p.m. the second Fri-
day of  each month. The 
church is located at 346 
Somers Ave. south of  the 
post office.

New Horizon Fellowship’s 
temporary location is 383 
Bushnell Lane in Durant. 
Services soon will begin 
at the permanent address 
of  501 S. First St. in 
Calera. Worship times: 
Sunday school 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m., and Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.

Reynolds Chapel Baptist 
Church hosts a singing at 
7 p.m. the third Saturday 
of  the month. Bible study 
will be at 6 p.m. on the 
first and third Wednes-
days.

A Christ-centered 12-step 

meeting for men will be 
6-8 p.m. Wednesdays at 
Durant First Baptist 
Church, Room 207. For 
information, call (580) 
924-3574.

Bryan County Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 
is conducting ongoing 
volunteer training. 
Contact Betty Colclazier 
or Carolyn Thompson at 
(580) 924-0564 for CASA 
details. Flexible training 
schedule available.

“DivorceCare,” a di-
vorce-recovery seminar 
and support group, is a 
13-week series conducted 
at First Baptist Church, 
124 W. Evergreen St., 
Durant. The ministry 
remains open, so people 
may attend as they have 
need. Weekly sessions are 

6-7:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
in Room 210. There is no 
obligation to attend First 
Baptist or any church 
to participate in this 
seminar/support group. 
All persons in the area 
who are experiencing 
separation or divorce or 
have experienced divorce 
years ago are encouraged 
to attend. For informa-
tion about DivorceCare 
or to pre- register, call the 
church at 924-3573, Kath-
erine Brown at 924-1472, 
or e-mail kmbrown740@ 
simplynet.net. Visit www.
divorcecare.org or www.
dc4k.org to learn more.

The Democratic Party of 
Bryan County meets at 6 
p.m. the first Tuesday of  
the month in the small 
dining room of Roma 

Italian Restaurant in Du-
rant. Meetings are open 
to the public.

The Bryan County Feder-
ation of Democratic Women 
meets the third Tuesday 
of  each month at noon 
in the small dining room 
of Roma Restaurant in 
Durant. The meetings 
feature guest speakers 
and discussions of  cur-
rent events. Both women 
and men are welcome to 
the meetings.

Mead Community Center 
serves lunch 12-1 p.m. 
Tuesdays-Thursdays. 
Cost is $4. Caddo Commu-
nity Association meets at 
6 p.m. the second Monday 
of each month at the Indi-
an Territory Museum and 
Library. New members 
always welcome.

EVENTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

high-mileage vehicles 
have a host of  mainte-
nance issues and the pro-
gram deals with them as 
they come. The program’s 
focus is on food and that 
makes it difficult to cover 
repair bills, especially for 
big ticket items.

“(The truck) could use 
other repairs, but this is 
the most pressing,” Dunn 
said.

The women are hop-
ing a local business, civ-
ic group, group of con-
cerned citizens or some 
other organization would 
be willing to help raise 
the money for the trans-
mission. They point out 
that anyone who helps the 
program is really helping 
their neighbors.

“Anything anyone can 
do to help would be tre-
mendously appreciated 
by more than just us,” 
Cooper said. “There are 
all the people in our pro-
gram.”

Dunn said the Durant 
office serves communities 
all over Bryan County. 
The center delivers one 
hot meal and two “shelf-
ready meals” to persons 
who are 60 years or old-
er and determined to be 
homebound. The meals 
are delivered Monday 
through Friday. The Du-
rant office delivers an av-
erage of  2,000 meals per 
month.

“That truck serves the 
bulk of  them,” Dunn said.

In addition, the pro-
gram serves a group meal 
at noon Monday through 
Friday at the center’s 
office, 301 16th Street in 

Durant. During the meal 
seniors can enjoy a hot 
meal while they social-
ize with their friends and 
neighbors. Cooper said 
the group meal is open to 
anyone over 60-years-old. 
While they accept dona-
tions, Cooper said there is 
no payment required.

“No one is turned 
away,” she said.

Those who want meals 
delivered in Bryan Coun-
ty should call the Durant 
office. The program will 
contact Big Five Commu-
nity services which will 
assess the applicant. If  
the person is determined 
to be homebound, they 
will be placed on the de-
livery schedule.

For information or to 
donate stop by the Durant 
Nutrition program office 
at 301 N. 16th in Durant, 
or call (580)924-6247.

MEALS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“They are super nice, 
but they have been play-
ing this very close to the 
vest,” Gardner said.

“We encourage all 
small businesses to apply. 
It’s a huge opportunity for 
our whole city,” Gardner 
said.

After the site visits, the 
producers will select five 

finalists in February. The 
winner will be selected by 
a national online vote. In 
the winning city, six lo-
cal businesses are given 
makeovers. 

The idea is to address 
specific challenges to help 
make the community 
more economically via-
ble. The show will spend 
up to $500,000 in the town 
that is chosen.

Regardless of  whether 
Durant is selected, Gard-

ner said the process has 
already borne positive 
fruit in the city. She said 
people are pointing out 
all the good things they 
see in Durant. The small 
business community is 
pulling together and sup-
porting one another more 
than they did before.

“I hope that’s a byprod-
uct of  the whole process 
that continues even af-
ter this is over,” Gardner 
said.

MAKEOVER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



Oklahoma’s economy 
has long relied on oil and 
natural gas. Fourteen 
percent of  total household 
earnings came from oil 
and gas activity in 2014, 
according to the research 
firm RegionTrack. The 
oil and gas industry also 
increased its share of  
total state gross domestic 
product (GDP) to a peak of  
15.04 percent. As oil and 
gas prices plummeted, 
that share has dropped 
to 8.04 percent in 2016, 
according to the most 
recent available data. As 
such a large share of  the 
state economy, the oil and 
gas industry also has a 
significant impact on state 
revenues.

The charts show oil 
and natural gas prices 
for Oklahoma compared 
with state tax apportion-
ment totals (the amount 
of  money the Oklahoma 
Tax Commission deposits 
into various state funds 
or remits to counties and 
cities). 

As the charts show, 
these commodity prices 
have a correlation with 
state tax collections with 
a period of  lag time before 
the price changes begin 
to affect tax collections. 
As oil and gas prices rise, 
so too do tax collections. 
Likewise, collections fall 
when prices fall.

From fiscal year 1998 
to 2000, oil and gas prices 
rose (119 percent and 37 

percent, respectively) 
while tax collections grew 
9 percent. When prices 
fell, a decline began in 
state tax collections, drop-
ping 8 percent from fiscal 
year 2001 to 2003. Oil and 
gas prices then steadily 
began to climb to a peak 
in 2008, with oil at $115 a 
barrel and natural gas at 
$15.57 per thousand cubic 
feet. 

During that time, tax 
collections grew by 44 per-
cent. During the great re-
cession, oil prices plunged 
40 percent. Tax collections 
bottomed out in 2010, 
falling 16 percent. As the 
economy began to recover, 
there was again a stretch 
of  rising oil and gas prices 

until 2015 when the recent 
drop in oil and gas prices 
began. This resulted in 
tax collections falling 10 
percent from $8.7 billion 
to $7.9 billion.

As I have mentioned 
before, volatile revenue 
sources make budgeting 
difficult. Relying heavily 
on the oil and gas indus-
try can lead to the sizable 
growth reflected in the 
current state economy. It 
can also become a serious 
drag on the state, like 
what was experienced 
over the last few fiscal 
years. 

Stabilizing tax collec-
tions would reduce the 
chance of  severe budget 
shortfalls or surpluses. 

This, in turn, would lower 
the call for short-term 
solutions via quick tax 
increases in bad times 
or expanding crony tax 
incentives in good times. 
A long-term approach that 
sets Oklahoma on a path 
towards a more diversified 
economy and tax base will 
give all Oklahoma tax-
payers and businesses a 
better chance to prosper.

Curtis Shelton currently serves 
as a policy research fellow for 
OCPA with a focus on fiscal pol-
icy. Curtis graduated Oklahoma 
State University in 2016 with 
a Bachelors of Arts in Finance. 
Previously, he served as a sum-
mer intern at OCPA and spent 
time as a staff accountant for 
Sutherland Global Services.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2018 3DURANTDEMOCRAT.COM

FORUM GUIDELINES
Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor are encouraged and must 
include the author’s name, mailing address and 
daytime telephone number. The name and city of 
residence will be used if the letter is used in print or 
online. Addresses and phone numbers will not be 
published. Letters have a 250-word limit. Letters 
may be edited for length, style and grammar. Send 
to opinion@durantdemocrat.com. Mail. to Letters to 
the Editor, 200 W. Beech, Durant, OK. 74701.

Forum column submissions
The purpose of an opinion page is to serve as a 

catalyst for discussion and debate in the community. 
Therefore, one of the Durant Democrat’s objectives 
is to be a forum for that discussion and debate. Here 
are the Democrat’s guidelines for opinion articles 
submitted for publication on our Forum page:

1. Opinions should be about local policy issues or 
state issues with a strong local tie. We do not consid-
er national issues with no clear local tie.

2. They should be debatable, taking a position 
that some but not all would agree with.

3. They should not be in direct response to 
previous columns, letters to the editor or editorials. 
Those should be sent as a letter to the editor.

4. They should come from local authors who are 
knowledgeable or offer a unique perspective.

5. They should be no more than 600 words.
6. They cannot endorse political candidates or 

commercial products. We do allow for submissions 
stating support for non-partisan ballot questions.

7. We do not publish items that have been 
published elsewhere or submitted for publication 
elsewhere.

8. They cannot be libelous, incendiary or offensive 
to broad portions of our readership. Submissions 
that contain personal attacks will not be published.

These are guidelines and not rigid rules. In rare 
circumstances, some exceptions may be warranted. 
The Durant Democrat reserves the right to refuse to 
publish any submission for any reason.

EDITORIAL

The future is calling
Let’s be 
ready to 
answer

Bryan County and the 
City of  Durant stand on a 
threshold. We can embrace 
the future, or we can stub-
bornly hold onto the past.

In 2002, a marketing 
professional speaking to a 
group of  teachers in Texas 
City, Texas, made a predic-
tion about computers. At 
that time the newest cell 
phone gimmick was tex-
ting. In fact, it was so new 
that using the word “text” 
as a verb was not a thing.

Nokia was the most pop-
ular brand of  cell phone.

Based on research he 
had done, he predicted that 
within 10 years the average 
personal computer would 
cost less than $1,000 and be 
the size of  a Rubik’s Cube.

On June 29, 2005, the 
first iPhone was intro-
duced to the U.S. market. 
Basically, a handheld 
computer that you can 
make telephone calls with, 
that first smartphone was 
a sensation. Less than 15 
years later, Apple consid-
ers that first iPhone so 
obsolete it doesn’t even 
service or carry parts for 
it anymore. Communica-
tions has progressed and 
changed faster than just 
about any other form of  
technology. No one wants 
to go back to bag phones.

But when it comes to 
economic development, 
there are those in Durant 
who appear to be pining 
away for the horse and 
buggy.

Waves of  progress are 
washing over our com-

munity. They bring new 
industry, new job oppor-
tunities, new prospects 
for prosperity. The city 
is experiencing growth 
that is the envy of  larger 
cities in the state. Yet, we 
are told by some leaders 
that it’s all too much. We 
don’t need to attract new 
business. We need to stand 
on the threshold and block 
the progress from entering 
our community.

They point out that 
progress brings new chal-
lenges along with bene-
fits. Like the cell phone 
addiction and isolation 
that came with our beloved 
handheld computers, prog-
ress brings demands on 
the city’s infrastructure. 
Social issues like increased 
homelessness, a shrink-
ing labor pool, crime and 
substance abuse demand 
our attention.

The temptation is to 
demand that the ride stop. 
But that’s not really an 
option. Too much of  this 
is out of  our hands. Like 

pre-tsunami waves, the fu-
ture is washing over Bryan 
County. We can’t afford to 
ignore them.

We have relatively in-
expensive land. We have a 
business-friendly state and 
we have industries that 
see the benefits of  doing 
business in Oklahoma. All 
around us are municipali-
ties that will welcome new 
business. If  we do nothing, 
those new businesses 
will flow around us like 
sea water washing over a 
cardboard seawall and set 
up shop elsewhere. As we 
caress our beloved Nokias, 
the newest smartphones 
will ring all around us.

