
There will soon be a new 
judge at the Bryan County 
Courthouse. 

Bryan County District 
Judge Mark R. Campbell 
recently appointed Abby 
Rogers of  Durant as the 
new Special Judge.

Rogers will replace the 
current Special Judge, 
Trace Sherrill, who will be 
moving up to the position 
of  Associate District Judge 
upon the retirement of  
current Associate District 
Judge Rocky Powers. 

Judge Campbell said he 
chose Ms. Rogers from a 
field of  “seven exception-
ally well-qualified local at-
torneys,” and that he was 
grateful to Rogers “for her 
willingness to serve the 
citizens of  Bryan Coun-
ty.”

Rogers is a graduate of  
Oklahoma State Univer-

sity and 
the Uni-
versity of  
Oklahoma 
College of  
Law. She is 
currently 
in private 
p r a c t i c e 

with the Burrage Law 
Firm in Durant. 

Previously, Rogers was 
an assistant district attor-
ney in Cleveland County, 
and also has been an intern 
at the Oklahoma Court of  
Criminal Appeals. Rogers 
and her husband Brett 
have two children, and are 
members of  Fusion Bible 
Church in Durant.

Judge Sherrill will as-
sume the office of  Asso-
ciate District Judge in 
January, and Rogers will 
assume the office of  Spe-
cial Judge in February.
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“The King will reply, 
‘Truly I tell you, whatev-
er you did for one of the 
least of these brothers 

and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.’

Matthew 25:40

Durant makes the top 10
Internet TV show’s staff to visit; social media campaign continues
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 

About 40 business and 
community leaders who 
gathered in the Old Ice 
House Beer Garden burst 
into cheers upon hearing 
that Durant was a top-
10 finalist for the online 
small business makeover 
program “Small Business 
Revolution – Main Street.”

“Durant is elated to have 
made the top 10,” said 
Stephanie Gardner, exec-
utive director of  Durant 

Main Street. “Now, we will 
be preparing for a team 
from the TV show to visit 
in January and tour our 
town.”

After the tour, produc-
ers will further narrow 
the list to five cities. From 
that group, one city will 
be selected by a national 

online vote for six small 
businesses in the town to 
receive makeovers. The 
producers will also work 
with local leaders to revi-
talize their downtown ar-
eas. The program commits 
$500,000 to the project.

Durant City Manag-
er Tim Rundel said that 
while nothing is guaran-
teed, he was not surprised 
that Durant made the list. 
Rundel said Durant’s resi-
dents have what it takes to 

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

Stephanie Gard-
ner, executive 
director of Durant 
Main Street, and 
a gathering busi-
ness and commu-
nity leaders react 
upon hearing that 
Durant is one of 
the top-10 finalists 
for the business 
makeover program 
“Small Business 
Revolution - Main 
Street” in the Old 
Ice House Beer 
Garden Tuesday 
morning. 

“Durant is already 
an Oklahoma  
success story.”

Gov. Mary Fallin 

No-tax plan
pitched for
city streets
City Council approves 
infrastructure task force
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 

The Durant City Council approved a task 
force to study the city’s infrastructure and a 
critic of  last June’s failed $20 million bond is-
sue to repair Durant’s streets proposed a plan 
to raise money for the work without raising 
taxes during the council’s regular meeting 
Tuesday night.

Charles Bachmann asked the council to 
put a question on the next ballot that he said 
would raise money for infrastructure. Bach-
mann’s plan closely resembles one discussed 
by Councilmember Oden Grube. Grube re-
portedly refused to present her plan because 
Mayor Jerry Tomlinson would not allow an 
immediate vote.

Under Bachmann’s plan, the city would 
defund the Durant Industrial Authority and 
deposit that money in the street department 
budget. Bachmann said this would increase 
that office’s budget from $170,000 per year to 
more than $1 million. His plan also extends 
the sunset provision of  the 1 cent Capital Im-
provement Tax by 10 years from June 2021 to 
June 2031. He would then split that tax with 
half  a cent going to pay off  existing debt and 
the other half  dedicated to infrastructure.

That tax is currently paying off  eight loans, 
six of  which will mature years after the tax 
sunsets in June 2021. According to City Man-
ager Tim Rundel, if  the tax is allowed to sun-
set the city be on the hook for more than $12 
million in debt and no way to pay it. Bach-
mann said his plan solves that problem.

When pressed for details, Bachmann said 

Vietnam Wall replica coming to Durant
STAFF REPORT

The Wall That Heals, 
a replica of  the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial, is 
being brought to Durant 
May 9-12, 2019, it was an-
nounced Tuesday.

The Wall, which will 
be open 24 hours per 
day, will be at the Durant 
Multi Sports Complex.

This is a project of  the 
Durant Three Valley Mu-
seum and local Vietnam 
veterans.

Museum director 
Nancy Ferris said they 
filled out an application 
and were in competition 
with more than 100 ap-
plicants. A letter-writing 
campaign was held and 
veterans organizations 
wrote letters to the orga-
nization requesting that 
the memorial be brought 
to Durant.

Durant Mayor Jerry 
Tomlinson is a U.S. Ma-

rine Corps veteran who 
served in Vietnam in 
1964-65.

“We’re not just excit-
ed, but we’re honored 
to have been selected,” 
Tomlinson said.

Daniel Earley is a 
U.S. Army veteran who 
served in Vietnam in 
1970. He said the plan to 
bring the wall to Durant 
started when Ferris said 
she would like to bring 
something to Durant 
and Earley suggested the 
Wall That Heals.

“I think it’s a great 
thing that is going to hap-
pen,” Earley said. “A lot 
of  our Vietnam veterans 
won’t get to go to (Wash-
ington) D.C. to the actual 
wall.”

The wall will be a good 
educational tool, accord-
ing to Earley.

“We can educate our 
children - they can be 
taught about what went 

on,” he said.
The Wall That Heals 

honors the more than 
three million Americans 
who served in the U.S. 
Armed forces in the Viet-
nam War and it bears the 
names of  the more than 
58,000 men and women 
who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in Vietnam.

The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial is one of  the 
most visited memorials 
in our nation’s capital, 
with more than 5.3 mil-
lion visitors each year. 
However, many Ameri-
cans have not been able 
to visit what has become 
known to many as “The 
Wall.” The Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Fund 
(VVMF), the organiza-
tion that built The Wall 
in 1982, wants to give all 
veterans and their family 
members across Amer-

ABBY ROGERS

New judge appointed 
for Bryan County

SEE TOP 10, PAGE 3

Christmas band concert

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

The Durant 
High School 

Sparklers 
are shown 

giving DHS 
Band Director 
Chris Gregg a 
“sleigh ride” 

during “An 
Ugly Christmas 
Sweater” Con-
cert held Tues-
day evening at 

the high school 
auditorium.

The Durant High School Jazz Band is shown performing Tuesday evening at the high school auditorium during the Durant School 
District’s annual band Christmas concert. The theme was, “An Ugly Christmas Sweater Concert.” See page two for more band 
pictures.

SEE REPLICA, PAGE 3

SEE FUNDING, PAGE 3
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Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS  

FOR SALE OR LEASE

FOR LEASE
900 SF office space located inside building at 200 W. Beech, Durant.

FOR SALE OR LEASE
Building and small office, plus 

fenced in yard located at 302 N 
49th.  $225,000. Owner  

financing available. 
17-ACRE ESTATE HOME FOR SALE
(Durant City Limits) 2267 Folsom Rd.

UNDER 
CONTRACT

HOME FOR SALE
3BR, 2.5 Bath home at 
2196 N. 49th St.,  
sits on 2 lots, $298,500.

Bands perform concert

Matt Swearengin 
| Durant  

Democrat

The Durant 
Schools Band 

Christmas 
concert was 

held Tuesday 
evening at the 

Durant High 
School Audi-

torium. The 
sixth, seventh 

and eighth-
grade bands 
were among 

those who 
performed.

POLICE LOG
A cross section of calls to the 

Bryan County Communica-
tions Center

Dec. 10
12:09 a.m. suspicious activity 

400 block of E. Arkansas
12:29 suspicious activity 400 

block of S. Ninth
3:57 suspicious activity 2400 

block of W. Main
4:14 disturbance W. Norman and 

N. Terry, Bokchito
6:28 fire Willow Springs Rd.
6:59 unwanted guest Jack in 

the Box
7:37 auto burglary 500 block of 

N. 11th
8:56 unwanted guest 2100 block 

of W. Main
10:11 theft 2500 block of 

Chestnut
10:28 larceny 800 block of N. 

First
10:29 vandalism 400 block of E. 

Arkansas
10:41 theft 70 and McLean
10:42 larceny 2100 block of W. 

Evergreen
11:57 assault Brownwood 

Apartments
3:16 p.m. burglary 100 block of 

N. Terry, Bokchito
3:30 domestic incident 700 

block of N. Fifth
4:48 auto burglary 2200 block 

of Dentwood
6:33 noise complaint 800 block 

of Gerlach
9:01 noise complaint 500 block 

of N. 8th
9:05 attempted burglary SE 

Equestrian Center
10:13 burglary 1100 block of W. 

Arkansas
11:23 domestic incident 700 

block of N. Third

Dec. 11
12:08 p.m. disturbance 1300 

block of N. Third, Calera
6:31 auto burglary 200 block of 

Caddo Highway
8:06 unwanted guest 1800 

block of W. Arkansas
8:19 burglary 2400 block of S. 

Franklin
10:11 vandalism Hard Rock Rd.
12:07 p.m. auto burglary 900 

block of W. Mississippi
2:45 burglary 500 block of N. 

Fourth
3:04 theft 3700 block of W. Main
3:47 fire Oak Hills Rd.
7:47 theft 400 block of N. 

Second
 
From the Durant Police Depart-

ment.

Oklahoma health board approves marijuana edibles rules
OKLAHOMA CITY 

(AP) — Oklahoma Gov. 
Mary Fallin will soon 
consider food safety 
rules on marijuana edi-
bles, which advocates say 
should help bring clarity 
to the cannabis-infused 
food market.

The Oklahoman re-
ports that the Oklahoma 
Board of  Health voted 
Tuesday to send the rules 

to Fallin for approval.
Oklahoma Medical 

Marijuana Authority 
Project Manager Buffy 
Heater says the rules 
follow similar guidelines 
for foods that don’t have 
THC, which is the com-
pound in marijuana that 
causes a high. She says 
the rules call for addi-
tional testing and label-
ing requirements.

Chip Paul is the found-
er of  pro-marijuana 
group Oklahomans for 
Health. He says he be-
lieves the rules are “very 
responsible.”

Oklahoma voters in 
June approved the use 
of  marijuana for medic-
inal purposes . An effort 
to get recreational mari-
juana on the November 
ballot fell short.

Dec. 14
The Durant Choctaw 

Seniors are having a 
garage sale from 8 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
14 at the White Buffalo 
Thrift Store Barn located 
at the Choctaw Commu-
nity Center, 2746 Big Lots 
Parkway.

Ongoing
Clothes Closet First 

Baptist Church hosts a free 
clothes closet for anyone 
in need of  clothing. The 
closet features, shoes, 
coats and other types 
of  clean, serviceable 
clothing. The closet is at 
217 N. 2nd St. in Durant 
across from the church. 
It is open the second 
Friday of  each month 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
closet accepts donations 
from 9 a.m. to noon each 
Wednesday.

Child Find is a search for 
all children with disabili-
ties who are not receiving 
a free, appropriate, public 
education. This applies 
to children between the 
ages of  birth and twen-
ty-one years of  age, who 
have not yet graduated 
from high school. Caddo 
Public Schools offers full 
educational opportuni-
ties for all students. If  
you suspect your child 
may have a disability, 
or know of a child with 
a disability who is not 
receiving a free, appro-
priate, public education, 
please contact Caddo 
Public Schools.

Big Five Head Start is a 
free child development 
program designed to 
meet the needs of  3-and-
4 year-old children. 
Eligibility is determined 
by the child’s age and 
family income based on 
the 2018 Family Income 
Guidelines. Ten percent 
of  enrollment must 
be made available to 
children with disabili-
ties. Heath screenings 
and transportation is 
provided for qualifying 

children. For more in-
formation, call 924-7404 
or 924-5331. Applications 
are available at Jackie 
Watson Child Develop-
ment Center, 3725 W. 
Arkansas St. and 1502 N. 
First Ave.

