
STAFF REPORT

The annual Shop with a 
Cop event was held Wednes-
day at Walmart and organiz-
ers say it was a success.

Shop with a Cop is spon-
sored by the Durant Police 
Reserves with other volun-
teers in public safety and in 
the community participating.

Christmas gifts totaling 
$16,000 were provided to 253 
children. Volunteers from 
several public safety agen-
cies, including the Durant 
Police Department and Du-
rant Fire Department, partic-
ipated.

There were also more than 
100 other volunteers from 
within the community who 
helped make the event a suc-
cess.

“You had to be there 
[Wednesday] morning to re-
ally appreciate the spirit ev-
eryone shared as 253 kids got 
to pick out toys, clothing, and 
gifts for others while being 
escorted through Walmart 
by local police, firemen, 
deputies, game rangers and 

other local volunteers,” Don 
Krumme, a volunteer at the 
event said, in a Facebook 
post. “I don’t know who en-
joyed it more, the kids or the 
volunteers. Merry Christmas 
and thank you to all that gave 
generously of  their funds 
and/or time for this year’s 

Shop With A Cop toy drive. 
You make our town a great 
place to live.”

The City of  Durant thanked 
those who supported the 
event saying supporters have 
been instrumental in making 
the Christmas season joyful 
for many families.

Editor’s Note: This is 
the second in a series of  
stories on Durant’s infra-
structure needs based on 
a report presented to the 
Durant City Council last 
summer by Brandon Wall 
of  Wall Engineering. 

Last July, Brandon 
Wall of  Wall Engineering 
in Durant, presented a 

report to the Durant City 
Council on the city’s most 
pressing infrastructure 
needs. Wall examined 
each system, prioritizing 
long and short-term is-
sues facing each and the 
estimated cost of  repairs.

Next month, the Du-
rant City Council will 
appoint a citizen’s task 
force to study infrastruc-
ture. According to City 
Manager Tim Rundel, 
the task force’s mandate 

includes investigating 
funding options to pay for 
recommended projects. 
Rundel said this would be 
an opportunity for resi-
dents, including the coun-
cil’s critics, to realize the 
magnitude of  the city’s 
infrastructure needs and 
propose solutions and 
methods of  paying for the 
improvements.

Among the most expen-
sive systems to upgrade, 
according to Wall’s re-

port, is the wastewater 
treatment plant. This is 
a situation in which city 
leaders and its most ar-
dent critics agree, some-
thing must be done.

According to Wall, the 
plant was designed to pro-
cess 3.55 million gallons 
per day. The demand is 
currently 3.04 mgd. Wall 
expects it to max out be-
fore 2025.

“The plant is operating 
at 86 percent capacity and 

will probably exceed that 
within the next 6 years,” 
Wall said.

In fact, Wall said that 
following current growth 
trends, the demand on the 
system will be between 
4.76 and 5.71 mgd by 2050. 
The council has already 
taken steps to address 
the most pressing issue, 
sludge removal. At its 
regular meeting on Sept. 
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Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you 
a sign: The virgin will 

conceive and give birth 
to a son, and will call 

him Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14
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Jan. 12
The 37th Annual 

Bennington Young 
Farmers Barbecue will 
be Saturday Jan. 12 at 
the Harold Chitwood 
Community Center 
in Bennington from 
5-8 p.m. with a pie, 
cake and other items 
Auctioned off  starting 
at 6 p.m. There will 
be to-go orders. The 
event will benefit the 
youth of  Bennington 
4-H and FFA who are 
participating in the 
Bryan County Junior 
Livestock Show. For 
more information, 
call 847-2310 Ext 276. 
The local show will 
be Jan. 26 at 11 a.m. at 
the Ag Building. The 
barbecue is sponsored 
By Albany Masonic 
Lodge #159.

Ongoing
Clothes Closet First 

Baptist Church hosts 
a free clothes closet 
for anyone in need of  
clothing. The closet 
features, shoes, coats 
and other types of  
clean, serviceable 
clothing. The closet is 
at 217 N. 2nd St. in Du-
rant across from the 
church. It is open the 
second Friday of  each 
month from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. The closet ac-
cepts donations from 
9 a.m. to noon each 
Wednesday.

Child Find is a search 
for all children with 
disabilities who are 
not receiving a free, 
appropriate, public ed-
ucation. This applies 
to children between 
the ages of  birth and 
twenty-one years of  
age, who have not yet 
graduated from high 
school. Caddo Public 
Schools offers full ed-
ucational opportuni-
ties for all students. If  
you suspect your child 
may have a disability, 
or know of  a child 
with a disability who 
is not receiving a free, 
appropriate, public 
education, please 
contact Caddo Public 
Schools.

Big Five Head Start 
is a free child devel-
opment program 
designed to meet the 
needs of  3-and-4 year-
old children. Eligibil-
ity is determined by 
the child’s age and 
family income based 
on the 2018 Family In-
come Guidelines. Ten 
percent of  enrollment 
must be made avail-
able to children with 
disabilities. Heath 
screenings and trans-
portation is provided 
for qualifying chil-
dren. For more infor-
mation, call 924-7404 
or 924-5331. Applica-
tions are available at 
Jackie Watson Child 
Development  

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

‘Shop with a Cop’ a success
Durant Police Reserves Capt. John Wyatt, shown in the back, instructs volunteers at the Shop with a 
Cop event held Wednesday at Walmart.

Photo provided
Miles Gooding is shown visiting with a boy at the Shop with a Cop 
event.

Photo provided

Capacity, sludge major 
issues at wastewater plant
Engineer says growth is facility’s biggest challenge
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 

Families are 
shown waiting 
for the Shop 
with a Cop 
event to begin 
at Walmart.

Matt 
Swearengin | 
Durant  
Democrat

SEE ISSUES, PAGE 7

SEE EVENTS, PAGE 7

Imagining 
the Hotel 
Durant
BY MARY E. MAURER
For the Democrat

The Hotel Durant, recently revealed 
by the beginning stages of  a building 
remodel by Curt Walker, was once the 
vision of  a handful of  Durant citizens 
who realized that the successful future 
of  their city was dependent on the com-
fort and convenience of  visitors.

In September of  1925 a “Hotel Com-
mittee” appointed by the Chamber of  
Commerce, traveled to Oklahoma City 
to meet with the Huckins Hotel Com-
pany to secure a “new, modern hotel” 
for the city of  Durant. It wasn’t the first 
trip made by Robert Story, T. K. Webb 
and Howard Holmes, nor would it be 
the last. The Huckins Company was in-
volved in much bigger projects and they 
weren’t interested in the small hotel 
desired by the businessmen of Durant. 

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

This is the men’s bathroom complete with 
showers in Hotel Durant.

SEE IMAGINE, PAGE 9

Shown is a door knob and lock inside Hotel 
Durant. Who remembers skeleton key locks?



Marietta Allen, a long-
time resident of  Bokchi-
to, Oklahoma, left this life 
in Colbert, Oklahoma on 
December 21st, 2018 at the 
age of  79. She was born to 
Fred Reynolds and Fan-
nie (Houk) Reynolds in 
Bokchito on August 10th, 
1939. Marietta married 
Billy Mack Allen in Bok-
chito on June 25th, 1977.

Marietta attended the 
Wade Baptist Church in 
Wade, Oklahoma. She 
dedicated her life to her 
family. Marietta enjoyed 
working with her hands 
crocheting.

Mrs. Allen is survived 
by her niece Dolores 

Blackwell and husband 
Benny from Bokchito, 
Oklahoma; she is also 
survived by other family 
member and friends.

Mrs. Allen was pre-
ceded in death by her 
parents, husband, and 

brothers, Grover, James, 
W.C., and Ray Lee Reyn-
olds.

Family hour will be 
from 1-2:00 PM on Satur-
day December 22, 2018 at 
the Holmes~Coffey~Mur-
ray Chapel in Durant, 
Oklahoma. The service 
will begin at 2:00 PM with 
Pastor Jesse West offici-
ating. Burial will follow 
at the Bokchito Cemetery.

Family and friends 
are invited to visit our 
website at www.holmes-
coffeymurray.com to 
leave condolences and 
messages for the family.
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Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS  

FOR SALE OR LEASE

FOR LEASE
900 SF office space located inside building at 200 W. Beech, Durant.

HOME FOR SALE
3BR, 2.5 Bath home at 
2196 N. 49th St.,  
sits on 2 lots, $298,500.

2738 N ROBERTA RD
55 acres, great homesite, $270K

7-PLUS ACRES ON HIGHWAY 70
Near the Walmart shopping area

PAWN

69

Unique Shopping
• • •

We Buy Guns and Gold
• • •

Top Dollar Loaned on  
almost anything of Value

• • • 
Fast Friendly Loans

69 Pawn
and Gun

623 N. 1st Ave • Durant, OK
580.924.6069

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9-6  |  Saturday 9-3

MARIETTA ALLEN 

OBITUARIES

25 years of service

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

Six Durant city employees were recognized by the Oklahoma Municipal League for 25 
years of service to the city during the city council’s regular meeting Dec. 11. From left, 
Durant Fire Department Chief Roger Goines accepts the award on behalf of firefighter 
Stacy Bennett who could not attend, Durant Police Chief David Houser, Police Depart-
ment employee Laura Hilder, and Police Capt. Chris Cicio. Police officer Ben Veenstra was 
also recognized but could not attend.

Poinsettia care during the holidays

Newer 
cultivars of  
poinsettia, 

in addition to 
being very showy, 
have excellent 
keeping quality 
and stronger 
stems than older 
cultivars. When 
buying your poin-
settia, choose a 
plant with well-expanded, 
well-colored bracts. Foli-
age should be medium to 
dark green with uniform 
coloring. Flowers should 
be present in the center 
of  the bracts. Poinsettias 
are traditional Christmas 
plants that need little ex-
tra care in order for them 
to be enjoyed throughout 
the holiday season.

After you purchase 
your plant, do not expose 
it to chill¬ing tempera-
tures or cold drafts of  
air. In the home or other 
place of  display, avoid 
cold drafts and excessive 
heat from heating ducts, 
TV sets, or large incan-
descent lamps, which 
may cause premature 
leaf drop. Temperatures 
of  70°F or below during 
the daylight hours are 
desirable to retain best 
bract color. If  possible, 
move it to a cooler place 
(not below 55°F) at night.

Light also plays a vital 
role in the retention of  
leaves. When you obtain 

a poinsettia for 
your home, place 
it near a sunny 
window where it 
will have the most 
available sunlight. 
A window that fac-
es south, east or 
west is better than 
one facing north. 
Do not let any part 
of  the plant touch 

the cold windowpane 
because this could cause 
injury to the plant. Arti-
ficial light is sufficient as 
well. A minimum of 75 
foot candles is desirable 
where pos¬sible. This 
would be similar to the 
minimum light intensity 
required for good desk 
lighting in an office. Just 
remember, whatever 
your light source, be sure 
that the plant receives at 
least six to eight hours of  
quality light a day.

As with any plant, 
watering is important 
for overall plant survival 
and leaf retention. Slight 
wilting of  the plant is not 
harm¬ful; avoid severe 
wilting which will cause 
leaves to drop. Plants 
exposed to high light and 
low humidity require 
more frequent watering. 
Examine the soil daily, 
and when the surface is 
dry to the touch, water 
the soil until it runs freely 
out the drainage hole in 
the container. If  the plant 

is wrapped with decora-
tive foil, punch a hole in 
the foil beneath the pot 
to allow excess water 
to escape. If  a saucer is 
used, discard the water 
that collects in it. Do not 
leave the plant standing 
in water. Overly wet soil 
lacks sufficient air, which 
results in root injury and 
causes the leaves to wilt, 
yellow, and drop.

Research has shown 
that poinsettias are not 
poisonous, but the plants 
are intended solely for 
orna¬mental purposes. 
Some people are allergic 
to the milky sap and may 
develop a rash when 
exposed to the sap. Avoid 
breaking the leaves and 
stems which releases the 
sap. It is wise to keep all 
houseplants out of  the 
reach of  small children 
and pets.

If  you have any 
questions or would like 
further information 
on this or other related 
management topics, visit 
us on the west end of  the 
Clay Jones Community 
Building at 1901 S. 9th 
Avenue in Durant, or call 
(580) 924-5312.

Upcoming events:
January 4-5, Horticul-

ture Industries Show, 
Fayetteville, AR

Robert Bourne is a Bryan Coun-
ty Extension Educator

ROBERT
BOURNE

Guest  
Columnist

Fortnightly donates 
books to library

Photos provided

The GFWC-OK Fortnightly Club of Durant donated books to local library in memory of 
past members Mrs. Dub Manahan (Marty), Mrs. Ed Boynton (Betty), Mrs. Charles Calhoun 
(Susie). From left, Fortnightly Club members Mrs. Jack Robinson, Mrs. Mark Campbell, Mrs. 
Randy Sullivan, Mrs. Mike Ridgway (Club President), Ms. Robbee Tonubbee (Library Direc-
tor), Mrs. Benny Horn, and Mrs. Joe Clay. Fortnightly Club donated books to the Donald W. 
Reynolds Library in memory of past club members Mrs. Ed Boynton, Mrs. Dub Manahan, and 
Mrs. Charles Calhoun.



FORUM GUIDELINES
Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor are encouraged and must 
include the author’s name, mailing address and 
daytime telephone number. The name and city of 
residence will be used if the letter is used in print 
or online. Addresses and phone numbers will not 
be published. Letters have a 250-word limit. Let-
ters may be edited for length, style and grammar. 
Send to opinion@durantdemocrat.com. Mail. to 
Letters to the Editor, 200 W. Beech, Durant, OK. 
74701.

Forum column submissions
The purpose of an opinion page is to serve as 

a catalyst for discussion and debate in the com-
munity. Therefore, one of the Durant Democrat’s 
objectives is to be a forum for that discussion and 
debate. Here are the Democrat’s guidelines for 
opinion articles submitted for publication on our 
Forum page:

1. Opinions should be about local policy issues 
or state issues with a strong local tie. We do not 
consider national issues with no clear local tie.

2. They should be debatable, taking a position 
that some but not all would agree with.

3. They should not be in direct response to pre-
vious columns, letters to the editor or editorials. 
Those should be sent as a letter to the editor.

4. They should come from local authors who 
are knowledgeable or offer a unique perspective.

5. They should be no more than 600 words.
6. They cannot endorse political candidates 

or commercial products. We do allow for sub-
missions stating support for non-partisan ballot 
questions.

7. We do not publish items that have been 
published elsewhere or submitted for publication 
elsewhere.

8. They cannot be libelous, incendiary or 
offensive to broad portions of our readership. 
Submissions that contain personal attacks will 
not be published.

These are guidelines and not rigid rules. In rare 
circumstances, some exceptions may be warrant-
ed. The Durant Democrat reserves the right to 
refuse to publish any submission for any reason.

Forum
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The season goes deeper than greetings
Debate is ancillary to real impact holiday has on us

The Christmas season 
is upon us. The purists 
would point out that we 
actually are in the season 
of  advent. The time before 
the Nativity in which 
Christians eagerly antic-
ipate the coming of  their 
Messiah on Christmas Day. 
But, in general we consider 
ourselves in the “holiday 
season,” whatever that 
may mean.

In recent years there 
has been some debate 
over how people greet one 
another during this time 
of  year. Is it appropriate 
to wish a non-Christian a 
“Merry Christmas?” Is it 
an offense to use the more 
generic “Happy Holidays?”

Those who would drive 
spiritual references from 
all public spaces are push-
ing for the secular greet-
ing, “Happy Holidays,” in 
place of  the traditional 
“Merry Christmas.” After 
all, they point out, not 
everyone subscribes to the 
belief  system from which 
Christmas sprang. Why 
should they be subjected to 
what some may consider a 
religious slogan or effort to 
proselytize?

Christmas is a holiday 

deeply rooted in religion 
and it’s a celebration that 
has imbued all segments of  
our society, religious and 
non-religious as well. In 
our culture it has become 
more than just a reason to 
decorate the church and 
sing special hymns. In 
fact, those who approach 
the season with a more 
spiritual bent generally 
complain over the com-
mercial hijacking of  one of  
their most holy days. While 
the secularist bridles at 
“Merry Christmas” the 
religious person sees mate-
rialism encroaching where 
spirituality should be.

For the Christian the 
holiday is about God reach-
ing down to man. It is the 
offering of  His only son as 
a gift. The supreme act of  
selflessness by an omnip-
otent God to His impotent 
creation. In appreciation 
of  that act of  love, Chris-
tians adopted and modified 
practices of  religions they 
followed before Christi-
anity into a celebration of  
God’s love. Decorations, 
gifts, fellowship all adapted 
to commemorate an exam-
ple of  divine love. A love it 
was believed would draw 

all people together. A love 
that conquers hate.

There are those who 
don’t necessarily buy into 
the religious message, 
but they felt the broader 
message begin to resonate. 
The idea of  a love that 
transcends the day-to-day 
was especially soothing. 
The celebration of  such a 
love brought out the better 
angels among us. It tells us 
that we can be better than 
we are by being better to 
one another. Parents know 
better than anyone the 
source of  Christmas joy.

Watching the unbridled 
joy of  children on Christ-
mas morning is a special 
experience. As happy as a 
child is upon receiving a 
favorite gift, it is nothing 
compared to the feeling 
parents get at witnessing 
the exuberant joy of  their 
children.

Joy is in giving, not 
receiving.

By following the ex-
ample set by God in the 
Christmas story we learn 
what truly makes us 
happy. We enjoy the love 
that sets us free by giving 
up our own desires for the 
happiness of  others. It is 

what we mean when we 
talk about the Christmas 
Spirit. It is what drives 
people to donate to causes 
to help those who aren’t as 
fortunate. It is the reason 
volunteers ring bells in the 
cold and parents buy extra 
toys for children not their 
own.

Christmas brings out 
the best in us. It reminds 
us of  the need for magic 
in our lives. It reminds us 
to keep life in perspective 
and to remember that we 
can have an impact on the 
lives around us that goes 
beyond the day-to-day.

That sounds like a divine 
love along the lines of  
the love described in the 
original Christmas story. 
So, if  you want to wish 
your friends and neighbors 
a “Merry Christmas,” 
then, by all means, do that. 
If  you would rather say 
“Happy Holidays,” do that 
as well. But never forget 
what Christmas is about.