In the past couple of  
weeks, Durant’s small 
business community 
and its supporters have 
been highlighting all that 
is right with Durant on 
social media in an effort to 
secure the city a spot on a 
business makeover show. 
The social media posts 
show a community ready 
for innovation and prog-

ress. Entrepreneurs and 
civic leaders look at Du-
rant and see possibilities 
just beneath the challeng-
es. Those are the leaders 
we need. They are men 
and women who know the 
future is coming and that 
Durant will never be the 
same city it was. But they 
see that as the positive 
growth that it is.

They don’t just see a city 
changing, they see a city 
growing. They don’t see 
the death of  a community, 
they see the sprouting of  a 
new community from the 
established roots of  a town 
built by visionaries who 
who came before them. 
They don’t relish the de-
struction of  the past, they 
celebrate the continuation 
of  principles and ideals 
that made Durant great. 
They see the chance to 
make it even greater.

As Durant stands on 
this threshold that ringing 
we hear is the future is 
calling. Let’s not answer it 
with flip phone technology.

With the right leadership philosophy Durant will continue to lead in jobs, prosperity.

CORRECTION
The headline over Marion Hill’s column 

on the Dec. 1, 2018 Forum page, “Climate 
change is not a global problem,” was in-
correct. Information to clarify the headline 
was inadvertently omitted resulting in the 
incorrect headline. As Hill stated in her 
column, she sees climate change as a very 
serious global problem.

Shop local, 
Give local
BY BRIDGET YOUNGBLOOD 
AND HOLLY GERARD 

This Christmas season has brought upon 
Durant a heightened sense of  community 
with the renewed energy to support local 
businesses, especially during this season of  
giving. At a time when shoppers and givers 
have access to so many world-wide options 
through the internet, it is easy to overlook 
the value of  connectedness and other 
far-reaching benefits of  engaging locally, 
including the non-profit organizations we 
choose to support.

In the spirit of  the local emphasis this 
Christmas, it seems fitting to highlight 
worthy local charities who are making a 
positive, lasting impact on the lives of  our 
neighbors here locally. The Pregnancy 
Center of  Bryan County is one example of  
non-profits who has brought value to our 
community since its inception in 2001. A 
passionate group of Durant citizens recog-
nized the need for pregnant women to have 
a place for safe, free, and confidential sup-
port, so they worked hard to establish the 
foundational beginning of  The Pregnancy 
Center of  Bryan County. From there, the 
supportive and generous community of  
donors took over the financial funding of  
the ministry, allowing the staff  to serve 
the men and women of Durant for the past 
17 years. To this day, the center receives 
no government funding – a status that 
protects our freedom to share with clients 
the good news of  Jesus Christ – making it 
solely funded by individuals and business-
es right here in Durant.

The Pregnancy Center offers many 
forms of support for expectant moms and 
dads, but it was founded on its main focus – 
supporting women during the fragile days 
of  discovering an unplanned pregnancy 
when she must decide as to how she will 
respond. This can be a frightening and 
confusing time for a young woman, so it is 
very important that she receives uncon-
ditional support and factual information 
as she makes her decision. Clients receive 
a free pregnancy test, free sonogram, and 
free counsel from trained advocates. The 
Pregnancy Center is a pro-life organiza-
tion, always praying that clients choose life 
for their babies, but recognize that the de-
cision lies with the expectant mother, and 
the Pregnancy Center’s role is to provide 
her with support and facts. All pregnant 
clients are offered support and educational 
opportunities during and after her preg-
nancy. Clients can receive diapers, wipes, 
baby clothing and car seats as rewards for 
attending their educational classes led by 
trained client volunteers. The Pregnancy 
Center of  Bryan County, located at 308 N. 
2ndAvenue in Durant also offers post-abor-
tion counseling, parenting classes, and 
STD testing and treatment.

So far in 2018, the center has performed 
103 pregnancy tests and 48 sonograms and 
has had 407 visits to their on-site mommy 
market, where clients receive diapers and 
other rewards for completing classes. The 
Center has also had the opportunity to 
share the important message of  abstinence 
until marriage to 28 STD clients we have 
served this year.Boom and bust

Oil and gas prices push and pull state tax collections
BY CURTIS SHELTON
Oklahoma Council on  
Public Affairs 

SEE LOCAL, PAGE 1 0
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Dear Annie: I 
have a sibling who 
struggles with an 
eating disorder. I 
give her constant 
love and support 
and do everything I 
can to help her. I’ve 
heard that Thanks-
giving and Christ-
mas pose challeng-
es for people with 
eating disorders, as people 
are expected — and even 
pressured — to eat more 
than usual. How can I help 
my sister feel calmer on 
such food-centric holidays? 
I want to make the season 
happy for her. 

— Supportive Sibling
Dear Supportive Sibling: 

Your signature says it all. 
Support, love and patience 
are exactly what your sis-
ter needs. Having concern 
is one of  the most impor-
tant things you can do for 
her. Tell her that you are 

sensitive to the fact 
that Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas 
sit-down meals will 
pose a challenge. 
Sometimes the very 
acknowledgment of  
someone’s feelings 
can make all the 
difference.

Maybe you could 
establish a safe 

word with her at the table. 
For example, if  she starts 
to feel uncomfortable or if  
a guest comments on how 
much or how little she is 
eating, she could start talk-
ing about the weather. It 
would not only change the 
subject after an insensi-
tive comment but also clue 
you in to the fact that she’s 
feeling uncomfortable. You 
could help her carry the 
conversation forward.

Dear Annie: I’d like to 
respond to the letter from 
“Confused at the Counter.” 

You were so right that 
servers make their living 
on tips. I am through col-
lege and no longer have to 
depend on tips to live.

“Confused at the Coun-
ter” was confused about 
why there’s a tip line on 
one’s receipt while getting 
takeout. The person at the 
takeout counter takes your 
call and then proceeds to 
put together your order, 
the same as a server would 
for someone dining in. 
This person makes sure all 
your requested extras are 
there, makes your salad, 
etc. Basically, this person 
does the same job as a 
server at a table; there are 
just no refills on your tea, 
because you leave.

This job is very difficult 
because people don’t tip. 
They think that their food 
magically gets in to-go 
boxes and that all the extra 
ranch and hot sauces hop 

in for a free ride!
I had four nurses who 

worked the night shift reg-
ularly call a few minutes 
before closing and order 
huge takeout orders to 
sustain them through the 
night. I would have to get 
everything back out, and 
the cooks would grumble. 
One of  the nurses would 
swing in, grab the to-go 
bags, pay and leave no tip, 
and we were all late on 
closing. I’m very thankful 
I don’t have to do that job 
anymore. I hope “Confused 
at the Counter” under-
stands and knows that I 
always tip! 

— Former Food Worker
Dear Former Food 

Worker: I’ll definitely be 
thinking of  your anecdote 
the next time I’m filling 
out the tip line on a receipt 
for a to-go order. Thanks 
for sharing your experi-
ence.

ASK
ANNIE
Advice

Having an eating disorder during the holidays

BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

MUTTS

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

HI AND LOIS

MARVIN

By Dean Young and John Marshall

By Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

By Patrick McDonnell

By Chris Browne

Written by Brian & Greg Walker; Drawn by Chance Brown

By Tom Armstrong

Today’s Answer

BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU By Dave Green
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Today’s Solution

THE FAMILY CIRCUS
By Bill and Jeff KeaneDENNIS THE MENACE

Hank Ketcham’s THE LOCKHORNS
By Bunny Hoest & John Reiner

CRYPTOQUOTE

CRYPTOQUOTE ANSWER:Never underestimate the power of jealousy and the power of 
envy to destroy. — Oliver Stone
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ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
HHHH You’ll respond to a 
request. While off doing er-
rands or visiting a friend, buy a 
lottery ticket. The unexpected 
can occur around money and 
funds in general. Tonight: Busy 
with holiday fun.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
HHH You might decide to 
make a phone call to someone 
you rarely speak to. Not only 
does this conversation give 
you a sense of well-being, it 
also allows your imagination 
to change scenarios and top-

ics. Tonight: At a favorite place 
with loved ones.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHHH You know you have 
no reason to complain. Others 
seek you out. A loved one’s 
mood often gets to you. Either 
go out or do something that 
will help you move past this 
person’s issue. Tonight: With 
your favorite person. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHH If you need time to 
bake, wrap presents or ad-
dress holiday cards, put other 
tasks on the back burner for 
now. Invite a loved one to join 
you. Tonight: Consider adding 
to your holiday decorations.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
HHH You manage to 
squeeze nearly every good 
moment out of life that you 
can. It’s no surprise that you 
might be dragging. Stop. Do 
everyone a favor and take 
care of yourself. Schedule a 
massage, take a nap — you 
know what works. Tonight: 
Grab a favorite dessert on the 
way home.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

HHHH You tend to be overly 
serious with a key person in 
your life. This person might 
love all of the attention you 
are giving him or her. A call 
that involves travel is likely 
to result in plans for the two 
of you. Be sure that you both 
want to participate in this. To-
night: Hang some mistletoe.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
HHHH You always make 
family a high priority. You 
might not understand why 
one of your family members 
seems irritated with you. 
What this person seems to 
be projecting onto you could 
have nothing to do with you. 
Tonight: Time for eggnog.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHHHH Return important 
calls quickly before solidifying 
your plans. You might find that 
you want to do something 
totally different. Visit with oth-
ers, or perhaps go off and get 
into a beloved winter sport. To-
night: Reach out to a neighbor 
or relative.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) 

HHH Before you make plans, 
take an hour or so to go over 
your budget, balance your 
checkbook and make sure you 
have paid your bills. Only then 
can you go out and get tickets 
to a holiday event. Tonight: 
Meet up with a relative.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)
HHHH Others might wonder 
where this sudden abundant 
energy is coming from, 
considering how you were 
yesterday. You are an excellent 
example of what R and R can 
do for someone. Knowing that 
the world is your oyster, make 
plans that will delight you. 
Tonight: Out late.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18)
HHH You easily could catch 
a case of the bah-humbugs. 
What can you do to avoid 
being such a grump? Only 
you know what works best for 
you. Go off and do just that. 
Tonight: Share a secret with a 
loved one. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20)

HHHH Perhaps you are 
aware of how down a friend 
tends to get around the holi-

days. You often commiserate 
with this person, yet it does 
not help. Perhaps change the 

HOROSCOPES

WORD SLEUTH ANSWERS:

Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/01/2018 and 
12/08/2018.
ALIAS NOTICE OF SHER-
IFF’S SALE
Case No. CJ-2017-186
TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
AND TO PERSONS OR OTH-
ER ENTITIES AND THEIR 
UNKNOWN SUCCESSORS 
HAVING AN INTEREST IN 
THE HEREIN DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY WHICH SPECIF-
ICALLY INCLUDES, WITH-
OUT LIMITATION, THE FOL-
LOWING:
LAURENCE BRAD SCHOOL-
CRAFT, JR.
MARY E. SCHOOLCRAFT
UNKNOWN SPOUSE, IF ANY, 
OF MARY E. SCHOOLCRAFT
STATE OF OKLAHOMA, EX 
REL. OKLAHOMA TAX COM-
MISSION
UNKNOWN TENANT, IF 
ANY, OF 151 MARY STREET, 
KENEFIC, OKLAHOMA 74748
THE ABOVE-SPECIFIED 
AND ALL OTHER PERSONS 
OR ENTITIES AND THEIR 
UNKNOWN SUCCESSORS 
HAVING AN INTEREST IN 
THE HEREIN DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY WHOSE ACTU-
AL ADDRESS IN UNKNOWN 
ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED OF 
THE FOLLOWING SHER-
IFF’S SALE.
Notice is hereby given that on 
the 11 day of January, 2019 at 
10 o’clock A.M., at the Court-
house in Bryan County, Okla-
homa, the undersigned Sheriff 
of said Bryan County will offer 
for sale and sell for cash at 
public auction, to the highest 
and best bidder therefore, with 
appraisement, all that certain 
real estate which has been 
duly appraised at $60,000.00, 
to wit:
LOTS ELEVEN (11) AND 
TWELVE (12), OF BLOCK 
THIRTY (30), IN THE TOWN 
OF KENEFIC, TO BRYAN 
COUNTY, STATE OF OKLA-
HOMA, ACCORDING TO THE 
RECORDED PLAT THERE-
OF; TOGETHER WITH 
THE MOBILE HOME AT-
TACHED THERETO BEING 
A 2010 CHAMPION, MODEL 
CHF139,52’ X 26’8”, SERIAL 
NO. 124-000-H-
013418AB.
Property Address: 151 Mary 
Street
Kenefic, Oklahoma 74748
subject to taxes, tax sales, 
expenses for preservation of 
the involved real estate, prior 
mortgages and liens
and redemption rights, if any.
Said sale will be made pur-
suant to an Alias Special Ex-
ecution and Order of Sale 
duly issued upon a judgment 
entered in the District Court 
of Bryan County, Oklahoma, 
in the above-numbered case 
wherein WestStar Mortgage 