Durant Masonic Lodge 
No. 45 holds its breakfast 
on the third Saturday 
of  each month from 6:30 
a.m. until 10 a.m. at the 
lodge on the corner of  
Gates and University. 
Cost is $5 per plate.

The Disabled American 
Veterans, “DAV” has five 
certified Service Offi-
cers that are located in 
the VFW post at 123 S 
2nd Ave here in Durant. 
These service officers 
attend training and get 
recertified each year. The 
purpose of  the certifi-
cation is to be sure all 
the service officers are 
current on all new forms 
and procedures that are 
necessary to file claims 
for Veterans and their 
families. The hours are 
11 am to 3 pm Monday 
through Friday. If  it is 
not possible for the veter-
an to make these hours 
due to work or what ever 
we will do appointments. 
Just call the Commander, 
Don “Pappy” Papin at 
580 634 2905 and set up an 
appointment.

The Bryan County Mag-
nolia Garden Club monthly 
third-Monday morning 
meetings convene in the 
homes of  different mem-
bers each month from 
September through May. 
Times of  meetings will be 
posted in advance.

The Hendrix Community 
Center has a game night 
from 5-7 p.m. the first 
Saturday of  each month.

The Lighthouse of Colbert 
will have a gospel singing 
at 7 p.m. the second Fri-
day of  each month. The 
church is located at 346 
Somers Ave. south of  the 
post office.

New Horizon Fellowship’s 
temporary location is 383 

Bushnell Lane in Durant. 
Services soon will begin 
at the permanent address 
of  501 S. First St. in 
Calera. Worship times: 
Sunday school 10 a.m., 
Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m., and Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.

Reynolds Chapel Baptist 
Church hosts a singing at 
7 p.m. the third Saturday 
of  the month. Bible study 
will be at 6 p.m. on the 
first and third Wednes-
days.

A Christ-centered 12-step 
meeting for men will be 
6-8 p.m. Wednesdays at 
Durant First Baptist 
Church, Room 207. For 
information, call (580) 
924-3574.

Bryan County Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 
is conducting ongoing 
volunteer training. 
Contact Betty Colclazier 
or Carolyn Thompson at 
(580) 924-0564 for CASA 
details. Flexible training 
schedule available.

“DivorceCare,” a di-
vorce-recovery seminar 
and support group, is 
a 13-week series con-
ducted at First Baptist 
Church, 124 W. Ever-
green St., Durant. The 
ministry remains open, 
so people may attend as 
they have need. Weekly 
sessions are 6-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays in Room 
210. There is no obli-
gation to attend First 
Baptist or any church 
to participate in this 
seminar/support group. 
All persons in the area 
who are experiencing 
separation or divorce 
or have experienced 
divorce years ago are 
encouraged to attend. 
For information about 
DivorceCare or to pre- 
register, call the church 
at 924-3573, Katherine 
Brown at 924-1472, or 
e-mail kmbrown740@ 
simplynet.net. Visit 
www.divorcecare.org or 
www.dc4k.org to learn 
more.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Groundbreaking held for 
Choctaw Country Market

COALGATE – A 
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny was held on Monday, 
Dec. 10 to celebrate the 
Choctaw Nation of  Okla-
homa’s new Country 
Market in Coalgate.

“This will be a great 
service to our community 
that will improve the lives 
of  our tribal members,” 
states Chief Gary Batton. 
“Our focus is on econom-
ic growth for the Choctaw 
Nation which is providing 
opportunities for growth 
and job development.”

The 10,200 square-foot 

Country Market will cre-
ate 28 jobs. The Country 
Market will be a one-stop 
shopping spot for locals 
offering five fuel dispens-
ers, deli, bakery, fresh 
produce and a butcher 
shop.

“It takes a vision to cre-
ate businesses and oppor-
tunities in order to keep 
expanding and we can’t 
do that without great 
leadership,” states James 
Frazier, Choctaw Nation 
Councilmember District 
12. “We are excited to 
open this new country 

market because at the end 
of  the day we work for the 
Choctaw people”.

The Country Market 
will be located at 1102 
S. Broadway St, Coal-
gate, OK 74538 and plans 
to open by winter 2019. 
This is the third country 
market located in south-
eastern Oklahoma. The 
first Country Market in 
Clayton opened in 2016. 
The country market in 
Boswell plans to open by 
early 2019.

Submitted by the Choc-
taw Nation.

Christian Toews | Choctaw Nation
On Monday, Dec. 10, Chief Gary Batton, Assistant Chief Jack Austin Jr., Tribal Councilmem-
bers, community members, and Choctaw District 12 Princesses gathered at Choctaw 
Nation Community Center to celebrate the new Choctaw Country Market in Coalgate.
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Finding treasure is easy when you’re a scissortail treasure catcher. 

And I’ve found a simple way to increase the nest egg of 

nearly a million Oklahomans!

There’s over $585 million of unclaimed property 

waiting to be claimed.

So take a few minutes next week to see if your 

name is on our list in the newspaper, or check 

online at OKTreasure.com. 

Sincerely,

Sirius Lee Scissortail
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UNLIMITED
DATA - NO

HARD DATA
LIMITS LIMITED TIME ONLY

HughesNet Gen5
Satellite Internet

America’s #1 Choice
for Satellite Internet

$ 9959 25
MBPS

download speeds

FREE
Standard
Installation

Limited Time Savings ― Call Today!1-855-454-5471
satelliteforinternet.com

per month
starting package price

Call or visit our site
for further details

1Free standard installation valid on Lease option only. Not valid with Purchase option. Limited-time offer. 2 Actual speeds 
may very and are not guaranteed. 3 If you exceed your monthly plan data, you will experience reduced data speeds, may 
be as low as or lower than 1 Mbps, until your next billing period.
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Proceeds benefi t the Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum.
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be successful.
“This shows the posi-

tive energy in this town 
will always prevail,” he 
said.

The news also attract-
ed attention from out-
side Bryan County. Gov. 
Mary Fallin’s office re-
leased a statement con-
gratulating Durant and 
touting the city as one of  
the state’s great assets.

“Congratulations for 
being a top-10 finalist for 
Small Business Revolu-
tion - Main Street. 

Durant has been active 
in the Oklahoma Main 
Street program since 
1997, with 254 business 
openings and more than 
80,000 recorded volun-
teer hours since 2002,” 
Fallin wrote. 

“I wish Durant the best 
of  luck in being selected 
for the show. With all the 
city’s accomplishments, 
community support, and 
forward momentum, Du-
rant is already an Okla-
homa success story.”

Lt. Gov. Elect Matt 
Pinnell sent a text after 
hearing the announce-
ment. It read, “I’m ex-
cited to hear the Durant 
Main Street district is 
under consideration for 
the Small Business Rev-
olution. 

Small businesses are 
the backbone of  Oklaho-
ma and sales tax engines 
for local communities. 
Durant is a true gem 
and we’re all rooting for 
them to be selected for 
the show.”

According to Gard-
ner, the next step is the 
visit by Amanda Brink-
man, creator, executive 
producer and co-host of  
the show along with Ty 
Pennington, makeover/
renovation expert and 
co-host. 

The duo will spend two 
days in Durant in Janu-
ary meeting city officials, 
residents and small busi-
ness owners. Gardner 
said it’s important that 
Durant puts its best foot 
forward.

“All that we’ve been 
doing on social media we 
will have the chance to 
do in person,” Gardner 
said.

What the city has been 
doing is posting as many 
positive items about Du-
rant, its business com-
munity and its people on 
social media under the 
hash tag #MyDurant and 
#smallbusinessrevolu-
tion. 

The show’s producers 
monitor social media to 
see how involved resi-
dents are. Gardner said 
the campaign needs to 
continue, and even in-
crease. She reminded ev-
eryone that 9 other cities 
are vying for the same 
prize.

“We have got to rally 
our community,” Gard-
ner said. “Please contin-
ue sharing on social me-
dia.”

Ami and Shaun Rawl-
ings, owners of  The Op-
era House coffee shop, 
said they have supported 
the campaign on social 
media and applied to be 
one of  the six business-
es selected. Shaun said 
he was “pleasantly sur-
prised” at the Durant 
making the top 10.

“This is propelling us 
in the right direction,” 
he said.

Ami agreed. She said 
the campaign has had 
a positive effect on the 
community by uniting 
people and businesses to-
ward a common goal.

“It’s overwhelming to 
see how involved peo-
ple have been,” she said. 
“People are wanting new 
things and making them 
happen. This is another 
step in building that mo-
mentum.”

The program is pre-
paring for its fourth sea-
son. Gardner, an avid 
viewer, filled out the 
initial application, along 
with 12,000 other com-
munities. In late October, 
she received a telephone 
call from Brinkman who 
told her that Durant was 
among the top-20 cities 
being considered at that 
time.

After Tuesday’s an-
nouncement, the other 
nine cities on the list are: 
Arlington, Wash.; Bid-
deford, Maine; Camas, 
Wash.; Cañon City, Colo.; 
Corsicana, Texas; Mari-
nette, Wis./Menominee, 
Mich.; Pageland, S.C.; 
Searcy, Ark.; and Wash-
ington, N.C.

implementing the tax 
changes and lining up 
street work would be up 
to the council and city 
staff. He said he was sim-
ply offering them a map.

“It’s up to the council 
to deal with the legalese,” 
Bachmann said. “Once 
the street department is 
fully funded, they can 
set their priorities and 
decide what needs to be 
done.”

Bachmann reminded 
the council that he was 
one of  their harshest 
critics during the bond 
issue campaign last 
June. 

He spent hundreds of  
dollars of  his own money 
campaigning against the 
plan. He said he would do 
that again if  the council 
proposed another tax in-
crease.

“I would rather work 
with you than against 
you,” he told the coun-
cil. “This solves the debt 
problem and it doesn’t 
raise taxes.”

The council also ap-
proved a plan for a citi-

zen’s task force to study 
the city’s infrastructure 
needs.

The seven-member 
task force will consist of  
two councilmembers and 
five citizens appointed 
by the mayor and coun-
cil. Rundel would be a 
non-voting advisor. 

The task force will 
study roads, sidewalks, 
water and wastewater 
systems, sewage treat-
ment plants and other 
facilities.

The task force will be 
expected to meet regular-
ly and solicit input from 
the public. 

The task force’s work 
will end on June 30, 2019, 
and the group will be 
required to present a re-
port of  its findings to the 
council.

Rundel said the task 
force will be appointed 
at the council’s regular 
meeting on Jan. 8, 2019, 
and begin work immedi-
ately. 

He said all citizens are 
invited to participate 
whether they are on the 
task force or not.

“These will, of  course, 
be public meetings,” 
Rundel said.

ica an opportunity to 
see the Memorial.

“VVMF is pleased to 
bring The Wall That 
Heals mobile exhibit to 
Durant to allow local 
veterans and their fam-
ily members a chance 
to visit The Wall and 
honor and remember 
those who have served 
and sacrificed,” said 
Jim Knotts, president 
and CEO of  VVMF. “We 
hope it provides an op-
portunity for healing 
and an educational ex-
perience for the whole 

community on the im-
pact of  the Vietnam War 
on America.”

The three-quarter 
scale Wall replica is 375 
feet in length and stands 
7.5 feet high at its tallest 
point. With the replica 
at this size, visitors are 
able to experience The 
Wall rising above them 
as they walk towards 
the apex, a key feature 
of  the design of  The 
Wall in D.C.

Like the original Me-
morial, The Wall That 
Heals is erected in a 
chevron-shape and visi-
tors are able to do name 
rubbings of  individu-
al service member’s 

names on The Wall. 
The names are listed in 
order of  date of  casu-
alty and alphabetically 
on each day. Beginning 
at the center/apex, the 
names start on the East 
Wall (right-hand side) 
working their way out 
to the end of  that wing, 
picking up again at the 
far end of  the West Wall 
(left-hand side) and 
working their way back 
in to the center/apex. 
The first and last casu-

alties are side by side at 
the apex of  the Memori-
al.

The Wall That Heals 
is transported from 
community to commu-
nity in a 53-foot trailer. 
When parked, the trail-
er opens with exhibits 
built into its sides, al-
lowing it to serve as a 
mobile Education Cen-
ter telling the story of  
the Vietnam War, The 
Wall and the divisive era 
in American history.

