
OKLAHOMA CITY 
(AP) — A rebounding 
economy and a boom in 
the state’s oil patch is 
leading to record reve-
nue collections in Okla-
homa, but the state’s 
newly elected governor 
cautioned lawmakers 
and agency leaders on 
Wednesday that a $612 
million surplus is “not a 
blank check.”

Gov.-elect Kevin Stitt 
made the comments af-
ter the state’s Board of  
Equalization certified 
a record $8.2 billion in 
revenue available for 
lawmakers to spend on 
next year’s budget. That 
represents an increase of  
about $612 million over 

the current year’s spend-
ing levels.

“Our economy is start-
ing to take off, unemploy-
ment is low, and it’s a re-
ally exciting time,” the 
Republican businessman 
said. “But I also want to 
warn the legislators and 
agency heads that this is 
not a blank check. This is 
not something that you 
can just come in and say: 
‘Hey, how can we fund 
our different pet proj-
ects?’”

The state’s improv-
ing financial condition 
is a welcome relief  after 
years of  budget cuts that 
led teachers across the 
state to walk off  the job 
in the spring to demand 
more funding for pub-
lic schools. Stitt, along 
with Republicans and 

Democrats in the Leg-
islature, have said addi-
tional funding for public 
schools is a priority next 
year.

Stitt will use the $8.2 
billion figure certified on 
Wednesday to build his 
executive budget that he 
will present to the Legis-
lature in February. The 
Board of  Equalization 
will meet again in Feb-
ruary to certify the final 
amount that lawmakers 
will get to spend.

Budget requests from 
just a few of the state’s 
largest state agencies 
already far exceed the 
$612 million in addition-
al revenue. The state’s 
prison system, for exam-
ple, is seeking more than 
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And through your 
offspring all nations on 

earth will be blessed, 
because you have 

obeyed me.
Genesis 22:18

Leaking 
like a 
sieve
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com

Editor’s Note: This is the first in 
a series of  stories on Durant’s infra-
structure needs based on a report pre-
sented to the Durant City Council last 
summer by Brandon Wall of  Wall 
Engineering.

Last July Brandon Wall, of  Wall 
Engineering in Durant presented a 
report to the Durant City council on 
the city’s most pressing infrastruc-
ture needs.

Wall examined each system, pri-
oritizing long and short-term issues 
facing each and the estimated cost 

of  repairs.
Next month 

the Durant City 
Council will 
appoint a citi-
zen’s task force 
to study infra-
structure. Ac-
cording to City 
Manager Tim 
Rundel, the task 
force’s mandate 
includes inves-
tigating fund-

ing options to pay for recommended 
projects. Rundel said this would be 
an opportunity for residents, includ-
ing the council’s critics, to realize 
the magnitude of  the city’s infra-
structure needs.

Wall’s report came in the wake of  
a contentious bond election in which 
city leaders tried to convince voters 
to approve $20 million in bonds for 
street and drainage repairs. Voters 
strongly rejected the proposal.

One of  the costlier items on Wall’s 
list is Durant’s water distribution 
system. While he lauds the city’s 
system as one of  the best run and 
managed water systems in the state, 
Wall said it is plagued with leaks 
and accountability issues. Wall said 
the city loses about half  of  the water 
it sends into the system.

The losses are due mainly to 
leaks, but inaccurate meters also ac-
count for some of the shortfall. Wall 
said city crews have been addressing 
problems such as silted valves, inac-
curate meters and leaks when they 
find them, but there is still much to 
do.

“City staff  has fixed a tremendous 
number of  leaks,” Wall said.

In addition to water loss, the sys-
tem’s most immediate needs are 
inadequate fire flow in some areas, 
obsolete water meters, and water 

“City staff 
has fixed a 
tremendous 
number of 
leaks”

Brandon Wall
Wall Engineering in 

Durant

School lets out for Christmas break

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Tuesday was the last day of school for the Christmas break. Shown are students at Northwest Heights Elementary School at the end of the 
school day.

Northwest 
Heights 
physical 

education 
assistant 

Edie Powell is 
shown with 
students as 

they climb 
aboard a 

school bus to 
go home for 

Christmas 
break.

Melissa Phelps, middle, who works in the enrich-
ment program at Northwest Heights Elementary 
School, dressed up as a Christmas tree for the 
last day of classes before the Christmas break. 
Also shown is principal Valerie Crabree, left, and 
counselor Lisa Jestis.

Passenger killed in truck crash
STAFF REPORT

One person was killed 
and another seriously 
injured during a crash 
Tuesday morning involv-
ing three semi trucks at 
the Highway 69/75 and 
Choctaw Road intersec-
tion.

The crash happened 
just before 4 a.m. at the 
southbound lanes in 
heavy fog. According to 
Durant Police, the driver 
of  one of  the trucks did 
not stop in time for traffic 
stopped at the stoplight 
and his truck hit the back 
of  two other semi trucks.

Authorities said the 

passenger in this truck, a 
female, died at the scene 
and the male driver was 
later flown to a Texas hos-
pital where he was listed 
in critical condition.

When Durant fire-
fighters arrived at 4:06, 
they used emergency ex-
traction tools to remove 
the victims, according to a 
DFD report.

Firefighters stayed on 
scene to help with clean 
up until 5:29 that morn-
ing and other workers 
remained there until the 
debris was removed.

The southbound lanes 
Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

A passenger in this truck was killed and the driver seriously injured early 
Tuesday morning when the semi struck two other semi trucks stopped for the 
traffic light on Highway 69/75 and Choctaw Road.

Budget surplus to trigger 
scramble for spending in state
BY SEAN MURPHY
Associated Press 

Voter registration 
spike follows state 
Election Board deal

OKLAHOMA CITY 
(AP) — The number of  
people registering to vote 
at Oklahoma’s public ser-
vice agencies has spiked 
in recent years, and vot-
ing rights advocates are 
crediting a settlement 
with the state Election 
Board.

The Oklahoman re-
ports that the 2015 settle-
ment was reached after 
state and national orga-
nizations threatened to 
sue unless the board did 
more to help register po-
tential voters at public 
offices, as required under 
federal law. Those offices 
included the Department 
of  Human Services, the 
Department of  Health 

and the Oklahoma Health 
Care Authority.

Since then, the aver-
age number of  monthly 
voter registrations from 
the agencies has tripled, 
from less than 500 per 
month to almost 1,500 per 
month, according to state 
election data.

Voter registration 
forms are now offered 
with public assistance ap-
plications, and a worker 
at each agency is respon-
sible for coordinating reg-
istration resources.

Paul Ziriax, who leads 
the Oklahoma State Elec-
tion Board, said coopera-
tion from state agencies 
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Deane McClure, lov-
ing mother and grand-
mother, passed away 
Wednesday December 
19, 2018 in Durant, Okla-
homa at the age of  89. 
“Deane” as she was af-
fectionately called spent 
most of  her life in Bryan 
County Oklahoma. 
Deane was born to Rob-
ert McDonald Earnest 
and Lizzie May Pickens 
on June 25, 1929. Robert 
died shortly before her 
birth and she was raised 
by her mother and LA 
Eddins.

Deane held many posi-
tions as a farmer’s wife, 
from loving wife to the 
hard-working field hand 
that she was. She loved 
the land and she loved 
the Lord for letting her 
use her hands in the 
soil. It was like therapy 
to her. She was a strong 
community minded indi-
vidual. Her love for the 
Cobb and Brown Com-
munity was ever-pres-
ent in her decades of  
service. She also was 
a loved and respected 
member of  the Brown 
Baptist Church. Perhaps 
most importantly, she 
guided her entire family 
to worship and love God. 
She was and still is the 
backbone of  the family. 
We thank God for her, 
and she will be missed, 
always.

Deane is survived by 
her daughter, Cynthia 
Jane Dills and husband 
Gary of  Cobb, Oklaho-
ma. Sons: Robert “Bob” 
McClure and wife Car-
rie of  Cobb, Oklahoma, 
and Tim D. McClure and 
wife Sheila of  Hendrix, 
Oklahoma. Son-in-law, 
Bruce McLaughlin of  
Cobb, Oklahoma. Grand-
daughters: Janine Dills, 
Kendra Sullivan, Lind-
say Hall and husband 
John. Grandsons: Drew 
McClure and wife Nico-
letta, Paul McLaughlin 
and wife Amanda, Ma-
son McClure and wife 
Kaci, Joe McClure, Lu-
cas McClure, and Elijah 
McClure. Great-grand-
children: Mackenzie, 
Trever, Katelynn, 
Karson, Jake, Grant, 
and Owen. Sister-in-
laws: Mildred Eddins of  
Durant, Oklahoma, and 
Sue McClure of  Lub-
bock, Texas. Brother-
in-law, Charles Watson 
of  Ardmore, Oklahoma. 
Also, Numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

Deane is preceded 
in death by her par-
ents: Robert McDonald 
Earnest, Lizzie May 
Pickens and LA Eddins. 
Husband, Joe Kenneth 
McClure, son, Joe “Ken-
ny” McClure, daughter, 
RebaDeane McLaughlin, 
brother, Gomer Eddins, 
and sister, Beulah Wat-
son.

Family hour for Deane 
McClure will be Friday, 
December 21, 2018 at 
7-8PM at Holmes~Cof-
fey~Murray Funeral 
Home in Durant, Okla-
homa. Service will be 
on Saturday, December 
22, 2018 at 10:00AM at 
Brown Baptist Church 
in Brown, Oklahoma 
with Bro. Dale Ballard 
officiating. Interment 
will follow at Highland 
Cemetery with grand-
sons and granddaugh-
ters serving as pallbear-
ers.
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Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS  

FOR SALE OR LEASE

FOR LEASE
900 SF office space located inside building at 200 W. Beech, Durant.

HOME FOR SALE
3BR, 2.5 Bath home at 
2196 N. 49th St.,  
sits on 2 lots, $298,500.

2738 N ROBERTA RD
55 acres, great homesite, $270K

7-PLUS ACRES ON HIGHWAY 70
Near the Walmart shopping area

DEANE MCCLURE 

OBITUARIES

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat
Northwest Heights Elementary School principal Valerie Crabtree, right, is shown with 
students as they enter a school bus to go home for the Christmas break. School resumes 
Jan. 3.