Corporation is Plaintiff and 
those persons or entities set 
forth above are Defendants.
SHERIFF OF BRYAN COUN-
TY
By: /s/Johnny Christian #01
W. Brent Kelley
KELLEY & TAYLOR, P.C.
6 N.E. 63rd Street, Suite 400
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Telephone: (405) 848-6803
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/8/2018 & 12/22/2018
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY 
FOR PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING A PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION PROJ-
ECT
All interested persons are 
hereby given notice that the 
Big Five Community Services, 
Inc. is seeking financial assis-
tance from the U. S. Depart-
ment of Transportation, Urban 
Mass Transportation Adminis-
tration for the purpose of op-
erating a rural public transpor-
tation project. Grant funds will 
be used to purchase replace-
ment vehicles, administer and 
operate a public transportation 
project in Bryan, Carter, Coal 
and Love Counties. If any per-
son desires a public hearing to 
consider the social, economic, 
and/or environmental effects 
of the proposed project, they 
may submit a request, in writ-
ing, to the Big Five Commu-
nity Services, Inc., 1502 N. 
1st Ave., Durant, OK, 74701, 
Attention: Allen Leaird, Trans-
portation Director, no later 
than January 9, 2019.
A copy of the grant proposal 
is currently available for pub-
lic inspection and copying at 
the Big Five Community Ser-
vices, Inc. located at 1502 N. 
1st Ave., Durant, OK; 201 A 
Street SW, Ardmore, OK; 210 
N. Main, Coalgate, OK; and 
910 West Main, Marietta, OK.
Big Five Community Services, 
Inc. Is An Equal Opportunity 
Employer
LPXLP
Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/01/2018 and 
12/08/2018.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BEFORE THE CORPORA-
TION COMMISSION OF 
OKLAHOMA
CAUSE NO. PUD 2018-00146
IN THE MATTER OF THE AP-
PLICATION OF
OZARKSGO, LLC, D/B/A 
OZARKSGO
FOR A CERTIFICATE
OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE 
AND NECESSITY
TO PROVIDE RESOLD AND 
FACILITIES
BASED LOCAL EXCHANGE, 
INTEREXCHANGE
AND DATA TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS

SERVICES WITHIN THE 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR CERTIFICATE OF CON-
VENIENCE AND NECESSITY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that OzarksGo, LLC, d/b/a 
OzarksGo has filed an Appli-
cation, pursuant to 17 O.S. § 
131 et seq., OAC 165:55, and 
OAC 165:56, seeking a Certif-
icate of Convenience and Ne-
cessity authorizing it to provide 
competitive local exchange, 
interexchange, and data tele-
communications service on a 
facilities-based and resold ba-
sis within the State of Oklaho-
ma initially limited to the areas 
served by: (i) Southwestern 
Bell Telephone d/b/a AT&T 
Oklahoma, formerly d/b/a 
SBC Oklahoma and formerly 
known as Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Company; (ii) Valor 
Telecommunications of Texas, 
LP – OK d/b/a Windstream 
Communications Southwest, 
Windstream Oklahoma, LLC, 
Oklahoma Windstream, LLC, 
formerly General Telephone 
Company of the Southwest, 
Inc.; and (iii) CenturyTel of 
Northwest Arkansas, LLC 
d/b/a CenturyLink.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that any person desiring 
to file an objection to the Ap-
plication must do so within thir-
ty (30) days from the date of 
first publication of this Notice. 
Objections must be filed with 
the Court Clerk at the Oklaho-
ma Corporation Commission, 
Room 130, Jim Thorpe Office 
Building, 2101 North Lincoln 
Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 
73105, and served on counsel 
for OzarksGo, LLC, and on 
any intervenors.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that if no objections are 
timely filed, the Commission, 
without hearing, shall issue 
such orders and grant such 
relief, if any, as it deems fair, 
just, reasonable, and lawful in 
the premises, whether or not 
specifically requested in the 
Application.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that additional information 
concerning this Cause may 
be obtained by contacting 
Michael T. Torrone, Logan & 
Lowry, LLP, 101 South Wilson 
Street, P. O. Box 558, Vinita, 
OK 74301, (918) 256-7511, 
or Kimberly C. Snyder, Depu-
ty General Counsel, Oklaho-
ma Corporation Commission, 
Room 40, 2101 North Lincoln 
Boulevard, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 73105, (405) 522-
1010.
LPXLP
Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/08/2018 and 
12/15/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. PB-2014-3
In the Matter of the Estate of
James J. Gauthier, Deceased.
NOTICE OF HEARING SPE-
CIAL ADMINISTRATOR’S 
FINAL ACCOUNT AND PE-
TITION FOR ORDER AL-
LOWING FINAL ACCOUNT, 
DISTRIBUTION, AND DIS-
CHARGE
Notice is hereby given that 
D. David Haggerty, the duly 
Court-appointed and qualified 
Special Administrator of the 
Estate of James J. Gauthier, 
Deceased, has filed his Final 
Account of Special Adminis-
trator and Petition for Order al-
lowing Final Account, Distribu-
tion, and Discharge. A hearing 
has been fixed by the Judge 
of the District Court for Febru-
ary 11, 2019, at 1:00 p.m., in 
the District Courtroom, Bryan 
County Courthouse, 402 West 
Evergreen Street, Durant, Bry-
an County, Oklahoma, and all 
person interested in the Es-
tate are notified to appear and 
show cause, if any they have, 
why the Account should not be 
settled and allowed.
DATED this 5 day of Decem-
ber, 2018.
/s/ Mark Campbell
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
D. David Haggerty, OBA 
#21201
Attorney At Law
121 North Third Avenue
Durant, Oklahoma 74701

(580) 924-0405 (telephone 
and facsimile)
Court-Appointed Special Ad-
ministrator for the Estate of 
James J. Gauthier, Deceased.
LPXLP
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FOR RENT
2 Bedroom, Country 
living in town. Total 

electric, all 
appliances, water, 

sewer, garbage, pest 
control included. 
Monthly $650 

49th Street

580-924-2822
60734091

580-775-3623
580-924-9290

60716169

NOTICE
As per section 404 of the Native American Housing  

Assistance and Self Determination Act of 1996,  
(NAHASDA), the Annual Performance Report for Fiscal Year 

2018 is available for Public Viewing and Comments at:

The Housing Authority of the
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

207 Jim Monroe Road
Hugo, OK  74743

During office hours 8:00am to 4:30pm
Until December 10, 2018

Aviation 
company 
is seeking  
full-time 

Machinist/
Lathe Operator

Apply at  
2415 W. Arkansas, 
Durant, OK 74701 
or Contact Dale for 
more information 
580-920-0535.

Must be able to pass drug test. 

 

 

Big Five Head Start 
Procurement Clerk Needed 

 
Must be 18 years old and have a high 
school diploma or GED.  Must have a 
minimum of five years of experience in 
office work with expertise to detail work.  
Prefer accounting and/or procurement 
experience.  Must have good computer 
skills.  Excellent communication skills 
required.  Responsible for overall 
management of procurement procedures 
for the Head Start Program. No Criminal 
record as verified by DHS.  Must have 
valid Oklahoma driver’s license, vehicle 
liability insurance and a good driving 
record.  Apply online at www.bigfive.org. 
Submit applications to Big Five 
Community Services, Inc. 1502 N. 1st 
Ave., Durant, OK 74701. EOE/AA 

NOW HIRING! 
Little Dixie Community

Action Agency is accepting 
applications for a Full-

Time Self-Help Housing 
Construction Supervisor. 
The position is located 

in  Ardmore, OK and will 
work in Carter, Love and 

Marshall Counties. 
Employment Applications 
and job descriptions are 

available at  
www.littledixie.org.

Paid benefits include: 
vacation, sick leave, 

employee life.
Optional benefits include:

health, dental, vision, 
retirement and more.

Salary is $37,374 per year.
LDCAA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer. M/F/Vets/Disabled and 

other protected categories.
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classifieds
LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 

DEADLINES
TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
THURSDAY Noon WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY Noon FRIDAY

DurantDemocrat

HELP WANTED

&
SUBMIT YOUR AD EARLY 
FOR MAXIMUM RESULT

Introducing Our 3 Day Package Deal
INCLUDES: 

• 10% Off Total Price.
• Publishes 3 Editions (Sat, Tues, Thur) in the 

Durant Democrat.
• Also includes Submission into 

Bryan County Weekly 
• Coverage totaling 5500 households

Submit your Ad today, call 634-2151 or email us 
at customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

**Price based on word count (16-word min., $15.12 min)

Durant Democrat now publishes on Tuesday, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.

Timber 
ridge 

ApArTmenTs

Ask about our 
1, 2 & 3 

Bedrooms!
551 Wilson St
580-924-1222

60
73

39
99

FOR SALE

Dedicated Run Fill-In Driver 
Needed
Guaranteed Weekly Check 
From $700-$1200 per/wk
Required: No Felonies, Class 
A CDL, Clean Driving Record, 
2yrs Recent Driving experi-
ence Required
Call 9034958422

Red Samsung
Front Loading Washer and 
Dryer
w/ pedestals
Used Less than 1 year.
Pd $2700 asking $1100.
Still has 3 year warranty
(580) 239-8279

80 Acres
3 bed/2 bath, 2 car garage
shop, barn, 2 ponds, 2 car-
ports, cellar, den
rural & well water
$365,000
580-775-0595

FOR SALE BY OWNER

HOUSE FOR SALE

3 Bedroom/ 2 Bath/ 2 Car Ga-
rage,
1726 sq. ft, built 2010,
Nat. Gas,
67x120 extra lot.
3401 Heritage Dr.
$180K
5809316246

HELP WANTED 
Accounting/Quick 

Books/AP-AR/Office
Pay and benefits are 
commensurate with 

experience
DanWell Companies

580-920-5955
E-mail resume to 

mmanzo@danwellcompanies.com

CAPITAL AVAILABLE 
FOR BUSINESS,
COMMERCIAL  

& VENTURE CAPITAL.
$50,000 UP.

Call 580-509-5000  
or write

Jones and Jones  
Financial Service

348 W Maple Lane
Atoka, Ok 74525

HOUSE FOR RENT

3 Bedroom 1 Bath Remodeled
$800/month $700/deposit
302 W. Elm
(580)513-1197

Newly Remodeled 2 Bedroom 
house
$475/month $500/deposit
221 SE 4th
5803809461

ADVERTISING SALES 
PERSON WANTED
The Durant Democrat is looking  
to hire a sharp, energetic, and  

self-motivated sales person interested 
in selling newspaper advertising in the 

greater Durant market. Sales  
background is a plus but not  

necessary – we will train the right  
person. Position is mostly outside 
sales to local businesses, but will 

include some inside sales and clerical 
work. Account list is included, with 

incentives on expanding the list by up 
selling and cold calling. Good work 
environment for a great newspaper. 
Must be dependable and have your 
own transportation with insurance. 

Interested parties may contact 
sales manager Karen Brown at 
Karen@DurantDemocrat.com.

Class-A CDL owner/
operator or driver 
with chance of 

becoming owner 
operator after 6 

months.  
Hauling dedicated stepdeck 

loads from Durant, OK to 
Oklahoma and surrounding 
states, mainly Texas (DFW) 
area. Requirements are 4 
years driving experience, 
a good driving record, 

dependable and honest.  

Must pass drug test. 

Call 361-319-0463.

Felonies filed
Philip Chaz Daffern, 31, Durant, 

unauthorized use of a vehicle.
David Wayne Johnson, 28, Durant, 

DUI.
George Randall Foreman, 56, Durant, 

domestic abuse.
Billie Jo Marie Caldwell, 32, McLoud, 

possession of a controlled drug 
with intent to distribute.