REPLICA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FUNDING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TOP 10
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 NWH Kiwanis Terrific Kids

Photo provided | NWH

Kiwanis Terrific Kid recipients for the month of December at Northwest Heights are from the front left: Amarie Woods, 
Barret Johnson, Kensington Whitmire, Hunter Maxey, Ruby Riley, and Raven Nichols. Second row: Castin Percy, J.J. Gar-
cia, JayLee Sellers, Lula Jorgenson, Ryker Fowlkes, Serenity Duncan, Claire McCoy, and Gentry Phillips. Third row: Alicia 
Reyna, Brandon Cordell, Madison Sellers, Maggie Martens, Malorie Day, Tallon Collier, and Peyton Thomann. Back row: 
Graham McIlvoy, Jared Garcia, Dani Geckler, Kinsley McCutcheon, Tanner Ray and Samiah Clegg.

ATOKA LIVESTOCK, LLC
FULLY BONDED AND INSURED  

FOR YOUR PROTECTION
PO Box 1103 • Atoka, Oklahoma 74525

SALE BARN: 580-889-3264 
FAX: 580-889-9772

auction: MONDAY NOON

December 10, 2018
SALES RESULTS FROM

WEIGHT RANGE #1 STEERS #1 HEIFERS
200 TO 300 180-210 115-172/50

300 TO 400 170-230 120-180

400 TO 500 150-170 121-167

500 TO 600 138-160 115-140

600 TO 700 125-150 112-142

PAIRS NONE
STOCKER COWS 700-1195
PACKER COWS 35¢-48¢
LOW DRESSING 37¢-44¢
PACKER BULLS 58¢-6850

BULLS PER HD NONE
BABY CALVES NONE

SPECIAL COW SALE IS SATURDAY 
DEC. 15TH. LAST SALE OF 2018 IS 

MONDAY, DEC 17TH.

CATTLE: 829

• 65 Black Heifers & 10 Chardais 
Brahman Cross Heifers - Weighing 
1000 lbs. Brangus influence 
All bred to Sleep Easy Angus bulls. 
Reputation cattle & really nice. 
• 28 Heifers - All black & black motley 
face. 1000 lbs & bred to Jeffery LBW 
black Angus bulls. 
• 20 Black & Black White Face Heif-
ers -Bred to LBW black Angus bulls. 
• 25 Black Motley Face Heifers - 
Weighing 750-800, Open. Breed to 
bulls of your choice.
• 20 Black Motley Face Heifers - 
Weighing 800 lbs with 1/8 to 1/4 ear. 
Really nice & guaranteed open. Home 
raised. 
• 11 Brahman Heifers - 7 Gray, 2 
Red, 2 Tiger stripe. Weighing 800 to 
900 lbs. Exposed to Gray brahman 
bull.
• 28 Cows Mostly Black, Some Cha-
rolais cross bred to black bulls. Few 
calves, balance are heavy springers. 
Cows are 3 to 5 years old. 

• 30 Cows All Black - Bred to black 
bulls. Some calves, balance are
heavy springers. Cows are 3 to 6 years 
old.
• 35 Black, some Charolais Cross 
Cows - Few calves, balance are heavy 
springers. Bred to black bulls. Cows are 
4 to 6 years old.
• 50 Mostly Black, some Charolais, 
Reds - Bred to black & Hereford bulls. 
Cows are 2 to 6 years old.
• 30 Cows, All Black - Bred to Angus 
bulls. Cows are heavy bred. 7 years old 
to short solids.
• 30 Cows, All Black and Charolais - 
2 to 5 years old & heavy bred. 
• 36 Gray Brahman Cows - Some 
are registered Hudgins & V8 breeding. 
5 years old to short solids. There’s 
already several gray heifer calves born 
to these cows. Bred to a Gray Brahman 
bull. 
• 6 Gray Brahman Heifers & 1 Red 
Brahman Heifer - Some are registered 
& all are exposed to gray Brahman bull.

SPECIAL COW SALE 
SATURDAY DEC. 15TH AT NOON

WE WILL HAVE A VERY GOOD SELECTION OF BULLS 
OF ALL DIFFERENT BREEDS, ABOUT 25 IN ALL 

Polled Hereford 
Limflex

Red Angus
Horned Hereford

Black Angus 
Gray Brahman

SEE YA AT THE AUCTION!

VISIT US AT DURANTDEMOCRAT.COM
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Dear Annie: My 
husband is friends 
with a couple 
from college 
with whom we 
have exchanged 
Christmas cards 
and graduation 
announcements 
over the past 25-
plus years. They 
have three sons, all of  
whom we sent a card 
and money to when they 
graduated from high 
school. However, when 
our daughter gradu-
ated in May, they sent 
nothing — not even a 
card. They are in great 
financial shape, so it is 

not a monetary 
issue. This has 
bothered me for 
months. I expect 
their Christmas 
card to arrive 
soon, and I re-
ally want to send 
it back either 
refused/”return 
to sender” or 

with a note saying how 
hurt we were by their 
failure to acknowledge 
our daughter’s gradua-
tion. My husband thinks 
it would be sufficient to 
just throw the card away 
and not send them one. 
I feel that they need to 
know that we are upset 

about it, especially as he 
thinks it is the wife who 
was responsible and the 
husband may not even 
know. I would appreciate 
your suggestions. 

— Slighted
Dear Slighted: Just 

because you sent their 
children graduation gifts 
doesn’t mean they were 
obligated to do the same 
for yours. A gift given 
with strings attached 
is really just a trap. 
Also, there are plenty of  
benign explanations for 
their not sending a gift. 
Maybe they’re not so 
well-off  as you think (we 
never know what goes on 

behind closed doors), or 
maybe they just forgot. 
Regardless, I urge you 
to try to find the grace 
within yourself  to let 
this go. Retaliation is for 
war, not friendship. Send 
them that Christmas 
card, and put this behind 
you. I have a feeling 
you’d feel better for it in 
the long run.

“Ask Me Anything: A Year of Advice 
From Dear Annie” is out now! Annie 
Lane’s debut book — featuring 
favorite columns on love, friendship, 
family and etiquette — is available 
as a paperback and e-book. Visit 
http://www.creatorspublishing.
com for more information. Send 
your questions for Annie Lane to 
dearannie@creators.com.

BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

MUTTS

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

HI AND LOIS

MARVIN

By Dean Young and John Marshall

By Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

By Patrick McDonnell

By Chris Browne

Written by Brian & Greg Walker; Drawn by Chance Brown

By Tom Armstrong

Today’s Answer

BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU By Dave Green
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uzzles, D
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Difficulty Level12/13

Today’s Solution

THE FAMILY CIRCUS
By Bill and Jeff KeaneDENNIS THE MENACE

Hank Ketcham’s THE LOCKHORNS
By Bunny Hoest & John Reiner

ASK
ANNIE
Advice

Slighted by old friends

CRYPTOQUOTE

CRYPTOQUOTE ANSWER: There is only one happiness in this life, to love and be loved. — 
George Sand
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ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
HHH You like solid results and 
logic. Following your instincts 
causes you to feel uncomfort-
able at times. However, you 
need to follow your intuitive 
voice today. News heads in 
from someone at a distance. 
Tonight: Not to be found.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
HHHH Friends play a 
substantial role in today’s 
happenings. You hear a lot 
of information on one topic, 
but you could hear a lot of 
contradictions on the issue as 

well. Be more direct with a dear 
friend who sometimes causes 
you a problem. Tonight: Join a 
friend at a favorite restaurant.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHH Others observe your 
performance. You are all 
smiles, yet you don’t hesitate 
to do what you want. You could 
be sweet and appropriate, but 
someone else’s reaction could 
be off the wall. Recognize that 
this person has an issue that 
he or she needs help with. 
Tonight: Let the fun begin.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHHH Your emotions might 
be on the verge of going out of 
control. You might not be sure 
which is the best way to pro-
ceed. Even if someone seems 
to come from a scattered 
position, you gain understand-
ing quickly. Tonight: Listen to 
good music.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
HHH A situation that affects 
you and several others might 
shock you. Fortunately, you re-
cuperate quickly from this jolt 
and let go of what is bothering 
you. A loved one or dear friend 

shares his or her vision of 
where all the instability might 
be heading. Tonight: Keep it 
light and easy.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
HHHH Defer to others. How 
you feel about a loved one 
sometimes confuses you. 
This person can be grim and 
serious or inspirational and 
nurturing. Remember to ac-
cept both facets of his or her 
personality. Tonight: Accept an 
exciting offer.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
HHHH You make a difference 
where it counts. You know what 
needs to be done and will not 
hesitate to dive headfirst into 
the job. A family member could 
express displeasure with a 
decision that you make or an 
action that you take. Let it go. 
Tonight: Put up your feet and 
relax.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHHHH To those around 
you, your creativity seems end-
less. Still, you often don’t have 
words for a difficult situation 
that could change at the drop 
of a hat. Allow yourself to feel 

tense, and let it pass. Tonight: 
Do your best to get into week-
end mode.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) 
HHHH Stay settled, and 
understand that complica-
tions often occur around the 
holidays. You can choose to not 
get upset. Relax and use your 
imagination, especially with 
regard to family and holiday 
choices. Tonight: Start to run 
holiday errands.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)
HHHH At first, you might 
be somewhat uptight about 
what is going on. However, you 
will relax and see the situa-
tion through a more positive 
outlook. You will notice your 
sixth sense kicking in. Tonight: 
Speak your mind.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18)
HHH You might be eyeing 
some unanticipated last-
minute expenditures. You 
could feel a little out of control 
and might respond by keeping 
a stronger hand on spending. 

Tonight: Allow one indulgence, 
just for you.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
HHHH You could be overly 
concerned about what is oc-
curring around you. No matter 

how charming or sensitive you 
might be, a friend appears to 
be rather distant and unavail-
able. Try to stay focused on 
what you need to do. Tonight: 
Happy at home.

HOROSCOPES

WORD SLEUTH ANSWERS:

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

classifieds
LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 

DEADLINES
TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
THURSDAY Noon WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY Noon FRIDAY

ADVERTISERS, PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADS
Any errors must be reported to our office no later than noon the 
day following the first insertion. In no event does the Durant Dem-
ocrat assume liability in excess of the cost of the ads in error.

5 EASY WAYS TO PLACE  
YOUR AD WITH US

CALL: 580-634-2151    FAX: 580-924-0962
EMAIL: customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

STOP BY: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK
MAIL: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK 74701

WRITE YOUR AD HERE (approximately 20 letters per line)