Northwest 
Heights 

students exit 
the building 

after the last 
day of class 

for 2018.

tower maintenance. Ac-
cording to Wall’s report, 
meeting the minimum fire 
flow requirements of  1,000 
gallons per minute for res-
idential fire protection and 
1,500 gpm for commercial 
areas is the most pressing 
need.

In 2014, his firm did a 
comprehensive hydrau-
lic analysis of  the system. 
The report showed many 
areas in the city in which 
the system failed to pro-
vide adequate flow for 
fire protection. City crews 
have been working on the 
system, but as of  last July, 
Wall estimated the cost to 
meet the minimum stan-
dards for fire flow through-
out the system would still 
come to almost $4 million.

The next pressing issue 
mentioned by Wall was 
system leaks. He said the 
2014 survey turned up evi-
dence of  leaks throughout 
the system. Not surpris-
ingly, Wall said the big-
gest challenge comes from 
the fact that most of  the 
system is underground. 

Workers use electronic 
listening devices to locate 
leaks.

The devices are placed 
on valves or at junctions 
in the line and pick up the 
distinct vibration of  water 
escaping from a break in 
the pipe. The sound helps 
the crews determine the 
location and size of  the 
leaks which they then un-
cover and repair. Wall said 
he has received the devices 
and city crews will begin 
working to locate and re-
pair leaks very soon.

Wall said the next most 
likely cause of  the water 
loss is inaccurate meters. 
Soon after Wall’s initial 
report to the council, a 
representative of  a compa-
ny that sells computerized 
water meters made a pre-
sentation to the council. 
His company would do a 
citywide audit of  water 
and electrical usage, then 
provide a report to the city.

If  the city agreed to pur-
chase the company’s me-
ters, the audit would have 
been included in the con-
tract price. If  the city de-
cided not to purchase the 
system, it would pay the 
company around $80,000 

and keep the audit report. 
The council declined the 
offer citing the fact that 
it could get audit services 
from the state for free.

However, Wall said the 
city is looking into buying 
computerized meters at 
a much lower price than 
was offered in conjunction 
with the audit. In addition 
to being more accurate, 
the computerized system 
provides real-time infor-
mation for customers and 
city staff  in addition to ac-
curate historical data for 
each account.

Wall said fixing the 
leaks and updating the 
metering system will, in 
the long term, cost the city 
little if  anything. He point-
ed out that the system is 
currently losing half  of  its 
inventory. This is lost rev-
enue.

Repairing the leaks and 
upgrading the system to 
better account for the wa-
ter translates into revenue 
recovered.

“The (water meter) proj-
ect pays for itself,” Wall 
said.

Wall’s recommenda-
tions also include cleaning 
and painting the city’s wa-

ter tower and renovating 
an intake station that has 
fallen into disrepair.

The city draws its wa-
ter from the Blue River 
through an intake at a fa-
cility on Highway 48. The 
city can also draw water 
from Lake Durant which 
was built specifically to 
provide an emergency wa-
ter supply for the city.

At the Highway 48 lo-
cation, there is an intake 
that has not been used in 
several years. Wall said 
all the intake needs is 
some cleaning and repair 
to valves and other equip-
ment. This would provide 
a backup intake for the 
city and would be a step 
toward what he says is the 
inevitable expansion of  
the system.

Wall said that all the city 
services will need to be ex-
panded at some point as 
the city grows.

When it comes to the 
water system, Wall breaks 
the projects down in this 
way. The most immediate 
projects, which he said 
must be done within the 
next two years are phase 
one of  a water loss study. 
This would cost about 

$50,000. Also, improve-
ments to bring the entire 
system up to required fire 
flow standards, which 
would cost approximately 
$3.9 million.

Within the next seven 
years, Wall recommends 
a water treatment plant 
upgrade costing approxi-
mately $2.7 million. Part 
of  this, the installation of  
fluoridation equipment, 
is already budgeted and 
underway. He also rec-
ommended additional fire 
protection improvements, 
at $6.2 million, updating 
water meters at $1.9 mil-
lion and phase 2 of  the wa-
ter loss study for $50,000.

Within the next 7 to 15 
years, Wall recommended 
an additional $6 million 
worth of  fire protection 
improvements.

Finally, he told the 
council that within the 
next 30 to 50 years, the en-
tire system would need to 
be expanded, depending 
on how fast the city grows. 
Ultimately, according to 
Wall’s report, the water 
distribution system needs 
a little more than $18 mil-
lion worth of  work to get it 
up to standard.

LEAKING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

were immediately closed 
after the crash and were 
open again as of  6 p.m. 
that evening, according 
to Durant/Bryan Coun-
ty Emergency Manage-

ment.
The Durant Police De-

partment investigated 
the crash and the Okla-
homa Highway Patrol 
assisted. Authorities 
said the low visibility 
because of  the fog was 
believed to be a factor in 
the crash.

CRASH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

$1 billion, mostly for 
the construction of  
new prison beds. The 
Department of  Educa-
tion wants $440 million 
in new revenue, while 
the state’s colleges and 
universities are seeking 
a $100 million boost in 
funding.

The chairmen of  the 
appropriations commit-
tees in the House and 
Senate also are striking 
a cautious tone, not-
ing the state has some 
big-ticket funding items 
for the upcoming fiscal 
year, including more 
than $100 million for 
graduate medical school 
programs at the Univer-

sity of  Oklahoma and 
Oklahoma State Univer-
sity.

One thing Republican 
leaders are not talking 
about is tax cuts. Both 
Stitt and Sen. Roger 
Thompson, chairman of  
the powerful Senate Ap-
propriations Commit-
tee, said tax cuts are not 
a priority for them this 
year. Although bills al-
ready have been filed to 
roll back a tax increase 
on motor vehicle sales, 
Thompson, R-Okemah, 
said he’s not interested.

“Right now we need 
the revenue we have to 
pay the bills we need to 
pay, and so it is my in-
tention if  they come to 
my committee, not to 
hear them,” Thompson 
said.

made the settlement pos-
sible.

“I am proud of the 
increases we have seen 
in voter registration in 
Oklahoma, and we thank 
the county election 
boards, the state’s public 
assistance agencies and 
other voter registration 
agencies for their efforts 
in helping us to fulfill the 
mandates” of  the Na-
tional Voter Registration 
Act.

Brenda Wright is a 
senior adviser for legal 
strategies at Demos, a 
national public policy 
organization that helped 
lead the settlement. She 
also praised the increase 
in voter registration.

“By implementing a 
comprehensive plan for 
voter registration ser-
vices at these agencies 
across the state, Oklaho-
ma has exemplified the 
NVRA’s principle and 
promise: States must do 
their part to bring all 
Americans into our de-
mocracy,” Wright said.

VOTER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BUDGET
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1School’s out
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NOTICE OF PERSONS APPEARING 

TO BE OWNERS OF ABANDONED PROPERTY

LOOKING FOR LOST TREASURE? 

Common types of unclaimed property include:

Cash | Royalties | Life Insurance Proceeds 
 Rebates | Paychecks | Stocks and Bonds

BRYAN COUNTY

State law requires that before any information may be 
obtained concerning reported unclaimed property, there must be a valid 
proven interest in property. To allow the Unclaimed Property Division to 
process your inquiry, please send a black and white copy of your driver’s 
license, Social Security Card and provide the following information.

Name of listed owner:  ________________________________________
 (Exactly as it appears in this publication)

SSN/FEI No. of Listed Owner: ___________________________________
 (Not required, but failure to do so might delay claim processing.)

Your relationship to listed owner:  ________________________________
 (i.e., self, spouse, divorced, heir – son, daughter, grandson, etc.)

If listed owner is deceased, please check here: __________

Your name:  ________________________________________________
 (Attach a Black and White copy of your driver’s license)

SSN/FEI No.  ________________________________________________
 (SS Not Required, but failure to do so might delay claim processing.)

Current Address:  ____________________________________________
 (If filing for a business give current business address.)

City: __________________________  State: ______  ZIP: ____________

Day time phone number: ________   _____________________________
 (Area Code)

E-Mail:  ____________________________________________________

____________        __________________________________________
 (Date) (Your Signature)

Our only goal is to reunite property with its true and lawful owner. Upon review of your 
claim, the Unclaimed Property Division may ask for additional documentation.  
To save processing time, please attach to your claim copies of any documentation that 
verifies your relationship to the listed owner.

The names and addresses contained in this notice are as they were reported by the holder. 
Information concerning the names and last-known addresses of the property holders may be 
obtained by any person possessing an interest in the property by submitting an online claim or 
addressing an inquiry to the Unclaimed Property Division. The property is in the custody of the 
State Treasurer and all claims must be directed to the Unclaimed Property Division.

Unclaimed Property Division, Oklahoma State Treasurer
State Capitol, 2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 217

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 | (405) 521-4273

This is only the latest list of names, so be sure to search

for friends and family at OKTREASURE.COM
For any questions, feel free to give us a call at 405-521-4273

OUR SERVICE IS ALWAYS FREE

DurantDemocrat

3 MONTH $25.10

6 MONTH $48.20

1 YEAR $92.40

Bryan County’s home-

less population will soon be 

getting some desperately 

needed resources, thanks 

to the efforts of  local indi-

viduals and churches.

Two homeless shel-

ters are in the works, one 

planned for Durant and 

another already under 

construction in Calera. 

This will signifi cantly in-

crease the level of  aid for 

local homeless families.

Groups in Durant al-

ready provide on-the-spot 

resources for homeless in-

dividuals and families, in-

cluding basic necessities, 

food bags and vouchers 

for short-term motel stays 

in some situations. But 

the one thing these people 

need most – medium to 

long-term housing – has 

been elusive until now.

“We desperately need 

a homeless shelter,” said 

Pamela Mitchell Robinson, 

director of  Bryan County 

United Way. “We’ve had 

a homeless problem for a 

long time. We don’t have 

resources for them, or ser-

vices for transitional liv-

ing.”
One group is currently 

building a 24-bed shelter 

in Calera under the name 

Compassion Outreach 

Center. Photos of  work on 

the structure have been 

circulating online recently, 

and Pastor David Ervin of  

Glory Bound Pentecostal 

Church in Calera said do-

nations are being accepted 

for clothing, hygiene items 

and furniture.

“We’ve been raising our 

own money and paying for 

it as we go,” he said of  the 

proposed shelter, which is 

being erected in his spare 

time. Ervin is a full-time 

registered nurse at Al-

lianceHealth in Durant. 