Patricia E. Grady, 32, Atoka, assault 
and battery on a police officer.

Rachel Schuyler, 29, residency not 
listed, falsely personate another 
to create liability.

Gerald Lynn Goolsby, 62, Durant, 
falsely personate another to 
create liability.

Kenneth Scott Buckman II, 27, Du-
rant, second-degree burglary.

Hilario Orlando Sanchez Jr., 20, 
Durant, indecent exposure.

Dustin Carl Cunningham, 30, Durant, 
first-degree burglary and stalking.

Felonies disposed
Russell James Long III, 38, Durant, 

DUI, no contest, two-year deferred 
sentence.

Alvin Dale Melton Jr., 38, Atoka, DUI, 
no contest, five-year deferred 
sentence.

Chance Shelby Risner, 32, Mead, 
grand larceny, pleaded no contest 
to reduced misdemeanor charge 
of larceny from a retailer, $50 fine.

Robert L. Powell Bagby, 42, Colbert, 
possession of methamphetamine, 
no contest, six-year suspended 
sentence.

Adrianne Danae Brown, 27, Durant, 
assault and battery on a police 
officer, no contest, five-year 
deferred sentence.

David Wayne Mackey II, 36, Durant, 
domestic assault and battery by 
strangulation, case dismissed due 
to witness not being located.

Boyd Miles Ansiel, 20, Coleman, 
assault and battery with a danger-
ous weapon, pleaded no contest 
to amended misdemeanor charge 
of assault and battery, one-year 
deferred sentence.

Elizabeth Ann Taylor, 27, Colbert, 
second-degree burglary, no 
contest, seven-year suspended 
sentence.

Misdemeanor DUIs
Coby Charles Kelley, 38, Durant.
Craig Anthony Porter, 50, Com-

merce, Texas.
Brandon Brown, 33, Durant.
Tristan Alan Eggener, 36, Durant.
Garrett Thomas Westphal, 23, Rock-

wall, Texas.

Misdemeanor bogus checks
Edna Reed, 61, Colbert.

Marriage licenses
Lawrence Otto Scoggins, 33, and 

Laura Renee Stanley, 41.
Lenny Michael Shelton, 36, and 

Cynthia Renee Reed, 35.

Michael Olinghouse, 62, and Sheryl 
Leona McCkay, 61.

Oskar Raygadas Torres, 28, and 
Emily Faith Ashalintubbi, 21.

John Bryan Sasser, 23, and Laramie 
Gwyn Hopkins, 22.

Divorces filed
Logan Daniels vs. Krystia Daniels.
Samantha Stringfellow vs. Curtis 

Stringfellow Jr.

Divorces granted
Rebecca Lashelle Babb vs. Samuel 

Tyler Babb.
Sue Ann Holliman vs. Frank Allen 

Holliman.
Katelyn Rosemary Stowers vs. 

Kameron Ryan Stowers.

Small claims filed
Diane Gauthier vs. Cody Holder, 

eviction.
Linda Carr vs. Merline Risner and 

Donice Epps, eviction.
Reynolds Construction vs. Lee 

Charles Nixon, eviction.
Reynolds Construction vs. Kara Rene 

Frazier, eviction.
Reynolds Construction vs. Lestasia 

Leann Bostrom, money judgment.
Reynolds Construction vs. Tabitha R. 

McCarty, eviction.
Texoma Ventures vs. Eric Kayne Sell-

ers and Jerrica Sellers, eviction.
Robin Donathan May vs. Kimberly 

Housewright and Mitch House-
wright, eviction.

America’s Car Mart vs. Cassie 
Brooks and Don Brooks, money 
judgment.

America’s Car Mart vs. Johnathan 
Butler, money judgment.

America’s Car Mart vs. Ivan Phillips, 
money judgment.

America’s Car Mart vs. Beverly 
Stephens, money judgment.

Richard Buffalo and Lisa Buffalo vs. 
Pamela Stanley, money judgment.

Glen Kawazoye vs. Tammy Cronkite 
and Lloyd Cronkite, money 
judgment.

Glen Kawazoye vs. John Ragle 
and Rebecca Hibdon, money 
judgment.

Bell Finance vs. Jeremy W. Chesney, 
money judgment.

American Financial Services vs. 
Jeremiah Wane Chesney, money 
judgment.

American Financial Services vs. Billy 
Keirsey, money judgment.

Luellen’s Rental vs. Brandon Clark, 
eviction.

Red River Credit vs. Chad M. Nabors, 
money judgment.

Red River Credit vs. Nasha McKee, 
money judgment.

Civils filed
Cavalry SPV I vs. Jonathan Boyer, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Stacie Lyday, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Leo Porter, indebt-

edness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Tonya Chandler, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Russell Helton and 

Rhonda Helton, indebtedness.
Guild Mortgage vs. Dakota Trammel, 

foreclosure.
Jennifer Davis vs. Ben Joseph Box 

and Jim Peddy, indebtedness.
LVNV Funding vs. David W. Reed, 

indebtedness.
Crown Asset Management vs. Shea 

Finley Davis, indebtedness.
Capital One Bank vs. Laura Ashlyn 

Davenport, indebtedness.
Autovest vs. Ann Forster, breach 

agreement/contract.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Kenneth Ogle, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Wendy Martin, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Dusty Phillips, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. James E. Heil, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Grace Sanchez, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Ryan Clarke, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Laondria Coving-

ton, indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Jessica Marie 

Swearingen, indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Tiffany Mays, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Tiffany Gardener, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Tina Ingram, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Leah Campo, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Samuel Harris, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Justin Roller, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Jared Don McCrea-

ry, indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Brianna Watkins, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Michael Coble, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Kirsten Montgom-

er, indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Leeann Hodge, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Raymond Johnson, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Shelby Trehern, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Morgan Chase, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Rebecca Golden, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. William Frazier, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Victoria Sanchezi-

barra, indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Tiffany Wingfield, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Lesa Spoon, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Joshua St. Clair, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Lacey Davidson, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Robin Swan, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Gail Taylor, indebt-

edness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Sarah Usher, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Marissa Drake, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Britney Vanden-

burg, indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Dale Craddock, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Dena Rymel, 

indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Justin Simpson 

and Mondica Simpson, indebt-
edness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Megan Kelley and 
Heath Kelley, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. William Riggs and 
Bonnie Riggs, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Autumn Portman 
and Donald Portman, indebted-
ness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. John Presley and 
Nature Presley, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Daniel Miller, 
indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Amanda Kennedy 
and Randall Kennedy, indebted-
ness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Michael Pence and 
Sharon Pence, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. James Williams 
and Amanda Williams, indebted-
ness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Alfredo Hernandez 
and Adriana Hernandez, indebt-
edness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Robert John Privitt 
and Sarah Privitt, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Timothy Tynan and 
Sabrina Tynan, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Tonya Pickard and 
Nathaniel Pickard, indebtedness.

Jefferson Capital Systems vs. Jenni-
fer Meade, indebtedness.

State Farm Bank vs. Tracy Britton, 
indebtedness.

TD Bank USA vs. Brooklyn Vanliew, 
indebtedness.

Portfolio Recovery Association vs. 
Jason H. Burkhalter, indebted-
ness.

M.A.R.S. Inc. vs. Darrell Merrell, 
indebtedness.

Discover Bank vs. Mary Ray Good-
son, indebtedness.

Synchrony Bank vs. Vela Harp, 
indebtedness.

Cavalry SPV I vs. Nicolas Oliver 
Southerland, indebtedness.

Portfolio Recovery Association vs. 
Torrey Lester, indebtedness.

Civils disposed
Texoma Educators Federal Credit 

Union vs. Mikaela Thomas, indebt-
edness, dismissed.

Shelter Mutual Insurance vs. Billy 
Brown and Margie Brown, auto-
mobile negligence, judgment for 
plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Kevin White and 
Shannon White, indebtedness, 
judgment for plaintiff.

Public records from Bryan County 
Court Clerk’s computer

COURT RECORDS

POLICE LOG
A cross section of calls to the Bryan 

County Communications Center

Dec. 5
1:24 a.m. fire Westside Travel Plaza
3:03 disturbance 600 block of S. 13th
3:49 prowler 600 block of Church, 

Kemp
7:39 auto burglary 1600 block of Rodeo
8:44 unwanted guest Frank’s RV Park
10:21 suspicious activity 10th and 

Cedar
12:28 p.m. larceny 3700 block of W. 

Main
3:09 domestic incident 800 block of 

Gerlach
5:01 threat 500 block of N. First
6:23 unwanted guest 1300 block of W. 

Main
7:12 burglary 400 block of N. 49th
7:47 fire N.E. Fourth
8:21 assault 100 block of S. Ranchette
9:57 domestic incident Petty Lane

Dec. 6
4:23 a.m. fire Deer Creek Rd.
7:12 public intoxication 200 block of 

Washington
12:20 p.m. larceny 3700 block of W. 

Main
1:52 suspicious activity 500 block of 

N.E. Second
2:35 burglary Newberry Creek Rd.
3:00 unwanted guest 1400 block of 

W. Main
4:16 domestic incident Love’s on Main
6:18 noise complaint 800 block of N. 

16th
6:56 fire behind Colbert Fire Depart-

ment
9:42 larceny 1000 block of W. Main

From the Durant Police Department.

Lawmaker defects 
to Republican Party

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
A Democratic state lawmaker 
from southeast Oklahoma says 
he’s switching parties, a move 
that continues Democrats’ 
dramatic loss of  seats in rural 
areas.

Rep. Johnny Tadlock of  
Idabel announced Thursday 
that he was changing his par-
ty affiliation to Republican. 
The former sheriff  of  McCur-
tain County, Tadlock says in a 
statement he felt he could bet-
ter serve his constituents as a 
member of  the majority party.

Tadlock did not draw an op-
ponent this year, ensuring he 
served a third term.

Tadlock’s defection leaves 
Democrats with just 24 seats in 
the 101-member body. South-
east Oklahoma had long been 
a Democratic stronghold, but 
Democrats have been losing 
seats there over the last two 
decades.



On Wednesday, Nov. 
28, four members of  the 
Calera Group of Oklaho-
ma Home and Commu-
nity Education met Fire 
Chief Roger Joines at the 
Durant Fire Department.

The members of  the 
Calera Group had a sew 
day a couple of  weeks 
ago and made “cool ties” 
for the Fire Department. 
These ties will assist the 
firefighters in keeping 
their body temperature 
down during or following 
their fighting a fire. 

The “ties” were the 
Calera Group’s way of  
saying thank you to those 
men who put themselves 
in danger’s way to save 
our homes in the event 
of  a fire. 

The group was greeted 
by Chief Joines and were 
able to meet a number 
of  the firemen on duty 

as well as being shown 
around the fire house.

The size of  the vehicles 
and the equipment need-

ed to accomplish their 
goal was an awesome 
sight. Just seeing these 
things makes us more 

appreciative and aware 
of  the training these men 
have to go through.

This training not only 
includes how to fight a 
fire but how to use and 
maintain the important 
equipment needed to 
keep the firemen safe as 
well as the public. Chief  
Joines was told that if  
he needed more of  the 
ties to just let the group 
know.

Those Calera group 
members in attendance 
were: Group President, 
Jill Gordon, Members, 
, Barbara Summerlin, 
Jack Accountius and Pat 
Accountius. 

The firefighters were: 
John Vietta, Chief  
Joines, Kyle Layton, Jeff  
Orlando, Chase Brown, 
Jeff  Langford, Chris 
Pace, Tommy Fults and 
Dustin Rudolf.

STAFF REPORT

Area conservatives 
are invited to join the 
Bryan County Republi-
can Party for food and 
fellowship at their annu-
al Christmas Dinner of  
Thanksgiving, Monday 
evening, Dec. 10 at 6 p.m. 
at the Massey Building, 

at 3rd Avenue and Main 
Street in Durant.

In keeping with the 
#MyDurant spirit to 
Shop Local - Iron Gate’s 
Shawn Shirey has been 
chosen to cater the tra-
ditional turkey dinner 
with all the fixings. Lo-
cal businesses will be 
featured in the club’s 

drawings for prizes, in-
cluding a $40 dinner gift 
certificate from Durant 
Station and other sur-
prises.