DurantDemocrat

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/06/2018 and 
12/13/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. PB-2017-106
In the Matter of the Estates of
EMMA JEAN CONNER, de-
ceased, and
ROYCE ORVILLE CONNER, 
deceased.
NOTICE OF HEARING
FINAL ACCOUNT AND PE-
TITION FOR ORDER AL-
LOWING FINAL ACCOUNT, 
DETERMINATION OF HEIR-
SHIP, DISTRIBUTION AND 
DISCHARGE
Notice is hereby given that 
Garrell Linn Conner, the duly 
appointed and qualified Per-
sonal Representative of the 
Estates of EMMA JEAN CON-
NER and ROYCE ORVILLE 
CONNER, deceased, has 
filed his Final Account and 
Petition for Order Allowing 
Final Account, Determination 
of Heirship, Distribution, and 
Discharge. A hearing upon 
the Final Account and the 
Petition for Order Allowing 
Final Account, Determination 
of Heirship, Distribution, and 
Discharge is hereby set for the 
7th day of January, 2019, at 
9:30 a.m. at the Court Room 
of the Court in the County 
Courthouse in Durant, Okla-
homa and all persons inter-
ested int he estate are notified 
then and there to appear and 
show cause, if any they have, 
why the account should not 
be settled and allowed, the 
heirs, devisees and legatees 
of EMMA JEAN CONNER 
and ROYCE ORVILLE CON-
NER, deceased, determined, 
the estate distributed, and the 
Personal Representative dis-
charged.
Dated this 4th day of Decem-
ber, 2018.
/s/ Mark Campbell
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
Chris D. Jones, OBA No. 
21247
Jones Law, PC
113 N. 3rd Ave.
Durant, OK 74701
Telephone (580) 924-1444
Facsimile (580) 924-0444
www.joneslawpc.net
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 11/29/2018, 12/06/2018 
and 12/13/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. CJ-2018-175
CENDERA BANK, N.A., a Na-
tional 
Banking Corporation,
Plaintiff,
v.
The Unknown Heirs, Execu-
tors, Administrators,
Devisees, Assigns and Suc-
cessors, Immediate
And Remote of DONALD 
CUNNINGHAM,
Deceased; and
JAMIE EDWARDS,
Defendants.
SERVICE OF SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
STATE OF OKLAHOMA TO: 
The Unknown Heirs, Execu-
tors, Administrators,
Devisees, Assigns and Suc-
cessors, Immediate and
Remote of Donald Cunning-
ham, Deceased
You are hereby notified that 

an action has been filed in the 
District Court, Bryan Coun-
ty, Oklahoma, Case No. CJ-
2018-175. The action alleges 
that Defendant has defaulted 
on a certain promissory note 
and that Plaintiff has a lien on 
the property that is the subject 
of this action.
You are hereby notified that 
you have been sued in this 
action and must answer the 
Petition filed by the Plaintiff 
on or before January 9, 2019, 
or the allegations contained in 
said Petition will be taken as 
true and judgment will be en-
tered in favor of the Plaintiff, in 
the amount of $24,610.48, to-
gether with interest accruing, 
reasonable costs of collection 
and attorney’s fees as provid-
ed in the Note.
Given under my hand and seal 
this 27th day of November, 
2018.
DONNA ALEXANDER, 
COURT CLERK
Bryan County, Oklahoma
By: /s/Donna Alexander
Heather Burrage, OBA 
#19423
Burrage Law Firm
1201 Westside Drive
P.O. Box 1727
Durant, OK 74702-1727
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
LPXLP
Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/06/2018 and 
12/13/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. PB-2018-63
In the Matter of the Estate of
RICHARD KEITH MITCHELL, 
deceased.
NOTICE RESETTING FINAL 
HEARING
Notice is hereby given that 
on the 3rd day of December, 
2018, the Court entered its 
Order to Linda Klutts Grace, 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of Richard Keith 
Mitchell, deceased, resetting 
the Hearing upon the Final 
Accounting and the Petition 
for Determination of Heirship, 
Distribution, and Discharge is 
hereby set for 9:30 a.m. on the 
7th day of January, 2019, at 
the Court Room of said Court 
in the County Courthouse in 
Durant, Oklahoma, and all 
persons interested in said es-
tate are notified then and there 
to appear and show cause, if 
any they have, why the said 
account should not be settled 
and allowed, the heirs of Rich-
ard Keith Mitchell, deceased, 
determined, the estate distrib-
uted, and the Personal Repre-
sentative discharged.
Further, the Court entered its 
Order allowing the same to 
file in this Court the Final Ac-
counting and the Petition for 
Determination Heirship, Dis-
tribution, and Discharge which 
shall be filed no later than the 
ten (10) days prior to the Final 
Hearing.
Dated this 3rd day of Decem-
ber, 2018.
/s/Rocky Powers
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
Chris D. Jones, OBA No. 
21247
Jones Law, PC
113 N. 3rd Ave.
Durant, OK 74701
Telephone (580) 924-1444
Facsimile (580) 924-0444
www.joneslawpc.net

LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/6/2018, 12/13/2018 & 
12/20/2018
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
DISTRICT COURT, BRYAN 
COUNTY, OKLAHOMA
CASE NO. CV-2018-94
THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
TO THE DEFENDANTS
William Charles, Lucy Charles, 
Eben Charles and Emily Col-
lins FB Choctaw Indian Roll 
No. 11875, one and the same 
person as Emily Collins now 
Baker, if living and, if dead, 
^C known and unknown heirs, 
executors, administrators, de-
visees, trustees and assigns, 
immediate and remote, and 
the known and unknown heirs, 
executors, administrators, de-
visees, trustees and assigns, 
immediate and remote of Say-
anis Willie, FB Choctaw Indi-
an, Roll No. 13481, one and 
the same person as Sayanis 
Charles, deceased:
You, and each of you, are 
hereby notified that Jeffrey 
Allen Penz and Paula Willette 
Pena have filed a Petition in 
the District Court of Bryan 
County, State of Oklahoma, 
Case No. CV-2018-94 against 
you, and each of you, et al, 
alleging that they are the fee 
simple owners of the
following described real prop-
erty situate in Bryan County, 
State of Oklahoma, to-wit:
Tract I: SE4 NW4 NW4 of 
Section 23 and the SE4 SE4 
SW4 of
Section 14, all in Township 5 
South, Range 10 East of the 
Indian Base and Meridian, 
Bryan County, State of Okla-
homa, according to the U.S. 
Government Plat and survey 
thereof;
Tract II: NE4 NW4 of Section 
23, Township 5 South, Range 
10 East of the Indian Base and 
Meridian, Bryan County, State 
of Oklahoma, according to the 
U.S. Government Plat and 
Survey thereof.
That said Defendants, and 
each of them named herein, 
claim some right, title, lien,es-
tate, encumbrance, claim, 
assessment or interest in and 
to said real property involved 

herein adverse to that of said 
Plaintiffs, which constitutes 
a cloud upon the title of said 
Plaintiffs; and the said De-
fendants, and each of them, 
have no such right, title, lien, 
estate, encumbrance, claim, 
assessment or interest, either 
in law or equity, in and to said 
property, as is set forth in the 
Petition filed herein, reference 
made thereto. That Sayanis 
Willie, FB Choctaw Indian, 
Roll No. 13481, one and the 
same person as Sayanis 
Charles is deceased. That 
Plaintiffs are entitled to have 
judgment determining the 
names and individual identi-
ties of each and all persons 
who took, or were entitled to 
take, any interest in the estate 
of the above named deceased 
and to have a judicial determi-
nation that the respective sole 
and only heirs are as set forth 
in the Petition filed herein, 
reference made thereto. That 
the Defendants, and each of 
them, be adjudged to have 
no right, title, claim, estate or 
interest in and to the real prop-
erty involved in this cause of 
action and that they, and each 
of them, be perpetually barred 
and enjoined from setting up 
or asserting any right, title, 
claim, estate or interest in and 
to said property. That said De-
fendants, and each of them, 
must answer the Petition filed 
herein by Plaintiffs on or be-
fore the 18th day of January, 
2019,or said Petition will be 
taken as true and correct and 
judgment rendered accord-
ingly decreeing that the heirs 
of said deceased are as set 
forth in the Petition filed herein 
and that said Plaintiffs are the 
owners of the
property described in said Pe-
tition.
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND 
AND SEAL this 30th day of 
November, 2018.
/s/Donna Alexander
COURT CLERK OF BRYAN 
COUNTY
/s/ Susie Johnson
Deputy
TOM CRISWELL, III, OBA 
#2024
CRISWELL & CRISWELL, 
INC.

Attorney at Law
122 North Third Street
Durant, Oklahoma 74701
Tele. (580) 924-2119
Attorney for the Plaintiff
LPXLP
Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/06/2018 and 
12/13/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. PB-2018-100 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF
SMITH WAYNE WHITE, SR. 
A/K/A SMITH SON WAYNE 
WHITE A/K/A SON WHITE, 
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the Creditors of Smith 
Wayne White, Sr. a/k/a Smith 
Son Wayne White a/k/a Son 
White, Deceased:
All creditors having claims 
against Smith Wayne White, 
Sr. a/k/a Smith Son Wayne 
White a/k/a Son White, De-
ceased, are required to pres-
ent the same with a descrip-
tion of all security interests 
and other collateral (if any) 
held by each creditor with re-
spect to such claim, to Terecia 
Ann Beam, Personal Repre-
sentative, at the law office of 
Matt Mickle, attorney for the 
Personal Representative, on 
or before the following pre-
sentment date: February 11, 
2019, or the same will be for-
ever barred.
DATED this 3rd day of De-
cember, 2018.
/s/ Terecia Ann Beam
Terecia Ann Beam, Personal 
Representative
Matt B. Mickle, OBA #21534
323 W. Main Street
Durant, OK 74701
Telephone: (580) 924-7777
Telefax: (580) 924-2600
Attorney for Petitioner
LPXLP
Published in the Durant 

Democrat 12/06/2018 and 
12/13/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No: PB-2018-57
In the Matter of the Estate of
MARY ANNETTE CARLTON
NOTICE OF SETTLEMENT 
OF FINAL ACCOUNT AND 
DISTRIBUTION
Notice is hereby given: That 
JOHN HOLMES CARLTON, 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of MARY ANNETTE 
CARLTON, deceased, has 
rendered and presented for 
final settlement, and caused 
to be filed in said Court, his 
final account of his adminis-
tration of said estate together 
with his report and petition 
for final distribution and dis-
charge, and that the 7th day of 
January, 2019, commencing 
at 9:30 o’clock A.M., of said 
day, in the District Courtroom 
in the Courthouse in Durant, 
said Bryan County, has been 
fixed and appointed as the 
time and place for the settle-
ment of said account and the 
hearing of said report and pe-
tition, at which time and place 
any person interested in said 
estate may appear and file his 
exceptions, in writing, to the 
said account, and contest the 
same.
Notice is further given; That 
said account is for final settle-
ment and the estate is ready 
for distribution, and on confir-
mation of said final account, 
final distribution of said estate 
will be immediately had.
DATED this 30th day of No-
vember, 2018.
/s/ Mark Campbell
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
David Youngblood
P. O. Box 540
Atoka, OK 74525
Attorney for Estate
LPXLP

Ecological Restoration Services, LLC seeking 12 temporary nursery 
workers in Honey Grove TX 75446. Approx. start date: 12/15/2018 - end 
Date:  10/14/2019.  $15.00/hour biweekly payment, 9 hours/day, 6 days/
week. Employer guarantees work for hours equal to at least three fourths 
of the work days (deducting Federal Holidays) for the total employment 

period.  Prepare field for cultivation, make rows, digging holes, plant 
trees, planting wetland/upland grasses and plugs. Spraying various 

chemicals and fertilizers, mixing soils, harvest seedlings/collect seed by 
hand, and broadcast seeding. Operate and perform field and shed sani-
tation, install erosion control matting. Maintain farm equipment. Will walk, 
lift up to 50 lbs. stoop, bend, kneel repetitively for long periods of time. All 
work done outdoors in all kinds of weather. Production standards: Potting 

600 trees/day or planting 1200 bare root trees/day or cleaning ½ acre/
day. Training provided, 3 days to reach standard. Work tools, supplies 
and equipment to be provided at no cost. Housing will be available at 
no cost including U.S. workers that cannot reasonably return to their 

permanent residencies. Transportation and subsistence expenses to the 
worksite will be provided or paid by employer upon completion of 50% of 
work contract period. Daily subsistence rate of $12.26/day during travel to 

a maximum of $51.00/day with receipts.

Nursery Workers

APPLY AT 
WF SOL TEXOMA BONHAM

(903) 640-0222, 1205B E SAM RAYBURN DR, BONHAM, TX 75418-4945
JOB ORDER #TX7339369

&
SUBMIT YOUR AD EARLY 
FOR MAXIMUM RESULT

Introducing Our 3 Day Package Deal
INCLUDES: 

• 10% Off Total Price.
• Publishes 3 Editions (Sat, Tues, 
Thur) in the Durant Democrat.