“It’s going to take every-

one doing their part. If  we 

work together, we can ac-

complish a lot.”

His inspiration came 

from helping a woman 

out of  homelessness a few 

years ago. She went on to 

become a nurse herself. “I 

know you can’t help every-
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Groups plan homeless shelters for county

BY ZACH MAXWELL

zach@durantdemocrat.com

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat

Items found at a possible homeless camp near the Durant 

library include clothing, chairs, books and this pair of shoes.

“The beginning of 

wisdom is this: Get 

wisdom. Though it 

cost all you have, get 

understanding.”
 - Proverbs 4:7

Easter eggs dropped by helicopter

Eggs are dropped Saturday from a helicopter piloted by Walter Prentice with Prentice Aviation Inc. during the Fusion Bible Easter Egg 

Drop on a fi eld at the Durant High School. Fifteen-thousand eggs were dropped from the helicopter in two separate drops for diff erent age 

groups of children. Fusion Bible is building a church at 1097 Gerlach Drive across from the high school.

People are shown reacting as the helicopter fl ies in to drop its eggs at the 

Durant High School. Fusion Bible estimated that 4,000 people attended 

and organizers said it was a great event. As the helicopter approached, the 

crowd chanted, “Drop those eggs.”

The race for the eggs begins at the Fusion Bible Easter Egg 

Drop. See photos of other Easter egg hunts on page 3.

Residents 
object to 
proposed 
opening of 
section line
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Bryan County Commissioners 

tabled action on opening a section 

line at Folsom and Wilson roads to 

construct a road for property that is 

landlocked.

Commissioners Ron Boyer, Tony 

Simmons and Jay Perry met Monday 

morning in the Bryan County Court-

house Annex.

Property owner Dr. Kinion Whit-

tington has requested that a section 

line be opened so a road can be built 

to his property.

Several residents who live in the 

area spoke out against it.

Jerry Carter expressed concerns 

that a sand pit will be put on the site 

and that trucks are already damaging 

the roads.
Deborah Lawrence, who has lived 

on property near there for 54 years, 

said the proposed road would go 

through her front yard and be three 

feet from her porch.

“Cars would be running up and 

down the side of  my house,” Law-

rence said. “I think it would be re-

ally dangerous to the people who live 

there.”

Woman injured 

after swerving 

vehicle to 
avoid animal
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

A Durant woman was seriously 

injured after swerving her vehicle to 

miss an animal in the roadway, the 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol said.

Sixty-two-year-old Dianne Houston 

was fl own to Plano Medical Center, 

Plano, Texas, after the 6:28 p.m. Fri-

day accident on Old Highway 70 2.1 

miles east of  Durant.

She was listed in critical condition 

at the time of the OHP report.

OHP said she was driving a pickup 

westbound when she swerved to the 

right to miss an animal in the road-

way. Her pickup struck a fence post, a 

tree and then rolled 3/4 time.

Houston was pinned approximately 

20 minutes before being freed by Du-

rant fi refi ghters, according to the re-

port. She was wearing a seat belt.

Trooper Kyle Ince, assisted by 

Trooper B.J. Keeling, investigated the 

accident. The Bryan County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce and Bryan County EMS also 

responded.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

SEE SHELTERS, PAGE 8

Durant Schools were closed 

Monday to allow educators to 

visit the teacher rally at the 

State Capitol while many who 

stayed in town held signs at in-

tersections to show support.

From approximately 7 a.m. 

until 6 p.m. Monday, teachers, 

support staff, parents and stu-

dents stood at the Washington 

Avenue and University Boule-

vard intersection. Others had 

also been set up on West Main 

Street.
Some of the signs were en-

couraging motorists to honk if  

they love and support teachers. 

Many horns were honked as 

traffi c went through the inter-

section.

Gina Pilgreen, a one-on-one 

teacher aide, said about 20 peo-

ple were participating in the 

show of support in rotating sup-

port.
“A group went to the capitol 

and for those who could not go, 

we chose to show our support 

this way,” Pilgreen said.

Organizers said it was not 

BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Locals stand at intersections 

to show support for teachers

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Durant Schools were closed Monday to allow educators to travel to the 

State Capitol to advocate for education funding. Teachers, support staff , 

parents and students held a show of support Monday at the Washington 

Avenue and University Boulevard intersection.

SEE OBJECT, PAGE 8

SEE TEACHERS, PAGE 8

A Southeastern Okla-homa State University (SE) adjunct English professor and poet has been named a fi nalist in The Oklahoma Center for the Book Awards.Ron Wallace has written eight books of  poetry and this is the fourth time he has been named a fi nalist. This time, it is for his new-est book, “Renegade and Other Poems.”
Wallace was born at the former Haynie Hospital in Durant in 1953 and his fa-ther was a Durant police offi cer.

A 1977 graduate of  SE, Wallace began teaching at Colbert High School in 1978, a position he held almost 30 years. He has taught at Southeastern since August 2008. Wallace says he was inspired by the late Den-nis and Billie Letts, and the late Howard Starks, all former English instructors 

at SE. Mrs. Letts was the author of  the best-selling novel, “Where the Heart is,” and Mr. Letts was an actor. Starks was an avid poet who published a book of his po-ems in the 1990s.
Wallace’s poems were fi rst published in 1976 in SE’s poetry magazine, In-sight.

He said he did not write again for publication for al-most 30 years.
In 2005, he started writing at an online site and won a publishing contract with 

If  you see a colorful bus painted up with smiling animals rolling up and down the Highway 70 cor-ridor, it’s likely delivering books to preschoolers in southeast Oklahoma.
This bookmobile is part of  the Early Steps to Lit-eracy program of Choctaw Nation Child Care As-sistance. Two Head Start instructors take turns driving the bookmobile to pre-K classrooms and day cares throughout Bryan, Choctaw and McCurtain counties.

“It’s crazy but it’s so fun,” said one of  those in-structors, Makenzie Mus-sett of  Fort Towson. “The kids know the bus, you can see them looking at it through the fence. They get so excited, it makes it all worth it.”
When the youngsters enter the bus, most make a beeline for the back where 

a giant teddy bear and pil-lows form a sort of  reading nook. Both walls of  the vehicle, a converted Head Start bus, have book racks stacked fi ve high and fi lled with children’s tales. There are no seats – except for the driver of  course.
At this point, we should point out that they don’t actually take the kids any-where on this particular book bus. No seats; that would be unsafe. They stay parked by the Head Start 

or day care, the kids come on, pick their books and fi le back out to get back to class.
It’s all part of  an early literacy support program to encourage the children to read more. Program Co-ordinator Rhonda Vaught said there is also a home visitation component to the program. When the Bookmobile is not making the rounds, her staff  visits 

Colbert ISD Superintendent Jarvis Dobbs was elated at the re-sults of  the April 3 vote for school bond issues. However, Rock Creek’s superintendent was likely disappointed.
Colbert voters approved a $465,000 bond issue for technology and security upgrades.
“I want to thank all the com-munity for supporting our school and our students,” Dobbs said.Eighty-eight percent of  voters approved the plan to fi nance the installation of  interactive boards in every classroom. The boards use touchscreen technology to 

allow teachers and students to in-teract with the curriculum rather than just read it. In addition, the bond issue will pay for single-entry locking systems at all the Colbert school buildings. Dobbs said this will enhance security by allowing school personnel to control who has access to school facilities.
According to the Oklahoma Election Board Website, 185 voters supported the bond issue while 25 voted against the measure for a total of  210 votes cast.

“Safety is pretty high on every-body’s list and everybody wants the newest technology,” he said.Dobbs expects the boards and security system to be in place 

when the new school year begins next August.
In the same election Rock Creek failed to get a $1.5 million bond issue for construction. Roughly 54 percent of  Rock Creek voters turned down the proposition with 46 percent approving. The Okla-homa Election Board reported 192 yes votes against 220 no votes for a total of  412 votes cast.

Rock Creek offi cials were hop-ing to build a new administra-tion and conference building and covered walkways to connect the new and existing buildings. Rock Creek Superintendent Preston Burns was not available for com-ment, according to Rock Creek staff.

Matthew Nahrstedt doesn’t believe Durant can be successful unless it has a comprehensive plan.
“Successful communi-ties don’t just happen,” said Nahrstedt, Durant’s new community development director and city planner.

Nahrstedt spoke to about 30 visitors at a town hall meeting in the Donald W. Reynolds Community Center & Library Tuesdaynight. In addition to askingquestions and expressingideas, visitors studied maps of  the city marked withpossible improvements. Nahrstedt pointed out thatDurant has seen signifi cantchanges since its last com-prehensive plan was writ-ten in 2002.
“This (comprehensive plan) needs to be updated every 5-7 years,” Nahrstedt said.

As new industries move into Bryan County, they place an increasing demand on Durant’s infrastructure. Everything from police and 

fi re to transportation to public health services are challenged. Without a plan, Nahrstedt said city leaders would be hard pressed to deal with the demand.
Durant City Council Member Oden Grube, who represents Ward 2, was at the meeting. She said she’s glad to see a plan. Grube said the city is outgrowing its infrastructure because of  industrial growth that doesn’t directly benefi t Durant. While recent busi-nesses have produced jobs, Grube said the company’s pay little in the way of local taxes.

“We need more retail businesses,” Grube said.
Charlie Bachmann is a long-time Durant resident who moved to the city in 1978. He left for several years then moved back af-ter he retired. He said he is glad to see the city is plan-ning for its future. Bach-mann said he hopes there will be an emphasis on zoning and building codes. Bachmann said the city 
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“He was despised and 
rejected by mankind, 
a man of suff ering, 

and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom 

people hide their faces 
he was despised, and 

we held him in low 
esteem.”

- Isaiah 53:3

Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”

New plans 
underway 
for Durant
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com

Michael Clements | Durant DemocratMatthew Nahrstedt, Community Development Director and City Planner for the city of Durant, talks with Johnny Shep-herd during a town hall meeting Tuesday night. Nahrstedt is working on a long-range comprehensive plan for the city which he hopes have completed within the next 10 months.