Featured speakers 
at include newly elect-
ed State Senator David 
Bullard, County Com-
missioners, Durant City 
Manager Tim Rundel, 

Durant Main Street’s 
Stephanie Gardner, Du-
rant Chamber of  Com-
merce Executive Di-
rector Janet Reed, and 
Imagine Durant Direc-
tor Kara Jo Byrd. Also 
highlighted will be op-
portunities to not only 
Shop Local, but Give Lo-
cal with representatives 

including Pregnancy 
Center of  Bryan Coun-
ty’s Chris Swann which 
assists mothers-to-be 
in pregnancy and par-
enting care, and J127’s 
Adrien Stinnett, which 
assists those who have 
‘aged-out’ of  the foster 
care system.

Other surprise guests, 
great prizes, food and 
fellowship await your 
RSVP to attend and get 

involved in the Bryan 
County GOP. Dona-
tions gratefully accept-
ed to cover the cost of  
the dinner and future 
club activities. RSVP 
on facebook at Bryan 
County Republicans and 
Conservatives Club, by 
emailing bryancounty-
gop@yahoo.com, or by 
texting 580.775.4349 your 
name and how many are 
attending.

Bryan County Republicans to give thanks, celebrate
Annual event to highlight Shop local-Give local

EQIP deadline set 
for December 21

STILLWATER – Ap-
plications for participa-
tion in the Environmen-
tal Quality Incentives 
Program, or EQIP, are 
due by Friday, Dec. 
21. USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation 
Services (USDA-NRCS) 
State Conservationist 
for Oklahoma, Gary 
O’Neill, encourages el-
igible producers and 
landowners to submit 
their applications and 
inquiries to their local 
USDA Field Service 
Center by the December 
21st deadline to be con-
sidered for the current 
sign-up period.

“EQIP is a great pro-
gram for any producer 
or landowner that wants 
to target a natural re-
source concern they 
have on their land,” 
said O’Neill. “Voluntary 
conservation programs 
like EQIP continue to 
prove that agricultur-
al producers are doing 
their part to improve 
their soil, water and air 
quality without regula-
tions.”

EQIP provides pro-
ducers and landown-
ers with financial and 
technical assistance 
to plan and implement 
conservation practices 

that improve soil, wa-
ter, air and other relat-
ed natural resources on 
agricultural land and 
non-industrial private 
forest land.

NRCS accepts EQIP 
applications year-round 
but, deadlines are set 
periodically to consider 
eligible applications for 
funding. Applications 
submitted after the De-
cember 21st deadline 
will be considered for 
funding during later 
funding opportuni-
ties. To be considered 
for funding producers 
or landowners must 
submit a completed 
program application, 
establish farm records 
and provide other docu-
ments that support eli-
gibility to be considered 
for financial assistance 
through EQIP. All appli-
cations will be consid-
ered without discrimi-
nation or bias.

“Oklahoma’s farm-
ers and ranchers have 
always been committed 
to conservation. I urge 
all producers to get 
their applications in by 
December 21st and con-
tinue Oklahoma’s com-
mitment to voluntary, 
local conservation,” 
said O’Neill.

Calera OHCE presents ‘cool ties’ to fire department

Photo provided
Shown during the “cool ties” presentation to the Durant 
Fire Department by Calera OHCE are, Jack Accountius, 
Calera Group President, Jill Gordon, Barbara Summerlin, 
Pat Accountius placing a tie around Chief Roger Joines. 
Firefighters left to right: John Vietta, Roger Joines, Kyle 
Layton, Jeff Orlando (Top), Chase Brown, Jeff Langford, 
Chris Pace, Tommy Fults and Dustin Rudolf.

Durant residents inducted into honor society
Two Durant residents 

recently were initiated 
into The Honor Society 
of  Phi Kappa Phi, the na-
tion’s oldest and most se-
lective collegiate honor 
society for all academic 
disciplines.

Addison Van Zandber-
gen and Cooper Webb 
were initiated at Oklaho-
ma State University.

These residents are 
among approximately 

30,000 students, faculty, 
professional staff  and 
alumni to be initiated 
into Phi Kappa Phi each 
year. Membership is by 
invitation only and re-
quires nomination and 
approval by a chapter. 
Only the top 10 percent 
of  seniors and 7.5 per-
cent of  juniors are eli-
gible for membership. 
Graduate students in 
the top 10 percent of  the 

number of  candidates 
for graduate degrees 
may also qualify, as do 
faculty, professional 
staff  and alumni who 
have achieved scholarly 
distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was 
founded in 1897 under 
the leadership of  under-
graduate student Mar-
cus L. Urann who had a 
desire to create a differ-
ent kind of  honor soci-

ety: one that recognized 
excellence in all academ-
ic disciplines. Today, the 
Society has chapters on 
more than 300 campus-
es in the United States 
and the Philippines. Its 
mission is “To recognize 
and promote academic 
excellence in all fields of  
higher education and to 
engage the community 
of  scholars in service to 
others.”
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✓ Pasture Reclamation
✓ Hunting Access Lanes
✓ Home Site Clearing

FARM  |  RANCH  |  COMMERCIAL  |  ROW

580-920-5039

✓ Trails & Road Clearing
✓ Pecan Harvest Preparation
✓ Elimination of Invasive Plant Species

Traditional Dozer Methods Also Available!

Forestry mulching is an eco friendly 
method of removing unwanted brush and 

trees without the Dozer mess. We provide 
all types of land clearing services to 

accommodate individual or commercial 
land clearing and brush grinding needs.

BUSHWACKERSLANDCLEARING.COM
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Mead Baptist: Kerry Groce, minister. 924-7612. S.s. 9:45 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Discipleship Training 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. 
Murray Hill Baptist: S.Ss. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.; and Sun. eve. 5 
p.m. 3 miles East of Colbert on Hwy. 91.
Nida Baptist: Howard Stanley, Pastor. S.s. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Philadelphia Baptist: Ben Jackson, minister. S.5. 2 p.m. Platter 
Baptist: John Heath, Pastor. S.s. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Prairie 
View Missionary Baptist Church: Jim Parrish, pastor. S.s. 10 
a.m.; M.W. 11 a.m.; 2 miles E of Achille on Hwy 78. 434-5777 
Red River Valley Cowboy Church: George Toma,Pastor. 19531 
State R. 70 E. 580-847-2210.2 MilesE. of Albany. Sunday Service 
10 a.m. every Sunday.
Reynolds Chapel Baptist, Bokchito: Greg Thralls, Pastor. S.S. 
10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Roberta Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Bro. Mike Wing ield, 
pastor.
Robinson Baptist: Donald Ford, Pastor. 2 miles East and 2 1/2 
miles South of Caddo. 924-9081. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Silo Baptist Church: Scott Hamilton, pastor. 924-5896. S.S.
9:45 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m.; D.T. 5 p.m.; W.S. 6:30 p.m.; Wed. 
6:30 p.m.
Stone Creek Baptist:  Dennis Pena, Pastor. 580-755-7484 S.S.
9:45 a.m.; S.W. 11 a.m., Sun. eve. 6p.m. Wed 6p.m. 
Streetman Road Baptist: Pastor Jody Shires. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 
10:30 a.m.; Sun. night 6 p.m.; Wed. night 6:30 p.m. University 
Free Will Baptist: 4105 W. University,
Durant. Raymond Coats, Pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.s.
10:50 a.m.; Eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Utica Baptist:  S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Wade Baptist: Charles 
David Williams, minister. S.S.
10 a.m.; W.Ss. 11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. Western 
Meadows Baptist Church: Highway 70 West, Terrell Suggs, 
Pastor.
Western Meadows Baptist Church: Cole Newton, Pastor. 53
Shawna Drive, Durant, Ok.  580-924-6006.
Westside Baptist: Jesse West, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 
a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
St. Williams Catholic: 802 University Blvd., 924-1989;
Sat. Mass 5:30 p.m.; Sun. 11 :30 a.m. Spanish Mass 6:15 p.m.

CHRISTIAN (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
First Christian: 301 N. Third, Durant. 924-5252. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; 
W.S. 10:45 a.m. Andy Shelton, Reverend

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Bokchito Church of Christ: Graham McKay, minister. 580- 
295-3687. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. and Children’s Church 11 a.m.; 
Sun. Eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Caddo Church of Christ: 512-627-6672 Cory Myers, minister.
Bible class 10 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m.; Sun, eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 
p.m.
Calera Church of Christ: Travis Huffman, minister.
580-434-2707. Sunday Worship 9:00 A.M. Sunday Bible Classes
10:00 A.M. 2nd Worship Service 10:50 A.M. Wednesday Service
7:00 P.M.
Mead Church of Christ: C.W. Amlin, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 6 p.m.
Northwest Church of Christ: 1421 Chuckwa Dr., Durant.
924-1366. S.S. 9 a.m.; W.S. 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 7th
& Beech Church of Christ: Minister Layne Heitz.
924-1643. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.s. 10:40 a.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF GOD
Harvest Hour Pentecostal Church of God, Cartwright, Okla: 
J.B. Bourrough, pastor. Rebecca Teeples, Youth Leader. S.S. 
9:45 a.m.;W.S. 10:45 a.m. and Sun eve. 6 p.m. Thurs. Youth 
Service 7:30 p.m.

EPISCOPAL
St. John’s Episcopal: 515 W. Beech, Durant. 924-1332. James 
R. Blagg, minister. W.5. 10 a.m. (nursery provided) Mon, Tues,
Thurs, & Fri Evening Prayer 5:30 p.m., Wed Holy Communion 
5:30 p.m.

GOSPEL
Caddo Full Gospel: Rev. Matt Stubblefield, Pastor. 6B N. Main 
Ave. Worship times: Sun morning 11 a.m., Sun. eve. 6 p.m.; S.S. 
9:45 a.m., Thurs. eve. 7 p.m.
Cathedral of Praise: 1124 W. Alabama, Durant. Sun. W.S. 10:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m.

HISPANA MISSION
Primera Iglesia Bavtista: Alex Benito, Pastor. Servicios: 
Domingo 10 a.m. y 6 p.m., Miercoles 6:30 p.m. Estamos ubicados 
en a esquina de la calle 12 y Alabama. 1124 W. Alabama 580-
920-0008

HOLINESS
Colbert Bible Way Holiness: EA Doty, minister. S.S. 10 
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Full Gospel Lighthouse Bennington: Rev. Carl Dunlap, pastor. 
580-326-3516. Services: Sun. 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN CHURCH Community 
Christian Church of Durant: 5325 University Avenue, two 
blocks west of 49th Street in Durant.  Sunday:  
Coffee & Donuts, 9:00 a.m.; S.S., 9:30 a.m.; W.S., 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday:  Wednesday Night Live -Snack 
Meal, 6:00 p.m.; Bible Classes, 6:30 p.m.   For more info., call 
(580) 745-9247 or visit:  www.cccdurant.org. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Jehovah’s Witnesses: Henry Early, minister. Public Discourse 
9:30 a.m.; Watchtower Study 10:30 a.m. 1115 Gates Ave., Durant 
924-1111

LUTHERAN
Our Saviour’s Lutheran ELCA: Pastor Jeff Corson: 1524 W. 
Main, Durant. 924-1309. 9:15am.; W.S. 10:30am.
Faith Lutheran Church: Pastor David Lusk. Assoc. of Free 
Lutheran Congregation. 3802 Washington S.s. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 
10:45 a.m.; Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday of month. 924-9907

METHODIST
Boswell United Methodist: 1 block N. Hwy 70 on 5th St. Lay 
Speakers: Lisa Cody & Christine Hack, S.5. 10 a.m.; 
W.S. 10:45 a.m.

Caddo United Methodist:  John Breon, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Calera United Methodist: Jan Kellogg, pastor. 580-434-5484. 
Adult S.S. 10 a.m. W.S. 11 a.m.
Colbert Methodist: Karen Slater, pastor. 296-2665. S.S. 10 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
First United Methodist: 5400 W. Main, Durant. John Breon, 
Pastor. Jeff Hiller: Assoc. Pastor, Tim Ford Associate Pastor and 
Youth at 11:00 am at Durant and 5:00 pm Youth Service: Kim 
Vincent. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 9 a.m. and 11.

MORMON
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: 505 Sunny 
Meadows Dr., Durant. 924-5936. W.s. 10 a.m.