It is about a love that’s 
greater than we are.

The Durant Democrat 
wishes you and yours a 
very Merry Christmas 
and the Happiest Holiday 
season.

EDITORIAL

Shop local, Santa does
Twas the night before 

Christmas when all 
through the house not 
a creature was stirring 
not even a mouse; the 
stockings were hung by 
the chimney with care 
and filled with great items 
from Mitchell’s Jewelry, 
Maty’s Jewelry, Marie’s, 
Generations/Merle Nor-
man, Southern Drawl, 
Pink Door, Bella Ragazza, 
Cobblestone Outfitters, 
Foster Creativity and Kop-
per Kettle.

The children were nes-
tled all snug in their beds, 
while visions of  awesome 
gifts from Wal-Mart and 
Big Lots danced in their 
heads; and Mamma in 
her ‘kerchief, purchased 
at Bliss Boutique dreamt 
of  a day at Element 5 Day 
Spa, while I, in my cap, 
dreamt of  an ATV from 
Blue River Tractors, gator 
from United Ag & Turf, 
or a Kubota from Texoma 
Utility.

Then out on the lawn 
their arose such a clatter, 
I sprang from my bed, 
purchased from Mackey 
Home Furnishings, to 
see what was the matter. 
Away to the window I flew 
like a flash, tore open the 
shutters and threw up the 

sash, which I picked up 
at Durant Lumber. The 
moon on the breast of  
the new-fallen snow gave 
the luster of  mid-day to 
objects below. When what 
to my wondering eyes 
should appear, but a red 
Corvette from Stuteville, 
with a little old driver, so 
lively and quick, I knew 
in a moment it must be St. 
Nick.

More rapid than eagles 
his coursers they came, 
and he whistled and 
shouted and called them 
by name; when, what 
to my wondering eyes 
should appear, but a min-
iature sleigh, being pulled 
by a truck from Red River 
Ford and another from 
Hoyte Dodge, with eight 
tiny reindeers following 
closely behind.

“Now, Dasher! Now, 
Dancer! Now, Prancer 
and Vixen! On, Comet! 
On Cupid! On Donner 
and Blitzen! I know that 
you expected a sleigh but 
due to the generosity of  
the Durant Lion’s Club 
Toys for Tots, I needed 
help from our Durant car 

dealerships. To the top of  
the porch! To the top of  
the Wall! Now dash away! 
Dash away! Dash away 
all!”

As dry leaves that 
before the wild hurricane 
fly, when they met with 
an obstacle, mount to the 
sky, so up to the house-
top the courses they flew, 
with the sleigh full of  
toys, clothes, and other 
items purchased from 
Durant retailers, and St. 
Nicholas too. And then, 
in a twinkling, I heard on 
the roof  the prancing and 
pawing of  each little hoof. 
As I drew in my head, and 
was turning around, down 
the chimney St. Nicholas 
came with a bound.

He was dressed all in 
fur, from his head to his 
foot, and his clothes were 
all tarnished with ashes 
and soot (Fashion Clean-
ers will take care of  that); 
a bundle of  toys he had 
flung on his back, and 
he looked like a peddler 
just opening his pack. His 
eyes—how they twinkled! 
His dimples how merry! 
His cheeks were like ros-

es, his nose like a cherry! 
His droll little mouth was 
drawn up like a bow, and 
the beard of  his chin was 
as white as the snow; the 
stump of  a pipe he held 
tight in his teeth, and the 
smoke it encircled his 
head like a wreath; he had 
a broad face and a little 
round belly, that shook, 
when he laughed like a 
bowlful of  jelly.

He was chubby and 
plump, a right jolly old 
elf, and I laughed when 
I saw him, in spite of  
myself; a wink of  his eye 
and a twist of  his head, 
soon gave me to know 
I had nothing to dread; 
he spoke not a word, 
but went straight to his 
work, and filled all the 
stockings with items from 
Green Spray and Pruett’s. 
Under the tree he placed 
computers from Com-
puter Services, while a 
new bedroom suite from 
Rhynes and Rhodes was 
left for Mom. Then he 
turned with a jerk, and 
laying his finger aside of  
his nose, and giving a nod, 
up the chimney he rose; 
he sprang to his sleigh, to 
his team gave a whistle, 
and away they all flew 
like the down of  a thistle. 
(He left the new trucks for 
me and junior, he came 

Progressive is 
another word 
for human 
kindness
BY JOE LITTLEJOHN 

The Reverend Franklin Graham’s re-
cent declaration that “’progressive’ is just 
another word for ‘godless’” is certainly 
an insult, and I ask readers and the Rev. 
Graham to consider whether it is also an 
absurdity. Whereas calling it an insult 
needs no explanation, use of  the word ab-
surdity may be unclear to some readers.

It strikes me as absurd in the most 
direct way in that almost all the people I 
know in Bryan County who I consider to 
be progressive are professed Christians 
and active members of  one of  the Coun-
ty’s forty-plus churches. They accept Je-
sus Christ as their savior, attend services 
on Sunday, and take part in other church 
activities. They certainly are not “god-
less,” as the Reverend Graham claims.

Part of  the problem may derive from 
a misunderstanding or lack of  under-
standing of  what a progressive is. To be 
a progressive is to be active in reforming 
aspects of  our society that harm human 
beings and their world. It is about as far 
from being godless as you can get.

It is, in fact, a straightforward way 
of  putting into practice God’s will as it 
is found in the basic teachings of  Jesus 
Christ. The question of  belief  in God 
will be addressed further along. Here 
the focus is on the social side of  Christi-
anity. The overriding social principle of  
New-Testament Christianity is to do unto 
others as we would want others to do to 
us. The two specific implications of  this 
principle are that we should not judge 
others and that we should help them 
when they need help.

Although there are numerous specific 
applications of  these two goals—helping 
and not judging—I’ll take up only a cou-
ple of  the most controversial positions 
that political progressives take: their po-
sitions on abortion and gays. Personally 
approving of  abortion and gays is not in 
and of  itself  a progressive requirement. 
People can, in fact, personally disapprove 
of  both and still be whole and healthy 
progressives. The requirement for people 
to be progressive in regard to abortion 
and gays is that they do not judge and 
disrespect other people on these issues, 
and progressives do not refuse to interact 
with them based on such differences.

In the context of  the preceding expla-
nation, the issue of  belief  in the Chris-
tian God is easier to understand. Both in 
the nation as a whole and here at home 
in Bryan County, most progressives are 
professed Christians. At the same time, 
there are progressives who are non-be-
lievers. In this instance, the overriding 
factor is that other progressives do not 
judge them. That judgment is left to God. 
If  they fight the progressive fight, they 
are still behaving in a Christian way on 
social issues. Being a progressive is a 
political matter, not a religious matter.

Progressives are people who want to 
change the parts of  our society that leave 
millions of  their fellow human beings 
without decent lives. Progressivism is 
not socialism, as some opponents like to 
claim. It does not advocate equal dis-
tribution of  wealth. It’s fine for people 
to get rich through smart, honest, hard 

BY JANET REED
Durant Area Chamber  
of Commerce 

SEE LOCAL, PAGE 7

SEE KINDNESS, PAGE 7
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Dear Annie: 
I have been a 
widow for almost 
10 years. I’m 
financially secure, 
socially active and 
attractive. My old 
high school sweet-
heart contacted 
me a few years 
after I lost my 
husband. After months of  
phone contact, he came to 
visit. I had asked whether 
he was married. He said 
no, that he’d been divorced 
for over 25 years. What he 
didn’t mention was that 
he was in a 25-year com-
mitted relationship with 
a woman he financially 
supported and lived with. 
When I discovered this, 
he told me she would be 

moving out in the 
near future. That 
took two years! She 
did leave when she 
found out about 
me. I should have 
run far away at 
that time, but he 
assured me that 
he would never 
hurt me and that I 

should trust him.
Imagine my surprise to 

have my doctor tell me at 
my yearly exam that I have 
HPV. I was heartbroken, 
angry and afraid for my 
future health, as this often 
leads to cervical cancer. I 
immediately broke up with 
him. He was my first love 
and could be very charm-
ing. I miss him today, three 
months later. I would like 

to have a limited relation-
ship with him as an old 
friend, but he has blocked 
my phone number and 
email address.

How do I keep from 
wanting to tell my story 
to friends? The woman 
or women he’s with need 
to know about the health 
risk. Should I try to alert 
them to this or fade away? 
— Stupid Senior

Dear Senior: I refuse 
to call you stupid. No 
more beating yourself  up. 
Please extend the same 
compassion to yourself  
that you would to a friend 
in this situation. I’m sorry 
this man added insult 
to injury by leaving you 
with health concerns in 
addition to cheating. That 

being said, are you sure 
he was the source of  the 
virus? According to the 
National Cervical Cancer 
Coalition, “it can take 
weeks, months, or even 
years after exposure to 
HPV before symptoms 
develop or the virus is 
detected,” and this usually 
makes it “impossible to 
determine when or from 
whom HPV may have been 
contracted.” (Visit http://
www.nccc-online.org for 
more information.)

I think it’s perfectly fine 
and healthy for you to 
talk to friends about what 
you’re going through, 
but do not do so to get 
revenge on him; rather, 
do it to help heal yourself  
emotionally.

ASK
ANNIE
Advice

Old flame brings problems

BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

MUTTS

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

HI AND LOIS

MARVIN

By Dean Young and John Marshall

By Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

By Patrick McDonnell

By Chris Browne

Written by Brian & Greg Walker; Drawn by Chance Brown

By Tom Armstrong

Today’s Answer

BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU By Dave Green

5
3
7
9
4
2
1
6
8

 

6
1
8
3
5
7
4
2
9

 

4
9
2
1
8
6
3
7
5

 

1
5
4
7
2
9
8
3
6

 

9
2
3
5
6
8
7
1
4

 

7
8
6
4
3
1
5
9
2

 

8
7
1
6
9
5
2
4
3

 

3
6
5
2
1
4
9
8
7

 

2
4
9
8
7
3
6
5
1

 

2018 C
onceptis P

uzzles, D
ist. by K

ing F
eatures S

yndicate, Inc.

Difficulty Level12/22

Today’s Solution

THE FAMILY CIRCUS
By Bill and Jeff KeaneDENNIS THE MENACE

Hank Ketcham’s THE LOCKHORNS
By Bunny Hoest & John Reiner

CRYPTOQUOTE

CRYPTOQUOTE ANSWER: All action results from thought, so it is thoughts that mat-
ter. — Sai Baba
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Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/8/2018 & 12/22/2018
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY 
FOR PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING A PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION PROJ-
ECT
All interested persons are 
hereby given notice that the 
Big Five Community Ser-
vices, Inc. is seeking finan-
cial assistance from the U. 
S. Department of Transpor-
tation, Urban Mass Transpor-
tation Administration for the 
purpose of operating a rural 
public transportation project. 
Grant funds will be used to 
purchase replacement vehi-
cles, administer and operate 
a public transportation project 
in Bryan, Carter, Coal and 
Love Counties. If any person 
desires a public hearing to 
consider the social, econom-
ic, and/or environmental ef-
fects of the proposed project, 
they may submit a request, in 
writing, to the Big Five Com-
munity Services, Inc., 1502 N. 
1st Ave., Durant, OK, 74701, 
Attention: Allen Leaird, Trans-
portation Director, no later 
than January 9, 2019.
A copy of the grant proposal 
is currently available for pub-
lic inspection and copying at 
the Big Five Community Ser-
vices, Inc. located at 1502 N. 
1st Ave., Durant, OK; 201 A 
Street SW, Ardmore, OK; 210 
N. Main, Coalgate, OK; and 
910 West Main, Marietta, OK.
Big Five Community Ser-
vices, Inc. Is An Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-

ocrat 12/15/2018, 12/22/2018 
and 12/29/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. CV-2018-96
CHARLES W. TOWNE III, 
and
CHARLES KERRY TOWNE,
Plaintiffs,
-vs-
VELDA M. CURTMAN, de-
ceased; et.al,
Defendants.
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
TO:
Velda M. Curtman, deceased; 
Clay T. Curtman; Clay Thom-
as Curtman; Reatha Mary 
Williams; and their spouses, 
if any, if living, and if they be 
deceased, their Known and 
Unknown Heirs, Executors, 
Administrators, Devisees, 
Trustees and Assigns, im-
mediate and remote, of the 
aforementioned individuals; 
and the State of Oklahoma 
ex Rel, Oklahoma Tax Com-
mission
YOU, AND EACH OF YOU, 
are hereby notified that you 
have been sued in the Dis-
trict Court of Marshall County, 
State of Oklahoma, in Case 
No. CV-2018-96 wherein 
Charles W. Towne III and 
Charles Kerry Towne are the 
Plaintiffs, and Velda M. Curt-
man, deceased; Clay T. Curt-
man; Clay Thomas Curtman; 
Reatha Mary Williams; and 
their spouses, if any, if living, 

and if they be deceased, their 
Known and Unknown Heirs, 
Executors, Administrators, 
Devisees, Trustees and As-
signs, immediate and remote, 
of the aforementioned individ-
uals; and the State of Okla-
homa ex Rel, Oklahoma Tax 
Commission, are Defendants, 
and the Plaintiffs allege that 
they are the owners of and 
in possession of the follow-
ing described real property, 
to-wit:
Lot 1, LESS AND EXCEPT 
the South 60 feet thereof in 
Block 136 in the Town of Cal-
era, (formerly Sterrett), Bryan 
County, Oklahoma, according 
to the official plat thereof.
AND, YOU, the Defendants, 
are further notified that unless 
you answer the Petition of the 
Plaintiffs’ filed herein against 
you on or before 5:00 p.m. 
on the 18th day of February, 
2019, the allegations of the 
Petition will be taken as true, 
and judgment will be entered, 
and a Decree quieting Plain-
tiffs’ title in and to the above 
described property will be en-
tered against each of you.
Further, notice is hereby giv-
en that on the 19th day of 
February, 2019, at 9:30 a.m., 
Plaintiffs’ Petition for Quiet Ti-
tle will be heard in the District 
Court Room, Bryan County 
Courthouse, Durant, Oklaho-
ma when and where all per-
sons interested may appear 
and contest the same.
WITNESS my hand this 10 

day of December, 2018.
DONNA ALEXANDER, 
COURT CLERK
By: /s/
Deputy
Chris D. Jones OBA No. 
21247
Jones Law, PC
113 N. 3rd Ave.
Durant, Oklahoma 74701
Telephone (580) 924-1444
Fax (580) 924-0444
www.joneslawpc.net
Attorney for Plaintiffs
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/15/2018, 12/22/2018 
& 12/29/2018
Anyone having interest in 
a 1974 Norton Vin#320686 
Contact Jimmy Don Grid-
er 580-775-2487 Sale Date 
12/31/2018
LPXLP

Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/22/2018 and 
12/29/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
No. PB-2018-104
In the Matter of the Estate of 
PATRICIA 
LYN FENE, Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
All creditors having claims 
against Patricia Lyn Fene, 
Deceased, are required to 
present the same, with a de-
scription of all security inter-
ests and other collateral (if 
any), held by each creditor 
with respect to such claim, 
to the undersigned attorney, 
Heather Burrage, at the Bur-

rage Law Office, P.O. Box 
1727, Durant, OK 74702-
1727, attorney for Personal 
Representative of the Estate, 
Jeffry P. Fene, on or before 
the following presentment 
date: February 16, 2018, 
or the same will be forever 
barred.
Dated this 17th day of De-
cember, 2018.
/s/Heather Burrage
Heather Burrage, OBA 
#19423
BURRAGE LAW FIRM
1201 Westside Drive
P.O. Box 1727
Durant, OK 74702-1727
Telephone: 580-920-0700
Facsimile: 580-920-0702
LPXLP

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

classifieds
LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 

DEADLINES
TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
THURSDAY Noon WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY Noon FRIDAY

ADVERTISERS, PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADS
Any errors must be reported to our office no later than noon the 
day following the first insertion. In no event does the Durant Dem-
ocrat assume liability in excess of the cost of the ads in error.

5 EASY WAYS TO PLACE  
YOUR AD WITH US

CALL: 580-634-2151    FAX: 580-924-0962
EMAIL: customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

STOP BY: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK
MAIL: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK 74701

WRITE YOUR AD HERE (approximately 20 letters per line)

DurantDemocrat

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Calera Manor Nursing Home 

is seeking caring, energetic 
LPN or RN  

For weekend doubles 
position  

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 1061 N. Service 

Road in Calera 
Ask for Gwin Peteet, DON or  

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 LPN or RN for dayshift 

charge nurse Monday-Friday 
and a dayshift charge nurse 

for our memory unit 
Monday-Friday 
Come join our team! 

Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 
in Colbert 

Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 
Administrator or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 nurse for the position of  

Assistant Director of 
Nursing 

Come join our team! 
NOW OFFERING HIGHER WAGES 

Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 
in Colbert 

Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 
Administrator or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUCKER FARM
PRODUCE

Buying - Sell  
Crack Pecans

3-Step Pecan 
Cracking .35¢/LB  
Large Paper Shell Pecans 

(NEW CROP)
Home Style Peanut Brittle, 
Salsa, Honey, Mixed Nuts 

123 N. Franklin
Downtown Colbert, OK

580-296-2323

NOW OPEN
FOR SEASON

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom, Country 
living in town. Total 

electric, all 
appliances, water, 

sewer, garbage, pest 
control included. 
Monthly $650 

49th Street

580-924-2822
60734091

LEGAL NOTICES

Timber 
ridge 

ApArTmenTs

Ask about our 
1, 2 & 3 

Bedrooms!
551 Wilson St
580-924-1222

60
73

39
99

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
HHH Tension builds. Choose 
to take a much-needed, 
unscheduled day off. You enjoy 
spontaneity. You also might 
have some observations to 
think about. Tonight: Take care 
of yourself first. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
HHHHH Keep plans light 
and easy. Defer to a friend or 
loved one. You might discover 
that letting go could be diffi-
cult, but worthwhile. Take care 
of some errands, but above all 
else, make sure that you get 

to relax before the next round. 
Tonight: Dinner for two.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHH You might be juggling 
your finances or find yourself 
having to rob Peter to pay Paul. 
Stop and take a hard look at 
the situation. Is there any way 
you could avoid this scenario? 
Tonight: At a favorite spot.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHHHH Enjoy others’ at-
tention, but don’t forget about 
someone who could be far 
more in need of it, and who 
could use some emotional 
support as well. You have put 
a lot of effort into the holidays. 
Tonight: Leader of the gang.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
HHH Step away from the 
daily grind for a bit. Spend the 
day alone or with one other 
person. Everyone needs time 
to recharge his or her battery, 
and you’ll need this even more 
as you interact with others. 
Tonight: Happy at home.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
HHHH Note how quickly an 
associate can lose his or her 
temper. You might want to 

energize those around you. 
Understand that you could feel 
pushed between two differ-
ent views. Tonight: Hang with 
friends.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
HHH Pressure builds. A con-
versation with an older person 
or someone you look up to 
could be frustrating. You want 
to make this person under-
stand where you are coming 
from. Understand what is hap-
pening around you. Tonight: In 
the limelight.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHHH Take a risk and 
choose to see life from a 
different perspective. Walk 
in someone else’s shoes and 
see why he or she responds 
the way he or she does. Try 
to maintain an easy, relaxed 
attitude throughout the day. 
Tonight: Listen to a favorite 
piece of holiday music.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) 
HHHH Anger seems to 
surface from out of nowhere. 
Make time for a special person 
in your life. You could feel 

uptight about your spending. 
You also might feel as if you 
have had enough of a certain 
situation. Tonight: You finally 
identify with a close loved one.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)
HHHH One-on-one relating 
happens naturally. You could 
lose your temper easily if 
someone keeps pushing you. 
Know that irritation might be 
close to the surface most of 
the day. Do not push a loved 
one away. Tonight: Paint the 
town red with friends.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18)
HHH If you find your temper 
rising to the surface, you might 
want to relax more. Everyone 
has his or her points of irrita-
tion. You might discover that 
taking a day off from the here-
and-now could put you in the 
mood for fun and celebration. 
Tonight: Do your thing.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
HHHHH Tap into your 
creativity and understand 
what is happening with a loved 
one. If you’re faced with a 

problem when you have a lot 
to get done, trust that you can 
handle it. You could be a great 

problem-solver right now. 
Tonight: Be more playful and 
upbeat. 

HOROSCOPES

WORD SLEUTH ANSWERS:
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HELP WANTED

Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/22/2018 and 
12/29/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. PB-2018-93
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF
JOHN PRINT BUTTRILL, De-
ceased.
AMENDED NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
To the Creditors of John Print 
Buttrill, Deceased:
All creditors having claims 
against John Print Buttrill, De-
ceased, are required to present 
the same with a description of 
all security interests and other 
collateral (if any) held by each 
creditor with respect to such 
claim, to Steven Wayne But-
trill, Personal Representative, 
at the law office of Matt Mickle, 
attorney for the Personal Rep-
resentative, on or before the 
following presentment date: 
March 4, 2019, or the same will 
be forever barred.
DATED this 17th day of De-
cember, 2018.
/s/ Steven Wayne Buttrill
Steven Wayne Buttrill
Personal Representative
Matt B. Mickle, OBA #21534
323 W. Main Street
Durant, OK 74701
Telephone: (580) 924-7777
Telefax: (580) 924-2600
Attorney for Petitioner
LPXLP
Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/22/2018 and 
12/29/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
BRYAN COUNTY

STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. PB-2018-62
In the Matter of the Estate of
MARTHA MORENE DEFER 
a/k/a
MARTHA DEFER, deceased,
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the Creditors of: MARTHA 
MORENE DEFER a/k/a MAR-
THA DEFER, deceased.
All creditors having claims 
against MARTHA MORENE 
DEFER a/k/a MARTHA DE-
FER, deceased, are required 
to present the same with a 
description of all security in-
terests and other collateral (if 
any) held by each creditor with 
respect to such claim to Rus-
sell Edward Sweeney, Person-
al Representative, at the law 
office of Chris D. Jones, Jones 
Law, PC. 113 N. 3rd Ave., 
Durant, Oklahoma 74701, at-
torney for the Personal Rep-
resentative, on or before the 
following presentment
date: February 14, 2019, or the 
same will be forever barred.
Dated this 14th day of Decem-
ber, 2018.
/s/ Chris Jones
Chris D. Jones, OBA No. 
21247
Jones Law, PC
113 N. 3rd Ave.
Durant, OK 74701
Telephone (580) 924-1444
Facsimile (580) 924-0444
www.joneslawpc.net
Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative
LPXLP
Published in Durant Democrat 
12/15/2018 and 12/22/2018.
CITY OF DURANT, OKLAHO-
MA
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
MANAGEMENT TEAM FOR 
DURANT TOURISM ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT AU-
THORITY
PROPOSAL DUE: Monday, 
January 7, 2019; at 10:00 AM
SITE LOCATION: 300 West 
Evergreen Street, Durant OK 
74701
SUBMIT PROPOSAL TO: City 
of Durant City Clerk
P.O. Box 578, Durant OK 
74702
or
City Hall Room #103

300 West Evergreen Street, 
Durant OK 74701
Attention: Cynthia Price, City 
Clerk
INVITATION FOR PROPOSAL
The Durant Tourism Econom-
ic Development Authority is 
soliciting statements of qual-
ifications from management 
companies in order to further 
efforts for increased tourism 
in Durant, Oklahoma and sur-
rounding areas.
Proposal packets are avail-
able in the Durant City Clerk’s 
Office in Room 103 at Durant 
City Hall; OR may be obtained 
in PDF format by emailing City 
Clerk Cynthia Price at cprice@
durant.org OR may be down-
loaded from the City of Du-
rant website at www.durant.
org. The packet establishes 
the minimum requirements for 
service.
Sealed responses must be re-
ceived no later than Monday, 
January 7, 2019 at 10:00 a.m., 
at Durant City Clerk’s Office 
in Room 103 at Durant City 
Hall. Respondents should be 
in attendance at the regular 
meeting of the Durant Tourism 
Economic Development Au-
thority scheduled on February 
13, 2019 at 4:00 P.M. at Durant 
City Hall, 300 West Evergreen, 
Durant, OK. The decision on 
the selection of the manage-
ment company will be made by 
the Durant Tourism Economic 
Development Authority and the 
professional services agree-
ment will be in the form of a 
written contract.
Faxed or incomplete respons-
es or responses that are re-
ceived past the deadline may 
not be considered. All ques-
tions regarding the proposal/
award process may be direct-
ed to: Jim Thorpe, Chairman of 
the Durant Tourism Economic 
Development Authority at (580) 
920-3462 or jimgthorpe@ya-
hoo.com. Sealed responses 
may be hand delivered, mailed 
or delivered by parcel service 
to:
Durant City Clerk’s Office
RFP - DURANT TOURISM 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY
Durant City Hall, Room 103
300 West Evergreen Street
Durant, OK 74701
The Durant Tourism Econom-
ic Development Authority will 
not reimburse any expenses 
incurred by the responder 
including, but not limited to, 
expenses associated with the 

preparation and submission 
of the response and/or atten-
dance at interviews.
The Durant Tourism Econom-
ic Development Authority re-
serves the right to reject any 
and all proposals, to waive 
irregularities and informalities, 
to request additional informa-
tion from all respondents, and 
further reserves the right to 
select the proposal which fur-
thers the best interests of the 
Durant Tourism Economic De-
velopment Authority.
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/15/2018, 12/22/2018 
and 12/29/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. CV-2018-97
GARY ARNETT,
Plaintiff,
-vs-
MARION LEE ARNETT, et.al,
Defendants.
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
TO:
Marion Lee Arnett, Tommy Joe 
Davis, and Edna Marie Davis, 
individually and their spouse, 
if any, if living, and if they be 
deceased, their Known and 
Unknown Heirs, Executors, 
Administrators, Devisees, 
Trustees, Beneficiaries and 
Assigns, immediate and re-
mote, of the aforementioned 
individual; and State of Okla-
homa ex Rel, Oklahoma Tax 
Commission
YOU, AND EACH OF YOU, 
are hereby notified that you 
have been sued in the District 
Court of Bryan County, State 
of Oklahoma, in Case No. CV-
2018-97 wherein Gary Arnett, 
is the Plaintiff, and Marion Lee 
Arnett, Tommy Joe Davis, and 
Edna Marie Davis, individually 
and their spouse, if any, if living, 
and if they be deceased, their 
Known and Unknown Heirs, 
Executors, Administrators, De-
visees, Trustees, Beneficiaries 
and Assigns, immediate and 
remote, of the aforementioned 
individual; and State of Okla-
homa ex Rel, Oklahoma Tax 
Commission, are Defendants, 
and the Plaintiff alleges that he 
is the owner of and in posses-
sion of the following described 
real property, to-wit:
The West 100 feet of Lot 6, 
Block 2, Burbank Gardens, 
City of Cartwright, Bryan 
County, Oklahoma.
AND, YOU, the Defendants, 

are further notified that unless 
you answer the Petition of the 
Plaintiff filed herein against you 
on or before 5:00 p.m. on the 
18th day of February, 2019, the 
allegations of the Petition will 
be taken as true, and judgment 
will be entered, and a Decree 
quieting Plaintiff’s title in and to 
the above described property 
will be entered against each 
of you.
Further, notice is hereby given 
that on the 19th day of Febru-
ary, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. Plain-
tiff’s Petition for Quiet Title will 
be heard in the District Court 
Room, Bryan County Court-
house, Durant, Oklahoma 
when and where all persons 
interested may appear and 
contest the same.
WITNESS my hand this 10 day 
of December, 2018.
DONNA ALEXANDER, 
COURT CLERK
By: /s/
Deputy
Chris D. Jones OBA No. 21247
Jones Law, PC
113 N. 3 rd Ave.
Durant, Oklahoma 7470 I
Telephone (580) 924-1444
Fax (580) 924-0444
www .joneslawpc.net
LPXLP
Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/22/2018 and 
12/29/2018. 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
Bryan County Rural Water Dis-
trict #6 / Bryan County Com-
missioners 
Owner 
5 West Main Street, Durant OK 
74701 
Address 
(580)283-3711 
Telephone 
Separate SEALED BIDS for 
the construction of 
Proposed 14’ diameter x 127’ 
Tall welded steel standpipe 
with alternate bid of reduction 
to 12’ diameter. 
will be received by the Bry-
an County RWD #6 / Bryan 
County Commissioners at the 
County Clerk’s Office until 8:45 
a.m., CST/DST, on Tuesday, 
January 29, 2019, and then 
publicly opened and read aloud 
at the County Commissioner’s 
Meeting at the County Com-
missioner’s Office on Tuesday, 
January 29, 2019 at 9:00 a.m., 
CST/DST. 
All bids must include assuranc-
es that the following provisions 
will be complied with: 
1. Federal Labor Standards 
Provisions, US Department of 
Labor, 29 CFR 5; 
2. Section 3 of the Housing 
and Urban Development Act of 
1974, as amended; 12 U.S.C. 
1701U, which requires that, to 
the greatest extent feasible, 
opportunities for training and 
employment be given lower-in-
come residents of the project 
area and contracts for work in 

substantial part by persons re-
siding in the area of the project; 
3. Section 109 of the Housing 
and Community Development 
Act of 1974, which assures 
that no person shall, on the 
grounds of race, color, natural 
origin or sex, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the 
benefits of or be subjected to 
discrimination; 
4. Certification of Non-Segre-
gated Facilities, which assures 
the bidder does not maintain or 
provide any segregated facil-
ities; comply with the terms of 
Section 504 and the American 
with Disabilities Act 
5. Equal Opportunity Provi-
sions – Executive Order 11246, 
as amended, which assures 
non-discrimination; 
6. Minority Business Enterprise 
and Women Business Enter-
prise provisions which encour-
age minority-owned business 
and women-owned businesses 
to bid on the project; 
7. Assurances that surety com-
panies executing bonds appear 
on the Treasury Department’s 
list and are authorized to trans-
act business in the State where 
the project is located. 
8. System for Award Manage-
ment (SAM) registration and a 
DUNS number is required for 
CDBG Awardees (Prime con-
tractors) in order to be awarded 
contracts by the CDBG pro-
gram. Awardees must go to 
Sam.gov to complete the reg-
istration process. The DUNS 
number site is http://fedgov.
dnb.com/webform 
The Contract documents may 
be examined at the following 
locations: 
Infrastructure Solutions Group, 
LLC, 719 S. George Nigh 
Expressway, McAlester, OK 
74501 
Bryan County RWD #6, 206 
Buffalo Street, Caddo, OK 
74729 
Copies of the contract doc-
uments may be obtained at 
the office of Infrastructure 
Solutions Group, LLC, lo-
cated at 719 South George 
Nigh Expressway, McAlester, 
OK 74501, upon payment of 
$75.00 for each set. 
Bill Miller 
Chairman 
December 22, 2018 & Decem-
ber 29, 2018 
Date 
LPXLP
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&
SUBMIT YOUR AD EARLY 
FOR MAXIMUM RESULT

Introducing Our 3 Day Package Deal
INCLUDES: 

• 10% Off Total Price.
• Publishes 3 Editions (Sat, Tues, Thur) in the 

Durant Democrat.
• Also includes Submission into 

Bryan County Weekly 
• Coverage totaling 5500 households

Submit your Ad today, call 634-2151 or email us 
at customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

**Price based on word count (16-word min., $15.12 min)

Durant Democrat now publishes on Tuesday, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.

580-775-3623
580-924-9290

60716169

OTR Drivers Needed. NO 
ELOGS. Competitive pay and 
time off. Call M-F 9A/3P 580-
920-9127

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

I will split fire wood in 
large quantities
(580)579-2451

MANAGEMENT POSITION 
AVAILABLE

 
Pay commensurate with education and experience
Responsible for managing a private gated community
Directing day to day operation, and overseeing  

approximately 7 employees
And other functions assigned by board of directors
 
Required Qualifications include:
5 years of management, facilities and operations experience
3 years in supervisory capacity
Strong knowledge of computer skills
 
Required Application Materials:
A cover letter is required
A resume is required
A list of 3 references is required
 

Applications accepted until January 8, 2019.
If interested and qualified, please contact;

Danny Bloodworth 580-465-4844 or
Kenny Clure 903-821-9330

ADVERTISING SALES 
PERSON WANTED
The Durant Democrat is looking  
to hire a sharp, energetic, and  

self-motivated sales person interested 
in selling newspaper advertising in the 

greater Durant market. Sales  
background is a plus but not  

necessary – we will train the right  
person. Position is mostly outside 
sales to local businesses, but will 

include some inside sales and clerical 
work. Account list is included, with 

incentives on expanding the list by up 
selling and cold calling. Good work 
environment for a great newspaper. 
Must be dependable and have your 
own transportation with insurance. 

Interested parties may contact 
sales manager Karen Brown at 
Karen@DurantDemocrat.com.

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 LPN or RN for 2 pm – 10 pm 

Monday - Friday charge 
nurse on our memory unit 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 

in Colbert 
Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 

Administrator or 
Heather Mitchell, Administrator 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern Pointe Living Center 
is accepting applications for  
 CNA’s for 1st and 2nd shifts 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 

in Colbert. Ask for 
Malorie Weger, Assistant Administrator or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP WANTED 
Accounting/Quick 

Books/AP-AR/Office
Pay and benefits are 
commensurate with 

experience
DanWell Companies

580-920-5955
E-mail resume to 

mmanzo@danwellcompanies.com

CAPITAL AVAILABLE 
FOR BUSINESS,
COMMERCIAL  

& VENTURE CAPITAL.
$50,000 UP.

Call 580-509-5000  
or write

Jones and Jones  
Financial Service

348 W Maple Lane
Atoka, Ok 74525

 Attention  RN’s 
Calera Manor Nursing Home 

is seeking caring, energetic 
Weekend RN Supervisor  

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 1061 N. Service 

Road in Calera 
Ask for Gwin Peteet, DON or  

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  CNA’S 
Calera Manor Nursing Home 
NOW OFFERING HIGHER WAGES 

is seeking caring, energetic 
CNA’S for 2pm -10 pm shift 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 1061 N. Service 

Road in Calera 
Ask for Gwin Peteet, DON or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 LPN or RN for nightshift 

charge nurse on our 
memory unit 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 

in Colbert 
Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 

Administrator or 
Heather Mitchell, Administrator 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



work. At the same time, 
progressives believe all 
human beings should 
have decent places to 
live, healthcare, enough 
to eat, and transporta-
tion to work and school.

That’s all progres-
sives want. And it is not 
godless.

Joe Littlejohn is Co-Director 
of the Bryan County Coalition 
Against Hunger. He writes two 
newsletters, one for people who 
depend on the County’s free food 
sources and the other for the 
Bryan County Democratic Party. 
He is retired from Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University, where 
he worked 27 years as Professor, 
Chair of the Department of En-
glish, Humanities, and Languag-
es, and Dean of the School of Arts 
and Letters.

LOCAL
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KINDNESS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

back after the Corvette). 
I heard him exclaim, ere 
he drove out of  sight, 
“Shop Locally, With 
Your Durant Merchants, 
and Keep Your Money at 
Home.” #MyDurant

The Durant Area Chamber of 
Commerce thanks you for a 

successful 2018. Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year 
from Janet Reed - Executive 
Director, Katie Quinn - Cham-
ber Manager, Jennifer Brewer - 
Chamber Executive Assistant, 
Jennifer Taylor – Membership 
Services and the Durant Area 
Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors. For information 
visit www.durantchamber.org, 
Facebook, and Twitter or our 
office at 215 N. Fourth Avenue, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday thru 
Friday.

11, the city council unan-
imously approved an ap-
plication for a $1.5 million 
grant from the Economic 
Development Authori-
ty for improvements at 
the wastewater treat-
ment plant. Specifically, 
the grant, which Public 
Works Director Marty 
Cook said the city was in 
the process of  obtaining, 
would finance the pur-
chase and installation of  
a sludge press. Wall and 
Cook both say the press 
could extend the plant’s 
life by 6 to 10 years.

“We could get up to 4 
mgd if  we don’t treat the 
solids,” Wall said. “This 
(sludge press) could ex-
tend the life of  the plant 
by up to 10 years.”

Cook said the problem 
is that the city cannot dis-
pose of  the solids from the 
plant. The plant treats the 
water but must pay a con-
tractor to haul the sludge 
for disposal elsewhere. 
Currently, more than 80 
percent of  what is hauled 
away is liquid. The sludge 
press will compress the 
solids so that the city pays 
for more sludge and less 
water to be hauled away.