Colbert ISD bond wins 
big, Rock Creek dies
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com

SEE PLANS, PAGE 9

SEE BOOK, PAGE 9

SEE FINALIST, PAGE 9

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat
There were no serious injuries after this vehicle drove through a wrought iron fence and over a 12-foot wall Tuesday in the 

parking lot of Whataburger. Durant police on the scene said the driver went to the hospital with a possible minor injury, 

while a passenger in the vehicle was unharmed and could be seen talking to offi  cers at the scene near Radio Road.

Over the wall…

BY ZACH MAXWELL
zach@durantdemocrat.com

Choctaw Nation literacy program includes a mobile book nook

Zach Maxwell | Durant DemocratChildren from Miranda Matlock’s class at Choctaw Nation Head Start in Durant enjoy their books from the tribe’s bookmobile visit on Tuesday, April 3.

Local poet a fi nalist 
in book awards

BY MATT SWEARENGIN
matt@durantdemocrat.com

Ron Wallace is shown with his poetry book “Renegade and Other Poems.”

A boy was injured after 

being hit by a car Thurs-

day at Walmart.

The accident hap-

pened at approximately 

3:30 p.m. just outside the 

doors on the pharmacy 

side of  the building.

When Durant fi re-

fi ghters arrived, Bryan 

County EMS was on the 

scene, and there was a 

grandmother lying on the 

ground with her grand-

son in front of  a car, ac-

cording to a Durant Fire 

Department report.

OKLAHOMA CITY — 

The Oklahoma Senate ap-

proved two bills Friday 

designed to generate about 

$40 million more for public 

schools, but it was unclear 

whether that would be 

enough to placate thou-

sands of  teachers on a fi ve-

day strike seeking more 

money for education.

Republican Gov. Mary 

Fallin next will decide 

whether to sign the reve-

nue-raising plans into law.

Some of Oklahoma’s 

largest school districts 

have already canceled 

classes on Monday. Okla-

homa Education Asso-

ciation Executive Direc-

tor David Duvall says he 

doesn’t think the legisla-

tion does enough to keep 

teachers from walking out 

again next week.

“Our members know 

their needs, and they’re 

going to tell us when it’s 

enough,” Duvall said. “I 

anticipate that we’ll be 

back up here on Monday.”

Senate Floor Leader 

Greg Treat, a key negotia-

tor on the budget, said he 

had not met with educa-

tion union leaders and 

didn’t know what it would 

take to resolve the situa-

tion.
“I’m not the one who 

started the walkout, so I’m 

not the person to ask,” said 

Dig out those swim-

suits, Durant! We are ex-

actly seven weeks away 

from “Splash Day” at the 

Carl Albert Park pool.

City parks crew has se-

lected May 26 (a Saturday) 

as the offi cial opening 

day for the pool, which is 

currently under the fi rst 

phase of  a two-phase, 

$750,000 renovation. Pub-

lic Works Director Marty 

Cook said the contracted 

work is currently “at or 

ahead of  schedule.”

After a few swimming 

seasons of  wrangling 

with the Oklahoma De-

partment of  Health over 

safety and regulatory is-

sues, the city has gotten 

the fi rst $305,000 of  work 

underway. This portion 

of  the project covers ev-

erything from pool liner 

replacement to painting 

the big green mushroom 

in the baby pool.

A second phase, after 

this summer, will entail 

renovation of  the bath 

house and some upgrades 

to the fi ltration system. 

Early estimates place the 

cost of  this work around 

$450,000 because more 

structural building mate-

rial will go into the work.

For now, the real ac-

tion is in the pool. In re-

cent weeks, park visitors 

could see a pickup truck 

and other equipment 

down at the bottom of the 

(empty) pool. Some sand-

blasting of  the walls is go-

ing on, as contractors re-

place a plastic liner with 

The Durant Industrial 

Authority (DIA) will be 

without an executive di-

rector a little longer after 

the Durant City Council 

rejected a plan presented 

by City Manager Tim Run-

del.
Under the plan, the di-

rector would have been 

paid by the city and report 

to the city manager. At the 

same time, the director 

would have worked for the 

DIA and answered to its 

board of  directors for that 

work.
City staff  has been work-

ing on the plan since the 

former executive director, 

Tommy Kramer, retired 

last August. Under the new 

plan, the executive direc-

tor’s salary would be paid 

from proceeds of  a fran-

chise fee paid by OG&E 

for providing power at the 

CMC expansion. Rundel 

said this would give the 

city more control and ac-

countability because it 

would be paying for a spe-

cifi c item rather than just 

“overhead.”

“We would no longer be 

sending up to $800,000 per 

year to the DIA for ‘over-

head,’” said Rundel.

Councilmembers Destry 

Hawthorne, Chad Hitch-

cock and Oden Grube vot-

ed against the plan. Mayor 

Jerry Tomlinson and 

Councilman Mike Dills 

voted for it.

Hitchcock said he was 

concerned over the idea of  

the director answering to 

two bodies.
“What happens when 

the city and the (DIA) is at 

odds?” he asked.

Rundel said that ulti-

mately, the director would 

work for the city. Tomlin-
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White edges Blue in 

overtime at SE spring game
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Less waiting for emergency care (and a lot more care, if you need it).

*Medical professionals may include physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners. AllianceHealth Durant is owned in part by physicians.

In a medical emergency, every minute matters. So, at AllianceHealth Durant, you’ll find faster care  

in the emergency room. We work diligently to have you initially seen by a medical professional* in 

30 minutes – or less. And, with a team of dedicated medical specialists, we can provide a lot more 

care, if you need it.

The 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge – AllianceHealth Durant. MyAllianceHealth.com

“I have told you these 

things, so that in me 

you may have peace. 

In this world you will 

have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome 

the world.”

- John 16:33

UPCOMING 

EVENTS
April 7

Magnolia Farmers Mar-

ket starts this Saturday 

and every Saturday 

through October at 

Market Square in down-

town Durant. Hours 

are 8 a.m. to noon. For a 

vendor application, call 

(580) 924-1550.

April 12
On April 12 at 7 

p,.m., Book Talk meets 

at Donald W. Reynolds 

Community Center & 

Library, 1515 W. Main 

St. in Durant, to discuss 

“Traveling Mercies: 

Some Thoughts on 

Faith,” by national 

bestselling author Anne 

Lamott. Marion Hill, lo-

cal mystery writer, will 

lead discussion of  the 

book she describes as 

“thoughtful, sometimes 

touching, often hi-

larious.” Copies of  Book 

Talk selections are 

available for purchase 

at the library service 

desk. The public is 

welcome at the group’s 

discussions. The May 10 

meeting will not have a 

chosen book to discuss 

but will be the annual 

“sharing session,” when 

individual members 

recommend books 

they’ve read and liked. 

Book Talk will then 

take its summer break, 

resuming on September 

13.
Singing Church Women 

of Oklahoma will be in 

concert at 7 p.m. April 

12 at Bloomer Sullivan 

Arena, 130 Magnolia Av. 

in Durant.

April 15
The St. William Calf Fry 

will be Sunday, April 

15 in Haggard Hall at 

the Fairgrounds. Food 

will be served at noon 

and a live auction and 

silent auction will be 

had as well as activities 

for the children. Tickets 

can be purchased at the 

door. The live auction 

begins about 1:30 p.m. 

and there will be a $500 

ticket drawing following 

the auction. You must 

be present to win.

Sherman Andrus will 

be in concert at the 

Durant First Nazarene 

, 724 West Texas St. in 

Durant at the 10 a.m. 

service April 15. He 

sang with the “Andrus 

Blackwood Company.” 

The public is invited 

and the concert is free, 

but there will be a love 

offering.

Council rejects DIA director plan

Questions about ordinance raised

BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS

michael@durantdemocrat.com

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

Members of the First U.S. Artillery reenactors fi re off  “Aunt Jane” during the 27th Annual 

Rendezvous at Fort Washita, Thursday. Nick Wallace of Fort Towson is a member of the group 

and said he has been involved in historic reenactments since he was a boy. Wallace said that 

the cannon belongs to Fort Washita and is a crowd favorite when it is fi red. Wallace’s fellow 

reenactor, Garrett Mussett, said the group named the cannon Aunt Jane for a reason. “We 

named her Aunt Jane after a ghost that haunts the fort,” he said. The Rendezvous opened 

Wednesday and will be open today from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Members of Ms. Wigin-

ton’s second-grade class 

from Silo elementary en-

gaged in a spirited game 

of stickball during the 

27th Annual Rendezvous 

at Fort Washita Thursday 

afternoon. In addition 

to stickball, the children 

learned other traditional 

Native American games 

including marbles and 

chunky, a game in which 

the children threw sticks 

at a stone disc that is 

rolled across the ground. 

Having a blast

Pool work on 

track for ‘Splash 

Day’ opening
BY ZACH MAXWELL

zach@durantdemocrat.com

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat

Workers and heavy equipment are at the bottom of an 

empty pool at Carl Albert Park, getting the pool refur-

bished for the coming swim season.

Senate approves $40M for 

schools as strike goes on
BY SEAN MURPHY

Associated Press

Child hit by car 

at Walmart
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

SEE REJECTS, PAGE 2

SEE POOL, PAGE 2
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POLICE LOG
A cross section of calls to the 

Bryan County Communica-
tions Center

Dec. 17
2:18 a.m. larceny Love’s on Main
5:53 auto burglary 400 block of 

S. Third
9:06 stolen vehicle 300 block of 

N.E. Second
9:20 larceny 1200 block of W. 

Live Oak
9:59 fire Granny Teel Rd.
11:52 burglary 200 block of E. 

Cedar
12:06 p.m. burglary 400 block 

of Old Church Rd.
12:12 stolen vehicle 300 block 

of Creek Wood
12:45 fire 100 block of W. Lank-

ford, Bennington
1:19 fire west of Cardinal Glass
3:53 theft 3900 block of W. 

Arkansas
4:55 disturbance 1500 block of 

W. Main
6:22 fire Jones Power Sports
6:37 Denison and Third, Cart-

wright
8:26 public intoxication 3800 

block of W. University
8:49 prowler 300 block of S. 

Third
9:24 prowler 100 block of 

Wilson
10:46 disturbance 700 block of 

S. Second

Dec. 18
12:18 a.m. public intoxication 

Love’s on Main
12:24 suspicious activity 2500 

block of W. Main
1:22 assault 100 block of W. 