NAZARENE
Albany Nazarene: 924-3746. S.s. 10 a.m.; W.5. 11 a.m. 
Caddo Church of the Nazarene: Rev. John Kinsey. S.S. 10 
a.m.; Sun. Worship 10:50 a.m.; Even. Worship 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
First Church of the Nazarene: Pastor Brent Smith and wife 
Michelle, S. Ninth and Texas, Durant. 924-0800. S.S 9 a.m.; S.W. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.; W. Bible Study. 6:30 p.m. 
New Hope Church of the Nazarene: 1277 Redbud Lane, off
Hwy. 69 N. 924-3050. Clifford Joines, minister. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; 
W.S. 10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Pilgrim Nazarene Church: 2225 Cale Switch, Durant, OK.
580-434-5382. S.S. 9:45 a.m., W.S. 10:30 & 6:00 p.m., Add 
Thursday Service 7pm. Pastor Steve & Connie Snodgrass, Asst
Pastor Clayton & Emily Skiles

PENTECOSTAL
Abundant Life Temple-First Pentecostal Holiness: Chuck 
Barrineau, Pastor. 1307 N. Washington, Durant. 924-5646. 
Sunday: SS, 9:30 a.m. WS, 10:30 a.m.  Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. 
Caddo Pentecostal Holiness: Linda Watson, minister. S.S. 10 
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Cornerstone Full Gospel: 316 N. Main, Caddo, OK. 74720,
Pastor: Russell Horn. 1-469-733-7691. Sun. Morn. 11 a.m. Sun. 
Eve. 6 p.m. Thursday Youth Service 7 p.m. 
Faith Temple Pentecostal Church of God: 928 N. Eighth,
Durant. 580-916-8710. Grady Ford, minister. s.s. 9:45 a.m.; w.s. 11 
a.m.; Sun. night 6:00 p.m; Wed. night 7:00 p.m.
Family Worship Center: Pastor Bob McClough, S.S. 9:30 a.m., 
W.s. 10:30, E.W. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Corner of 5th & Tennessee, 
Durant, OK 775-7202
First Visionary Pentecostal Church: Larry Jackson, pastor.
Hwy 78 Achille, OK. Thus. W.S. 7 p.m. Sun. W.S. 4 p.m.
Glory Bound Pentecostal Church of God: Corner of Main and McKinley 
St., Calera, OK. David & Sandy Ervin, pastors. S.S. 10 a.m.; Sun. Morn 11 
a.m.; Sun. Even. 6 p.m. Wed. Eve Youth Night 7 p.m. 924-5581
Liveoak United Pentecostal Church: 4129 University, Durant.
924-6258. Rev. Lawrence Buller, pastor. W.S. 10 a.m. Sun Eve. 6 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Platter Pentecostal Church: Platter, OK. S.S. 10 a.m., M.W. 
11 a.m.; S.N. 6:30 p.m.; Thur. 7 p.m.; Host Pastor Charles and 
Tammy Wilson, 580-434-7886

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian: 501 N. 15th, Durant. 580-924-0433. S.S. 
9:45 a.m.; W.S. 10:55.
First Presbyterian, Caddo: W.S. 9:30 a.m.; S.S. 10:45 a.m. New 
Bennington Presbyterian: W.S. 9:45 a.m.; S.S. 11:00 a.m. Old 
Bennington Presbyterian: S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11:00 a.m. 
Seventh Day Adventist: Lonnie Carbaugh, pastor, S.S. 9:45 
a.m.; W.S. 11a.m.

OTHER
County Gospel Lighthouse: 1/2 mi. So. of Colberton Old River 
Rd. A full gospel church. W.S. Sun. 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.; W.S. Wed. 7 
p.m.; Pastor B.J. Beal. 580-296-2141.
CrossFire Ministries (Nondenominational): 2804 Rodeo Rd.,
Durant 580-931-6254. Pastor Frankie Hill, Sun. 10:30 a.m.. Wed. 
Bible Study 7 p.m.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

INTERDENOMINATIONAL
Full Gospel Tabernacle, Inc. Headquarters: 106 N. 2nd, 
Hendrix, OK. 74741; PO Box 72, 580-838-2208. Pastor Harry 
White.
Pirtle Community: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 
p.m.
The River: Pastor Dr. John Hollar, professor at and executive
board member of Christ for The Nations Institute -CFNI- Dallas, 
Texas and his wife, Pastor Ann Hollar.  Worship and fellowship, 
Sunday 10 a.m. Children’s Church, 4-12 years; Nursery, newborn - 
3 years. Wednesday evening services start at 7; Youth services for 
12-18 and Nursery - new born - 5 years
Rock Church: 409 North Hamilton, Bokchito, OK. S.S. 10 a.m.; Fri. 
7 p.m. Pastor Wesley Parker, 580-920-5617.
Chapel of Praise: 206 Maupin St., Colbert, OK. Pastor J.E.
Arnold. 580-296-4275. S.S. 10 a.m.; SW. 11 a.m., Sun. Eve. 6 
p.m. Wed. Eve. Prayer Svc. 7 p.m.
Sacred Paths Circle (Nondenominational): 622 N. McLean, 
Durant, OK. Rev. Casey and Krysty Underwood, Services Every 
Sat. 2 p.m.
Victory Life: 3534 University, Durant. 920-1791. Duane and Sue 
Sheriff, ministers. Sunday Morning Express 8 a.m., 2nd Service 
9a.m., 3rd Service 11a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m.

This Devotional Directory is made possible by these 
businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.
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APOSTOLIC
Apostolic Lighthouse Church: 1325 W. Texas St., Durant 
Pastor: Danny Maples. S.S. 10a.m. and 6p.m., Tues. Eve Service 
7p.m.
Apostolic Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ: 820 E. Main, 
Durant. 924-3588. Pastor: George E. Brown. S.S. 10a.m. and 
6p.m., Wed. Eve. Service 7p.m.
Lighthouse of Colbert: 130 Somers, Colbert, OK. Pastor: Joe 
Beshirs, Sun. W.S. 10:30a.m. and 6p.m., Wed: 7p.m. 
580-296-5970
New Beginning Apostolic Church: 105 McKinley, Calera, OK. 
Pastor: Brandon Smith, S.S. 12p.m., Wed. 7p.m. 580-775-1200 
New Life Ministries: 820 E. Main St.  Durant. Pastor: Jessie 
Farrell 580-380-8918 Sunday 10:30 a.m./6:00 p.m.  Wednesday 
7:00 P.M.
The Last Call Ministries Church: 50 W. Liveoak, Durant. Pastor: 
B.J. Eggenberg. S.S. 10a.m. and 6p.m., Wed. 7p.m.
Victory Tabernacle: 702 Hwy. 70E, Durant. 924-0179. Pastor: 
Doyle Pair, M.W. and S.S. 10:30a.m., W.S. 6p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
Bokchito-First Pentecostal Church: Corner N. Bogg & E. 
Norman Sts., Sunday 10:00a.m to 6p.m.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Calera New Life Assembly of God: Pastor: Stephen Biggerstaff, 
S.S. 9:30a.m., W.S. 10:30a.m. and 6p.m., Wed. 7p.m.
Calvary Temple Assembly of God: 2220 N. First, Durant. 
924-0058, Reverend: Ron Brannan. 580-795-7343 S.S. 
9:45a.m., W.S. 10:45a.m. and 6p.m., Wed. 7p.m. Carol Shelton 
580-775-0825
First Assembly of God Boswell: S.S 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
First Assembly of God: 303 N. 49th, Durant. 924-2049. Pastor: 
Michael J. Bradley, W.S. 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Yarnaby Assembly of God Church: Hwy 78, Yarnaby, OK. 
285-2250. Pastor: Rick Ring. 285- 2335 S.5. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 
a.m.; Sun. Eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 6 p.m.

BAPTIST
Achille Community Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11a.m.; Pastors 
Bob Stevens, J. T. Welch & Dennis Pena
Achille First Baptist: Mark Gunnels, minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Albany First Baptist: Clark Harp, minister. S.S. 10a.m.; W.S. 
11a.m.
Armstrong Baptist: Monty Wood, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Bennington First Baptist: Jay Perry, minister S.S. 10am, W.S. 
11am, W. 6 p.m.
Bible Baptist: 2707 E. Hwy. 70, Durant. 924-3103. Mark Wesley, 
minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.s. 11 a.m.
Blue Baptist: Dale Ballard, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. 
Blue River Fellowship, Caddo OK: 4 miles East of Caddo on 
Highway 22. 580-775-4042. S.B.S. 10 a.m.; S.S. 11 a.m.; S.E.S. 6 
p.m.; W. Evening Youth, Children's Programs and Prayer Service 
6:30 p.,.
Bokchito Faith Baptist: Ryan Perry, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Bokchito First Baptist: Preston Burns, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m.
Brown Baptist: Winston Smith, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 
a.m.; discipleship training 6 p.m.; E.W. 7 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bushnell Baptist: Pastor Roddy Arnold S.S. 5 p.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. 
Caddo First Baptist: Cory Myers, minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 
10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Calera First Baptist: Jacob Toews, minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 
10:50 a.m. and 6:50 p.m.
Calvary Baptist: 715 W. Louisiana, Durant. Bro. Darel Bunch, 
pastor. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 10:40 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
Cartwright First Baptist: Troy Phillips Pastor, S.S,10 a.m; WS 11 
a.m and 5pm; following 5pm service prayer meeting. Wed student 
Ministry 5-7 pm.
Cobb Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.s. 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Colbert First Baptist: Roddy Arnold, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Emmanuel Baptist, Mead: S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S.10:30 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Fairview Baptist: Bill Ledbetter, Pastor. 1200 University Blvd. 
Durant. 924-2148 S.S. 9:15 a.m.; W.S. 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; 
Wed. 7 p.m.
Faith Baptist Missionary Church: Bro. Curtis Jones S.S. 10 
a.m.; 5.W. 11 a.m. & 1 :30 p.m. 1600 Radio Rd. Durant OK 74701 
580-335-1416
First Baptist: 124 W. Evergreen, Durant. 924-3573. Pastor 
James Robinson, M.W. 9 a.m.; S.S. 10:15 a.m.; late M.W.
11 :15 a.m.; Sun. Night 6:30 p.m.; Wed. 5 p.m. Meal Wed. Focus 
groups 6:30 p.m.
First Baptist Church Colbert - 307 N Franklin St. Roddy Arnold 
is Pastor. S.S. starts at 9:45, Worship service is at 10:45, (580) 
296-2926.
First Baptist Church of Yuba: Joe Smith, Pastor. SW. 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. Discipleship Training 6 p.m.; Wed 7 p.m.
Folsom Freewill Baptist Coleman: Youth Pastor: Kris Brown 
S.s. 10 a.m.; W.s. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Grace Baptist: 206 E. Main, Durant. 924-4884. Anthony Williams, 
minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; Discipleship 
Training 6:00 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Grace Indian Baptist: Hwy. 78 South. S.s. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Hendrix Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 
service 7 p.m.
Hopewell Freewill Baptist: Leonard Cook, minister. W.S. 10 
a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; Wed. 7:00 p.m. 6 miles off 48 North, Watch 
for Church sign. 580- 937-4401
Kene ic Baptist: Pastor: Royce Couch 580-295-2180 S.S. 9:45 
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Sun. eve. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Lake Point Community Church: 120 South 2nd, Durant. S.S. 
9:15a.m.; W.s. 10:30 a.m.
Lee Heights Baptist: North McLean Dr., Durant. 924-3799. Harry 
Boydstun, pastor. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; 
Wed. 7 p.m.
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CHECK OUT THE LIBRARY
Library Hours: Monday - 

Thursday 9:00am - 8:00pm, 
Friday & Saturday 9:00am 
-5:00pm -OverDrive eBook 
collection– OK Virtual Li-
brary – FREE digital books 
to download to Nook, Kindle, 
iPad, computer, or tablet.

Library Tidbit – Take a 
look at the lot west of  the 
library’s storage building. 
Bushwackers Landclearing 
has cleared the property of  
trees and the City’s Parks 
Dept. is cleaning up the 
debris. This site will be the 
library’s reading park. Stay 
tuned!