But Wall says this plan 
only buys time. The plant 
needs to be updated and 
expanded to handle the 
greater demand that’s 
coming with growth. Wall 
said it could take up to 
five years to complete the 
expansion.

“Growth is not slowing 
down,” Wall said.

He said the plant was 
originally designed to 

have a 20-year life and it 
is getting near that dead-
line. In the past couple of  
decades, technology has 
advanced and wastewater 
treatment equipment and 
techniques have advanced 
and improved with it.

“Every part of  the plant 
will have to be upgraded,” 
Wall said.

Wall’s report recom-
mends expanding the 
plant’s capacity to a min-
imum of 5 mgd at an esti-
mated cost of  about $8.95 
million. He also recom-
mends the installation of  
new equipment, filters, 
digesters and a complete 
electrical overhaul. These 
additional upgrades will 
come in at approximately 
$7.5 million.

The long-term cost of  
all the work he recom-
mends will come to $18.76 
million.

Wall said that while 
the situation is serious, 
it is not as dire as it may 
seem. He lauded city staff  
for getting as much life 
out of  the treatment plant 
as they can. Wall said the 
plant’s operators know 
the system and keep it 
running as efficiently as 
possible. According to 
Wall, the average waste-
water treatment plant in 
Oklahoma will receive be-
tween 4 and 8 Oklahoma 
Department of  Environ-
mental Quality violations 
each year.

He said the Durant fa-
cility has received a total 
of  7 over the past 15 years 
and none in the last 7 
years.

“They haven’t had any 
major violations in 11 
years,” Wall said. “That’s 
unheard of.”

ISSUES
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Center, 3725 W. Arkan-
sas St. and 1502 N. First 
Ave.

Durant Masonic Lodge 
No. 45 holds its break-
fast on the third Satur-
day of  each month from 
6:30 a.m. until 10 a.m. at 
the lodge on the corner 
of  Gates and University. 
Cost is $5 per plate.

The Disabled American 
Veterans, “DAV” has 
five certified Service 
Officers that are located 
in the VFW post at 123 S 
2nd Ave here in Durant. 
These service officers 
attend training and get 
recertified each year. 
The purpose of  the cer-
tification is to be sure 
all the service officers 
are current on all new 
forms and procedures 
that are necessary to 
file claims for Veterans 
and their families. The 
hours are 11 am to 3 pm 
Monday through Fri-
day. If  it is not possible 
for the veteran to make 
these hours due to work 
or what ever we will do 
appointments. Just call 
the Commander, Don 
“Pappy” Papin at 580 
634 2905 and set up an 
appointment.

The Bryan County 

Magnolia Garden Club 
monthly third-Mon-
day morning meetings 
convene in the homes of  
different members each 
month from September 
through May. Times of  
meetings will be posted 
in advance.

The Hendrix Commu-
nity Center has a game 
night from 5-7 p.m. the 
first Saturday of  each 
month.

The Lighthouse of Col-
bert will have a gospel 
singing at 7 p.m. the 
second Friday of  each 
month. The church is 
located at 346 Somers 
Ave. south of  the post 
office.

New Horizon Fellowship’s 
temporary location 
is 383 Bushnell Lane 
in Durant. Services 
soon will begin at the 
permanent address of  
501 S. First St. in Calera. 
Worship times: Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m., and Wednesday at 
7 p.m.

Reynolds Chapel Baptist 
Church hosts a singing at 
7 p.m. the third Satur-
day of  the month. Bible 
study will be at 6 p.m. 
on the first and third 
Wednesdays.

A Christ-centered 12-
step meeting for men will 
be 6-8 p.m. Wednesdays 

at Durant First Baptist 
Church, Room 207. For 
information, call (580) 
924-3574.

Bryan County Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates 
is conducting ongoing 
volunteer training. 
Contact Betty Colclazi-
er or Carolyn Thomp-
son at (580) 924-0564 for 
CASA details. Flexible 
training schedule avail-
able.

“DivorceCare,” a di-
vorce-recovery seminar 
and support group, is a 
13-week series con-
ducted at First Baptist 
Church, 124 W. Ever-
green St., Durant. The 
ministry remains open, 
so people may attend as 
they have need. Weekly 
sessions are 6-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays in Room 
210. There is no obliga-
tion to attend First Bap-
tist or any church to 
participate in this sem-
inar/support group. 
All persons in the area 
who are experiencing 
separation or divorce 
or have experienced 
divorce years ago are 
encouraged to attend. 
For information about 
DivorceCare or to pre- 
register, call the church 
at 924-3573, Katherine 
Brown at 924-1472, or 
e-mail kmbrown740@ 
simplynet.net. Visit 

www.divorcecare.org or 
www.dc4k.org to learn 
more.

The Democratic Party of 
Bryan County meets at 6 
p.m. the first Tuesday of  
the month in the small 
dining room of  Roma 
Italian Restaurant in 
Durant. Meetings are 
open to the public.

The Bryan County 
Federation of Democratic 
Women meets the third 
Tuesday of  each month 
at noon in the small 
dining room of  Roma 
Restaurant in Durant. 
The meetings feature 
guest speakers and 
discussions of  current 
events. Both women and 
men are welcome to the 
meetings.

Mead Community 
Center serves lunch 12-1 
p.m. Tuesdays-Thurs-
days. Cost is $4. Caddo 
Community Associa-
tion meets at 6 p.m. the 
second Monday of  each 
month at the Indian 
Territory Museum and 
Library. New members 
always welcome.

Red River Pride meets 
at 6 p.m. Thursdays at 
the Donald W. Reynolds 
Community Center and 
Library, 1515 W. Main 
St., Durant. Anyone in-
terested in the commu-
nity-oriented organiza-
tion is welcome.

EVENTS
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3 MONTH $25.10

6 MONTH $48.20

1 YEAR $92.40

Bryan County’s home-

less population will soon be 

getting some desperately 

needed resources, thanks 

to the efforts of  local indi-

viduals and churches.

Two homeless shel-

ters are in the works, one 

planned for Durant and 

another already under 

construction in Calera. 

This will signifi cantly in-

crease the level of  aid for 

local homeless families.

Groups in Durant al-

ready provide on-the-spot 

resources for homeless in-

dividuals and families, in-

cluding basic necessities, 

food bags and vouchers 

for short-term motel stays 

in some situations. But 

the one thing these people 

need most – medium to 

long-term housing – has 

been elusive until now.

“We desperately need 

a homeless shelter,” said 

Pamela Mitchell Robinson, 

director of  Bryan County 

United Way. “We’ve had 

a homeless problem for a 

long time. We don’t have 

resources for them, or ser-

vices for transitional liv-

ing.”
One group is currently 

building a 24-bed shelter 

in Calera under the name 

Compassion Outreach 

Center. Photos of  work on 

the structure have been 

circulating online recently, 

and Pastor David Ervin of  

Glory Bound Pentecostal 

Church in Calera said do-

nations are being accepted 

for clothing, hygiene items 

and furniture.

“We’ve been raising our 

own money and paying for 

it as we go,” he said of  the 

proposed shelter, which is 

being erected in his spare 

time. Ervin is a full-time 

registered nurse at Al-

lianceHealth in Durant. 

“It’s going to take every-

one doing their part. If  we 

work together, we can ac-

complish a lot.”

His inspiration came 

from helping a woman 

out of  homelessness a few 

years ago. She went on to 

become a nurse herself. “I 

know you can’t help every-
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Groups plan homeless shelters for county

BY ZACH MAXWELL

zach@durantdemocrat.com

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat

Items found at a possible homeless camp near the Durant 

library include clothing, chairs, books and this pair of shoes.

“The beginning of 

wisdom is this: Get 

wisdom. Though it 

cost all you have, get 

understanding.”
 - Proverbs 4:7

Easter eggs dropped by helicopter

Eggs are dropped Saturday from a helicopter piloted by Walter Prentice with Prentice Aviation Inc. during the Fusion Bible Easter Egg 

Drop on a fi eld at the Durant High School. Fifteen-thousand eggs were dropped from the helicopter in two separate drops for diff erent age 

groups of children. Fusion Bible is building a church at 1097 Gerlach Drive across from the high school.

People are shown reacting as the helicopter fl ies in to drop its eggs at the 

Durant High School. Fusion Bible estimated that 4,000 people attended 

and organizers said it was a great event. As the helicopter approached, the 

crowd chanted, “Drop those eggs.”

The race for the eggs begins at the Fusion Bible Easter Egg 

Drop. See photos of other Easter egg hunts on page 3.

Residents 
object to 
proposed 
opening of 
section line
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Bryan County Commissioners 

tabled action on opening a section 

line at Folsom and Wilson roads to 

construct a road for property that is 

landlocked.

Commissioners Ron Boyer, Tony 

Simmons and Jay Perry met Monday 

morning in the Bryan County Court-

house Annex.

Property owner Dr. Kinion Whit-

tington has requested that a section 

line be opened so a road can be built 

to his property.

Several residents who live in the 

area spoke out against it.

Jerry Carter expressed concerns 

that a sand pit will be put on the site 

and that trucks are already damaging 

the roads.
Deborah Lawrence, who has lived 

on property near there for 54 years, 

said the proposed road would go 

through her front yard and be three 

feet from her porch.

“Cars would be running up and 

down the side of  my house,” Law-

rence said. “I think it would be re-

ally dangerous to the people who live 

there.”

Woman injured 

after swerving 

vehicle to 
avoid animal
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

A Durant woman was seriously 

injured after swerving her vehicle to 

miss an animal in the roadway, the 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol said.

Sixty-two-year-old Dianne Houston 

was fl own to Plano Medical Center, 

Plano, Texas, after the 6:28 p.m. Fri-

day accident on Old Highway 70 2.1 

miles east of  Durant.

She was listed in critical condition 

at the time of the OHP report.

OHP said she was driving a pickup 

westbound when she swerved to the 

right to miss an animal in the road-

way. Her pickup struck a fence post, a 

tree and then rolled 3/4 time.

Houston was pinned approximately 

20 minutes before being freed by Du-

rant fi refi ghters, according to the re-

port. She was wearing a seat belt.

Trooper Kyle Ince, assisted by 

Trooper B.J. Keeling, investigated the 

accident. The Bryan County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce and Bryan County EMS also 

responded.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

SEE SHELTERS, PAGE 8

Durant Schools were closed 

Monday to allow educators to 

visit the teacher rally at the 

State Capitol while many who 

stayed in town held signs at in-

tersections to show support.

From approximately 7 a.m. 

until 6 p.m. Monday, teachers, 

support staff, parents and stu-

dents stood at the Washington 

Avenue and University Boule-

vard intersection. Others had 

also been set up on West Main 

Street.
Some of the signs were en-

couraging motorists to honk if  

they love and support teachers. 

Many horns were honked as 

traffi c went through the inter-

section.

Gina Pilgreen, a one-on-one 

teacher aide, said about 20 peo-

ple were participating in the 

show of support in rotating sup-

port.
“A group went to the capitol 

and for those who could not go, 

we chose to show our support 

this way,” Pilgreen said.

Organizers said it was not 

BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Locals stand at intersections 

to show support for teachers

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Durant Schools were closed Monday to allow educators to travel to the 

State Capitol to advocate for education funding. Teachers, support staff , 

parents and students held a show of support Monday at the Washington 

Avenue and University Boulevard intersection.

SEE OBJECT, PAGE 8

SEE TEACHERS, PAGE 8

A Southeastern Okla-homa State University (SE) adjunct English professor and poet has been named a fi nalist in The Oklahoma Center for the Book Awards.Ron Wallace has written eight books of  poetry and this is the fourth time he has been named a fi nalist. This time, it is for his new-est book, “Renegade and Other Poems.”
Wallace was born at the former Haynie Hospital in Durant in 1953 and his fa-ther was a Durant police offi cer.

A 1977 graduate of  SE, Wallace began teaching at Colbert High School in 1978, a position he held almost 30 years. He has taught at Southeastern since August 2008. Wallace says he was inspired by the late Den-nis and Billie Letts, and the late Howard Starks, all former English instructors 

at SE. Mrs. Letts was the author of  the best-selling novel, “Where the Heart is,” and Mr. Letts was an actor. Starks was an avid poet who published a book of his po-ems in the 1990s.
Wallace’s poems were fi rst published in 1976 in SE’s poetry magazine, In-sight.

He said he did not write again for publication for al-most 30 years.
In 2005, he started writing at an online site and won a publishing contract with 

If  you see a colorful bus painted up with smiling animals rolling up and down the Highway 70 cor-ridor, it’s likely delivering books to preschoolers in southeast Oklahoma.
This bookmobile is part of  the Early Steps to Lit-eracy program of Choctaw Nation Child Care As-sistance. Two Head Start instructors take turns driving the bookmobile to pre-K classrooms and day cares throughout Bryan, Choctaw and McCurtain counties.

“It’s crazy but it’s so fun,” said one of  those in-structors, Makenzie Mus-sett of  Fort Towson. “The kids know the bus, you can see them looking at it through the fence. They get so excited, it makes it all worth it.”
When the youngsters enter the bus, most make a beeline for the back where 

a giant teddy bear and pil-lows form a sort of  reading nook. Both walls of  the vehicle, a converted Head Start bus, have book racks stacked fi ve high and fi lled with children’s tales. There are no seats – except for the driver of  course.
At this point, we should point out that they don’t actually take the kids any-where on this particular book bus. No seats; that would be unsafe. They stay parked by the Head Start 

or day care, the kids come on, pick their books and fi le back out to get back to class.
It’s all part of  an early literacy support program to encourage the children to read more. Program Co-ordinator Rhonda Vaught said there is also a home visitation component to the program. When the Bookmobile is not making the rounds, her staff  visits 

Colbert ISD Superintendent Jarvis Dobbs was elated at the re-sults of  the April 3 vote for school bond issues. However, Rock Creek’s superintendent was likely disappointed.
Colbert voters approved a $465,000 bond issue for technology and security upgrades.
“I want to thank all the com-munity for supporting our school and our students,” Dobbs said.Eighty-eight percent of  voters approved the plan to fi nance the installation of  interactive boards in every classroom. The boards use touchscreen technology to 

allow teachers and students to in-teract with the curriculum rather than just read it. In addition, the bond issue will pay for single-entry locking systems at all the Colbert school buildings. Dobbs said this will enhance security by allowing school personnel to control who has access to school facilities.
According to the Oklahoma Election Board Website, 185 voters supported the bond issue while 25 voted against the measure for a total of  210 votes cast.

“Safety is pretty high on every-body’s list and everybody wants the newest technology,” he said.Dobbs expects the boards and security system to be in place 

when the new school year begins next August.
In the same election Rock Creek failed to get a $1.5 million bond issue for construction. Roughly 54 percent of  Rock Creek voters turned down the proposition with 46 percent approving. The Okla-homa Election Board reported 192 yes votes against 220 no votes for a total of  412 votes cast.

Rock Creek offi cials were hop-ing to build a new administra-tion and conference building and covered walkways to connect the new and existing buildings. Rock Creek Superintendent Preston Burns was not available for com-ment, according to Rock Creek staff.

Matthew Nahrstedt doesn’t believe Durant can be successful unless it has a comprehensive plan.
“Successful communi-ties don’t just happen,” said Nahrstedt, Durant’s new community development director and city planner.

Nahrstedt spoke to about 30 visitors at a town hall meeting in the Donald W. Reynolds Community Center & Library Tuesdaynight. In addition to askingquestions and expressingideas, visitors studied maps of  the city marked withpossible improvements. Nahrstedt pointed out thatDurant has seen signifi cantchanges since its last com-prehensive plan was writ-ten in 2002.
“This (comprehensive plan) needs to be updated every 5-7 years,” Nahrstedt said.

As new industries move into Bryan County, they place an increasing demand on Durant’s infrastructure. Everything from police and 

fi re to transportation to public health services are challenged. Without a plan, Nahrstedt said city leaders would be hard pressed to deal with the demand.
Durant City Council Member Oden Grube, who represents Ward 2, was at the meeting. She said she’s glad to see a plan. Grube said the city is outgrowing its infrastructure because of  industrial growth that doesn’t directly benefi t Durant. While recent busi-nesses have produced jobs, Grube said the company’s pay little in the way of local taxes.

“We need more retail businesses,” Grube said.
Charlie Bachmann is a long-time Durant resident who moved to the city in 1978. He left for several years then moved back af-ter he retired. He said he is glad to see the city is plan-ning for its future. Bach-mann said he hopes there will be an emphasis on zoning and building codes. Bachmann said the city 
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Lady Storm walkoff 
East Central for sweepSPORTS 3
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“He was despised and 
rejected by mankind, 
a man of suff ering, 

and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom 

people hide their faces 
he was despised, and 

we held him in low 
esteem.”

- Isaiah 53:3

Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”

New plans 
underway 
for Durant
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com

Michael Clements | Durant DemocratMatthew Nahrstedt, Community Development Director and City Planner for the city of Durant, talks with Johnny Shep-herd during a town hall meeting Tuesday night. Nahrstedt is working on a long-range comprehensive plan for the city which he hopes have completed within the next 10 months.

Colbert ISD bond wins 
big, Rock Creek dies
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com

SEE PLANS, PAGE 9

SEE BOOK, PAGE 9

SEE FINALIST, PAGE 9

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat
There were no serious injuries after this vehicle drove through a wrought iron fence and over a 12-foot wall Tuesday in the 

parking lot of Whataburger. Durant police on the scene said the driver went to the hospital with a possible minor injury, 

while a passenger in the vehicle was unharmed and could be seen talking to offi  cers at the scene near Radio Road.

Over the wall…

BY ZACH MAXWELL
zach@durantdemocrat.com

Choctaw Nation literacy program includes a mobile book nook

Zach Maxwell | Durant DemocratChildren from Miranda Matlock’s class at Choctaw Nation Head Start in Durant enjoy their books from the tribe’s bookmobile visit on Tuesday, April 3.

Local poet a fi nalist 
in book awards

BY MATT SWEARENGIN
matt@durantdemocrat.com

Ron Wallace is shown with his poetry book “Renegade and Other Poems.”

A boy was injured after 

being hit by a car Thurs-

day at Walmart.

The accident hap-

pened at approximately 

3:30 p.m. just outside the 

doors on the pharmacy 

side of  the building.