Valliant, Bennington
1:20 burglary Oak View Drive
4:49 threat Gantry Lane
8:10 burglary 2400 block of S. 

Franklin
8:20 public intoxication 3800 

block of University
10:07 fire 400 block of Sherrard, 

Colbert
1:31 p.m. unwanted guest 400 

block of S. 12th
2:21 fight 500 block of University 

Place
3:50 domestic incident 2300 

block of W. Main
4:49 theft 700 block of University 

Place
5:10 burglary 400 block of Sher-

rard, Colbert
5:18 harassment 100 block of S. 

Terry, Bokchito
5:25 larceny 3700 block of W. Main
6:22 public intoxication Billiards 

on Third and Main
9:48 domestic incident 600 block 

of Handy, Colbert
10:36 domestic incident 1300 

block of W. Texas

From the Durant Police Depart-
ment.

NWH holds fashion show

Photo provided | NWH

Northwest Heights Elementary School Fashion Show contestants revealed their latest Christmas wear Thursda morn-
ing in the all school assembly. The winner was Persephonie the Poinsettia Princess (Little). Second runner-ups were 
Holly (Davis) and Jolly (Hicks). First runner-up was Ellie the Elf (Harrison).

Hospital employee receives award
Forty-three hospital 

team members statewide 
received an Oklahoma 
Hospital Association 
(OHA) Spirit of  Passion 
and Dedication Award 
during the 2018 OHA An-
nual Convention, Dec. 6.

Sally Crites, CRT, Di-
rector of  Cardiopulmo-
nary Services at Alli-
anceHealth Durant was 
among winners.

The 43 front-line, be-
hind-the-scenes and ad-
ministrative employees 
received the award be-
cause they are committed 
to the true mission and 
purpose of  their hospital, 
provide compassionate 
care, and often go above 
and beyond with strong 
dedication and passion.

Award recipients were 
chosen by their hospi-

tals for exemplifying 
the Spirit of  Passion 
and Dedication because 
they: have a passion for 
helping others; are un-
wavering in their ded-
ication and resolve to 
provide excellent ser-

vice; go the extra mile to 
provide compassionate 
care to patients; remain 
steadfast in their efforts, 
even when faced with 
unexpected or unsettling 
challenges; or exhibit 
consistent dedication to 

the true mission of  the 
organization.

“We are pleased to hon-
or these special hospital 
employees who have ded-
icated time, talent or ex-
pertise to improve their 
organizations and their 

communities,” said Patti 
Davis, president, Okla-
homa Hospital Associa-
tion. “These are the type 
of  team members who 
continue to provide the 
very best care even when 
faced with adversity.”
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Dear Annie: I 
hope you will pub-
lish this, as the 
holiday season is 
upon us and peo-
ple will be rushing 
to the mall and the 
grocery to shop 
for Christmas gifts 
and supplies for 
festivities.

Please take some extra 
time and slow down -- 
and not just on the road. 
The store parking lot is 
not the place for Indy 500 
time trials. There is no 
reason for people to be 
zipping through park-
ing lots at 20, sometimes 
even 30, miles per hour. 

Also, please 
remember that 
some people do 
not drive pickup 
trucks or SUVs. 
When you see 
me slowly back-
ing my Toyota 
Corolla out 
from between 
vehicles, re-

member that until half  
of  my car is past those 
vehicles, I can’t see you. 
So please stop and let me 
pull out (and perhaps get 
yourself  a good space). 
Just keep in mind that 
if  you still feel the need 
to speed and hit my car, 
you will be spending an 

extra hour or so in the 
parking lot dealing with 
police and an accident 
report. You’ve got better 
things to do, and so do I. 
-- Take It Easy

Dear Take It Easy: 
Your car is not the 
only thing that these 
speed demons could hit. 
Pedestrians are espe-
cially at risk this time 
of  year. The National 
Safety Council reports 
that “tens of  thousands 
of  crashes occur in 
parking lots and garage 
structures annually, 
resulting in hundreds of  
deaths and thousands of  
injuries,” and “around 

the holidays, parking 
lots become even more 
dangerous.”

A scraped-up car is in-
convenient, but a lost life 
is irreversible. So let’s 
all please slow down this 
holiday season. Noth-
ing is so urgent that it’s 
worth sacrificing others’ 
safety for.

“Ask Me Anything: A Year of 
Advice From Dear Annie” is out 
now! Annie Lane’s debut book -- 
featuring favorite columns on love, 
friendship, family and etiquette 
-- is available as a paperback 
and e-book. Visit http://www.
creatorspublishing.com for more 
information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

MUTTS

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

HI AND LOIS

MARVIN

By Dean Young and John Marshall

By Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

By Patrick McDonnell

By Chris Browne

Written by Brian & Greg Walker; Drawn by Chance Brown

By Tom Armstrong

Today’s Answer

BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU By Dave Green
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Today’s Solution

THE FAMILY CIRCUS
By Bill and Jeff KeaneDENNIS THE MENACE

Hank Ketcham’s THE LOCKHORNS
By Bunny Hoest & John Reiner

ASK
ANNIE
Advice

Hey, man, slow down

CRYPTOQUOTE

CRYPTOQUOTE ANSWER: At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from 
another person. — Albert Schweitzer
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ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
HHHH You could be 
challenged to keep up the 
present pace. You might want 
to detach and look at the 
big picture. Relax while you 
can; by the end of the day, 
you might feel pulled in two 
different directions. Tonight: 
Hang with friends.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
HHH You generally get your 
way. In fact, part of your 
stubbornness might come 
from past experiences that 
involved successfully holding 

out in order to get more of 
what you wanted. Tonight: 
Use care with spending.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHHH You feel as though 
you’re in your element. If you 
keep going and don’t stop, 
fatigue could overcome you. 
You feel challenged and de-
lighted by others’ company. 
Tonight: Time to wish upon 
a star.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHH You sense the energy 
of a Full Moon. Your sign is 
ruled by the Moon. In the 
next few days, you could be 
even more sensitive than you 
normally are. Know that this, 
too, shall pass. Tonight: Have 
no expectations.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
HHHH You flourish in your 
private dream world, where 
you play out what could 
happen this holiday season. 
Necessity jolts you out of 
this reverie. Be grateful for 
these flights of fancy, as you 
once more return to reality. 
Tonight: Enjoy music and 
sweet-smelling candles.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
HHHH You seem practical 
and together. You know what 
to do, and when you should 
do it. The one exception 
might be a child’s tantrum 
or a loved one’s Scrooge-like 
attitude. Don’t allow this per-
son’s negativity to get to you. 
Tonight: A must appearance.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
HHHH Your sensitivity 
emerges when dealing with 
a partner. While you might’ve 
thought you had everything 
handled, you’ll discover oth-
erwise. If a fight erupts, step 
back. You do not want this 
scenario to mar your holiday. 
Tonight: Finally, all is well.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHHH You could get into be-
ing the one who is centered, 
as everyone around you is 
stressed. You Scorpios can 
be tough, but you also can be 
very caring. Maintain a posi-
tive attitude as you return 
calls, and maybe toss in an 
errand or two. Tonight: The 
only answer is “yes.”
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21)
HHH You seem determined 
to handle everything per-
fectly in the next few days. 
On another level, you feel 
inspired by a family mem-
ber. Together, you’ll create 
a dreamy holiday for you 
and your immediate circle. 
Tonight: Play it low-key, if 
possible.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)
HHHHH The kid in you 
emerges, which delights 
many people. Think positively 
about all the potential pro-
posals you could make. Your 
mind could still be on work. 
Let go, and reorient yourself. 
Tonight: Don’t forget to pull 
the shades down.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
HHHHH A child makes you 
laugh. Clearly, this person 
has a strong sense of mis-
chief that seems to emerge 
no matter what you do. Let 
someone know you com-
pletely. Share your friendship 
and the fact that you love to 
walk on the wild side. Tonight: 

Till the wee hours.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
HHH Today’s building Full 
Moon could make you very 
testy; however, you might 
not be aware of the extent 

of your mood. In fact, you 
might trigger a lot of upset 
without realizing it. The real 
you emerges from behind 
the mask. Tonight: Host a 
get-together.

HOROSCOPES

WORD SLEUTH ANSWERS:
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LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 
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TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
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ADVERTISERS, PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADS
Any errors must be reported to our office no later than noon the 
day following the first insertion. In no event does the Durant Dem-
ocrat assume liability in excess of the cost of the ads in error.

5 EASY WAYS TO PLACE  
YOUR AD WITH US

CALL: 580-634-2151    FAX: 580-924-0962
EMAIL: customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

STOP BY: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK
MAIL: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK 74701

WRITE YOUR AD HERE (approximately 20 letters per line)
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LEGAL NOTICES

Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/6/2018, 12/13/2018 & 
12/20/2018
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
DISTRICT COURT, BRYAN 
COUNTY, OKLAHOMA
CASE NO. CV-2018-94
THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
TO THE DEFENDANTS
William Charles, Lucy Charles, 
Eben Charles and Emily Col-
lins FB Choctaw Indian Roll 
No. 11875, one and the same 
person as Emily Collins now 
Baker, if living and, if dead, 
^C known and unknown heirs, 
executors, administrators, de-
visees, trustees and assigns, 
immediate and remote, and 
the known and unknown heirs, 
executors, administrators, de-
visees, trustees and assigns, 
immediate and remote of Say-
anis Willie, FB Choctaw Indi-
an, Roll No. 13481, one and 
the same person as Sayanis 
Charles, deceased:
You, and each of you, are 
hereby notified that Jeffrey 
Allen Penz and Paula Willette 
Pena have filed a Petition in 
the District Court of Bryan 
County, State of Oklahoma, 
Case No. CV-2018-94 against 
you, and each of you, et al, 
alleging that they are the fee 
simple owners of the
following described real prop-
erty situate in Bryan County, 
State of Oklahoma, to-wit:

Tract I: SE4 NW4 NW4 of 
Section 23 and the SE4 SE4 
SW4 of
Section 14, all in Township 5 
South, Range 10 East of the 
Indian Base and Meridian, 
Bryan County, State of Okla-
homa, according to the U.S. 
Government Plat and survey 
thereof;
Tract II: NE4 NW4 of Section 
23, Township 5 South, Range 
10 East of the Indian Base and 
Meridian, Bryan County, State 
of Oklahoma, according to the 
U.S. Government Plat and 
Survey thereof.
That said Defendants, and 
each of them named here-
in, claim some right, title, 
lien,estate, encumbrance, 
claim, assessment or interest 
in and to said real property 
involved herein adverse to 
that of said Plaintiffs, which 
constitutes a cloud upon the 
title of said Plaintiffs; and the 
said Defendants, and each 
of them, have no such right, 
title, lien, estate, encum-
brance, claim, assessment 
or interest, either in law or 
equity, in and to said property, 
as is set forth in the Petition 
filed herein, reference made 
thereto. That Sayanis Willie, 
FB Choctaw Indian, Roll No. 
13481, one and the same 
person as Sayanis Charles 
is deceased. That Plaintiffs 

are entitled to have judgment 
determining the names and 
individual identities of each 
and all persons who took, 
or were entitled to take, any 
interest in the estate of the 
above named deceased and 
to have a judicial determina-
tion that the respective sole 
and only heirs are as set forth 
in the Petition filed herein, 
reference made thereto. That 
the Defendants, and each of 
them, be adjudged to have no 
right, title, claim, estate or in-
terest in and to the real prop-
erty involved in this cause 
of action and that they, and 
each of them, be perpetually 
barred and enjoined from set-
ting up or asserting any right, 
title, claim, estate or interest 
in and to said property. That 
said Defendants, and each of 
them, must answer the Peti-
tion filed herein by Plaintiffs 
on or before the 18th day of 
January, 2019,or said Petition 
will be taken as true and cor-
rect and judgment rendered 
accordingly decreeing that 
the heirs of said deceased 
are as set forth in the Peti-
tion filed herein and that said 
Plaintiffs are the owners of 
the
property described in said Pe-
tition.
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND 
AND SEAL this 30th day of 

November, 2018.
/s/Donna Alexander
COURT CLERK OF BRYAN 
COUNTY
/s/ Susie Johnson
Deputy
TOM CRISWELL, III, OBA 
#2024
CRISWELL & CRISWELL, 
INC.
Attorney at Law
122 North Third Street
Durant, Oklahoma 74701
Tele. (580) 924-2119
Attorney for the Plaintiff
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/20/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY, STATE 
OF OKLAHOMA
No. PB-2018-46
In the Matter of the Estate of
DEWELL HERSCHEL HILL
Deceased.
ORDER FOR HEARING PE-
TITION FOR SALE OF REAL 
PROPERTY
It appearing to the satisfaction 
of the Court from the verified 
Petition of Brandy Wiggins, 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of Dewell Herschel 
Hill, Deceased, on file herein 
that it is necessary to sell the 
real property belonging to said 
estate, and described in said 
Petition for the reason that 
there are insufficient funds in 

the estate to pay expenses of 
administration.
Therefore, it is ordered by 
the court that all persons in-
terested in the Estate of the 
said Dewell Herschel Hill, 
Deceased, appear before 
the District Court of Bryan 
County, in the Courthouse 
at Durant, Oklahoma, on the 
7th day of January, 2019, at 
9:30 a.m. of said day, then 
and there to show cause, if 
any they have, why an Order, 
as prayed for in the Petition 
should not be granted to the 
said Personal Representa-
tive to sell said real property 
of said deceased, at public 
sale, for the reasons and 
purposes mentioned in said 
Petition, as she shall judge 
to be for the best interest of 
said estate and of all parties 
interested therein.
It is the further Order of the 
Court that a copy of this Order 
to show cause be published 
for one issue in some newspa-
per published in this County, 
the first publication of which 

notice shall not be less than 
ten days before the time fixed 
for said hearing.
Dated this 17 day of Decem-
ber, 2018.
/s/ Mark Campbell
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
P. L. PAT PHELPS OBA#7105
325 W. Evergreen Street
Durant, OK 74701
580-924-1166
Attorney for Petitioner
LPXLP

&
SUBMIT YOUR AD EARLY 
FOR MAXIMUM RESULT

Introducing Our 3 Day Package Deal
INCLUDES: 

• 10% Off Total Price.
• Publishes 3 Editions (Sat, Tues, 
Thur) in the Durant Democrat.

Submit your Ad today, 
call 634-2151 or email us at 

customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

**Price based on word count (16-word min., $15.12 min)

Durant Democrat now publishes on Tuesday, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.

CAPITAL AVAILABLE 
FOR BUSINESS,
COMMERCIAL  

& VENTURE CAPITAL.
$50,000 UP.

Call 580-509-5000  
or write

Jones and Jones  
Financial Service

348 W Maple Lane
Atoka, Ok 74525

ATOKA LIVESTOCK, LLC
FULLY BONDED AND INSURED  

FOR YOUR PROTECTION
PO Box 1103 • Atoka, Oklahoma 74525

SALE BARN: 580-889-3264 
FAX: 580-889-9772

auction: MONDAY NOON

December 17, 2018
SALES RESULTS FROM

WEIGHT RANGE #1 STEERS #1 HEIFERS
200 TO 300 117/50-182/50 160-170

300 TO 400 115-185 147-182/50

400 TO 500 112-180 120-162/50

500 TO 600 110-158 112-147

600 TO 700 105-141 111-137/50

PAIRS 850-1525
STOCKER COWS 800-1250
PACKER COWS 40¢-56¢
LOW DRESSING 20¢-39¢
PACKER BULLS 65¢-74¢
BULLS PER HD NONE
BABY CALVES NONE

NEXT SALE WILL BE JAN 7TH. HOPE  
EVERYONE HAS A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

& A HAPPY NEW YEAR

CATTLE: 685

ADVERTISING SALES 
PERSON WANTED
The Durant Democrat is looking  
to hire a sharp, energetic, and  

self-motivated sales person interested 
in selling newspaper advertising in the 

greater Durant market. Sales  
background is a plus but not  

necessary – we will train the right  
person. Position is mostly outside 
sales to local businesses, but will 

include some inside sales and clerical 
work. Account list is included, with 

incentives on expanding the list by up 
selling and cold calling. Good work 
environment for a great newspaper. 
Must be dependable and have your 
own transportation with insurance. 

Interested parties may contact 
sales manager Karen Brown at 
Karen@DurantDemocrat.com.

 Attention  RN’s 
Calera Manor Nursing Home 

is seeking caring, energetic 
Weekend RN Supervisor  

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 1061 N. Service 

Road in Calera 
Ask for Gwin Peteet, DON or  

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  CNA’S 
Calera Manor Nursing Home 
NOW OFFERING HIGHER WAGES 

is seeking caring, energetic 
CNA’S for 2pm -10 pm shift 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 1061 N. Service 

Road in Calera 
Ask for Gwin Peteet, DON or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern Pointe Living Center 
is accepting applications for  
 CNA’s for 1st and 2nd shifts 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 

in Colbert. Ask for 
Malorie Weger, Assistant Administrator or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEGAL NOTICES

DURANT DEMOCRAT • THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2018 PUZZLES/CLASSIFIEDS • 5



6 • CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2018 • DURANT DEMOCRAT
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classifieds
LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 

DEADLINES
TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
THURSDAY Noon WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY Noon FRIDAY

ADVERTISERS, PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADS
Any errors must be reported to our office no later than noon the 
day following the first insertion. In no event does the Durant Dem-
ocrat assume liability in excess of the cost of the ads in error.

5 EASY WAYS TO PLACE  
YOUR AD WITH US

CALL: 580-634-2151    FAX: 580-924-0962
EMAIL: customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

STOP BY: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK
MAIL: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK 74701

WRITE YOUR AD HERE (approximately 20 letters per line)

DurantDemocrat

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom, Country 
living in town. Total 

electric, all 
appliances, water, 

sewer, garbage, pest 
control included. 
Monthly $650 

49th Street

580-924-2822
60734091

Timber 
ridge 

ApArTmenTs

Ask about our 
1, 2 & 3 

Bedrooms!
551 Wilson St
580-924-1222

60
73

39
99

580-775-3623
580-924-9290

60716169

HELP WANTED

YARD SALES

801 E. Florida
Friday & Saturday 8:00
Golf Clubs, Blankets, Makeup, 
Shampoo, Jeans

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 LPN or RN for 2 pm – 10 pm 

Monday - Friday charge 
nurse on our memory unit 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 

in Colbert 
Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 

Administrator or 
Heather Mitchell, Administrator 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 LPN or RN for nightshift 

charge nurse on our 
memory unit 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 

in Colbert 
Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 

Administrator or 
Heather Mitchell, Administrator 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 LPN or RN for dayshift 

charge nurse Monday-Friday 
and a dayshift charge nurse 

for our memory unit 
Monday-Friday 
Come join our team! 

Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 
in Colbert 

Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 
Administrator or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 nurse for the position of  

Assistant Director of 
Nursing 

Come join our team! 
NOW OFFERING HIGHER WAGES 

Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 
in Colbert 

Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 
Administrator or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP WANTED 
Accounting/Quick 

Books/AP-AR/Office
Pay and benefits are 
commensurate with 

experience
DanWell Companies

580-920-5955
E-mail resume to 

mmanzo@danwellcompanies.com

Class-A CDL owner/
operator or driver 
with chance of 

becoming owner 
operator after 6 

months.  
Hauling dedicated stepdeck 

loads from Durant, OK to 
Oklahoma and surrounding 
states, mainly Texas (DFW) 
area. Requirements are 4 
years driving experience, 
a good driving record, 

dependable and honest.  

Must pass drug test. 

Call 361-319-0463.

LAND FOR SALE

GOT LAND?  Out hunters will Pay 
Top $$$ to hunt your land. Call for a 
FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-
309-1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.
com.

LEGAL SERVICES

SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
DISABILITY CLAIMS Saunders 
& Saunders Attorneys at Law. No 
Recovery - No Fee. 1-800-259-
8548 DRIS. 

WANT TO BUY

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 cyl-
inders or cases of cans. (312) 291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.com.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE! For 
more information or to place an ad 
contact (405) 499-0020 or tollfree in 
OK at 1-888-815-2672.