Activities & Meetings for 
Week: Dec. 10

Tuesday - Story Rm – 
Lego Club – 3:30pm – FREE 
program for school aged 
children – drop in program, 
no registration required - 
BB Theater – OHAI Durant 
Health Forum – Registration 
begins at 8:30am and program 

begins at 9:00am
Wednesday - Story Rm – 

The Lounge – 3:30 to 5:00pm 
– FREE program for teens 
featuring video games, robot-
ics, homework help, snacks, 
board games, & more – Drop 
in program, no registration 
required

Thursday - Story Rm 
– After School Program – 
3:30pm – FREE program for 
school aged children – drop 
in program, no registration 
required

Friday - Conference Rm – 
OK Dept of  Veteran Affairs 
service officer Darrell will be 
here for veterans services – 
9:00am to 1:00pm - Story Rm – 
Story Time – Children ages 2 
to 5 with an adult – 10:00am

Saturday - Story Rm – Kids’ 
Program – 2:00pm – FREE 
program for school aged chil-
dren – drop in program, no 
registration required – every 
Saturday at 2:00pm unless 

there is a family movie
The library will have 

SCHOOL’S OUT program-
ming on Wednesday, De-
cember 19th & Thursday, 
December 20th at 2:00pm each 
day in the library’s theater. 
Wednesday will be a movie 
followed by bingo and then on 
Thursday a movie followed by 
holiday crafts.

The colder weather is here 
so we are in need of  coats, 
men’s & women’s. We are 
giving out bag/boxed meals 
once a day/person when the 
café is open. Items for boxed 
meals are individual sized 
items like cup of  noodles, 
soup, fruit cups, oatmeal, and 
such. If  you’d like to donate 
please bring food items to the 
café or circulation desk. This 
effort is being supported by 
the community so let us know 
if  you’d like to help.

We couldn’t do this without 
you!

KUDOS: A shout out to all 
the shoppers and FOL mem-
bers who helped with the Hol-
iday Craft Show. This was the 
sixth year for the show and it 
continues to grow. This year 
we added local food trucks 
offering lunch daily.

December Computer  
Classes

One-to-one sessions only
Call to sign up for the class-

es or stop by the Circulation 
Desk to sign up

* One-to-one sessions
* Laptop, Nook, Kindle, 

iPad & tablet help sessions 
– Call for a 30 minute one-on-
one appointment or sign up at 
the circulation desk

* Smart phones, iPhones, 
& Cell Phone help sessions 
– Call for a 30 minute one-on-
one appointment or sign up at 
the circulation desk

* Genealogy sessions – Call 
for a 30 minute one-on-one 
appointment or sign up at the 

circulation desk
* Microsoft Office products– 

Call for a 30 to 45 minute one-
on-one appointment or sign 
up at the circulation desk

Let us know what comput-
er classes you’d like to us to 
offer and what days/times 
would work best for you!

To access go to the library’s 
website, www.donaldwreyn-
olds.okpls.org and click on 
link.

-Find us on Facebook 
– search for “Donald W. 
Reynolds” and friend us. You 
can also follow the “Donald 
W. Reynolds Friends of  the 
Library” page too.

Come visit the Bookista 
Cafe. The Friends of  the 
Library group will be serving 
drinks and snacks. All money 
benefits the FOL group which 
supports the library pro-
grams. Come get a flavored 
coffee, cappuccino, and a 
snack.
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Christmas comes to town

There were many entries in the annual Durant Christmas Parade held Tuesday evening.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Shown are members of the Pride of Durant Band who 
marched in the Christmas parade.

Trumpet players in the Durant High School Band are shown marching in the Christmas 
parade.

A wagon is shown during the Durant Christmas Parade.

The People First Industries of Bryan County entered a float in the Durant Christmas Parade.

Many children participated in the annual Durant Christmas Parade.

An Elvis impersonator is shown in the Durant Christmas 
Parade.

The “Polar Express” was in the Durant Christmas Parade.

The First Christian Church float is shown in the Durant 
Christmas Parade.

These boys had a good time riding on a float in the Durant 
Christmas Parade.

Bethany Bishop and Nora Bishop are shown riding on The 
Head to Toe Dance Studio float in the Durant Christmas 
Parade.

The Durant Christmas Parade was held Tuesday evening in 
downtown Durant.



10 • NEWS SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2018 • DURANT DEMOCRAT

Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS  

FOR SALE OR LEASE

FOR LEASE
900 SF office space located inside building at 200 W. Beech, Durant.

FOR SALE OR LEASE
Building and small office, plus 

fenced in yard located at 302 N 
49th.  $225,000. Owner  

financing available. 
17-ACRE ESTATE HOME FOR SALE
(Durant City Limits) 2267 Folsom Rd.

UNDER 
CONTRACT

HOME FOR SALE
3BR, 2.5 Bath home at 
2196 N. 49th St.,  
sits on 2 lots, $298,500.

The Pregnancy Cen-
ter of  Bryan County is 
a 501(c)3 non-profit or-
ganization that serves 
local families, relies 
upon local support, and 
invests in the future of  
Durant in a valuable 
and unique way. The 

legacy of  the Pregnan-
cy Center is evident in 
the lives of  past clients 
who still refer to their 
experience at the center 
as life-changing. As you 
consider making your 
year-end tax-deduct-
ible donation or seek 
out a rewarding way 
to get involved in our 
community, contact 
the Pregnancy Center 

at 580.920.2229 or visit 
the Facebook page at 
Pregnancy Center of  
Bryan County, and help 
them decorate their 
virtual Christmas tree 
with financial support 
and prayer. For more 
information, visit their 
website at pregnancy-
centerdurant.com.

‘Tis the Season – to 
Shop Local, Give Local.

LOCAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Deicing impacts on 
landscape plants
Cold tem-

peratures 
usually 

bring ice and 
snow making it 
difficult to travel 
for both motor-
ists and pedes-
trians. Public 
safety during 
this time is a 
high priority and 
usually addressed by 
the use of  deicing com-
pounds. While these de-
icing compounds make 
it safer for us, they 
often damage concrete 
surfaces, automobiles 
and landscape plants.

There are several de-
icing compounds, each 
with pros and cons.

Sodium chloride 
(NaCl) is the most 
common and known 
as table or rock salt. It 
is the least expensive, 
most widely used and 
is most effective when 
temperatures are above 
15°F. Unfortunately, 
sodium chloride is very 
corrosive and damaging 
to landscape plants and 
excessive sodium in 
the soil can destroy its 
structure.

Calcium chloride 
(CaCl2) dissolves read-
ily, acts quickly and is 
effective in very cold 
temperatures - down 
to -20°F. It is, however, 
highly corrosive to con-
crete and metals, but 
slightly less damaging 
to plants than sodium 
chloride.

Potassium chloride 

(KCl) is a natural 
material used 
for fertilizer, 
but is highly 
corrosive as a 
deicer. It is less 
damaging than 
sodium chloride 
to plants.

Calcium mag-
nesium acetate 
(CMA) is an envi-

ronmentally friendly 
compound derived from 
dolomitic limestone and 
acetic acid. CMA is con-
sidered safer for plant 
material, non-corrosive 
to concrete surfaces 
and biodegradable. It is 
also effective at melting 
ice to around 15°F. The 
downside, it is 30 to 40 
times more expensive.

Deicing materials 
are salts that melt ice, 
creating a brine solu-
tion (salty water) which 
freeze at lower tempera-
tures. The problem in 
the landscape occurs 
when this brine solu-
tion is splashed onto 
plant foliage or runs off  
pavement into the soil. 
An accumulation in the 
soil near plant roots 
results in damage to 
the plants. Plants suffer 
a salt-induced water 
shortage, even though 
there may be moisture 
in the soil, because 
roots are unable to ab-
sorb sufficient water.

To minimize damage 
by deicing materials in 
the landscape consider 
the following approach-
es:

1. Mechanical re-
moval – the less ice and 
snow present, the less 
deicing material needed

2. Use abrasive ma-
terials in conjunction 
with mechanical and/
or deicing materials – 
abrasives such as sand 
have few impacts on 
the environment. They 
do not melt ice, but do 
improve traction on 
slippery surfaces.

3. Plan ahead – plant 
salt tolerant plants in 
areas receiving large 
amounts of  deicing 
material; locate salt 
sensitive plants away 
from areas deicing 
materials are used; use 
hardscapes (gutters, 
barriers) to channel 
runoff  away from plant-
ing areas; do not pile 
snow containing deicing 
materials onto planting 
areas; and irrigate once 
heavily in the spring to 
leach salts away from 
root zone.

If  you have any 
questions or would like 
further information on 
this or other related 
management topics, vis-
it us on the west end of  
the Clay Jones Commu-
nity Building at 1901 S. 
9th Avenue in Durant, 
or call (580) 924-5312.

Upcoming events
January 4-5, Horticul-

ture Industries Show, 
Fayetteville, AR

 Robert Bourne is a Bryan 
County Extension Educator

ROBERT
BOURNE

Guest  
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Rotary Club presents 
dictionaries to students

In 2006, Durant Rotary 
Club joined a Rotary In-
ternational project to pur-
chase and deliver free dic-
tionaries to third-grade 
students. 

Because dictionary 
skills are an important 
skill for all students, the 
club chose to provide 
these for all third grad-
ers in Bryan County 
and because it is close to 
the county, the Boswell 
school system was includ-
ed in the club’s plan. 

This year as in every 
year since 2006, the Du-
rant Rotarians raise funds 
for this project. In turn, 
third grade students have 
a personal copy of  the dic-
tionary for classroom and 
further use. This year’s 
gift of  a free dictionary 
reached 531 students.

The project is a favorite 
one for most of  the Rotar-
ians. Teachers tell the Ro-
tarians that this gift is al-
ways appreciated because 
of  the multiple classroom 
uses with a dictionary. 

A few examples of  
these uses include finding 
correct spellings, mean-
ings, definitions and the 
other usual uses, but oth-
er uses of  the books in-
clude the studying the dif-
ference between nouns, 
verbs, and other parts of  
speech When asked her 
favorite use of  the Rotary 
dictionaries, one teacher 
referred to the section on 
the planets which will be 
part of  her class’s curric-
ulum in April, 2019.

Many students, with 
older siblings who re-
ceived a free dictionary in 

prior years, quickly find 
the longest word in the 
dictionary, sign language 
symbols, and United 
States fact sheet informa-
tion in these dictionaries.

Some of the 2019 dictio-
nary deliveries are picture 
here. These pictures show 
some of the deliveries, Ro-
tarians, pictured or not, 
who make the deliveries 
are Rev. Jim Blagg, Leah 
Anne Brooks, Barbara 
Buchanan, John Buchan-
an, Tom Criswell, Michael 
Davis, Gordon Eggleton, 
Ron Erickson, Nancy 
Ferris, Teresa Golden, 
Grady Hartman, Theresa 
Hrncir, Corinne Hunter, 
Wayne Jones, Pat Lynch, 
Greg Phillips, Pam Rob-
inson, Jim Swink, Patty 
Swink, Sandra Thomas 
and Todd Tidwell.

Photos provided
The Durant Rotary Club presented dictionaries to Calera third graders. Shown with the 
students is Rotarian Theresa Hrncir.

The Durant Rotary Club presented dictionaries to Washington Irving third grade classes. 
Shown are Rotarians Theresa Hrncir and Sandra Thomas.

The Durant 
Rotary Club 
presented 
dictionaries 
to Northwest 
Heights third 
grade class-
es. Rotarians 
shown from 
left, Todd 
Tidwell, Pat 
Lynch, Greg 
Phillips 
and Gordon 
Eggleton.

The Durant Rotary Club presented dictionaries to Calera third graders. Shown with the 
students is Rotarian Theresa Hrncir.

The Durant Rotary Club presented dictionaries to Washington Irving third grade classes. 
Shown are Rotarians Theresa Hrncir and Sandra Thomas.

The Durant Rotary Club presented dictionaries to Washington Irving third grade classes. 
Shown are Rotarians Rev. Jim Blagg and Leah Ann Brooks.

Sonic sold to Arby’s parent company for $2.3 billion
OKLAHOMA CITY 

(AP) — Shareholders 
have approved the sale 
of  Oklahoma-based 
drive-in burger chain 
Sonic to the parent com-
pany of  Arby’s in a $2.3 
billion merger.

The Journal Record 
reports that Sonic 
shareholders approved 
the pending agreement 
with Inspire Brands Inc. 

on Thursday.
The company’s inves-

tors voted on two pro-
posals. The first was to 
authorize the merger 
and the other was to 
compensate Sonic’s ex-
ecutive officers in con-
nection with the merger.