When Durant fi re-

fi ghters arrived, Bryan 

County EMS was on the 

scene, and there was a 

grandmother lying on the 

ground with her grand-

son in front of  a car, ac-

cording to a Durant Fire 

Department report.

OKLAHOMA CITY — 

The Oklahoma Senate ap-

proved two bills Friday 

designed to generate about 

$40 million more for public 

schools, but it was unclear 

whether that would be 

enough to placate thou-

sands of  teachers on a fi ve-

day strike seeking more 

money for education.

Republican Gov. Mary 

Fallin next will decide 

whether to sign the reve-

nue-raising plans into law.

Some of Oklahoma’s 

largest school districts 

have already canceled 

classes on Monday. Okla-

homa Education Asso-

ciation Executive Direc-

tor David Duvall says he 

doesn’t think the legisla-

tion does enough to keep 

teachers from walking out 

again next week.

“Our members know 

their needs, and they’re 

going to tell us when it’s 

enough,” Duvall said. “I 

anticipate that we’ll be 

back up here on Monday.”

Senate Floor Leader 

Greg Treat, a key negotia-

tor on the budget, said he 

had not met with educa-

tion union leaders and 

didn’t know what it would 

take to resolve the situa-

tion.
“I’m not the one who 

started the walkout, so I’m 

not the person to ask,” said 

Dig out those swim-

suits, Durant! We are ex-

actly seven weeks away 

from “Splash Day” at the 

Carl Albert Park pool.

City parks crew has se-

lected May 26 (a Saturday) 

as the offi cial opening 

day for the pool, which is 

currently under the fi rst 

phase of  a two-phase, 

$750,000 renovation. Pub-

lic Works Director Marty 

Cook said the contracted 

work is currently “at or 

ahead of  schedule.”

After a few swimming 

seasons of  wrangling 

with the Oklahoma De-

partment of  Health over 

safety and regulatory is-

sues, the city has gotten 

the fi rst $305,000 of  work 

underway. This portion 

of  the project covers ev-

erything from pool liner 

replacement to painting 

the big green mushroom 

in the baby pool.

A second phase, after 

this summer, will entail 

renovation of  the bath 

house and some upgrades 

to the fi ltration system. 

Early estimates place the 

cost of  this work around 

$450,000 because more 

structural building mate-

rial will go into the work.

For now, the real ac-

tion is in the pool. In re-

cent weeks, park visitors 

could see a pickup truck 

and other equipment 

down at the bottom of the 

(empty) pool. Some sand-

blasting of  the walls is go-

ing on, as contractors re-

place a plastic liner with 

The Durant Industrial 

Authority (DIA) will be 

without an executive di-

rector a little longer after 

the Durant City Council 

rejected a plan presented 

by City Manager Tim Run-

del.
Under the plan, the di-

rector would have been 

paid by the city and report 

to the city manager. At the 

same time, the director 

would have worked for the 

DIA and answered to its 

board of  directors for that 

work.
City staff  has been work-

ing on the plan since the 

former executive director, 

Tommy Kramer, retired 

last August. Under the new 

plan, the executive direc-

tor’s salary would be paid 

from proceeds of  a fran-

chise fee paid by OG&E 

for providing power at the 

CMC expansion. Rundel 

said this would give the 

city more control and ac-

countability because it 

would be paying for a spe-

cifi c item rather than just 

“overhead.”

“We would no longer be 

sending up to $800,000 per 

year to the DIA for ‘over-

head,’” said Rundel.

Councilmembers Destry 

Hawthorne, Chad Hitch-

cock and Oden Grube vot-

ed against the plan. Mayor 

Jerry Tomlinson and 

Councilman Mike Dills 

voted for it.

Hitchcock said he was 

concerned over the idea of  

the director answering to 

two bodies.
“What happens when 

the city and the (DIA) is at 

odds?” he asked.

Rundel said that ulti-

mately, the director would 

work for the city. Tomlin-
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White edges Blue in 

overtime at SE spring game

SPORTS 9
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Less waiting for emergency care (and a lot more care, if you need it).

*Medical professionals may include physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners. AllianceHealth Durant is owned in part by physicians.

In a medical emergency, every minute matters. So, at AllianceHealth Durant, you’ll find faster care  

in the emergency room. We work diligently to have you initially seen by a medical professional* in 

30 minutes – or less. And, with a team of dedicated medical specialists, we can provide a lot more 

care, if you need it.

The 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge – AllianceHealth Durant. MyAllianceHealth.com

“I have told you these 

things, so that in me 

you may have peace. 

In this world you will 

have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome 

the world.”

- John 16:33

UPCOMING 

EVENTS
April 7

Magnolia Farmers Mar-

ket starts this Saturday 

and every Saturday 

through October at 

Market Square in down-

town Durant. Hours 

are 8 a.m. to noon. For a 

vendor application, call 

(580) 924-1550.

April 12
On April 12 at 7 

p,.m., Book Talk meets 

at Donald W. Reynolds 

Community Center & 

Library, 1515 W. Main 

St. in Durant, to discuss 

“Traveling Mercies: 

Some Thoughts on 

Faith,” by national 

bestselling author Anne 

Lamott. Marion Hill, lo-

cal mystery writer, will 

lead discussion of  the 

book she describes as 

“thoughtful, sometimes 

touching, often hi-

larious.” Copies of  Book 

Talk selections are 

available for purchase 

at the library service 

desk. The public is 

welcome at the group’s 

discussions. The May 10 

meeting will not have a 

chosen book to discuss 

but will be the annual 

“sharing session,” when 

individual members 

recommend books 

they’ve read and liked. 

Book Talk will then 

take its summer break, 

resuming on September 

13.
Singing Church Women 

of Oklahoma will be in 

concert at 7 p.m. April 

12 at Bloomer Sullivan 

Arena, 130 Magnolia Av. 

in Durant.

April 15
The St. William Calf Fry 

will be Sunday, April 

15 in Haggard Hall at 

the Fairgrounds. Food 

will be served at noon 

and a live auction and 

silent auction will be 

had as well as activities 

for the children. Tickets 

can be purchased at the 

door. The live auction 

begins about 1:30 p.m. 

and there will be a $500 

ticket drawing following 

the auction. You must 

be present to win.

Sherman Andrus will 

be in concert at the 

Durant First Nazarene 

, 724 West Texas St. in 

Durant at the 10 a.m. 

service April 15. He 

sang with the “Andrus 

Blackwood Company.” 

The public is invited 

and the concert is free, 

but there will be a love 

offering.

Council rejects DIA director plan

Questions about ordinance raised

BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS

michael@durantdemocrat.com

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

Members of the First U.S. Artillery reenactors fi re off  “Aunt Jane” during the 27th Annual 

Rendezvous at Fort Washita, Thursday. Nick Wallace of Fort Towson is a member of the group 

and said he has been involved in historic reenactments since he was a boy. Wallace said that 

the cannon belongs to Fort Washita and is a crowd favorite when it is fi red. Wallace’s fellow 

reenactor, Garrett Mussett, said the group named the cannon Aunt Jane for a reason. “We 

named her Aunt Jane after a ghost that haunts the fort,” he said. The Rendezvous opened 

Wednesday and will be open today from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Members of Ms. Wigin-

ton’s second-grade class 

from Silo elementary en-

gaged in a spirited game 

of stickball during the 

27th Annual Rendezvous 

at Fort Washita Thursday 

afternoon. In addition 

to stickball, the children 

learned other traditional 

Native American games 

including marbles and 

chunky, a game in which 

the children threw sticks 

at a stone disc that is 

rolled across the ground. 

Having a blast

Pool work on 

track for ‘Splash 

Day’ opening
BY ZACH MAXWELL

zach@durantdemocrat.com

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat

Workers and heavy equipment are at the bottom of an 

empty pool at Carl Albert Park, getting the pool refur-

bished for the coming swim season.

Senate approves $40M for 

schools as strike goes on
BY SEAN MURPHY

Associated Press

Child hit by car 

at Walmart
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

SEE REJECTS, PAGE 2

SEE POOL, PAGE 2

SEE CHILD, PAGE 2

SEE STRIKE, PAGE 2

SEE EVENTS, PAGE 2
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Employment of support 
personnel approved at 
school board meeting
STAFF REPORT

Support personnel were 
hired and resignations 
were announced at a re-
cent meeting of  the Du-
rant Board of  Education.

The board approved the 
hiring of  Gary Hicks as a 
transportation employee 
for four hours per day for 
the remainder of  the 2018-
2019 school year. The hir-
ing of  Hayden Ecklund as 

a custodian was approved.
Board members also ac-

cepted the following res-
ignations: Ana Padgett, 
special education teacher 
assistant at DHS; Ashley 
Austin, school nurse as-
sistant at DIS; Gaby Gal-
legos, kindergarten teach-
er assistant at NWH; Abi 
Coble, special education 
teacher assistant at NWH, 
and Joey Gooch, custodi-
an.

WI students win coloring contest

Photo provided | WI

Washington Irving Christmas coloring contest winners are 
(pictured left to right) Lucy DeYoung (second grade), Auniya 
Donaldson (first grade), Nayeli Amaya (third grade) and Ab-
igail Bullard (Kindergarten). Students were presented with 
candy bouquets by Mrs. Shannon Wagner, WI art teacher, for 
being the contest winners.
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Mead Baptist: Kerry Groce, minister. 924-7612. S.s. 9:45 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Discipleship Training 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. 
Murray Hill Baptist: S.Ss. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.; and Sun. eve. 5 
p.m. 3 miles East of Colbert on Hwy. 91.
Nida Baptist: Howard Stanley, Pastor. S.s. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Philadelphia Baptist: Ben Jackson, minister. S.5. 2 p.m. Platter 
Baptist: John Heath, Pastor. S.s. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Prairie 
View Missionary Baptist Church: Jim Parrish, pastor. S.s. 10 
a.m.; M.W. 11 a.m.; 2 miles E of Achille on Hwy 78. 434-5777 
Red River Valley Cowboy Church: George Toma,Pastor. 19531 
State R. 70 E. 580-847-2210.2 MilesE. of Albany. Sunday Service 
10 a.m. every Sunday.
Reynolds Chapel Baptist, Bokchito: Greg Thralls, Pastor. S.S. 
10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Roberta Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Bro. Mike Wing ield, 
pastor.
Robinson Baptist: Donald Ford, Pastor. 2 miles East and 2 1/2 
miles South of Caddo. 924-9081. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Silo Baptist Church: Scott Hamilton, pastor. 924-5896. S.S.
9:45 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m.; D.T. 5 p.m.; W.S. 6:30 p.m.; Wed. 
6:30 p.m.
Stone Creek Baptist:  Dennis Pena, Pastor. 580-755-7484 S.S.
9:45 a.m.; S.W. 11 a.m., Sun. eve. 6p.m. Wed 6p.m. 
Streetman Road Baptist: Pastor Jody Shires. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 
10:30 a.m.; Sun. night 6 p.m.; Wed. night 6:30 p.m. University 
Free Will Baptist: 4105 W. University,
Durant. Raymond Coats, Pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.s.
10:50 a.m.; Eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Utica Baptist:  S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Wade Baptist: Charles 
David Williams, minister. S.S.
10 a.m.; W.Ss. 11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. Western 
Meadows Baptist Church: Highway 70 West, Terrell Suggs, 
Pastor.
Western Meadows Baptist Church: Cole Newton, Pastor. 53
Shawna Drive, Durant, Ok.  580-924-6006.
Westside Baptist: Jesse West, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 
a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
St. Williams Catholic: 802 University Blvd., 924-1989;
Sat. Mass 5:30 p.m.; Sun. 11 :30 a.m. Spanish Mass 6:15 p.m.

CHRISTIAN (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
First Christian: 301 N. Third, Durant. 924-5252. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; 
W.S. 10:45 a.m. Andy Shelton, Reverend

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Bokchito Church of Christ: Graham McKay, minister. 580- 
295-3687. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. and Children’s Church 11 a.m.; 
Sun. Eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Caddo Church of Christ: 512-627-6672 Cory Myers, minister.
Bible class 10 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m.; Sun, eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 
p.m.
Calera Church of Christ: Travis Huffman, minister.
580-434-2707. Sunday Worship 9:00 A.M. Sunday Bible Classes
10:00 A.M. 2nd Worship Service 10:50 A.M. Wednesday Service
7:00 P.M.
Mead Church of Christ: C.W. Amlin, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 6 p.m.
Northwest Church of Christ: 1421 Chuckwa Dr., Durant.
924-1366. S.S. 9 a.m.; W.S. 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 7th
& Beech Church of Christ: Minister Layne Heitz.
924-1643. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.s. 10:40 a.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF GOD
Harvest Hour Pentecostal Church of God, Cartwright, Okla: 
J.B. Bourrough, pastor. Rebecca Teeples, Youth Leader. S.S. 
9:45 a.m.;W.S. 10:45 a.m. and Sun eve. 6 p.m. Thurs. Youth 
Service 7:30 p.m.

EPISCOPAL
St. John’s Episcopal: 515 W. Beech, Durant. 924-1332. James 
R. Blagg, minister. W.5. 10 a.m. (nursery provided) Mon, Tues,
Thurs, & Fri Evening Prayer 5:30 p.m., Wed Holy Communion 
5:30 p.m.

GOSPEL
Caddo Full Gospel: Rev. Matt Stubblefield, Pastor. 6B N. Main 
Ave. Worship times: Sun morning 11 a.m., Sun. eve. 6 p.m.; S.S. 
9:45 a.m., Thurs. eve. 7 p.m.
Cathedral of Praise: 1124 W. Alabama, Durant. Sun. W.S. 10:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m.

HISPANA MISSION
Primera Iglesia Bavtista: Alex Benito, Pastor. Servicios: 
Domingo 10 a.m. y 6 p.m., Miercoles 6:30 p.m. Estamos ubicados 
en a esquina de la calle 12 y Alabama. 1124 W. Alabama 580-
920-0008

HOLINESS
Colbert Bible Way Holiness: EA Doty, minister. S.S. 10 
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Full Gospel Lighthouse Bennington: Rev. Carl Dunlap, pastor. 
580-326-3516. Services: Sun. 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN CHURCH Community 
Christian Church of Durant: 5325 University Avenue, two 
blocks west of 49th Street in Durant.  Sunday:  
Coffee & Donuts, 9:00 a.m.; S.S., 9:30 a.m.; W.S., 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday:  Wednesday Night Live -Snack 
Meal, 6:00 p.m.; Bible Classes, 6:30 p.m.   For more info., call 
(580) 745-9247 or visit:  www.cccdurant.org. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Jehovah’s Witnesses: Henry Early, minister. Public Discourse 
9:30 a.m.; Watchtower Study 10:30 a.m. 1115 Gates Ave., Durant 
924-1111

LUTHERAN
Our Saviour’s Lutheran ELCA: Pastor Jeff Corson: 1524 W. 
Main, Durant. 924-1309. 9:15am.; W.S. 10:30am.
Faith Lutheran Church: Pastor David Lusk. Assoc. of Free 
Lutheran Congregation. 3802 Washington S.s. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 
10:45 a.m.; Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday of month. 924-9907

METHODIST
Boswell United Methodist: 1 block N. Hwy 70 on 5th St. Lay 
Speakers: Lisa Cody & Christine Hack, S.5. 10 a.m.; 
W.S. 10:45 a.m.

Caddo United Methodist:  John Breon, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Calera United Methodist: Jan Kellogg, pastor. 580-434-5484. 
Adult S.S. 10 a.m. W.S. 11 a.m.
Colbert Methodist: Karen Slater, pastor. 296-2665. S.S. 10 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
First United Methodist: 5400 W. Main, Durant. John Breon, 
Pastor. Jeff Hiller: Assoc. Pastor, Tim Ford Associate Pastor and 
Youth at 11:00 am at Durant and 5:00 pm Youth Service: Kim 
Vincent. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 9 a.m. and 11.

MORMON
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: 505 Sunny 
Meadows Dr., Durant. 924-5936. W.s. 10 a.m.

NAZARENE
Albany Nazarene: 924-3746. S.s. 10 a.m.; W.5. 11 a.m. 
Caddo Church of the Nazarene: Rev. John Kinsey. S.S. 10 
a.m.; Sun. Worship 10:50 a.m.; Even. Worship 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
First Church of the Nazarene: Pastor Brent Smith and wife 
Michelle, S. Ninth and Texas, Durant. 924-0800. S.S 9 a.m.; S.W. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.; W. Bible Study. 6:30 p.m. 
New Hope Church of the Nazarene: 1277 Redbud Lane, off
Hwy. 69 N. 924-3050. Clifford Joines, minister. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; 
W.S. 10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Pilgrim Nazarene Church: 2225 Cale Switch, Durant, OK.
580-434-5382. S.S. 9:45 a.m., W.S. 10:30 & 6:00 p.m., Add 
Thursday Service 7pm. Pastor Steve & Connie Snodgrass, Asst
Pastor Clayton & Emily Skiles

PENTECOSTAL
Abundant Life Temple-First Pentecostal Holiness: Chuck 
Barrineau, Pastor. 1307 N. Washington, Durant. 924-5646. 
Sunday: SS, 9:30 a.m. WS, 10:30 a.m.  Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. 
Caddo Pentecostal Holiness: Linda Watson, minister. S.S. 10 
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Cornerstone Full Gospel: 316 N. Main, Caddo, OK. 74720,
Pastor: Russell Horn. 1-469-733-7691. Sun. Morn. 11 a.m. Sun. 
Eve. 6 p.m. Thursday Youth Service 7 p.m. 
Faith Temple Pentecostal Church of God: 928 N. Eighth,
Durant. 580-916-8710. Grady Ford, minister. s.s. 9:45 a.m.; w.s. 11 
a.m.; Sun. night 6:00 p.m; Wed. night 7:00 p.m.
Family Worship Center: Pastor Bob McClough, S.S. 9:30 a.m., 
W.s. 10:30, E.W. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Corner of 5th & Tennessee, 
Durant, OK 775-7202
First Visionary Pentecostal Church: Larry Jackson, pastor.
Hwy 78 Achille, OK. Thus. W.S. 7 p.m. Sun. W.S. 4 p.m.
Glory Bound Pentecostal Church of God: Corner of Main and McKinley 
St., Calera, OK. David & Sandy Ervin, pastors. S.S. 10 a.m.; Sun. Morn 11 
a.m.; Sun. Even. 6 p.m. Wed. Eve Youth Night 7 p.m. 924-5581
Liveoak United Pentecostal Church: 4129 University, Durant.
924-6258. Rev. Lawrence Buller, pastor. W.S. 10 a.m. Sun Eve. 6 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Platter Pentecostal Church: Platter, OK. S.S. 10 a.m., M.W. 
11 a.m.; S.N. 6:30 p.m.; Thur. 7 p.m.; Host Pastor Charles and 
Tammy Wilson, 580-434-7886

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian: 501 N. 15th, Durant. 580-924-0433. S.S. 
9:45 a.m.; W.S. 10:55.
First Presbyterian, Caddo: W.S. 9:30 a.m.; S.S. 10:45 a.m. New 
Bennington Presbyterian: W.S. 9:45 a.m.; S.S. 11:00 a.m. Old 
Bennington Presbyterian: S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11:00 a.m. 
Seventh Day Adventist: Lonnie Carbaugh, pastor, S.S. 9:45 
a.m.; W.S. 11a.m.