OCAN121618

OKLAHOMA CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING NETWORK
F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  C A L L  1 - 8 8 8 - 8 1 5 - 2 6 7 2

RUCKER FARM
PRODUCE

Buying - Sell  
Crack Pecans

3-Step Pecan 
Cracking .35¢/LB  
Large Paper Shell Pecans 

(NEW CROP)
Home Style Peanut Brittle, 
Salsa, Honey, Mixed Nuts 

123 N. Franklin
Downtown Colbert, OK

580-296-2323

NOW OPEN
FOR SEASON

 

 

Big Five Head Start 
Procurement Clerk Needed 

 
Must be 18 years old and have a high 
school diploma or GED.  Must have a 
minimum of five years of experience in 
office work with expertise to detail work.  
Prefer accounting and/or procurement 
experience.  Must have good computer 
skills.  Excellent communication skills 
required.  Responsible for overall 
management of procurement procedures 
for the Head Start Program. No Criminal 
record as verified by DHS.  Must have 
valid Oklahoma driver’s license, vehicle 
liability insurance and a good driving 
record.  Apply online at www.bigfive.org. 
Submit applications to Big Five 
Community Services, Inc. 1502 N. 1st 
Ave., Durant, OK 74701. EOE/AA 

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Calera Manor Nursing Home 

is seeking caring, energetic 
LPN or RN  

For weekend doubles 
position  

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 1061 N. Service 

Road in Calera 
Ask for Gwin Peteet, DON or  

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated Run Fill-In Driver 
Needed
Guaranteed Weekly Check 
From $700-$1200 per/wk
Required: No Felonies, Class 
A CDL, Clean Driving Record, 
2yrs Recent Driving experience 
Required
Call 9034958422

3 Bedroom 1 Bath Remodeled
$800/month $700/deposit
302 W. Elm
(580)513-1197

HOUSE FOR RENT

Published in the Durant Demo-
crat 12/13/2018 & 12/20/2018
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. PB-2014-3
In the Matter of the Estate of
James J. Gauthier, Deceased.
AMENDED NOTICE OF 
HEARING
SPECIAL ADMINISTRATOR’S 
FINAL ACCOUNT AND PETI-
TION FOR ORDER
ALLOWING FINAL AC-
COUNT, DISTRIBUTION, 
AND DISCHARGE
Notice is hereby given that 
D. David Haggerty, the duly 
Court-appointed and qualified 
Special Administrator of the 

Estate of James J. Gauthier, 
Deceased, has filed his Final 
Account of Special Adminis-
trator and Petition for Order Al-
lowing Final Account, Distribu-
tion, and Discharge. A hearing 
has been fixed by the Judge 
of the District Court for Jan-
uary 9, 2019, at 9:30 a.m., in 
the District Courtroom, Bryan 
County Courthouse, 402 West 
Evergreen Street, Durant, Bry-
an County, Oklahoma, and all 
persons interested in the Es-
tate are notified to appear and 
show cause, if any they have, 
why the Account should not 
be settled and allowed. This 
Amended Notice supersedes 
the previous Notice of Hearing 
Special Administrator’s Final 
Account and Petition for Order 
Allowing Final Account, Dis-
tribution, and Discharge filed 

herein on
December 5, 2018 which 
scheduled a hearing for Feb-
ruary 11, 2019 at 1:00 p.m., 
as said hearing was ordered 
stricken.
DATED this 11th day of De-
cember, 2018. 
/s/Mark Campbell
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
D. David Haggerty, OBA 
#21201
Attorney At Law
121 North Third A venue
Durant, Oklahoma 74701
(580) 924-0405 (telephone 
and facsimile)
Court-Appointed Special Ad-
ministrator
for the Estate of James J. 
Gauthier, Deceased.
LPXLP

DURANTDEMOCRAT.COM



Silo 43, Wewoka 41 (girls)
The Lady Rebels built 

a double-figure lead but 
had to withstand a furious 
second half  rally to pick up 
the victory.

Wewoka led 7-4 after one 
period before Silo exploded 
with a 17-5 edge in the sec-
ond frame spurred by six 
points from Mattie Busby. 
The Lady Rebels still were 
up 28-24 through three 
stanzas.

Busby topped a balanced 
offensive attack with 11 
points. Abbi Atkinson 
tossed in nine, Lexi Mc-
Donald scored eight, Gracie 
Lawless and Alaria Bell 
both notched six with Ran-
di McLarry adding three 
and Karlee Russell two.

Wewoka 72, Silo 62 (boys)
A 26-point second quarter 

proved to be the difference 
as the perennial power 
Tigers were able to with-
stand the Rebels down the 
stretch.

Silo was up 16-14 after 
the opening stanza before 
Wewoka grabbed a 40-28 

edge at intermission. The 
Rebels made a solid second 
half  surge outscoring the 
hosts 34-32 over the final 
two frames.

Senior Dylan Turner was 
the catalyst with 22 points 
for Silo while Jacob Law-
less and Leyton Manners 
each reached double figures 
with 18 and 17 points re-
spectively.

Achille 64, Mill Creek 46 
(girls)

The Lady Eagles raced 
to a 16-6 edge after the first 
stanza and steadily pulled 
away from there.

It was 37-21 at halftime 
and 56-34 through three 
frames.

They got huge scor-
ing production from the 
trio of  Rylee Stanglin (19 
points), Sommer Rater (17 
points) and Karah Manry 
(17 points) in the winning 
effort.

Jackie Todd finished with 
six and Tristin Hill scored 
five.

Mill Creek 62, Achille 38 
(boys)

Rough field goal shoot-
ing proved costly for the 

Achille Eagles as they con-
nected on just 27 percent in 
the loss.

The Eagles trailed 13-6 
after one stanza and just 
22-12 at the end of  the open-
ing half  before Mill Creek 
broke things wide open 
during a 27-9 third period 
run.

Josh Hamby pumped in 
all of  his nine points in the 
fourth frame to spur the 
offensive attack.

Trent Gibby, Cole Shull 
and Zediah Westbrook 
tossed in five points apiece, 
Zack Staton and Braden 
Prater both ended with four 
while Nathan Smith and 
Cy Burden chipped in three 
each.

Caddo 46, Stuart 43 
(girls)

The Lady Bruins rode 
a huge third quarter to 
a massive comeback to 
win the McAlester First 
National Bank tournament 
championship.

Coach Kolby Johnson’s 
squad fell behind 21-7 after 
one period and trailed 29-
19 at intermission before 
turning things completely 
around in the third.

Brittney Miller poured in 
nine of  her 16 points during 
a 21-point explosion as the 
Lady Bruins reeled off  a 
21-4 edge in the stanza to 
take control.

Karlee Robison notched 
a game-high 20 points 
and joined Miller on the 
All-Tournament team. 
Kynsey Dixon also reached 
double figures with 10.

Savanna 57, Caddo 48 
(boys)

Caddo held a 25-23 advan-
tage through two quarters 
but the Bruins couldn’t 
hold off  a furious Bulldog 
comeback in the second 
half  of  the First National 
Bank Classic third place 
game.

Savanna surged in front 
35-32 after three periods 
and pulled away from there.

K.W. Adair fueled the 
Bruin offensive charge with 
17 points. Hunter Hamill 
contributed eight, Kolten 
Neptune had seven and 
Braden Couch scored six. 
Chisolm Booth and Haven 
Nesbitt ended with three 
apiece while Michael Creel 
and Jacob Jenkins both 
notched two points.
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Final games of semester

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

A Tulsa Hale player goes up 
against Lion Daniel Long in a 

game Saturday evening in Du-
rant as shown in the top photo. 

In the bottom photo, head coach 
Aaron George is shown talking 

to Lady Lions during their game 
against Tulsa Hale. The Lions 

and Lady Lions won their games 
with Tulsa Hale in the last games 

of the fall semester. Games 
resume Jan. 8 when they play 

Ardmore at Durant.

SE drops fall finale to HSU
Katie Webb and Kam-

ryn Cantwell each 
turned in 24-point per-
formances and South-
eastern put together a 
late rally but was unable 
to get the final shot to fall 
in a 94-92 loss to Hender-
son State University on 
Tuesday afternoon in 
Bloomer Sullivan Arena.

The loss drops the Sav-
age Storm to 5-4 overall 
on the season and 3-2 in 
Great American Confer-
ence play heading into 
the Christmas Break.

Webb turned in a dou-
ble-double with 24 points 
and 15 rebounds, while 
Cantwell shot 7-of-11 

from the floor and 10-
of-11 at the free throw 
line to finish with her 24 
points.

Katie Branam followed 
with 16 points, while Bri-
ley Moon came off  the 
bench with 12.

Webb’s 15 rebounds 
led all defenders, while 
she also paced the team 
in assists with five with 
Cantwell and Moon add-
ing three each.

After trading buck-
ets early, a 7-0 HSU run 
would stake them to an 
11-4 lead.

The Storm bounced 
back and would regain 
the lead in the first quar-

ter on a pair of  Cantwell 
free throws at 20-19, 
but the Reddies would 
score eight of  the next 
11 points and the Storm 
trailed 27-23 at the first 
break.

SE struggled to make 
inroads in the second 
quarter until they closed 
the gap to 38-36 on a pair 
of  Moon free throws 
with 2:18 to go, but HSU 
would finish on a 12-3 
run to take a 50-39 lead at 
the break.

Down as many as 14 
points in the third quar-
ter, the Storm would 

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat
SE Women’s Basketball player Briley Moon 
is shown with a Henderson State player 
Tuesday during a game at Bloomer Sullivan 
Arena.

Cold shooting 
second half 
costs Storm

A rough shooting second half  
spelled trouble for Southeastern as 
the Savage Storm dropped its Great 
American Conference fall finale to 
Henderson State 80-65 on Tuesday 
afternoon in Bloomer Sullivan Are-
na.

The loss drops the Savage Storm 
to 7-2 overall on the season and 3-2 
in GAC play with its next action 
coming on Dec. 29 in an exhibition 
against Division I Texas-San Anto-
nio at 3 p.m. in San Antonio, Texas.

Southeastern shot 46.2 percent in 
the first half, including a 7-of-14 ef-
fort form behind the arc, but saw its 
second half  shooting dip to 26.9 per-
cent which included a 2-of-11 effort 
from long range.

Jett Jobe led the way on the score-
board with 17 points, while Kellen 
Manek chipped in 12 as did Todd 
Dawkins off  the bench.

Kayo Goncalves added eight points 
and Adam Dworsky seven, while 
Kevin Buckingham was limited to 
four points in 16 minutes of  playing 
time after picking up four fouls over 
his first six minutes of  playing time.