Shareholders will be 
paid $43.50 per share in 
cash for the sale. Sonic 
will no longer be traded 

publicly.
Sonic CEO Cliff  Hud-

son says getting ap-
proached for the deal 
was unanticipated, but 
that he was proud of  
building a profitable 
company.

Hudson says he plans 
to serve as a senior con-
sultant until March 2019 
while the business shifts 
into new ownership.



Solid starts by both the 
Durant girls and boys basket-
ball teams turned sour in the 
second half  of  opening round 
losses to stiff  competition in 
the 29th Annual Durant Lion 
Classic Thursday.

The Lady Lions held an 
11-10 second quarter lead 
against Arkansas Class 7A 
power Springdale before 
dropping a 59-32 verdict.

In the boys’ matchup, the 
Lions utilized a deliberate 
offensive attack and solid 
defense to hang with Class 
6A ninth-ranked Norman 
North, but the Timberwolves 
pulled away for a 67-23 win.

Durant was facing Hugo 
for both girls and boys games 

for what were the final games 
of  the weather-shortened 
event.

Girls 
Chelsie Wilmoth came off  

the bench with four points 
and Karlie Westmoreland 
drilled a three-pointer in the 
closing seconds of  the first 
quarter to give the surprising 
Lady Lions a 11-10 edge.

Ashlyn Minchew howev-
er opened the second frame 
with trey as well to spur a 
20-2 flurry by the Lady Bull-
dogs to claim a 30-13 advan-
tage at halftime.

Springdale’s onslaught 
continued however after the 
break with the first 13 points 
of  the third before Durant 
finally found some offensive 
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Durant falls in rugged 
Lion Classic openers

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat
Bryson Lyday is shown during the recent game with Atoka. During 
the Durant Lion Classic held Thursday, Norman North won the game.

Kash Walls inks 
SW Christian 
scholarship offer
BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat

Throughout the last three years one 
constant in the lineup for the Silo Reb-
els on the baseball diamond has been 
Kash Walls.

The dynamic senior catalyst has hit 
his way to become one of  the most dan-
gerous small school batters in the state 
of  Oklahoma.

Walls parlayed that success at the 
high school level to a chance to con-
tinue his career at the next level af-
ter signing with NAIA Southwestern 
Christian University located in Betha-
ny.

“It’s really exciting,” said Walls. “It’s 
always been a dream of mine to be able 
to play at the next level and I feel like I 
had the drive to get there. To be able to 
make it official with the opportunity to 
do that is just awesome.

“I liked coaches and campus there. It 
is not a huge place which I really liked 
coming from a smaller school. I didn’t 
really want to go to a big school out of  
high school and I felt at home there. 
The atmosphere and location were 
great. The student to teacher ratio is 
really good as well.”

The Bethany program is still in rel-
ative infant stage but much like Silo 
in the Oklahoma prep ranks, has de-
veloped itself  as one of  the winningest 
programs in the nation in its division 
after starting up in 2014.

Over the past three years, South-
western Christian is one of  only nine 
schools nation-wide in NAIA to win 
40 or more games each season. The 
Eagles have qualified for the NCCAA 
World Series each of  those year while 
competing in the rugged Sooner Ath-
letic Conference.

Head coach Joe Blackwell is ex-
tremely excited to add a player with 
Walls’ offensive potential to the Eagles’ 
order next year.

“It is easier for us recruiting guys 
that come from a winning program like 
Silo,” Blackwell commented. “They 
know what it takes and usually are 
used to putting in the time needed to 
stay at that high level.

“Other players we have on our team 
(at SW Christian) told us about him 
and we had a chance to see him. Obvi-
ously, his ability to hit with power in 
high school is what we are looking for 
on our team. We expect him to be able 
to come in an contribute for us at the 
plate next year as a freshman.”

The opportunity to play collegiately 
is something that Walls has eyed for a 
number of  years but getting to move 
on in a program that has been very 
successful is an added bonus.

He feels like he can make an impact 
with the Eagle program pretty quickly 
but knows there is still some unfinished 
business in his high school career.

“It is good to be able to go some-

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Silo Rebel baseball player Kash Walls 
has signed with Southwestern Christian 
University and he is shown with South-
western coaching staff during the signing 
held earlier this week at Silo High School. 
From left, Kyle Vail, assistant coach, D.J. 
McDaniel, assistant coach and Joe Black-
well, head coach.

SE Men’s basketball defeats SNU
Southeastern had six players score 

in double-figures and two post dou-
ble-doubles as it dismantled No. 5 
Ranked Southern Nazarene 76-43 on 
Thursday night in Bloomer Sullivan 
Arena.

The win improves the Savage 
Storm to 5-1 overall on the year and 
2-1 in Great American Conference 
play heading into a Dec. 8 matchup 
with Northwestern Oklahoma State 
at 3 p.m. in Bloomer Sullivan Arena.

Kevin Buckingham led all scor-
ers with 15 points and rounded out a 
double-double with a game-high 11 
rebounds.

Adam Dworsky also posted a dou-
ble-double, his first of  the year, put-

ting up 11 points and a season and 
game-high 12 assists.

DJ Henderson also reached dou-
ble-figures with 14 points on a 6-of-8 
shooting mark with a pair of  threes, 
while Kellen Manek and Kayo Gon-
calves each added 11.

Jett Jobe rounded out the dou-
ble-digit scoring with 10 points.

The Storm posted nearly identical 
halves shooting the ball, hitting 16-of-
31 form the field in both halves, while 
draining 5-of-12 threes in the first and 
4-of-12 in the second.

Southeastern racked up 23 assists 
as a team, led by Dworsky’s 12, while 

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

SE Savage Storm player Kevin Buckingham dribbles the ball during a game with Southern Nazarene Thursday evening at Bloomer Sulli-
van Arena. The Storm won 76-43.

SE player Kayo Goncalves is shown Thursday eve-
ning when the Storm played Southern Nazarene 
University.

Savage Storm women pull away from SNU
Neely Noel came off  the bench 

to lead all scorers in the contest as 
Southeastern pulled away from 
Southern Nazarene in the fourth 
quarter to pick up a 66-49 victory 
on Thursday night in Bloomer 
Sullivan Arena.

The win lifts the Savage Storm 
to 3-3 overall on the year and 
2-1 in Great American Confer-
ence play with a Dec. 8 matchup 
against Northwestern Oklahoma 
State set for 1 p.m. in Bloomer 
Sullivan Arena.

Noel paced all scorers with 15 
points on the night, hitting 5-of-7 
from three-point range in 20 min-
utes of  work off  the bench.

Three other SE players reached 
double-digits, with Kamryn Cant-
well and Briley Moon each turn-
ing in 13 points while Katie Webb 
finished with 10 points.

Cantwell added five assists to 

lead the team, while Moon hand-
ed out three.

Webb completed her third dou-
ble-double of  the season with 10 
rebounds to go with her 10 points.

Southeastern finished the con-

test shooting 38.9 percent from 
the field, but added seven threes 
and posted a 17-of-19 effort at the 
free throw line, including a per-
fect 9-of-9 mark in the second half.

The contest was back-and-forth 
in the early going, with SNU lead-
ing much of the first quarter, in-
cluding going up 13-11 with 1:49 
to go in the frame before a Noel 
three on the next possession 
would give SE its 14-13 lead at the 
end of  one quarter.

The Crimson Storm would 
briefly regain the lead on the first 
possession of  the second quarter, 
but a 6-0 run capped by a pair 
of  Moon free throws would put 
Southeastern out in front 20-15 by 
the 6:17 mark.

SNU would close the gap to two 
points before the Savage Storm 

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat
SE player Alix Robinson is shown during the game Thursday 
evening at Bloomer Sullivan Arena. The SE Storm won the game 
against Southern Nazarene.

BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat 

Savage Storm player Kamryn 
Cantrell dribbles the ball during 
the game with Southern Nazarene 
University.

SEE FALLS, PAGE 12

SEE MENS, PAGE 12

SEE WOMEN, PAGE 12

SEE SIGNS, PAGE 12
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Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat
Bradi McLemore is in defensive mode during the game last 
week with Atoka. The Lady Lions lost to Springdale, Ark., in 
the annual Durant Lion Classic held Thursday evening.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat
Kellen Manek of the SE Savage Storm Men’s Basketball team goes 
up against a Southern Nazarene player.

SE Savage Storm 
player Adam 
Dworsky faces 
two Southern 
Nazarene players 
during a game 
Thursday evening 
at Bloomer Sulli-
van Arena.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat
The SE Savage Storm defeated Southern Nazarene 66-49. 
Shown is Storm player Katie Branam.

A Southern Nazarene player goes up against SE player 
Katie Webb during the game Thursday evening at Bloomer 
Sullivan Arena.

rhythm with nine points 
from Landri Sims and 
eight by Hannah Felton 
coming off  the bench.

Tristyn Hamilton and 
Wilmoth notched four 
each, Westmoreland had 
three and Bradi McLem-
ore and Ali Keel both 
chipped in a pair.

Boys 
The Lions held the 

high-powered Timber-
wolves to just five field 
goal attempts in the 
opening stanza but were 
only able to offset the 
defensive effort with sin-
gle buckets from Daniel 
Long and Zyarius Clark 
to trail just 7-4 after one 
stanza.

A steal and layup by 

Tyler Hamblin midway 
through the second peri-
od cut the deficit to just 
13-9 and the senior add-
ed another bucket early 
in the third quarter that 
narrowed the gap to just 
22-16.

That’s when Norman 
North put the pedal to 
the floor reeling off  22 
consecutive points to 
put it completely out of  
reach.

Clark’s three-pointer 
with 14 seconds left end-
ed the scoring drought 
but the visitors answered 
with 17 more in a row to 
continue pulling away in 
the fourth stanza.

Long led the scoring 
for the Lions with seven 
points with Clark adding 
five, Hamblin four and 
Blake Burkhalter, Hunt-
er Haislip and Blane 
Potts two apiece.

where that has same 
winning mindset and 
success I have been used 
to at Silo,” Walls added. 

“Hopefully, I can help 
them win a champion-
ship there like we have 
at Silo. I feel like I hit 
better pitching pretty 

well so I think I can con-
tribute at that level.

“I really appreciate 
what Coach (Billy Jack) 
Bowen and Coach (Ja-
mie) Hastings have done 
for me getting to where I 
am at today. 

“  I still have one more 
season left with them 
and one thing in mind. 
To win another state 
championship.”

reeled off  a 7-0 run to go 
up by nine points before 
settling on a 30-23 lead at 
halftime.

The Crimson Storm 
again trimmed the lead 
in the early going of  the 
third quarter, but a Webb 
layup would get the mo-
mentum heading the oth-
er way as SE would pull 
ahead, advancing its lead 

to double-digits on a Noel 
three with less than a 
minute to go in the third 
before taking a 46-36 lead 
to the final intermission.

SNU would close to 
within eight points with 
6:13 to play, but the 
Storm would close out 
the contest on a massive 
16-3 run to pull ahead 
by as many as 21 points 
before settling on a 66-49 
final score.

From Southeastern 
Athletics.
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Jobe added four and Manek chipped in three.
On the glass the Storm dominated, holding 

a 50-to-26 edge on the boards, led by 11 from 
Buckingham, while Manek and Goncalves 
added eight boards apiece.

The teams traded blows out of  the gate, 
with SE answering every possession before 
finally taking a lead at 13-12 with 13:23 to go in 
the first quarter on a Goncalves three.

SNU would answer with a three to briefly 
regain the lead, but the Storm would answer 
with a Goncalves three-point play and a Hen-
derson Layup to take an 18-15 lead with 9:20 to 
go in the half.

The Crimson Storm would again get a buck-
et and trim the lead to one point at 18-17, but 
Southeastern would score the next five points 
and reel off  a 20-7 run to close out the half  and 
take a 38-24 lead into the halftime break.

Southeastern wasted little time in the sec-
ond half  picking up where it left off, as a Hen-
derson three keyed off  a 21-4 run that was 
capped by an Al Ervin layup that opened up 
a 59-28 lead with 13:00 to play in the contest.

SNU would close the Storm lead to 27 points 
with 9:19 to play, but that was as close as it 
would get as SE would cruise to a 76-43 vic-
tory.

From Southeastern Athletics.
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