OTHER
County Gospel Lighthouse: 1/2 mi. So. of Colberton Old River 
Rd. A full gospel church. W.S. Sun. 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.; W.S. Wed. 7 
p.m.; Pastor B.J. Beal. 580-296-2141.
CrossFire Ministries (Nondenominational): 2804 Rodeo Rd.,
Durant 580-931-6254. Pastor Frankie Hill, Sun. 10:30 a.m.. Wed. 
Bible Study 7 p.m.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

INTERDENOMINATIONAL
Full Gospel Tabernacle, Inc. Headquarters: 106 N. 2nd, 
Hendrix, OK. 74741; PO Box 72, 580-838-2208. Pastor Harry 
White.
Pirtle Community: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 
p.m.
The River: Pastor Dr. John Hollar, professor at and executive
board member of Christ for The Nations Institute -CFNI- Dallas, 
Texas and his wife, Pastor Ann Hollar.  Worship and fellowship, 
Sunday 10 a.m. Children’s Church, 4-12 years; Nursery, newborn - 
3 years. Wednesday evening services start at 7; Youth services for 
12-18 and Nursery - new born - 5 years
Rock Church: 409 North Hamilton, Bokchito, OK. S.S. 10 a.m.; Fri. 
7 p.m. Pastor Wesley Parker, 580-920-5617.
Chapel of Praise: 206 Maupin St., Colbert, OK. Pastor J.E.
Arnold. 580-296-4275. S.S. 10 a.m.; SW. 11 a.m., Sun. Eve. 6 
p.m. Wed. Eve. Prayer Svc. 7 p.m.
Sacred Paths Circle (Nondenominational): 622 N. McLean, 
Durant, OK. Rev. Casey and Krysty Underwood, Services Every 
Sat. 2 p.m.
Victory Life: 3534 University, Durant. 920-1791. Duane and Sue 
Sheriff, ministers. Sunday Morning Express 8 a.m., 2nd Service 
9a.m., 3rd Service 11a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m.

This Devotional Directory is made possible by these 
businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

BRYAN COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORYChanges to the 
church page will 
be made once a 
month.  Please 

have your changes 
in by the 15th of 

the month. 
You may contact 

Kay Allen
at 580-634-2155 

or email
kay@durantdemocrat.com

AN EMPLOYEE OWNED
COMPANY

Member F.D.I.C.
609 BUFFALO, CADDO

580-367-2258

Southeastern Electric
Cooperative, Inc.

SERVING: BRYAN • CHOCTAW • JOHNSTON
ATOKA • COAL COUNTIES

P.O. BOX 1370 • DURANT, OK
(580) 924-2170 - Office • (580) 924-1315 Emergency

60525079

 60721980

   

Brown's Durant Funeral 
and Cremation Service

4900 W. US Hwy 70 Durant OK 

• Coalgate
• Atoka
• Durant
• Madill

APOSTOLIC
Apostolic Lighthouse Church: 1325 W. Texas St., Durant 
Pastor: Danny Maples. S.S. 10a.m. and 6p.m., Tues. Eve Service 
7p.m.
Apostolic Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ: 820 E. Main, 
Durant. 924-3588. Pastor: George E. Brown. S.S. 10a.m. and 
6p.m., Wed. Eve. Service 7p.m.
Lighthouse of Colbert: 130 Somers, Colbert, OK. Pastor: Joe 
Beshirs, Sun. W.S. 10:30a.m. and 6p.m., Wed: 7p.m. 
580-296-5970
New Beginning Apostolic Church: 105 McKinley, Calera, OK. 
Pastor: Brandon Smith, S.S. 12p.m., Wed. 7p.m. 580-775-1200 
New Life Ministries: 820 E. Main St.  Durant. Pastor: Jessie 
Farrell 580-380-8918 Sunday 10:30 a.m./6:00 p.m.  Wednesday 
7:00 P.M.
The Last Call Ministries Church: 50 W. Liveoak, Durant. Pastor: 
B.J. Eggenberg. S.S. 10a.m. and 6p.m., Wed. 7p.m.
Victory Tabernacle: 702 Hwy. 70E, Durant. 924-0179. Pastor: 
Doyle Pair, M.W. and S.S. 10:30a.m., W.S. 6p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
Bokchito-First Pentecostal Church: Corner N. Bogg & E. 
Norman Sts., Sunday 10:00a.m to 6p.m.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Calera New Life Assembly of God: Pastor: Stephen Biggerstaff, 
S.S. 9:30a.m., W.S. 10:30a.m. and 6p.m., Wed. 7p.m.
Calvary Temple Assembly of God: 2220 N. First, Durant. 
924-0058, Reverend: Ron Brannan. 580-795-7343 S.S. 
9:45a.m., W.S. 10:45a.m. and 6p.m., Wed. 7p.m. Carol Shelton 
580-775-0825
First Assembly of God Boswell: S.S 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
First Assembly of God: 303 N. 49th, Durant. 924-2049. Pastor: 
Michael J. Bradley, W.S. 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Yarnaby Assembly of God Church: Hwy 78, Yarnaby, OK. 
285-2250. Pastor: Rick Ring. 285- 2335 S.5. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 
a.m.; Sun. Eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 6 p.m.

BAPTIST
Achille Community Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11a.m.; Pastors 
Bob Stevens, J. T. Welch & Dennis Pena
Achille First Baptist: Mark Gunnels, minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Albany First Baptist: Clark Harp, minister. S.S. 10a.m.; W.S. 
11a.m.
Armstrong Baptist: Monty Wood, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Bennington First Baptist: Jay Perry, minister S.S. 10am, W.S. 
11am, W. 6 p.m.
Bible Baptist: 2707 E. Hwy. 70, Durant. 924-3103. Mark Wesley, 
minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.s. 11 a.m.
Blue Baptist: Dale Ballard, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. 
Blue River Fellowship, Caddo OK: 4 miles East of Caddo on 
Highway 22. 580-775-4042. S.B.S. 10 a.m.; S.S. 11 a.m.; S.E.S. 6 
p.m.; W. Evening Youth, Children's Programs and Prayer Service 
6:30 p.,.
Bokchito Faith Baptist: Ryan Perry, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Bokchito First Baptist: Preston Burns, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m.
Brown Baptist: Winston Smith, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 
a.m.; discipleship training 6 p.m.; E.W. 7 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bushnell Baptist: Pastor Roddy Arnold S.S. 5 p.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. 
Caddo First Baptist: Cory Myers, minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 
10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Calera First Baptist: Jacob Toews, minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 
10:50 a.m. and 6:50 p.m.
Calvary Baptist: 715 W. Louisiana, Durant. Bro. Darel Bunch, 
pastor. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 10:40 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
Cartwright First Baptist: Troy Phillips Pastor, S.S,10 a.m; WS 11 
a.m and 5pm; following 5pm service prayer meeting. Wed student 
Ministry 5-7 pm.
Cobb Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.s. 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Colbert First Baptist: Roddy Arnold, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Emmanuel Baptist, Mead: S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S.10:30 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Fairview Baptist: Bill Ledbetter, Pastor. 1200 University Blvd. 
Durant. 924-2148 S.S. 9:15 a.m.; W.S. 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; 
Wed. 7 p.m.
Faith Baptist Missionary Church: Bro. Curtis Jones S.S. 10 
a.m.; 5.W. 11 a.m. & 1 :30 p.m. 1600 Radio Rd. Durant OK 74701 
580-335-1416
First Baptist: 124 W. Evergreen, Durant. 924-3573. Pastor 
James Robinson, M.W. 9 a.m.; S.S. 10:15 a.m.; late M.W.
11 :15 a.m.; Sun. Night 6:30 p.m.; Wed. 5 p.m. Meal Wed. Focus 
groups 6:30 p.m.
First Baptist Church Colbert - 307 N Franklin St. Roddy Arnold 
is Pastor. S.S. starts at 9:45, Worship service is at 10:45, (580) 
296-2926.
First Baptist Church of Yuba: Joe Smith, Pastor. SW. 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. Discipleship Training 6 p.m.; Wed 7 p.m.
Folsom Freewill Baptist Coleman: Youth Pastor: Kris Brown 
S.s. 10 a.m.; W.s. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Grace Baptist: 206 E. Main, Durant. 924-4884. Anthony Williams, 
minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; Discipleship 
Training 6:00 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Grace Indian Baptist: Hwy. 78 South. S.s. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Hendrix Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 
service 7 p.m.
Hopewell Freewill Baptist: Leonard Cook, minister. W.S. 10 
a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; Wed. 7:00 p.m. 6 miles off 48 North, Watch 
for Church sign. 580- 937-4401
Kene ic Baptist: Pastor: Royce Couch 580-295-2180 S.S. 9:45 
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Sun. eve. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Lake Point Community Church: 120 South 2nd, Durant. S.S. 
9:15a.m.; W.s. 10:30 a.m.
Lee Heights Baptist: North McLean Dr., Durant. 924-3799. Harry 
Boydstun, pastor. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; 
Wed. 7 p.m.
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CHECK OUT THE LIBRARY
Library Hours: Monday - 

Thursday 9:00am - 8:00pm, 
Friday & Saturday 9:00am 
-5:00pm -OverDrive eBook 
collection– OK Virtual 
Library – FREE digital books 
to download to Nook, Kindle, 
iPad, computer, or tablet.

Library Tidbit – The Mini-
ture Masters will be having 
their 3rd annual kids’ art 
show on Saturday, January 
5th in the meeting room. 
Come meet the young artists 
and see their art work on 
display. Much of the art on 
display will be for sale and 
all proceeds benefit the local 
organization, The Mission.

Activities & Meetings 
for Week: Dec. 24

Monday - LIBRARY 
CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY – WILL 
REOPEN WED.12/26

Tuesday - LIBRARY 
CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY – WILL 
REOPEN WED.12/26

Friday - Conference Rm 
– OK Dept of Veteran Affairs 
service officer Darrell will be 
here for veterans services – 

9:00am to 1:00pm - Story 
Rm – Story Time – Children 
ages 2 to 5 with an adult – 
10:00am

Saturday - Story Rm – 
Kids’ Program – 2:00pm 
– FREE program for school 
aged children – drop in pro-
gram, no registration required 
– every Saturday at 2:00pm 
unless there is a family movie

The library will be closed 
on Monday, Dec. 31 for 
training and Tuesday, Jan. 1 
for the holiday. We will reopen 
on Wednesday, Jan. 2.

The colder weather is here 
so we are in need of coats, 
men’s & women’s. We are 
giving out bag/boxed meals 
once a day/person when the 
café is open. Items for boxed 
meals are individual sized 
items like cup of noodles, 
soup, fruit cups, oatmeal, and 
such. If you’d like to donate 
please bring food items to the 
café or circulation desk. This 
effort is being supported by 
the community so let us know 
if you’d like to help.

We couldn’t do this without 

you!
KUDOS: To those who 

donated to the library or FOL 
this year, your tax deduction 
eligible donation will help with 
programming at the library. 
It isn’t too late to get your 
donation in for the 2018 tax 
season. Thank you!

January Computer 
Classes

Beginning Computers – 
10:00am – Tuesdays, Jan. 8, 
15, & 22

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel – 10:00am – Thursdays, 
Jan. 10, 17, & 24

Call to sign up for the 
classes or stop by the Circula-
tion Desk to sign up

* One-to-one sessions
* Laptop, Nook, Kindle, 

iPad & tablet help sessions – 
Call for a 30 minute one-on-
one appointment or sign up 
at the circulation desk

* Smart phones, iPhones, 
& Cell Phone help sessions – 
Call for a 30 minute one-on-
one appointment or sign up 
at the circulation desk

* Genealogy sessions – 
Call for a 30 minute one-on-
one appointment or sign up 
at the circulation desk

* Microsoft Office prod-
ucts– Call for a 30 to 45 min-
ute one-on-one appointment 
or sign up at the circulation 
desk

Let us know what comput-
er classes you’d like to us to 
offer and what days/times 
would work best for you!

To access go to the 
library’s website, www.don-
aldwreynolds.okpls.org and 
click on link.

-Find us on Facebook 
– search for “Donald W. 
Reynolds” and friend us. You 
can also follow the “Donald 
W. Reynolds Friends of the 
Library” page too.

Come visit the Bookista 
Cafe. The Friends of the 
Library group will be serving 
drinks and snacks. All money 
benefits the FOL group which 
supports the library pro-
grams. Come get a flavored 
coffee, cappuccino, and a 
snack.

Inaugural Grant

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

Stephanie Gardner, executive director of Durant Main 
Street, center, accepts a grant of $10,000 from the Tourism 
and Economic Development Authority. Presenting the check 
were Chairman Jim Thorpe and trustee Janet Reed, exec-
utive director of the Durant Area Chamber of Commerce. 
According to Thorpe this is the first grant awarded from the 
five percent lodging tax collected by the Authority. Gardner 
said half the grant will be used for prizes in Main Street’s 
annual Dash for Cash holiday promotion and the rest would 
cover advertising and promotions.
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However, Mr. Huckins 
did offer the committee 
some excellent advice: 
let Hockenbury System, 
Inc. of  Harrisburg, Pa. 
conduct a “hotel sur-
vey.” They would do it 
for free and then discuss 
their findings regard-
ing community need, 
support and return on 
investment.

In November of  1925, 
Mr. Franklin L. Camp-
bell of  Hockenbury 
System conducted his 
survey and made his re-
port to the chamber. He 
stated that “I have never 
seen a town where the 
possibilities for a new, 
modern hotel paying a 
satisfactory return on 
the investment were 
better than they are in 
Durant.”

Apparently, there 
were many factors to 
consider because the 
newspaper later re-
ported that the hotel 
committee had been 
“studying the local hotel 
situation from almost 
every possible angle” 
and a meeting of  inter-
ested citizens was not 
called until July of  1926. 
Several proposals were 
considered in “another 
effort” to secure the 
approximately $225,000 
needed for the construc-
tion.

In the end, it was a 
couple of  local men - 
Amos K. Bass and J. D. 
Abbott - who came to 
the rescue and invest-
ed in the project. Once 
work began on the 
Abbott-Bass building, 
crews actually worked 
at night to “complete 
it as soon as possible.” 
The target date for the 
60-room hotel on West 
Main Street was Jan-
uary 1, 1927. In No-
vember, Louis Lee and 
his wife arrived from 
Wichita Falls to manage 
the hotel. They were 
experienced in the hotel 
business and had oper-
ated them in Texas and 
California. They didn’t 
miss the target date by 
much:

February 8, 1927
Opening Dance at 

Hotel Durant Ballroom 
Tonight

Young folks are 
looking forward eagerly 
to the dance to be held 
in the Hotel Durant 
ballroom as one of  the 
features of  the new 
hotel. This is expected 

to be a very nice affair 
and a large number of  
dancers should take this 
opportunity of  helping 
open the new hotel. The 
music will be furnished 
by the Southern Melo-
dians. The Hotel Durant 
ballroom has a hard-
wood dance floor 120 
feet in length and 40 feet 
wide.

The ballroom was 
“just back of  the lobby” 
and Mr. Lee charged $1 
for gentlemen dancers. 
Ladies were admitted 
free. He was so pleased 
with the dance that it 
became a regular Friday 
night event and featured 
bands from several 
towns and colleges in 
the area.

Also opening that 
night was the Kimbri-
el Pharmacy, offering 
“drugs, magazines, to-
bacco, candy, and other 
supplies” in the lobby.

The hotel received 
many compliments 
on its “beauty and 
conveniences.” From 
the beginning, it had 
a reputation for good 
food and hospitality and 
hundreds of  meetings, 
conventions, confer-

ences, and events were 
held in the hotel during 
the 46 years it was in op-
eration. However, while 
consistently serving the 
community, the hotel 
couldn’t seem to keep 
the same person behind 
the counter for very 
long.

It’s difficult to accu-
rately follow the entire 
chronology, but as early 
as April of  1927, after a 
contract dispute and a 
quick lawsuit, Mr. and 
Mrs. Otto Sherry, from 
Oklahoma City, took 
over operation of  the 
hotel.

In 1932, Fred Lowry 
sold his interest and 
lease back to Mr. Abbott 
and Mr. Bass. Marie 
Morris managed it for 
them and Mr. Lowry 
stayed on as night man-
ager. Olin Wren, who 
began his career at the 
hotel as a bellboy when 
he was thirteen, bought 
the lease in January of  
1948. In November of  
1949 he sold it to A. H. 
Pettyjohn of  Wichita, 
Kansas. S. J. Bateman 
became the manager 
and was still there when 
the hotel closed in 1969. 

Of  course, the public 
benefited from each 
transfer as the hotel was 
redecorated, remodeled, 
and refurbished by each 
new manager.

May 27, 1969
“Announcement was 

made this morning by 
Kay Bass, his brother 
Clark, and sister Mary 
Jane McPheron that the 
landmark brick hotel 
will be sold at auction 
June 7, 1969.”

Business had been 
steadily declining, the 
hotel was a fire hazard 
“because of  elderly 
occupants smoking in 
bed,” and the rates had 
fallen to $1-$2.25 -“lower 
than when the hotel was 
in its heyday.”

So the hotel that had 
once been the dream of  
Durant finally closed its 
doors.