Submit your Ad today, 
call 634-2151 or email us at 

customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

**Price based on word count (16-word min., $15.12 min)

Durant Democrat now publishes on Tuesday, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.
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Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/13/2018 & 
12/20/2018
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY

STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. PB-2014-3
In the Matter of the Estate of
James J. Gauthier, Deceased.
AMENDED NOTICE OF 
HEARING
SPECIAL ADMINISTRA-
TOR’S FINAL ACCOUNT 
AND PETITION FOR ORDER
ALLOWING FINAL AC-
COUNT, DISTRIBUTION, 
AND DISCHARGE
Notice is hereby given that 
D. David Haggerty, the duly 
Court-appointed and qualified 
Special Administrator of the 
Estate of James J. Gauthier, 
Deceased, has filed his Final 
Account of Special Adminis-
trator and Petition for Order 
Allowing Final Account, Dis-
tribution, and Discharge. A 
hearing has been fixed by the 
Judge of the District Court for 
January 9, 2019, at 9:30 a.m., 
in the District Courtroom, Bry-
an County Courthouse, 402 
West Evergreen Street, Du-
rant, Bryan County, Oklaho-
ma, and all persons interest-
ed in the Estate are notified 

to appear and show cause, 
if any they have, why the Ac-
count should not be settled 
and allowed. This Amended 
Notice supersedes the previ-
ous Notice of Hearing Special 
Administrator’s Final Account 
and Petition for Order Allow-
ing Final Account, Distribu-
tion, and Discharge filed here-
in on
December 5, 2018 which 
scheduled a hearing for Feb-
ruary 11, 2019 at 1:00 p.m., 
as said hearing was ordered 
stricken.
DATED this 11th day of De-
cember, 2018. 
/s/Mark Campbell
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
D. David Haggerty, OBA 
#21201
Attorney At Law
121 North Third A venue
Durant, Oklahoma 74701
(580) 924-0405 (telephone 
and facsimile)
Court-Appointed Special Ad-
ministrator
for the Estate of James J. 

Gauthier, Deceased.
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/13/2018.
In The District Court Of Bryan 
County
State Of Oklahoma
PG-18-33
In The Matter Of
The Guardianship Of
Cameron Williams
a minor child.
Notice of Petition for
Appointment of Guardian
You are hereby notified that 
Denise Cherry has petitioned 
the Court to be appointed 
guardian of the person and or 
estate of of the above named 
minor Cameron Williams and 
that said Petition will be heard 
in the Bryan County District 
Court on the 7 day of January 
2019, at 9:30 o’clock a.m. at 
which time you may appear 
and show cause if any, why 
said Petition should not be 
granted.
WITNESS my hand and seal 
of said Court this 11 day of 
December.
/s/ Mark Campbell
Judge of the District Court
LPXLP

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

classifieds
LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 

DEADLINES
TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
THURSDAY Noon WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY Noon FRIDAY

ADVERTISERS, PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADS
Any errors must be reported to our office no later than noon the 
day following the first insertion. In no event does the Durant Dem-
ocrat assume liability in excess of the cost of the ads in error.

5 EASY WAYS TO PLACE  
YOUR AD WITH US

CALL: 580-634-2151    FAX: 580-924-0962
EMAIL: customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

STOP BY: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK
MAIL: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK 74701

WRITE YOUR AD HERE (approximately 20 letters per line)

DurantDemocrat

ADVERTISING SALES 
PERSON WANTED
The Durant Democrat is looking  
to hire a sharp, energetic, and  

self-motivated sales person interested 
in selling newspaper advertising in the 

greater Durant market. Sales  
background is a plus but not  

necessary – we will train the right  
person. Position is mostly outside 
sales to local businesses, but will 

include some inside sales and clerical 
work. Account list is included, with 

incentives on expanding the list by up 
selling and cold calling. Good work 
environment for a great newspaper. 
Must be dependable and have your 
own transportation with insurance. 

Interested parties may contact 
sales manager Karen Brown at 
Karen@DurantDemocrat.com.

HELP WANTED 
Accounting/Quick 

Books/AP-AR/Office
Pay and benefits are 
commensurate with 

experience
DanWell Companies

580-920-5955
E-mail resume to 

mmanzo@danwellcompanies.com

CAPITAL AVAILABLE 
FOR BUSINESS,
COMMERCIAL  

& VENTURE CAPITAL.
$50,000 UP.

Call 580-509-5000  
or write

Jones and Jones  
Financial Service

348 W Maple Lane
Atoka, Ok 74525

NOW HIRING! 
Little Dixie Community

Action Agency is accepting 
applications for a Full-

Time Self-Help Housing 
Construction Supervisor. 
The position is located 

in  Ardmore, OK and will 
work in Carter, Love and 

Marshall Counties. 
Employment Applications 
and job descriptions are 

available at  
www.littledixie.org.

Paid benefits include: 
vacation, sick leave, 

employee life.
Optional benefits include:

health, dental, vision, 
retirement and more.

Salary is $37,374 per year.
LDCAA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer. M/F/Vets/Disabled and 

other protected categories.

Class-A CDL owner/
operator or driver 
with chance of 

becoming owner 
operator after 6 

months.  
Hauling dedicated stepdeck 

loads from Durant, OK to 
Oklahoma and surrounding 
states, mainly Texas (DFW) 
area. Requirements are 4 
years driving experience, 
a good driving record, 

dependable and honest.  

Must pass drug test. 

Call 361-319-0463.

LAND FOR SALE

GOT LAND?  Out hunters will Pay 
Top $$$ to hunt your land. Call for a 
FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-
309-1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.
com.

LEGAL SERVICES

SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
DISABILITY CLAIMS Saunders 
& Saunders Attorneys at Law. No 
Recovery - No Fee. 1-800-259-
8548 DRIS. 

WANT TO BUY

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 cyl-
inders or cases of cans. (312) 291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.com.

HANK HAS CASH WILL DASH! 
For old guitars, amps, mandolins, 
ukuleles, Gibson, Fender, Martin, 
Gretsch, etc. Top dollar cash paid. 
40 years in Tulsa. 1-800-525-7273 
www.stringswest.com.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE! Put 
your message where it matters 
most – in Oklahoma newspapers. 
We can place your ad in 160 news-
papers.  For more information or to 
place an ad, contact Landon Cobb 
at (405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK 
at 1-888-815-2672. 

OCAN120918

LAND FOR SALE

GOT LAND?  Out hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ to hunt your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com.

LEGAL SERVICES

SOCIAL SECURITY AND DISABILITY 
CLAIMS Saunders & Saunders 
Attorneys at Law. No Recovery - No 
Fee. 1-800-259-8548 DRIS. 

WANT TO BUY

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 cylin-
ders or cases of cans. (312) 291-9169; 
www.refrigerantfinders.com.

HANK HAS CASH WILL DASH! For 
old guitars, amps, mandolins, ukuleles, 
Gibson, Fender, Martin, Gretsch, etc. 
Top dollar cash paid. 40 years in Tulsa. 
1-800-525-7273 www.stringswest.com.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE! Put your 
message where it matters most – in 
Oklahoma newspapers. We can place 
your ad in 160 newspapers.  For more 
information or to place an ad, contact 
Landon Cobb at (405) 499-0022 or toll-
free in OK at 1-888-815-2672. 

OCAN120918
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OKLAHOMA CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING NETWORK
F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  C A L L  1 - 8 8 8 - 8 1 5 - 2 6 7 2

OKLAHOMA CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING NETWORK
F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  C A L L  1 - 8 8 8 - 8 1 5 - 2 6 7 2

RUCKER FARM
PRODUCE

Buying - Sell  
Crack Pecans

3-Step Pecan 
Cracking .35¢/LB  
Large Paper Shell Pecans 

(NEW CROP)
Home Style Peanut Brittle, 
Salsa, Honey, Mixed Nuts 

123 N. Franklin
Downtown Colbert, OK

580-296-2323

NOW OPEN
FOR SEASON

 

 

Big Five Head Start 
Procurement Clerk Needed 

 
Must be 18 years old and have a high 
school diploma or GED.  Must have a 
minimum of five years of experience in 
office work with expertise to detail work.  
Prefer accounting and/or procurement 
experience.  Must have good computer 
skills.  Excellent communication skills 
required.  Responsible for overall 
management of procurement procedures 
for the Head Start Program. No Criminal 
record as verified by DHS.  Must have 
valid Oklahoma driver’s license, vehicle 
liability insurance and a good driving 
record.  Apply online at www.bigfive.org. 
Submit applications to Big Five 
Community Services, Inc. 1502 N. 1st 
Ave., Durant, OK 74701. EOE/AA 

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom, Country 
living in town. Total 

electric, all 
appliances, water, 

sewer, garbage, pest 
control included. 
Monthly $650 

49th Street

580-924-2822
60734091

Timber 
ridge 

ApArTmenTs

Ask about our 
1, 2 & 3 

Bedrooms!
551 Wilson St
580-924-1222

60
73

39
99

580-775-3623
580-924-9290

60716169

HOUSE FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Dedicated Run Fill-In Driver 
Needed
Guaranteed Weekly Check 
From $700-$1200 per/wk
Required: No Felonies, Class 
A CDL, Clean Driving Record, 
2yrs Recent Driving experi-
ence Required
Call 9034958422

Newly Remodeled 2 Bedroom 
house
$475/month $500/deposit
221 SE 4th
5803809461

3 Bedroom 1 Bath Remodeled
$800/month $700/deposit
302 W. Elm
(580)513-1197

Eastern Oklahoma State 
College is seeking a Director 
of Clinical Education for its 
Respiratory Therapy degree 
program. Visit eosc.edu/em-
ployment for a detailed job 
description and to apply. In-
quiries to Debbie Walters at 
918-302-3642.

VISIT US AT DURANTDEMOCRAT.COM



Achille 50, Victory  
Life 31 (boys)

Achille built a 13-9 
advantage after the 
first stanza and slowly 
pulled away for its initial 
victory.

It was 25-15 at in-
termission and 38-21 
through three quarters.

Three players reached 
double figures for 
Achille topped by 11 
each from Trent Gibby 
and Zack Staton along 
with 10 points by Jimmy 
Bledsoe. Staton also tal-
lied seven rebounds and 
Bledsoe finished with 
eight steals.

Josh Hamby contrib-
uted seven points, Zedi-
ah Westbrook had six 
and Cy Burden scored 
five.

Achille 68, Victory  
Life 23 (girls)

Achille exploded to a 
23-2 lead after one quar-
ter and never looked 
back on the way to a 
dominant victory.

It was 36-14 at inter-
mission and 49-19 at the 
end of  three stanzas.

Karah Manry led the 
charge for Achille with 
19 points while Sommer 
Rater also reached dou-
ble figures with 16.

Jayme Todd pumped 
in nine, Taylor Davis had 
seven, Rylee Stanglin 
scored six, Jackie Todd 
added five, Madison 
Pointer four and Tristin 
Hill two.

Rock Creek 63, Lone 
Grove 30 (boys)

Karson Dry and Aar-
on Taylor pumped in 22 
points apiece and Rock 
Creek ran away to the 
victory.

The Mustangs 
grabbed a 16-5 advantage 
through one period and 
were up 44-18 at halftime 
and 66-22 through three 
stanzas.

Darian James tossed 
in 11, Luke Jestis added 
seven, Dylan Robinson 
scored five, Brayden 
Anguiano notched three, 
Zach Holden ended with 
two and Jaden Schafer 
notched one point.

Lone Grove 44, Rock 
Creek 20 (girls)

Three rough scoring 
quarters proved costly 
for the Lady Mustangs 

as Lone Grove cruised to 
the win.

The Lady Horns led 
16-4 at the end of  one 
quarter as both teams 
tallied 10 points in the 
second. Rock Creek 
managed just three 
points in the third and 
three in the fourth 
however.

Teeronie McCann 
paced Rock Creek with 
seven points. Karissa 
Blackburn contributed 
five, Brittany Farrington 
had four with Macy Con-
verse and Jolie Perry 
posting two each.

Bennington 52,  
Moyers 27 (girls)

After spotting Moyers 
an early 11-8 lead the 
Lady Bears erupted with 
a 19-0 second quarter 
burst and cruised home 
from there.

Kristin Jordan fueled 
three Bennington 
players in double figures 
with 15 points. Alexus 
Gibson and Cheyenne 
Miller both scored 10.

The Lady Bears also 
got seven from Makenzie 
Atwood, six by Rany 
Russell and Maci Hais-
lip’s four.

Stonewall 56, Caddo 
36 (boys)

The Bruins hung 
tough for three quarters 
but saw Stonewall pull 
away in a massive fourth 
quarter.

Caddo was ahead 19-18 
after the first stanza and 
trailed only 37-32 head-
ing into the final frame.

K.W. Adair paced the 
scoring charge with 16 
points. Kolton Neptune 
notched seven, Jacob 
Jenkins and Brayden 
Couch added five apiece, 
Hunter Hamill scored 
two and Michael Creel 
had one.

Caddo 56, Stonewall 
26 (girls)

A 21-point fourth 
quarter explosion helped 
Caddo pull away for the 
easy victory.