Dworsky finished the night with 
seven assists to lead all players in 
the category, while Jobe added five.

Goncalves led the Storm on the 
glass with seven rebounds, while SE 
was outrebounded 47-to-27.

HSU scored the first five points of  
the game and Southeastern found 

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Savage Storm player Adam Dworsky goes 
up against a Henderson State player 
during the game Tuesday at Bloomer 
Sullivan Arena.

Jett Jobe of the SE Men’s Basketball 
team dribbles the ball during the game 
Tuesday with Henderson State. This was 
the final home game of the year.

Atterberry 
resigns as SE 
head coach

Southeastern football coach Bo 
Atterberry has resigned his position 
as the Savage Storm head coach to 
accept the same position at Arkan-
sas Tech.

“I want to thank Bo and his family 
for their investment into Southeast-
ern, Southeastern Football and most 
importantly into our student-ath-
letes,” said Southeastern Director of  
Athletics Keith Baxter. “We wish he, 
April and Jax the very best as they 
move to the next chapter of  their 
lives. Our football program is on 
solid ground and we will begin the 
search for our next Head Coach im-
mediately.”

“I greatly appreciate the oppor-
tunity I’ve had to coach at South-
eastern,” said Atterberry. “I played 
here, this program has meant a lot to 
me, and I’m thankful for the chance 
I’ve had to lead it for the past five 
seasons. I especially want to thank 
Keith for believing in my ability to 
run this program, and to the entire 
Southeastern family for its support. 
April, Jax and I have thoroughly en-
joyed our time here in Durant, and 
this place will always be special to 
us. I would like to thank the commu-
nity and our fans for supporting me 
and my family in our time here.”

Atterberry became SE’s 19th head 
coach in December of  2013 and be-
ginning with the 2014 season post-
ed a 33-23 record over five seasons, 
including a 32-22 record in Great 
American Conference play.

COUNTY BASKETBALL ROUNDUP
BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat 

SEE DROPS, PAGE 8

SEE STORM, PAGE 8

SEE RESIGNS, PAGE 8
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This agent owned House/Shop is MOVE-IN READY!  
House consists of 3 bed/3 bath with 2950 sq. ft. living 
area, 2450 sq. ft. shop, 20x25 sq. ft. garage, and 25x40 

sq. ft. Carport, 12x 28 sq. ft. cabana all attached. A 
40x40 sq. ft. detached garage perfect for RV. In ground 

16x32 sq. ft. pool, pond and fruit trees setting on 11.5 
acres located on the west side of Durant city limits.

Bryan County Properties
We Are Recognized, Respected, and Recommended

(580) 924-6206  •  2902 University Blvd. Durant, OK 74701  •  Alvie Nelson (580)-775-4664

379 Madison Street, Durant

HACNO’s 
New Year Auction

The Housing Authority of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (HACNO) will 
be receiving sealed bids for an auction. All equipment, vehicles, office 
furniture and items sold as is no warranty implied or given. Items can be 
viewed at 209 Jim Monroe Rd. Hugo, Oklahoma between the hours of 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm Monday – Friday and items at 1508 South Ada St. 
Coalgate, Oklahoma must be made by appointment to view. 

Bids will be accepted until January 25th @ 3:30pm and opening will  
be January 28th @ 9:00am. Please email John Wolf at  
johnw@choctawhousing.com or call at 580-326-7521 ext. 6393 for 
information regarding this advertisement. At request, a digital auction 
catalog with the bid sheet will be provided via email.

All bid lots must be sealed and clearly marked on the bid sheet and  
physically mailed or deliver to:  The Housing Authority of the Choctaw 
Nation 209 Jim Monroe Rd. Hugo, Ok. 74743. 

Winners will be contacted and the winners will have until February 4th to 
pay and remove the winning items.

After February 4th, a storage fee of $25.00 per day, per item will be 
charged to the buyer for any items that have not been removed. 

BUYER MUST PROVIDE ANY STRETCH WRAP, TIE DOWNS, ROPE 
NEEDED TO SECURE ITEMS PURCHASED. HACNO WILL BE NOT 
ABLE TO HELP LOAD OR TRANSPORT ANY ITEMS.

The Seller DOES NOT provide transportation or loading services for  
buyers to remove their merchandise. Any and all methods of lifting, 
towing, and hauling, as well as all other methods or requirements for the 
removal and transport of the materials, equipment and/or vehicles, is the 
sole responsibility of the buyer. 

The ownership of any and all items not removed by February 18th will 
revert back to the Seller and they may re-sell or dispose of the property 
as they see fit.

Katie Webb shoots a free throw during a game Tuesday with Henderson State at the 
Bloomer Sullivan Arena.

Southeastern Women’s Basketball head coach Darin Grover talks to players during a time 
out in the game Tuesday with Henderson State University. Shown standing are players 
Cierra Rangel and Kamryn Cantwell. This was the last home game of the year.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat
SE player DJ Henderson is shown in a defensive move during a game Tuesday with Hender-
son State at Bloomer Sullivan Arena.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

mount a 19-5 run 
capped by a Moon three 
to knot the game at 59-
59 with 4:14 to go in the 
third.

SE would tie the 

game again 61-61 but 
were unable to take a 
lead and the Reddies 
would take a 74-68 lead 
to the fourth quarter.

Southeastern would 
nearly erase a dou-
ble-digit deficit again 
in the fourth quar-
ter, trailing 88-78 with 

5:13 to play the Storm 
would rally and cut it 
to a two point ball game 
on a Neely Noel layup 
with 42 seconds to play, 
but were unable to get a 
final shot to fall in the 
94-92 loss.

From Southeastern 
Athletics.

itself  playing catch up 
for most of  the first half, 
tying the game for the 
first time on a Ziga Za-
tezic three with 2:11 to go 
in the half  at 31-31.

The Reddies would get 
three free throws to re-
gain the lead, but jump-

ers by Goncalves and Za-
tezic would close out the 
half  and give the Storm 
a 35-34 lead at the half.

Southeastern opened 
the second half  with 
a pair of  Buckingham 
free throws, but HSU an-
swered with a 7-0 run to 
regain the lead.

The Storm would 
twice knot the game, 
first at 43-43 on a pair 

of  Jobe free throws and 
then again at 45-45 on 
a Dworsky layup with 
13:46 to play.

However, the Reddies 
would again reel off  a 
7-0 run to go up 52-45 and 
the Storm was unable to 
rally after that point as 
the visitors would hand 
SE the 80-65 loss.

From Southeastern 
Athletics.

In his first season 
Southeastern finished 
with a 7-5 record and 
earned its first postsea-
son berth since 2004, 
appearing in the Texar-
kana Live United Bowl 
in Texarkana, Ark.

Over the following 
four seasons, Atterber-
ry’s teams would push 
the program’s streak of  
winning seasons to five-
straight, matching his 
high of  seven wins in 
two of  them.

The Storm also boast 
40 all-conference selec-
tions in that span and 
one All-American.

Southeastern football 
started in 1909 and has 
put together 105 total 
seasons and is nearing 
its 500th program victo-
ry. 

Over that time the 
Storm have had 63 
All-American honor-
ees and more than 400 
all-conference award 
winners.
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Reeling in the monofilament
The Tishomingo Na-

tional Wildlife Refuge 
(TNWR) recently imple-
mented a fishing line 
recycling program. The 
program, spearhead-
ed by local student and 
volunteer Rio Bonham, 
will place three monofil-
ament recycling bins at 
frequently visited sites. 
Refuge officials expect to 
see a significant drop in 
fishing line pollution.

“Monofilament fishing 
line can be really dev-
astating for wildlife,” 
said TNWR Education 
Specialist, Joanne Ryan, 
“This is a great opportu-

nity to reduce the impact 
littered fishing line has 
on the environment. We 
hope to see our fisher-
men use them and help 
ensure our waters are 
clean for generations to 
come”

Littered fishing line is 
especially harmful due 
to how long it persists in 
the environment. It can 
take up to 500 years to 
decompose. During that 
time, fishing line can en-
tangle and harm wildlife, 
swimmers, and even boat 
propellers. While dispos-
ing of  fishing line in the 
trash bin is much less 

harmful than leaving it 
in the ecosystem, it can 
still cause harm to wild-
life at the landfill. This 
is why recycling fishing 
line is the best method of  
disposal.

The initial three re-
cycling bins are part of  
a pilot program testing 
their effectiveness. If  
the bins are successful, 
they will continue to 
be implemented locally 
and across the state. For 
additional information 
visit www.boatus.com/
foundation or contact 
the TNWR at (580) 371-
2402.

Christmas is almost here
This time of  the year 

people start to really 
reminisce. They start to 
think about how things 
use to be and how much 
they miss those days.

For some it is even 
harder to think about 
because they no longer 
have those memories 
anymore because of  
some disease they may 
have or it just hurts 
too much to even think 
about. 

This is the time of  year 
where families gather 
and laughter is shared 
and most of  all love is 

shared.
For some this time of  

the year is the hardest 
because they may have 
lost a loved one or their 
loved one is so far away 
that they can’t see them. 

There are some that 
live in the nursing homes 
that never get to visit 
with any of  their loved 
ones all year, not even on 
Christmas.

This year can be differ-
ent for them if  only one 
person would make a dif-
ference. 

That one person can 
be you. Take the time 

out this year and visit 
someone in the nursing 
homes.

Stop by one of  the 
homes to pay a visit with 
someone or with all of  
them. Help make those 
in the home feel the love 
of  Christmas this year, 
through you.

Let’s remember the 
true meaning of  Christ-
mas. That it is not about 
receiving but about giv-
ing. 

So, give to those that 
are in the home the love 
of  Christmas and the joy 
that will forever be in 
their hearts. 

This not only brings 
love, happiness and joy 
to them but to everyone 
involved.

Contact a nursing 
home to bring a gift or 
just go to a nursing home 
to visit someone.

If  you need help in 
getting started or would 
like to become an Om-
budsman Volunteer, con-
tact Tiffany Wingfield at 
580-775-7478 or Rebekah 
Williams at 580-775-5314 
or the Senior Info. 

Line at 1-800-211-2116 
or write to them P.O. 
Box 709 Durant, OK. 
74702. Ombudsman Su-
pervisors are available 
to speak to your group 
or organization upon re-
quest. 

Flexible training 
schedules are available.