The Hotel Durant 
served our city for more 
than four decades be-
cause our ancestors had 
the vision and determi-
nation to make it a real-
ity. It’s exciting to see it 
take on a new role in the 
next phase of  downtown 
development.

IMAGINE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat
Shown is the Hotel Durant in the 300 block of West Main Street after the metal siding, which covered the front for years, was removed.

Shown is an open room with stairs leading downstairs in the Hotel Durant building.

Pink-colored toilet paper is shown next to a pink toilet at 
Hotel Durant.

This room at Hotel Durant contains a sink.

Shown is the Hotel Durant building just before workers began to remove the siding that 
covered the bricks for many years. Curt Walker, the owner of the building, announced that 
he would have the siding removed.

This was the first window that was uncovered on the old 
Hotel Durant building. The windows had been covered since 
at least 1972.

Hotel Durant opened in 1927 and closed in 1969. Shown is a 
hallway few have entered in many years.

This is 
the men’s 
bathroom 
complete 
with showers 
in Hotel 
Durant.

An 
electrical 

breaker 
box that 
has not 

been 
used in 

many 
years is 

shown at 
the Hotel 

Durant.
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Hemp Gummies 
Shown To Relieve 

Discomfort
Hemp Gummies offer users fast acting 
relief from joint and muscle discomfort 

that’s absolutely delicious; now available 
in the U.S. without a prescription

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION.
THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE.

Chris Laufstein
Associated Health Press

BOSTON — For millions 
battling daily discomfort, 
this news couldn’t be 
more exciting. 

A new relief extract 
found in hemp is available 
across the nation and can 
be purchased without a 
prescription.  

And the best part, it 
comes to users in the form 
of a tasty gummy bear.

So you can say goodbye 
to pills, needles, and 
creams! 

Hemp Gummies, 
contains pure concentrated 
doses of hemp extract, 
which can help relieve 
joint discomfort along 
with general muscle aches 
and soreness. 

It also calms, relaxes, 
and eases tension all over 
the body.  

Exciting new scientific 
research shows that hemp 
extract contains special 
relief molecules called 
cannabinoids which bind 
to receptor cites in the 
brain and body. When 
taken orally, hemp extract 
activates these receptors, 
and soothing comfort 
begins to take form. 

Available Across  
the Nation

Recent developments, 
like the US Farm Bill, 
allow Hemp Gummies to 
be sold in the U.S. without 
a prescription. And since 
it can’t get you high it’s 
flying off the shelves.

“Most people have 
no idea that pure hemp 
extract, like Hemp 
Gummies, can be 
purchased. And that’s 
because it contains no 
THC,” explains Dr. Joe 
Wezensky, who sits on the 
scientific board at Medici 
Quest. 

“Instead, it’s bursting 
with special relief 
compounds called 
cannabinoids. These 
cannabinoids target 
special receptor cites all 
over the body but are most 
prominent in the brain.”

“This system of canna-
binoids and the receptors 
that they bind to are called 
the Endocannabinoid Sys-
tem and science is just 
now unlocking its amaz-
ing medical potential”

“In fact, the initial re-
search has been so im-
pressive that hemp extract 
is now patented by the 
US Government (patent 
#6,630,507).”

“It’s also being used by 
athletes in the NFL, MMA 
among other physically 
demanding sports as a 
safe alternative.”

Clearing Up  
the Confusion  
Around Hemp

One of the biggest 
mistakes people make 
when talking about hemp 
extract is mixing it up 
with marijuana. 

Although the two fall 
under the same plant 
category, cannabis sativa, 
they have completely 
different effects on the 
body. 

Remarkably, hemp 
extract is available in 
the U.S. and can’t get 
you high (ever!). That’s 
because there is no THC 
in it, the chemical that 
makes you feel “buzzed”.

“Although you can’t 
get high from Hemp 

Gummies, you can start 
feeling the effective relief,” 
explains Wezensky.  

“Most people have very 
low cannabinoid levels, 
which is why they con-
stantly ache. Hemp Gum-
mies boosts cannabinoid 
levels extremely fast, 
helping relieve lingering 
joint discomfort ...mus-
cle tension...and gener-
al soreness. It also eases 
stress and elicits amazing 
relaxation without feel-
ing impaired.  And what 
most people really love is 
they’re delicious and so 
easy to take on the go.

How it Works

 Clinical studies show 
that cannabinoids and the 
receptors that they bind 
to are found all over your 
body. 

However, they are most 
concentrated in your 
brain. That’s why it has 
such a profound impact on 
how you feel, especially 
your level of comfort. 

These cannabinoids and 
their receptors work like 
“lock and key” and bind 
to each other triggering 
important biological 
processes. 

Keeps Your  
Body Balanced...

The incredible impact 
cannabinoids have on 
your health is directly 
related to the primary goal 
of your Endocannabinoid 
System, which is to 
maintain a balance in the 
body, a physiological state 
known as homeostasis.

Research shows that 
maintaining this balance 
is a key to vitality and 
healthy bodily function.

The cannabinoids 
found in Hemp Gummies, 
hemp extract, replenish 
your levels quickly, easing 
discomfort over the entire 
body. 

Plus, by keeping 
your body in balance 
(homeostasis), Hemp 
Gummies also helps to 
relieve stress and tension...
improve sleep... and even 
promote relaxation and 
calmness.  

Not Yet Sold 
 in Stores

Hemp extract 
that is derived from 
industrial hemp, like 
Hemp Gummies, is 
available nationwide. 
However, several 
major pharmaceutical 
companies are currently 
testing hemp extract in 
clinical settings, which 
means it may require a 
prescription in the future. 
It’s advised to get Hemp 
Gummies while you can.

Taking All the  
Risk Off Consumers

A large percentage 
of men and women 
using Hemp Gummies 
experience truly amazing 
results. That’s why it’s 
now being sold with a 
guarantee that goes way 
beyond the industry 
standard. 

 “We can only make 
this guarantee because 
we are 100% certain 
our customers will be 
satisfied,” says Wezensky. 
We want to take full 
risk off consumers. So 
in addition to offering 
substantial discounts for 
first time customers, we 
also make them a huge 
promise that ensures they 
don’t have to risk a cent.” 

Here’s how it works: 
Take Hemp Gummies 
exactly as directed and 
you must be thrilled with 
the results! Otherwise, 
simply return the empty 
bottles within 90 days. 
Then, the company will 
refund your money plus 
give you an extra $10 for 
having tried the product. 

Where To Find  
Hemp Gummies

This is the official 
nationwide release of 
Hemp Gummies hemp 
extract in Oklahoma. 
And so, the company is 
offering a special discount 
supply to anyone who 
calls within the next 48 
hours.

An Order Hotline has 
been set up for local 
readers to call. This gives 
everyone an equal chance 
to try Hemp Gummies 
hemp extract. 

Starting at 7.00AM 
today, the discount offer 
will be available for 48 
hours. All you have to 
do is call TOLL FREE at  
1-800-471-1743. The 
company will do the rest.

Important: Due to 
hemp extracts growing 
popularity and recent 
media exposure, phone 
lines are often busy. 
If you call and do not 
immediately get through, 
please be patient and call 
back.

Hemp Extract, like 
Hemp Gummies, may 

help users with...
• Aching joints
• Sore muscles
• Cramping
• Leg and foot 

discomfort
• Restlessness
• Stress
• Sleep problems

A GUMMY A DAY TO KEEP ALL YOUR ACHES AWAY: Hemp 
Gummies a 5 milligram dose of Hemp Extract that works all 
day to keep you comfortable.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

HACNO’s 
New Year Auction

The Housing Authority of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (HACNO) will 
be receiving sealed bids for an auction. All equipment, vehicles, office 
furniture and items sold as is no warranty implied or given. Items can be 
viewed at 209 Jim Monroe Rd. Hugo, Oklahoma between the hours of 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm Monday – Friday and items at 1508 South Ada St. 
Coalgate, Oklahoma must be made by appointment to view. 

Bids will be accepted until January 25th @ 3:30pm and opening will  
be January 28th @ 9:00am. Please email John Wolf at  
johnw@choctawhousing.com or call at 580-326-7521 ext. 6393 for 
information regarding this advertisement. At request, a digital auction 
catalog with the bid sheet will be provided via email.

All bid lots must be sealed and clearly marked on the bid sheet and  
physically mailed or deliver to:  The Housing Authority of the Choctaw 
Nation 209 Jim Monroe Rd. Hugo, Ok. 74743. 

Winners will be contacted and the winners will have until February 4th to 
pay and remove the winning items.

After February 4th, a storage fee of $25.00 per day, per item will be 
charged to the buyer for any items that have not been removed. 

BUYER MUST PROVIDE ANY STRETCH WRAP, TIE DOWNS, ROPE 
NEEDED TO SECURE ITEMS PURCHASED. HACNO WILL BE NOT 
ABLE TO HELP LOAD OR TRANSPORT ANY ITEMS.

The Seller DOES NOT provide transportation or loading services for  
buyers to remove their merchandise. Any and all methods of lifting, 
towing, and hauling, as well as all other methods or requirements for the 
removal and transport of the materials, equipment and/or vehicles, is the 
sole responsibility of the buyer. 

The ownership of any and all items not removed by February 18th will 
revert back to the Seller and they may re-sell or dispose of the property 
as they see fit.

Felonies filed
Hayley Jean Hornsby, 30, 

Durant, DUI.
Christina Michelle Chambers, 

39, Durant, possession of 
methamphetamine with 
intent to distribute.

Tommy Lee Garcia, 31, Ardmore, 
DUI.

Kevin Preston Meade, 31, 
Colbert, falsely personate 
another to create liability.

Nashoba Chito Williams, 30, Du-
rant, possession of cocaine 
with intent to distribute and 
possession of a firearm after 
former felony conviction.

Justin Wayne Brese, 33, Durant, 
assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon.

Candis Dawn Shay, 39, Mead, 
possession of metham-
phetamine with intent to 
distribute.

Jarine Dalan Martin, 18, Durant, 
possession of marijuana 
with intent to distribute and 
possession of a firearm in the 
commission of a felony. 

Felonies disposed
Jody Ann Polster, 35, Durant, 

second-degree burglary, no 
contest, 15-year sentence 
except first six years to be 
served.

Timothy Ray Carriger, 39, 
Durant, domestic assault and 
battery by strangulation, no 
contest, three-year suspend-
ed sentence.

Timothy Charles Armstrong, 50, 
Durant, knowingly concealing 
stolen property, pleaded no 
contest to reduced misde-
meanor charge, six-month 
suspended jail sentence.

Byron Cornelius Young Jr., 21, 
Durant, domestic assault and 
battery by strangulation, no 
contest, seven-year sentence; 
defendant filed application to 
withdraw plea.

Misdemeanor DUIs
Alex John Nuncio, 29, Houston, 

Texas.
Austin Michael Sumrall, 22, 

Bonham, Texas.
Hilario Orlando V. Sanchez Jr., 

20, Durant.
Natalie Marie Clarkson, 39, 

Durant.
Sara Beth Herndon, 36, Durant.
Joshua Blake Holland, 26, 

Denison, Texas.

Marriage licenses
Joshua Daniel Martin, 25, and 

Ashlee Lyn Garrison, 29.
Damian Ray Broyles, 19, and 

Peyton Leann Nichole Cobb, 
20.

Larry Don Manry Jr., 42, and 
Amy Michele Sinor, 52.

Dustin Clyde Davis, 35, and 
Omonike Olasunkanmi 
Oyeniran, 37.

Donald James Chambers, 82, 
and Maria Lidia Delagarza, 74.

Juan Francisco Avila Castillo, 41, 
and Lucila Gonzalez Yanez, 
40.

Divorces filed
Jeffery Monroe vs. Marisa 

Monroe.
Sabrina Ford vs. Ricky D. Ford.
Harold Dean Risner vs. Merline 

Risner.
Debra Ann Martinez vs. Mark 

Martinez.
Jackie Dewayne Buckner vs. 

Loretta Buckner.
Timothy Scott Osborn vs. Melis-

sa Gail Osborn.

Divorces granted
Matthew Todd Olsen vs. Brittany 

Olsen.
Charles C. Pearson vs. Ashley 

Dawn Pearson.
Roy McGehee vs. Easter 

McGehee.
Crystal M. Steadman vs. Thom-

as D. Steadman.
Sharon Marie Gifford vs. Jackie 

Lee Gifford.
Sadera L. Stallings vs. Dalton 

Paul Stallings.

Small claims filed
Billy Giles vs. Chasity Pendleton, 

eviction.
Tammy R. Meade vs. Courtney 

Rachell McDaniel, eviction.
Sunview Homes vs. Laranda 

Washington, eviction.
Debbie Noahubi and Rolan 

White vs. George Kanaiau 
Sarkissian, eviction.

Blackburn Real Estate vs. 
Natosha Freeman and Daniel 
Freeman, eviction.

Bell Finance vs. James C. Allen, 
money judgment.

Bell Finance vs. James M. Danc-
er, money judgment.

Bell Finance vs. Anthony Gentry 
Jenkins, money judgment.

Bell Finance vs. Michael Justice, 
money judgment.

Bell Finance vs. Reuben Jan 
Marris, money judgment.

Bell Finance vs. Sandra Nolt-
kamper, money judgment.

Bell Finance vs. Stephanie Dawn 
Wade, money judgment.

Bryan Keith Baker vs. Alejandra 
Letha Hernandez, eviction.

John W. Dowling vs. Trista M. 
Nunez, eviction.

Civils filed
Ally Financial vs. Rochieda L. 

Garcia and Bruce Garcia, 
breach agreement/contract.

First United Bank vs. Wesley J. 
Pruitt, foreclosure.

Americredit Financial Services 
vs. Adam K. Arnold and 
Stephanie Holt, indebted-
ness.

Absolute Resolutions Invest-
ments vs. Tony Lynn Marquis, 
indebtedness.

Portfolio Recovery Association 
vs. Anthony Winnett, indebt-
edness.

Capital One Bank vs. Megan 
Ridgway, indebtedness.

Jefferson Capital Systems vs. 
Michael Nail, indebtedness.

Jefferson Capital Systems vs. 
Jasper Burch, indebtedness.

Discover Bank vs. Brad North-
cott, breach agreement/
contract.

Credit Corp Solutions vs. William 
Perry, indebtedness.

Cavalry SPV I vs. Fallyn Nicole 
Weaver and Sherry A. Weaver, 
indebtedness.

Razor Capital vs. Terri Lynn 
Looney, indebtedness.

Capital One Bank vs. Grant 
Brown, indebtedness.

Capital One Bank vs. Tara A. 
Dorman, indebtedness.

Capital One Bank vs. Kimberly 
R. Miller, indebtedness.

Capital One Bank vs. Ronald 
Herrick, indebtedness.

Capital One Bank vs. Natalie A. 
Fields, indebtedness.

Capital One Bank vs. John N. 
Melton, indebtedness.

Crown Asset Management vs. 
Debora Raymann, indebted-
ness.

Midland Funding vs. David 
Thornburgh, indebtedness.

Barclays Bank Delaware vs. Jen-
nifer L. Miller, indebtedness.

Portfolio Recovery Association 
vs. Leland Pierce, indebted-
ness.

Portfolio Recovery Association 
vs. Jesse Pierce, indebted-
ness.

Jefferson Capital Systems vs. Al-
len Burrough, indebtedness.

Discover Bank vs. Ronnie West, 
breach agreement/contract.

Bank of America vs. Brandon 
Cannon McFadden, breach 
agreement/contract.

Bank of America vs. Catherine 
Annette Goodwin, breach 
agreement/contract.

Discover Bank vs. Shirley Ann 
McDonald, breach agree-
ment/contract.

Civils disposed
Durant H.M.A. vs. Mayla 

Crawford and Max Crawford, 
indebtedness, judgment for 
plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Teri McGahey 
and Elisha McGahey, indebt-
edness, judgment for plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Brandi 
Maness, indebtedness, 
judgment for plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Jeremy Harlin, 
indebtedness, judgment for 
plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Jeff Savoy, 
indebtedness, judgment for 
plaintiff.

Capital One Bank vs. Theresa 
Y. Houston, indebtedness, 
judgment for plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Sheila 
Harrington, indebtedness, 
judgment for plaintiff.

Cavalry SPV I vs. Jesse K. Todd, 
indebtedness, judgment for 
plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Jose Juarez, 
indebtedness, judgment for 
plaintiff.

Discover Bank vs. Daniel B. 
Vandevier, indebtedness, 
judgment for plaintiff.

Discover Bank vs. Zachary Rod-
dy, indebtedness, judgment 
for plaintiff.

Discover Bank vs. Leland Pierce, 
indebtedness, judgment for 
plaintiff.

Discover Bank vs. Ronnie Lee 
Meade, indebtedness, judg-
ment for plaintiff.

Deutsche Bank National 
Trust vs. Terry Morgan and 
Charlotte Yvonne Morgan, 
foreclosure, dismissed.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Alejandra 
Marsh, indebtedness, judg-
ment for plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Winifred Aban-
da, indebtedness, judgment 
for plaintiff.

LTD Texoma Truck Center, 
Michael Hamilton and Myrna 
Hamilton vs. Landmark Bank, 
Singleton Associates and 
American Flood Research, 
money judgment, dismissed.

Public records from Bryan 
County Court Clerk’s computer

COURT RECORDS
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The stars 
did not 
shine on 
SE hoops
The stars did not align favorably 

Tuesday afternoon as South-
eastern basketballers dropped 

a pair of  Great American Confer-
ence games to Henderson State in 
Bloomer Sullivan Arena.

Tuesday is not a good day and 
noon is not a good time for basket-

ball, especially with 
school out.

Coach Darin Gro-
ver’s young ladies 
fell behind, battled 
furiously and came 
within a final shot 
before dropping a 
94-92 decision to 
the Lady Reddies. 
Southeastern is now 
5-4 overall and 3-2 in 

GAC competition.
The ladies had four in double fig-

ures with Katie Webb and Kamryn 
Cantwell each scoring 24 points. 
Webb turned in a double-double 
with 15 rebounds and Cantwell was 
7 of  11 from the floor and 10 of  11 at 
the charity stripe. Katie Branam hit 
16 points and Briley Moon added 12.

Southeastern’s women are 
scoring 81.9 points per game and 
allowing only 65.6 ppg.

Webb is the leading scorer with 
20.9 points per game and the leading 
rebounder with 8.7 rpg. She also 
leads the team with 28 assists and 
seven blocked shots.