The Lady Bruins had 
four players reach dou-
ble figures led by Karlee 
Robison’s 15 points. 
Kylee Anderson canned 
four treys and finished 
with 13 while Kynsey 
Dixon and Brittany 
Miller added 10 points 
apiece.

Kennedy Morgan also 
checked in with four as 
did Patricia Molina.
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3 MONTH $25.10

6 MONTH $48.20

1 YEAR $92.40

Bryan County’s home-

less population will soon be 

getting some desperately 

needed resources, thanks 

to the efforts of  local indi-

viduals and churches.

Two homeless shel-

ters are in the works, one 

planned for Durant and 

another already under 

construction in Calera. 

This will signifi cantly in-

crease the level of  aid for 

local homeless families.

Groups in Durant al-

ready provide on-the-spot 

resources for homeless in-

dividuals and families, in-

cluding basic necessities, 

food bags and vouchers 

for short-term motel stays 

in some situations. But 

the one thing these people 

need most – medium to 

long-term housing – has 

been elusive until now.

“We desperately need 

a homeless shelter,” said 

Pamela Mitchell Robinson, 

director of  Bryan County 

United Way. “We’ve had 

a homeless problem for a 

long time. We don’t have 

resources for them, or ser-

vices for transitional liv-

ing.”
One group is currently 

building a 24-bed shelter 

in Calera under the name 

Compassion Outreach 

Center. Photos of  work on 

the structure have been 

circulating online recently, 

and Pastor David Ervin of  

Glory Bound Pentecostal 

Church in Calera said do-

nations are being accepted 

for clothing, hygiene items 

and furniture.

“We’ve been raising our 

own money and paying for 

it as we go,” he said of  the 

proposed shelter, which is 

being erected in his spare 

time. Ervin is a full-time 

registered nurse at Al-

lianceHealth in Durant. 

“It’s going to take every-

one doing their part. If  we 

work together, we can ac-

complish a lot.”

His inspiration came 

from helping a woman 

out of  homelessness a few 

years ago. She went on to 

become a nurse herself. “I 

know you can’t help every-
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Groups plan homeless shelters for county

BY ZACH MAXWELL

zach@durantdemocrat.com

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat

Items found at a possible homeless camp near the Durant 

library include clothing, chairs, books and this pair of shoes.

“The beginning of 

wisdom is this: Get 

wisdom. Though it 

cost all you have, get 

understanding.”
 - Proverbs 4:7

Easter eggs dropped by helicopter

Eggs are dropped Saturday from a helicopter piloted by Walter Prentice with Prentice Aviation Inc. during the Fusion Bible Easter Egg 

Drop on a fi eld at the Durant High School. Fifteen-thousand eggs were dropped from the helicopter in two separate drops for diff erent age 

groups of children. Fusion Bible is building a church at 1097 Gerlach Drive across from the high school.

People are shown reacting as the helicopter fl ies in to drop its eggs at the 

Durant High School. Fusion Bible estimated that 4,000 people attended 

and organizers said it was a great event. As the helicopter approached, the 

crowd chanted, “Drop those eggs.”

The race for the eggs begins at the Fusion Bible Easter Egg 

Drop. See photos of other Easter egg hunts on page 3.

Residents 
object to 
proposed 
opening of 
section line
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Bryan County Commissioners 

tabled action on opening a section 

line at Folsom and Wilson roads to 

construct a road for property that is 

landlocked.

Commissioners Ron Boyer, Tony 

Simmons and Jay Perry met Monday 

morning in the Bryan County Court-

house Annex.

Property owner Dr. Kinion Whit-

tington has requested that a section 

line be opened so a road can be built 

to his property.

Several residents who live in the 

area spoke out against it.

Jerry Carter expressed concerns 

that a sand pit will be put on the site 

and that trucks are already damaging 

the roads.
Deborah Lawrence, who has lived 

on property near there for 54 years, 

said the proposed road would go 

through her front yard and be three 

feet from her porch.

“Cars would be running up and 

down the side of  my house,” Law-

rence said. “I think it would be re-

ally dangerous to the people who live 

there.”

Woman injured 

after swerving 

vehicle to 
avoid animal
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

A Durant woman was seriously 

injured after swerving her vehicle to 

miss an animal in the roadway, the 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol said.

Sixty-two-year-old Dianne Houston 

was fl own to Plano Medical Center, 

Plano, Texas, after the 6:28 p.m. Fri-

day accident on Old Highway 70 2.1 

miles east of  Durant.

She was listed in critical condition 

at the time of the OHP report.

OHP said she was driving a pickup 

westbound when she swerved to the 

right to miss an animal in the road-

way. Her pickup struck a fence post, a 

tree and then rolled 3/4 time.

Houston was pinned approximately 

20 minutes before being freed by Du-

rant fi refi ghters, according to the re-

port. She was wearing a seat belt.

Trooper Kyle Ince, assisted by 

Trooper B.J. Keeling, investigated the 

accident. The Bryan County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce and Bryan County EMS also 

responded.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

SEE SHELTERS, PAGE 8

Durant Schools were closed 

Monday to allow educators to 

visit the teacher rally at the 

State Capitol while many who 

stayed in town held signs at in-

tersections to show support.

From approximately 7 a.m. 

until 6 p.m. Monday, teachers, 

support staff, parents and stu-

dents stood at the Washington 

Avenue and University Boule-

vard intersection. Others had 

also been set up on West Main 

Street.
Some of the signs were en-

couraging motorists to honk if  

they love and support teachers. 

Many horns were honked as 

traffi c went through the inter-

section.

Gina Pilgreen, a one-on-one 

teacher aide, said about 20 peo-

ple were participating in the 

show of support in rotating sup-

port.
“A group went to the capitol 

and for those who could not go, 

we chose to show our support 

this way,” Pilgreen said.

Organizers said it was not 

BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Locals stand at intersections 

to show support for teachers

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Durant Schools were closed Monday to allow educators to travel to the 

State Capitol to advocate for education funding. Teachers, support staff , 

parents and students held a show of support Monday at the Washington 

Avenue and University Boulevard intersection.

SEE OBJECT, PAGE 8

SEE TEACHERS, PAGE 8

A Southeastern Okla-homa State University (SE) adjunct English professor and poet has been named a fi nalist in The Oklahoma Center for the Book Awards.Ron Wallace has written eight books of  poetry and this is the fourth time he has been named a fi nalist. This time, it is for his new-est book, “Renegade and Other Poems.”
Wallace was born at the former Haynie Hospital in Durant in 1953 and his fa-ther was a Durant police offi cer.

A 1977 graduate of  SE, Wallace began teaching at Colbert High School in 1978, a position he held almost 30 years. He has taught at Southeastern since August 2008. Wallace says he was inspired by the late Den-nis and Billie Letts, and the late Howard Starks, all former English instructors 

at SE. Mrs. Letts was the author of  the best-selling novel, “Where the Heart is,” and Mr. Letts was an actor. Starks was an avid poet who published a book of his po-ems in the 1990s.
Wallace’s poems were fi rst published in 1976 in SE’s poetry magazine, In-sight.

He said he did not write again for publication for al-most 30 years.
In 2005, he started writing at an online site and won a publishing contract with 

If  you see a colorful bus painted up with smiling animals rolling up and down the Highway 70 cor-ridor, it’s likely delivering books to preschoolers in southeast Oklahoma.
This bookmobile is part of  the Early Steps to Lit-eracy program of Choctaw Nation Child Care As-sistance. Two Head Start instructors take turns driving the bookmobile to pre-K classrooms and day cares throughout Bryan, Choctaw and McCurtain counties.

“It’s crazy but it’s so fun,” said one of  those in-structors, Makenzie Mus-sett of  Fort Towson. “The kids know the bus, you can see them looking at it through the fence. They get so excited, it makes it all worth it.”
When the youngsters enter the bus, most make a beeline for the back where 

a giant teddy bear and pil-lows form a sort of  reading nook. Both walls of  the vehicle, a converted Head Start bus, have book racks stacked fi ve high and fi lled with children’s tales. There are no seats – except for the driver of  course.
At this point, we should point out that they don’t actually take the kids any-where on this particular book bus. No seats; that would be unsafe. They stay parked by the Head Start 

or day care, the kids come on, pick their books and fi le back out to get back to class.
It’s all part of  an early literacy support program to encourage the children to read more. Program Co-ordinator Rhonda Vaught said there is also a home visitation component to the program. When the Bookmobile is not making the rounds, her staff  visits 

Colbert ISD Superintendent Jarvis Dobbs was elated at the re-sults of  the April 3 vote for school bond issues. However, Rock Creek’s superintendent was likely disappointed.
Colbert voters approved a $465,000 bond issue for technology and security upgrades.
“I want to thank all the com-munity for supporting our school and our students,” Dobbs said.Eighty-eight percent of  voters approved the plan to fi nance the installation of  interactive boards in every classroom. The boards use touchscreen technology to 

allow teachers and students to in-teract with the curriculum rather than just read it. In addition, the bond issue will pay for single-entry locking systems at all the Colbert school buildings. Dobbs said this will enhance security by allowing school personnel to control who has access to school facilities.
According to the Oklahoma Election Board Website, 185 voters supported the bond issue while 25 voted against the measure for a total of  210 votes cast.

“Safety is pretty high on every-body’s list and everybody wants the newest technology,” he said.Dobbs expects the boards and security system to be in place 

when the new school year begins next August.
In the same election Rock Creek failed to get a $1.5 million bond issue for construction. Roughly 54 percent of  Rock Creek voters turned down the proposition with 46 percent approving. The Okla-homa Election Board reported 192 yes votes against 220 no votes for a total of  412 votes cast.

Rock Creek offi cials were hop-ing to build a new administra-tion and conference building and covered walkways to connect the new and existing buildings. Rock Creek Superintendent Preston Burns was not available for com-ment, according to Rock Creek staff.

Matthew Nahrstedt doesn’t believe Durant can be successful unless it has a comprehensive plan.
“Successful communi-ties don’t just happen,” said Nahrstedt, Durant’s new community development director and city planner.

Nahrstedt spoke to about 30 visitors at a town hall meeting in the Donald W. Reynolds Community Center & Library Tuesdaynight. In addition to askingquestions and expressingideas, visitors studied maps of  the city marked withpossible improvements. Nahrstedt pointed out thatDurant has seen signifi cantchanges since its last com-prehensive plan was writ-ten in 2002.
“This (comprehensive plan) needs to be updated every 5-7 years,” Nahrstedt said.

As new industries move into Bryan County, they place an increasing demand on Durant’s infrastructure. Everything from police and 

fi re to transportation to public health services are challenged. Without a plan, Nahrstedt said city leaders would be hard pressed to deal with the demand.
Durant City Council Member Oden Grube, who represents Ward 2, was at the meeting. She said she’s glad to see a plan. Grube said the city is outgrowing its infrastructure because of  industrial growth that doesn’t directly benefi t Durant. While recent busi-nesses have produced jobs, Grube said the company’s pay little in the way of local taxes.

“We need more retail businesses,” Grube said.
Charlie Bachmann is a long-time Durant resident who moved to the city in 1978. He left for several years then moved back af-ter he retired. He said he is glad to see the city is plan-ning for its future. Bach-mann said he hopes there will be an emphasis on zoning and building codes. Bachmann said the city 
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Lady Storm walkoff 
East Central for sweepSPORTS 3
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“He was despised and 
rejected by mankind, 
a man of suff ering, 

and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom 

people hide their faces 
he was despised, and 

we held him in low 
esteem.”

- Isaiah 53:3

Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”

New plans 
underway 
for Durant
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com

Michael Clements | Durant DemocratMatthew Nahrstedt, Community Development Director and City Planner for the city of Durant, talks with Johnny Shep-herd during a town hall meeting Tuesday night. Nahrstedt is working on a long-range comprehensive plan for the city which he hopes have completed within the next 10 months.

Colbert ISD bond wins 
big, Rock Creek dies
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com

SEE PLANS, PAGE 9

SEE BOOK, PAGE 9

SEE FINALIST, PAGE 9

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat
There were no serious injuries after this vehicle drove through a wrought iron fence and over a 12-foot wall Tuesday in the 

parking lot of Whataburger. Durant police on the scene said the driver went to the hospital with a possible minor injury, 

while a passenger in the vehicle was unharmed and could be seen talking to offi  cers at the scene near Radio Road.

Over the wall…

BY ZACH MAXWELL
zach@durantdemocrat.com

Choctaw Nation literacy program includes a mobile book nook

Zach Maxwell | Durant DemocratChildren from Miranda Matlock’s class at Choctaw Nation Head Start in Durant enjoy their books from the tribe’s bookmobile visit on Tuesday, April 3.

Local poet a fi nalist 
in book awards

BY MATT SWEARENGIN
matt@durantdemocrat.com

Ron Wallace is shown with his poetry book “Renegade and Other Poems.”

A boy was injured after 

being hit by a car Thurs-

day at Walmart.

The accident hap-

pened at approximately 

3:30 p.m. just outside the 

doors on the pharmacy 

side of  the building.

When Durant fi re-

fi ghters arrived, Bryan 

County EMS was on the 

scene, and there was a 

grandmother lying on the 

ground with her grand-

son in front of  a car, ac-

cording to a Durant Fire 

Department report.

OKLAHOMA CITY — 

The Oklahoma Senate ap-

proved two bills Friday 

designed to generate about 

$40 million more for public 

schools, but it was unclear 

whether that would be 

enough to placate thou-

sands of  teachers on a fi ve-

day strike seeking more 

money for education.

Republican Gov. Mary 

Fallin next will decide 

whether to sign the reve-

nue-raising plans into law.

Some of Oklahoma’s 

largest school districts 

have already canceled 

classes on Monday. Okla-

homa Education Asso-

ciation Executive Direc-

tor David Duvall says he 

doesn’t think the legisla-

tion does enough to keep 

teachers from walking out 

again next week.

“Our members know 

their needs, and they’re 

going to tell us when it’s 

enough,” Duvall said. “I 

anticipate that we’ll be 

back up here on Monday.”

Senate Floor Leader 

Greg Treat, a key negotia-

tor on the budget, said he 

had not met with educa-

tion union leaders and 

didn’t know what it would 

take to resolve the situa-

tion.
“I’m not the one who 

started the walkout, so I’m 

not the person to ask,” said 

Dig out those swim-

suits, Durant! We are ex-

actly seven weeks away 

from “Splash Day” at the 

Carl Albert Park pool.

City parks crew has se-

lected May 26 (a Saturday) 

as the offi cial opening 

day for the pool, which is 

currently under the fi rst 

phase of  a two-phase, 

$750,000 renovation. Pub-

lic Works Director Marty 

Cook said the contracted 

work is currently “at or 

ahead of  schedule.”

After a few swimming 

seasons of  wrangling 

with the Oklahoma De-

partment of  Health over 

safety and regulatory is-

sues, the city has gotten 

the fi rst $305,000 of  work 

underway. This portion 

of  the project covers ev-

erything from pool liner 

replacement to painting 

the big green mushroom 

in the baby pool.

A second phase, after 

this summer, will entail 

renovation of  the bath 

house and some upgrades 

to the fi ltration system. 

Early estimates place the 

cost of  this work around 

$450,000 because more 

structural building mate-

rial will go into the work.

For now, the real ac-

tion is in the pool. In re-

cent weeks, park visitors 

could see a pickup truck 

and other equipment 

down at the bottom of the 

(empty) pool. Some sand-

blasting of  the walls is go-

ing on, as contractors re-

place a plastic liner with 

The Durant Industrial 

Authority (DIA) will be 

without an executive di-

rector a little longer after 

the Durant City Council 

rejected a plan presented 

by City Manager Tim Run-

del.
Under the plan, the di-

rector would have been 

paid by the city and report 

to the city manager. At the 

same time, the director 

would have worked for the 

DIA and answered to its 

board of  directors for that 

work.
City staff  has been work-

ing on the plan since the 

former executive director, 

Tommy Kramer, retired 

last August. Under the new 

plan, the executive direc-

tor’s salary would be paid 

from proceeds of  a fran-

chise fee paid by OG&E 

for providing power at the 

CMC expansion. Rundel 

said this would give the 

city more control and ac-

countability because it 

would be paying for a spe-

cifi c item rather than just 

“overhead.”

“We would no longer be 

sending up to $800,000 per 

year to the DIA for ‘over-

head,’” said Rundel.

Councilmembers Destry 

Hawthorne, Chad Hitch-

cock and Oden Grube vot-

ed against the plan. Mayor 

Jerry Tomlinson and 

Councilman Mike Dills 

voted for it.

Hitchcock said he was 

concerned over the idea of  

the director answering to 

two bodies.
“What happens when 

the city and the (DIA) is at 

odds?” he asked.

Rundel said that ulti-

mately, the director would 

work for the city. Tomlin-
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White edges Blue in 

overtime at SE spring game

SPORTS 9
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Less waiting for emergency care (and a lot more care, if you need it).

*Medical professionals may include physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners. AllianceHealth Durant is owned in part by physicians.

In a medical emergency, every minute matters. So, at AllianceHealth Durant, you’ll find faster care  

in the emergency room. We work diligently to have you initially seen by a medical professional* in 

30 minutes – or less. And, with a team of dedicated medical specialists, we can provide a lot more 

care, if you need it.

The 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge – AllianceHealth Durant. MyAllianceHealth.com

“I have told you these 

things, so that in me 

you may have peace. 

In this world you will 

have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome 

the world.”

- John 16:33

UPCOMING 

EVENTS
April 7

Magnolia Farmers Mar-

ket starts this Saturday 

and every Saturday 

through October at 

Market Square in down-

town Durant. Hours 

are 8 a.m. to noon. For a 

vendor application, call 

(580) 924-1550.

April 12
On April 12 at 7 

p,.m., Book Talk meets 

at Donald W. Reynolds 

Community Center & 

Library, 1515 W. Main 

St. in Durant, to discuss 

“Traveling Mercies: 

Some Thoughts on 

Faith,” by national 

bestselling author Anne 

Lamott. Marion Hill, lo-

cal mystery writer, will 

lead discussion of  the 

book she describes as 

“thoughtful, sometimes 

touching, often hi-

larious.” Copies of  Book 

Talk selections are 

available for purchase 

at the library service 

desk. The public is 

welcome at the group’s 

discussions. The May 10 

meeting will not have a 

chosen book to discuss 

but will be the annual 

“sharing session,” when 

individual members 

recommend books 

they’ve read and liked. 

Book Talk will then 

take its summer break, 

resuming on September 

13.
Singing Church Women 

of Oklahoma will be in 

concert at 7 p.m. April 

12 at Bloomer Sullivan 

Arena, 130 Magnolia Av. 

in Durant.

April 15
The St. William Calf Fry 

will be Sunday, April 

15 in Haggard Hall at 

the Fairgrounds. Food 

will be served at noon 

and a live auction and 

silent auction will be 

had as well as activities 

for the children. Tickets 

can be purchased at the 

door. The live auction 

begins about 1:30 p.m. 

and there will be a $500 

ticket drawing following 

the auction. You must 

be present to win.

Sherman Andrus will 

be in concert at the 

Durant First Nazarene 

, 724 West Texas St. in 

Durant at the 10 a.m. 

service April 15. He 

sang with the “Andrus 

Blackwood Company.” 

The public is invited 

and the concert is free, 

but there will be a love 

offering.

Council rejects DIA director plan

Questions about ordinance raised

BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS

michael@durantdemocrat.com

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

Members of the First U.S. Artillery reenactors fi re off  “Aunt Jane” during the 27th Annual 

Rendezvous at Fort Washita, Thursday. Nick Wallace of Fort Towson is a member of the group 

and said he has been involved in historic reenactments since he was a boy. Wallace said that 

the cannon belongs to Fort Washita and is a crowd favorite when it is fi red. Wallace’s fellow 

reenactor, Garrett Mussett, said the group named the cannon Aunt Jane for a reason. “We 

named her Aunt Jane after a ghost that haunts the fort,” he said. The Rendezvous opened 

Wednesday and will be open today from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Members of Ms. Wigin-

ton’s second-grade class 

from Silo elementary en-

gaged in a spirited game 

of stickball during the 

27th Annual Rendezvous 

at Fort Washita Thursday 

afternoon. In addition 

to stickball, the children 

learned other traditional 

Native American games 

including marbles and 

chunky, a game in which 

the children threw sticks 

at a stone disc that is 

rolled across the ground. 

Having a blast

Pool work on 

track for ‘Splash 

Day’ opening
BY ZACH MAXWELL

zach@durantdemocrat.com

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat

Workers and heavy equipment are at the bottom of an 

empty pool at Carl Albert Park, getting the pool refur-

bished for the coming swim season.

Senate approves $40M for 

schools as strike goes on
BY SEAN MURPHY

Associated Press

Child hit by car 

at Walmart
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

SEE REJECTS, PAGE 2

SEE POOL, PAGE 2

SEE CHILD, PAGE 2

SEE STRIKE, PAGE 2

SEE EVENTS, PAGE 2
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Photo by Craig Rennie
Durant Lion Bryson Lyday is shown in a play with a Hugo 
player during a game Friday in Durant. Tuesday, the Lions 
won a game by one point with Ardmore.

5) are tied at 1-2. South-
ern Nazarene (1-7) is 1-3 
and Southern Arkansas 
(1-6) is last at 0-3.

Katie Webb leads the 
Storm in scoring (20.6), 
rebounding (8.4), assists 
(20) and blocked shots 
(seven). She is second 
with 13 steals. Webb is 
shooting .581 from the 
field on 54 of  92, .500 on 
five of  10 three-pointers 
and .775 on 31 of  40 free 
throws.

Kamryn Cantwell is 
averaging 11.3 points 
and 4.7 boards with 17 
assists and eight steals. 
Alix Robinson is scor-
ing 9.3 points, grabbing 
4.3 rebounds and is 
second with 19 assists. 
Briley Moon averages 
9.1 points, 3.3 boards 
with 12 assists and a 
team-high 16 steals.

THE LATEST GAC 
men’s basketball stand-
ings have Southeastern 
(6-1) and Southern Naz-
arene (9-1) tied for first 
place at 3-1. Southern 
Nazarene’s lone loss 
was to Southeastern.

Henderson State (7-2), 
Southern Arkansas (7-
2), Arkansas-Monticello 
(5-3), Harding (4-4) and 
Oklahoma Baptist (3-4) 
are knotted for third 
place at 2-1.

Ouachita Baptist 
(4-3), East Central (4-4) 
and Northwestern (2-6) 
are locked up at 1-2. 
Arkansas Tech 2-6) and 
Southwestern (2-6) are 
winless at 0-3.

Kevin Buckingham is 
averaging a double-dou-
ble as he sparks the 
Storm with 18.2 points 
and 10.8 rebounds a 
game. He also leads the 
team with seven steals 
and three blocked shots. 
He is shooting .597 from 
the field on 43 of  72, .500 
from beyond the arc on 
10 of  20 and .867 on13 of  
15 free throws.

Kellen Manek is 
scoring 15.3 points with 
5.6 boards. He shoots 
.466 from the floor on 34 
of  73, .406 with 13 of  32 
treys and .867 on 26 of  
30 freebies.

Jett Jobe averages 
13.3 points with a team-
high 41 assists and is 
second with six steals. 
Adam Dworsky is hit-
ting 11.3 points with 3.6 
rebounds a game and is 
second with 40 assists.

THE UNIVERSITY 
OF OKLAHOMA’s Ky-
ler Murray won or was 
named …

You can fill in the 
blank as the Sooner 
standout keeps hauling 
in hardware and honors 
after his brilliant sea-
son as a small and swift 
quarterback for the 
Crimson and Cream.

This has been a 
dream season for OU 
and a nightmare for 
opponents and it’s still 
a work in progress as 
Murray has led the 
Sooners to the NCAA 
Division 1 Final Four.

No. 4 Oklahoma (12-1) 
will lock horns with 
No. 1 Alabama (13-0) 
at 7 p.m. Saturday, 
December 29, after No. 
2 Clemson (13-0) and 
No. 3 Notre Dame (12-0) 
meet at 3 p.m. in the 
first playoff  semifinal. 
Both games are listed 
on ESPN, but that’s no 
guarantee they will 
actually be on ESPN 
instead of  one of  many 
spinoffs.

Pay your dime and 
take your chance.

Everybody was won-
dering whether it would 
be OU or Ohio State 
in the playoffs. Please 
explain the thinking to 
me. My understanding 
was that conference 
championships would 
weigh heavily in the 
final determination.