Cantwell averages 13 points and 
4.9 boards. Moon scores 10.2 ppg and 
tops the team with 22 steals.

Coach Kelly Green’s men went 
cold in the second half  and top 
scorer Kevin Buckingham managed 
only four points in 16 minutes after 
drawing four fouls in the first six 
minutes of  the game. The 80-65 loss 
to the Reddies leaves SE men at 7-2 
overall and 3-2 in conference play.

Jett Jobe paced the Storm with 
17 points. Kellen Manek and Todd 
Dawkins each knocked in a dozen.

Storm men are averaging 82 
points per game and giving up only 
67.6 ppg.

Buckingham is the top scorer at 
17.3 points and the top rebounder 
with 9.8 rpg. He is tied for the lead 
with nine steals and leads with five 
blocked shots.

Manek averages 14.4 points and 
5.4 boards. He also has nine steals. 
Jobe is scoring 13.8 points a game 
and is second with 47 assists. Adam 
Dworsky adds 10 points a game with 
3.2 rebounds and has dished out a 
team-high 53 assists.

Storm men will play an exhibition 
game at the University of  Texas-San 
Antonio at 3 p.m. Saturday, Decem-
ber 29.

Southeastern will tip off  the 
2019 portion of  the schedule when 
Arkansas Tech comes to town for a 
5:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 3, 
twinbill.

Harding is scheduled to be here 
at 1 p.m. Saturday, January 5, for 
another GAC doubledip.

THE LATEST GAC women’s bas-
ketball standings show Southwest-
ern (9-1) alone at the top at 4-0.

Henderson State (8-2) second at 
4-1. Harding (7-2) is third at 3-1.

Southeastern (5-4) is alone in 
fourth place at 3-2. East Central (6-

HAROLD
HARMON

Feedback

Hands over hearts

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

The Durant Lady Lions Basketball Team is shown with hands over hearts during the singing of The Star Spangled Banner before the start 
of a game last Saturday. The Lions and Lady Lions have their next games on Jan. 8 in Durant when they will be playing Ardmore

Mining a little Christmastime 
faith, thanks to a blue norther

Editor’s Note: Durant Dai-
ly Democrat outdoors writer 
Lynn Burkhead continues 
his yearly tradition today of  
penning a fictitious outdoors 
story as a Christmas gift to 
readers. 

As the sun crept over 
the eastern horizon, 
all was calm and all 

was bright, a good thing 
for a treasured Christmas 
carol perhaps, but not for a 
mid-December duck hunt at 
the bottom end of the Cen-

tral Flyway.
As the 

whirring 
noise of  
the Mojo 
spinning 
wing decoys 
made their 
soft swish-
ing sounds 
out in the 

middle of  the spread, the 
morning had been a dud so 
far, at least as father and son 
pre-holiday hunts go.

But the day’s bag limit 
wasn’t the topic weighing 
heavily on the mind of Jake 
Thomas or his son Sam, 
down from Oklahoma City 
to spend time at the family’s 
southern Oklahoma ranch 
for Christmas Day festivities 
and a little hunting too.

“You scared, Dad?” que-
ried Sam, asking a pointed 
question he hadn’t had the 
courage to ask until this 
morning’s sit in the Avian-X 
A-Frame blind brushed in 
only an hour earlier at the 
edge of  the five-acre tank 
they were guarding, a water 
body that sat only a half-mile 
from the Red River.

“Me? Scared? Nah,” said 
Jake, a graying grandfather 
who had relocated with his 
wife Kathleen to the 750-acre 
family spread a few years 
after his retirement from a 
publishing firm in Dallas. A 
few cattle on the ranch, some 
surprisingly big deer, a fair 

number of  Rio Grande gob-
blers, and even a few coveys 
of  bobwhite quail kept the 
older Thomas busy as time 
slipped by.

Scott, a high school 
football coach and offensive 
coordinator up in the City, 
bit his lip and let the silence 
permeate their surround-
ings, broken up only by the 
sudden wheezing sounds of  
an inbound mallard drake 
seeking a little company.

A few soft licks on the 
duck calls draped around 
the two men’s necks, one an 
American walnut Yentzen 
Classic that Jake had carried 
for years, the other a newer 
Yentzen One2 call that Scott 
used, apparently sounded 
the siren song for the green-
head.

A moment after the shot 
from Jake’s worn over-and-
under, the drake lay belly 
up in the spread, giving one 

final kick of  his red legs as 
Charlie the Yellow Lab swam 
dutifully out into the muddy 
water to make the day’s first 
retrieve.

“Thanks for letting me 
take the shot,” said Jake. “If  
my guess is right, that bird 
got separated from another 
flock pushing south in front 
of  the blue norther that’s 
supposed to hit later on this 
morning. Wouldn’t know it 
now though - bright skies, no 
wind, and shirt-sleeve hunt-
ing weather. Not exactly a 
good recipe for a duck hunt.”

“Nope, it sure isn’t,” 
agreed Scott. “But like 
you’ve always taught me, 
you can’t see the show 
unless you buy a front row 
ticket. That’s one thing I’ve 
always loved about you dad, 
your faith and optimism.”

As Charlie climbed back 
into the blind and shook off  
a gallon of  muddy pond wa-

ter, Scott reached over and 
accepted the duck. He had 
to admit - silently, of  course 
- that one mallard drake 
looked awfully lonely on a 
big leather duck strap.

“Well, who knows, maybe 
we’ll get a few more,” said 
the 30-something son.

“Sure hope so,” said the 
60-something father. “I’m 
eager to try out that Trae-
ger grill/smoker thing you 
kids got me and mom for 
Christmas. Whoever heard 
of  smoking meat with wood 
pellets?”

“You’ll have to trust me 
on that,” grinned Scott. “It 
will change the way you 
barbecue for sure. In fact, I 
asked mom to pick up a good 
brisket and some ribs when 
she, Ellie, and the kids go 
into town later today.”

For awhile, there was little 

Photo by Lynn Burkhead
Sometimes, a December blue norther can bring more than a shift in the wind, dropping temperatures, 
and new ducks in the air.

Oklahoma State 
player heading  
to Nebraska as 
grad transfer

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Defensive 
tackle Darrion Daniels will finish his 
college career at Nebraska after earn-
ing his degree from Oklahoma State.

Nebraska made the announcement 
Friday.

Daniels will have one season of eli-
gibility with the Huskers. His brother, 
Damien, is a sophomore on Nebras-
ka’s defensive line.

An injury limited Darrion Daniels 
to four games for Oklahoma State in 
2018 and allowed him to use his red-
shirt season. He recorded seven tack-
les and a sack.

As a junior in 2017, he started 10 
games and had 26 tackles and five 
tackles for loss. As a sophomore, he 
had 15 tackles in 13 games. He was 
named Oklahoma State’s most out-
standing defensive newcomer as a 
true freshman in 2015, when he had 16 
tackles in 13 games.

Shiffrin takes GS in Courchevel, 
4th straight World Cup win

COURCHEVEL, France 
(AP) — Mikaela Shiffrin ap-
pears unstoppable.

The American skier won 
a giant slalom on Friday 
for her fourth successive 
World Cup win. Shiffrin sat 
out the races in Val Garde-
na to rest up for a big block 
of  technical events, her spe-
cialty.

With her 49th career vic-
tory, a third straight sea-
son-long overall title ap-
pears inevitable.

Shiffrin became the 
youngest female skier to 
reach 49 World Cup wins, 
and she could reach the 
half-century mark in Sat-
urday’s slalom. She is un-
defeated in her trademark 
event since finishing a sur-
prising fourth at the Pyeo-
ngchang Olympics.

“Today was a great way 
to start this weekend … but 
I didn’t get a lot of  slalom 
training (the past few days), 
so I’m just going to move 
my feet quick and see what 
happens,” Shiffrin said 
with a laugh.

If  she wins today she will 
match the all-time record, 
held by Austria’s Marlies 
Schild, of  35 World Cup sla-
lom victories.

She won a giant slalom 
as well as a parallel slalom 
last year in Courchevel.

“I like it in France. And, 
it’s starting to feel … more 
familiar for me,” Shiffrin 
said with a giggle, alluding 
to her relationship with 
French giant slalom spe-
cialist Mathieu Faivre.

Shiffrin, the reigning 
Olympic GS champion, has 

won six out of  her 10 races 
this season to soar ahead in 
the standings as she looks 
to emulate compatriot 
Lindsey Vonn’s feat of  win-
ning three successive over-
all World Cup titles.

Shiffrin has more than 
double the points of  her 
nearest rival. Ragnhild 
Mowinckel of  Norway is 
second in the overall stand-
ings with 367 points, com-
pared to Shiffrin’s 789.

Nicole Schmidhofer of  
Austria is third, with 359 
points.

Under heavy snow on Fri-
day, Shiffrin had a fantastic 
second run to finish in a 
combined time of  1 minute, 
49.81 seconds and beat first-
run leader Viktoria Rebens-
burg of  Germany by 0.14 
seconds.

Shiffrin trailed Rebens-
burg by 0.08 after the first 
run but was more aggres-
sive on the second, which 
was moved down because 
of  weather. She let out a 
yell of  celebration after she 
crossed the line and saw 
her time.

France’s Tessa Worley 
recovered from injury to 
take third place, 0.33 behind 
Shiffrin.

The top eight finishers 
were separated by just 0.93 
seconds.

“It was a big fight and I 
knew it was going to be re-
ally tricky,” Shiffrin said. “I 
was fighting, fighting, fight-
ing, and it worked. Just a 
little bit, 14 hundredths 
is not a lot and Vicky had 
some mistakes so I’m a bit 
lucky maybe.”

LYNN
BURKHEAD

Outdoors

SEE OUTDOORS, PAGE 12

SEE HARMON, PAGE 12
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3), Arkansas Tech (5-4), 
Ouachita Baptist (4-6) 
and Arkansas-Monticel-
lo (3-5) are knotted at 2-2.

Oklahoma Baptist 
(4-5), Northwestern (4-7) 
and Southern Nazarene 
(2-8) and tied at 1-3 and 
Southern Arkansas (1-7) 
is last at 0-4.

THE LATEST GAC 
men’s basketball 

standings show South-
ern Nazarene (10-2), 
Southern Arkansas (8-2), 
Arkansas-Monticello 
(7-3), Harding (5-4) and 
Oklahoma Baptist (4-5) 
tied for first place at 3-1.

Southeastern (7-2) and 
Henderson State (8-3) 
are each 3-2. East Cen-
tral (5-4), is 2-2. Ouachita 
Baptist (4-4) and North-
western (2-7) are 1-3 
with Southwestern (2-7) 
and Arkansas Tech (2-8) 
knotted at 0-4.

OUTDOORS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

sound to disrupt the still 
December morning. In 
fact, only the high clouds 
streaming overhead 
gave any evidence of  an 
impending change.

“The weather guys say 
this is a pretty potent 
blue norther,” said 
Sam, trying to break the 
silence again. “Said it’ll 
be one of  those classic 
fronts, sunny one minute, 
cloudy the next, and a 
stiff  northerly wind that 
causes the temperature 
to drop like a rock.”

“Maybe,” smiled Jake 
with a shrug. “But aren’t 
those the same guys who 
thought it was going to 
snow a foot up in the City 
a couple of  weeks ago? As 
I recall, there were a few 
flurries, but not much 
more. But yeah, it sounds 
like a good old fashioned 
front for sure.”

As the conversation 

in the blind returned 
to nothing, there was 
suddenly a whisper of  
wings in the air above as 
Charlie tensed, whined, 
and shot his canine eyes 
skyward.

“Dad, pintails!,” Scott 
hissed, reaching for his 
Rascal whistle call.

“I see them son, give 
that thing a few peeps 
and let’s see what might 
happen.”

With that, Scott made 
the whistling noise 
peculiar to pintails, the 
five birds - three hens 
and two bull sprig drakes 
- ignored their usual cau-
tion, turned at the end 
of  the small lake, cupped 
their wings, and rocked 
steadily all the way to 
Scott’s cry of  “Take ‘em 
Dad!”

As Charlie returned 
with the last of  the two 
drakes the father-and-son 
duo had dropped, the sky 
was suddenly alive with 
duck traffic as whistling 
wings whispered their 

age old song on a wind 
that was shifting - and 
building - from the north.

For the next hour, as 
the front pushed through 
and dropped tempera-
tures into the mid-30s, 
there was steady action 
as flocks of  greenheads, 
gadwalls, and a few 
wigeon gave the decoy 
spread a closer look.

Shot by shot, the two 
men built their way to-
wards a limit, something 
that didn’t seem possible 
when the morning began. 
But when a big mallard 
drake fell into the white 
capping water, the two 
men were only one bird 
shy of  limiting out.

As they sat there and 
hoped for one final bird, 
Jake broke the silence 
and whispered, “Yeah 
son, I’m scared.”

For a few moments, 
neither father or son said 
another word. But finally, 
Scott cleared his throat, 
and uttered some words 
that he had been ponder-

ing since the diagnosis 
and treatment options 
were discussed a number 
of  days ago.

“I know dad, I’m scared 
too. But they said they 
caught it early, that the 
treatment options have a 
great chance of  working, 
and that you’re strong 
and healthy. You’re going 
to beat this, I know you 
will.”

“Maybe,” said Jake, his 
eyes moistening. “But 
what if…what if  I don’t? 
I’m not ready to leave 
your mom, you, Ellie, and 
the grandkids behind. 
But I guess that’s not my 
choice to make, now is it? 
I guess my faith isn’t ter-
ribly strong right now.”

“I know dad, I know,” 
Scott said back in a 
hoarse whisper. “Our 
family has been through 
a lot in recent years. Your 
heart surgery, mom’s 
cancer, now yours, Uncle 
George passing away 
from the stroke. But 
can I tell you something 

I learned in our small 
group study a few weeks 
ago?”

“Sure son.”
“Craig Groeschel, our 

pastor and the man that 
wrote the book I told you 
about, Hope in the Dark, 
he posted something 
on Instagram the other 
day that said ‘Peace isn’t 
found in the absence of  a 
storm. Peace is found in 
the presence of  God.

“And isn’t that what 
Christmastime is all 
about, God coming near? 
Don’t let go of  your faith, 
dad, don’t let go of  God. 
He’s not going to let go of  
you or of  us as this storm 
blows.”

A moment later, a 
sudden shrill honk cut 
through the gathering 
blow and the two hunters 
looked up to see a goose 
- an eagle headed blue 
goose at that - setting 
his wings, stretching his 
feet, and reaching for the 
decoys.

On Jake’s shot, the 
big color-phase snow 
goose slumped, crashed 
into the water, and lay in 
stillness as Charlie swam 
out, retrieved the sizable 
waterfowl, and brought it 
back in.

As Jake took the goose, 
a flash of  silver lit up the 
blind.

“Scott, would you look 
at that,” said Jake with a 
grin. “It’s a banded goose! 
A couple of  days before 
Christmas.”

Then an even bigger 
surprise happened.

“Well I’ll be, son - it’s 
actually got a Jack Miner 
band on its leg,” said 
Jake.

Scott had heard stories 
about Miner bands be-
fore, the shiny aluminum 
ovals put forth from the 
Jack Miner Foundation 
in Kingsville, Ontario. 
What makes these bands 
unique is the fact that 
ever since the practice 
began nearly a century 
ago, they have carried a 
Bible verse intended to 
encourage hunters who 
might recover them.

“Dad, what verse does 
it have on it? queried 
Scott.

Choking back tears, 
Jake answered quietly: 
“Have faith in God, Mark 
11:22.”

As moisture slid down 
both men’s cheeks, nei-
ther said a word for quite 
some time.

Then Jake broke the 
silence.

“Well, the birds have 
stopped flying,” he said. 
“That’s a shame, we were 
only one bird away from 
a two-man limit. Come on 
son, let’s pick the decoys 
up and get the Christmas 
festivities started. It’s 
high time I quit feeling 
sorry for myself, embrace 
this challenge, and do 
exactly what that verse 
says - have faith in God.”

“Sounds good to me 
dad,” said Scott with a 
faint smile. “But if  you 
don’t mind, let’s stick 
it out just a little while 
longer. Because you just 
never know what might 
happen.”

Lynn Burkhead is Senior Writer 
for Outdoor Channel, World 
Fishing Network and Sports-
man Channel and resides in 
Denison, Texas. His column 
appears weekly. 
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POLICE LOG
A cross section of calls to the 

Bryan County Communica-
tions Center

Dec. 19
7:59 a.m. suspicious activity 

Oak St., Cartwright
10:13 attempted burglary 1700 

block of Lahoma Circle
10:45 dumping 1000 block of 

Grant
11:12 burglary 6300 block of 

Leavenworth Trail
12:36 p.m. vandalism 1000 

block of Radio
4:30 dumping 1000 block of 

Arkansas
5:43 larceny 600 block of W. 

Main
6:19 auto burglary 1100 block 

of Hill
7:03 domestic incident 1100 

block of Hill
8:36 suspicious activity 1900 

block of W. Evergreen
8:43 domestic incident Second 

and Locust
8:48 shots 1200 block of W. 

Main
9:08 auto burglary 1000 block 

of W. Mulberry
9:36 disturbance 200 block of 

E. Sophia Loop
11:37 unwanted guest 1400 

block of W. Elm

Dec. 20
3:45 a.m. disturbance 200 

block of Main, Hendrix
8:45 vandalism 600 block of 

Hoyt
9:52 theft 3800 block of Bryan 

Rd.
10:20 theft 100 block of Grassy 

Lake
11:38 unwanted guest 4300 

block of Choctaw
12:28 p.m. theft 700 block of 

N. Seventh
12:33 larceny 800 block of N. 

First
12:42 threat 1100 block of 

Waco
1:09 theft 1000 block of Radio
1:11 fight 3600 block of W. 

Main
3:48 fire Leavenworth Trail and 

Platter
4:29 theft 500 block of Kelly, 

Bokchito
6:02 burglary 100 block of 

Heil, Bokchito
6:14 vandalism 3500 block of 

Dana
6:42 threat 800 block of 

Sunshine
10:35 stolen vehicle 2200 

block of S. Ninth
11:02 disturbance 500 block of 

Martin Luther King, Colbert
11:12 harassment 2300 block 

of W. Main

From the Durant Police Depart-
ment.
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