Riddle me this, 
pollmeisters.

Notre Dame did not 
play in a conference. 
Conference champion-
ships weigh heavily in 
the final determination. 
What the heck is Notre 
Dame doing in the play-

offs. The Fighting Irish 
knew going in confer-
ence championships 
were a big part of  this 
and still told the raters 
to go eat grass.

Notre Dame was 
ranked No. 3 in the 
final poll. How does this 
compute?

How about no con-
ference affiliation, no 
playoffs?

The Irish schedule in-
cluded football powers 
like Southern Cal (5-7), 
Navy (3-10), Ball State 
(4-8), Florida State (5-7) 
and 6-6 teams Wake For-
est and Virginia Tech.

With strength of  
schedule like that, why 
weren’t the Fighting 
Irish No. 1 in all of  
these United States?

Just asking.
BACK TO THE BIG 

DOG.
OU’s Kyler Mur-

ray won the Heisman 
Trophy. This was No. 7 
for the Sooners and tied 
them with Notre Dame. 
OU was the first school 
to have back-to-back 
quarterbacks win the 
Heisman.

He was named FWA 
(Football Writers of  
America) and AP (Asso-
ciated Press) first-team 
All-America.

He was named AP 
Player of  the Year.

He won the Davey 
O’Brien Award for top 
college quarterback.

His quarterback rat-
ing of  96.0 was best in 
the FBS (Football Bowl 
Subdivision) in the last 
15 years.

He was responsible 
for 51 touchdowns.

He averaged more 
than 300 yards passing 
and 60 yards rushing.

Murray leads the na-
tion in total yards with 
4,945 and points respon-
sible for with 306.

His passing efficiency 
was 205.7 points and the 
FBS record was 198.9.

He averaged 11.9 
yards per pass attempt 
against the 11.1 record.

He averaged 16.8 
yards per pass comple-
tion to tie the record.

He was second in 
pass-completion per-
centage at .709, which 
was first in any Power 5 
conference.

Okay, that stuff  is so 
2018.

Murray never lost 
a high-school football 
game and led Allen 
(Texas) High School to 
three state champion-
ships.

Kyler Murray is listed 
at 5-9 and 195 pounds 
and is a redshirt-junior 
with the Sooners. That 
leave him another year 
of  eligibility.

Murray was drafted 
in the 9th round by the 
Oakland Athletics of  
major league baseball. 
He has already signed 
and received a nifty 
bonus of  $4.66 million 
dollars. This is his mon-
ey, regardless of  how 
his baseball career goes.

He has said he will 
play baseball next year. 
This means he will not 
be back with the Sooner 
footballers. 

Murray is a great 
football player and also 
very smart. Playing 
baseball will eliminate 
the risk of  big and 
mean and strong and 
fast linebackers and 
defensive ends making 
him the target du jour 
every time the ball is 
snapped.

OU coach Lincoln 
Riley caught lightning 
a bottle with first Baker 
Mayfield and now Kyler 
Murray.

Both won Heisman 
trophies. Both won Big 
12 championships. Both 
were pretty fair quar-
terbacks.

If  Riley has any 
thoughts about coach-
ing in the NFL, this 
would be an opportune 
time to give it a try.

What are the odds on 
next year’s Sooner QB 
keeping the Heisman 
and

Big 12 title string 
going?

Just saying.

HARMON
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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SE men tied 
for first, ladies 
third in GAC 
standings

Southeastern basketball swept 
Great American Conference op-
ponents Southern Nazarene and 

Northwestern here last week.
Coach Darin Grover’s ladies topped 

Southern Nazarene 66-49 with Neely 
Noel knocking in 15 points and five of  
seven three-pointers. Kamryn Cant-
well and Briley Moon added 13 each 
and Katie Webb posted a double-dou-

ble with 10 points and 
10 rebounds.

Webb led the way 
with 23 points and 
eight boards as 
the Storm stopped 
Northwestern 77-66. 
Cantwell and Moon 
scored 14 each and 
Alix Robinson had 
12 points and eight 

rebounds.
Coach Kelly Green’s men upset 

unbeaten Southern Nazarene 76-43 
with Kevin Buckingham hitting 15 
points and grabbing 11 rebounds for a 
double-double. D.J. Henderson had 14 
points, Adam Dworsky, Kellen Manek 
and Kayo Goncalves scored 11 each 
and Goncalves pulled down eight 
boards. Jett Jobe scored 10 points and 
Dworsky also collected a season-high 
12 assists.

The Storm popped Northwestern 
81-61 with Dworsky hitting 23 points 
while dishing out seven assists. Jobe 
notched his high mark with 18 points 
to go with seven assists and Manek 
chipped in 10 points.

Dworsky (5-11, sophomore from 
Flower Mound, Texas) earned GAC 
men’s co-Player of  the Week as he 
averaged 17 points, hit 59.1 percent 
from the field and was six of  11 on 
three-pointers.

The ladies are 3-1 at home and the 
men are 3-0.

Southeastern goes out of  confer-
ence Saturday by hosting Ecclesia 
College of  Arkansas in 5:30 and 7:30 
p.m. games in Bloomer Sullivan 
Arena.

The Storm will close out the 2018 
portion of  the schedule against Hen-
derson State on Tuesday, December 
18, at noon and 2 p.m.

Mark your calendar for Ecclesia 
College: Tuesday, December 18. Noon 
for the ladies, 2 p.m. for the men.

The 2019 schedule tips off  on Thurs-
day, January 3, when Southeastern 
gets back into GAC play against Ar-
kansas Tech with 5:30 and 7:30 games 
in Bloomer Sullivan Arena.

The six-game home stretch will 
wrap up when Harding visits the 
Snake Pit on Saturday, January 5, for 
games at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Storm men will step out of  GAC 
play with an exhibition game at the 
University of  Texas-San Antonio at 3 
p.m. on December 29.

THE LATEST GAC women’s 
basketball standings show Southwest-
ern (8-1) and Henderson State (7-1) 
leading the way at 3-0.

Southeastern (4-3) is alone in third 
place at 3-1 with Harding (6-2) and 
Ouachita Baptist (4-4) knotted at 2-1. 
East Central (5-3), Oklahoma Baptist 
(4-4), Arkansas Tech (3-4), Northwest-
ern (4-6) and Arkansas-Monticello (2-

HAROLD
HARMON
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SPORTS SCHEDULE
Today
Basketball: Achille at Colbert; Caddo at McAl-

ester Tournament; Fort Towson at Boswell; 
Stringtown at Tushka

Wrestling: Sulphur at Durant

Friday, Dec. 14 
Basketball: Calera at Lone Grove; Dickson at 

Kingston; Silo at Roff

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Basketball: Tulsa Hale at Durant, 3:30
Basketball: Ecclesia College at Southeastern, 

5:30

Lions stun Ardmore to 
highlight local basketball

Tyler Hamblin’s putback 
in the closing seconds pro-
vided the winning points as 
Durant stunned Ardmore, 
62-61, in boys basketball 
action Tuesday night.

The Lions trailed 44-40 
after three quarters but Dan-
iel Long poured in nine and 
Hamblin scored seven in a 
22-point barrage in the final 
eight minutes to pull out the 
victory to snap a four-game 
losing skid. Durant came 
away with the win despite 

hitting only two of 12 free 
throw attempts after inter-
mission.

Long finished with 22 
points to pace the offensive 
charge with Hamblin check-
ing in with 19. Bryson Lyday 
also contributed 11, Zyari-
us Clark posted five, Rhys 
Dudek scored three and 
Luke Gaines added two.

Ardmore 74, Durant 17 
(girls)

Third-ranked Ardmore 
rolled to a 16-5 lead after one 
period and continued to flex 
its muscle throughout on 

the way to the dominant tri-
umph over the Lady Lions.

Karlie Westmoreland and 
Landri Sims notched four 
points each to lead the Lady 
Lions.

Tristyn Hamilton, Alli 
Keel and Annalee Jones all 
finished with three.

Silo 61, Kingston JV 53 
(boys)

The Rebels broke on 
top early but could never 
completely put the young 
Redskins away until the end.

Silo led 11-4 after one 
quarter and 30-20 at the 

half  before seeing the edge 
shrink to 42-35 at the end of  
three stanzas.

Leyton Manners topped 
the offensive charge for the 
Rebels with a season-best 18 
points while Jacob Lawless 
and Korben Ford also hit 
double digits with 17 and 12 
points respectively.

Dylan Turner added eight 
and Chase Corbin finished 
with six.

Jase Hayes topped the 
Kingston JV with a game-
high 24 points.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Lady Lion Annalee Jones is shown during a game Friday with Hugo. Tuesday, the Lady Lions were defeated by Ardmore.

Photos provided | WI

LEFT: The annual Hoop Shoot 
contest was recently conducted 
at Washington Irving. Shown from 
left, are 8-9 year old girl winner, 
Kalli Parrott, 10-11 year old boy 
winner, Mayko Aguillar and 8-9 year 
old boy winner, Keshawn Smith. WI 
winners received a certificate and 
a new basketball. The county com-
petition will be held at the Durant 
Middle School starting at 9a.m. on 
Saturday December 15.

ABOVE: Washington Irving stu-
dents are shown practicing for the 
annual Hoop Shoot contest.

Heisman winner Murray thrills A’s, except when he scrambles

LAS VEGAS (AP) — 
Whenever Kyler Murray 
scrambles, the Oakland 
Athletics cringe.

They definitely don’t 
want their prized base-
ball prospect hurt on the 
football field.

The Heisman Tro-
phy-winning quarterback 
from Oklahoma has made 
himself  many new fans in 
the A’s organization — 
except when he dashes 
from the pocket.

Murray is a shifty run-
ner, often breaking loose 
for big gains. He’ll next 

play Dec. 29 when he 
leads the fourth-ranked 
Sooners against bruising 
No. 1 Alabama in a col-
lege football semifinal.

“We are big Oklahoma 
fans right now, for sure. 
It’s kind of  tough to watch 
him scramble around a 
little bit sometimes. But 
still, it’s exciting,” Athlet-
ics manager Bob Melvin 
said Tuesday at the win-
ter meetings.

The Athletics are 
counting on Murray 
wearing an Oakland jer-
sey in a few months at 
spring training, sharpen-
ing his skills as an out-
fielder.

Drafted last June in the 
first round as the ninth 
overall pick, Murray 
signed with Oakland for 
$4.66 million. There was 
an agreement between 
the team and Murray that 
he would play football 
this year, then skip his 
senior season to begin his 
pro baseball career.

Murray showed off  his 
skills at the Coliseum in 
an A’s uniform back in 
June. Melvin, executive 
Billy Beane and general 
manager David Forst are 
just a few of the A’s brass 
who have been watching 
him closely ever since as 
he guides Oklahoma.

Not to mention some 
potential division oppo-
nents.

“I’m watching Oklaho-
ma football,” Angels gen-
eral manager Billy Eppler 
said, smiling and chuck-
ling from his suite high 
above the Las Vegas Strip. 
“He seems like a very re-
markable athlete. We’ve 
known that a little bit 
about him, even from his 
high school days. He was 
a two-sport All-American 
in high school, Mr. Every-
thing. I know somebody 
that has come in contact 
with him even back when 
he was just coming out 
of  high school. His quar-

terback development and 
all those types of  things, 
I have some common 
friends from some NFL 
commonalities, and he’s 
really fun to watch. It will 
be interesting to see how 
all that unfolds.”

Melvin is watching 
more Oklahoma games 
than he expected, noting: 
“We are pulling hard for 
them.”

“You’re reading be-
fore the season started is 
he going to be the start-
er there and the next 
thing you know he’s the 
Heisman Trophy winner 
and has a chance to win 
national championship,” 

Melvin said.
Murray is represented 

by agent Scott Boras, and 
the A’s fully expect Mur-
ray to pursue baseball.

“He’s one of  the great 
athletes you’re going to 
see,” Melvin said. “How 
many guys are able to … 
drafted in the first round 
… Heisman Trophy win-
ner? There aren’t many 
of those guys. You know 
athletically he can handle 
just about anything.”

Melvin certainly has 
envisioned Murray as an 
A’s major leaguer one 
day.

“Sure,” Melvin said. “I 
don’t know when.”
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