
The Bryan County Salvation 
Army is in need of  volunteers to 
ring bells and accept donations 
that will benefit local people.

Presently, a sign where dona-
tions can be placed in a kettle and 
volunteers ring bells is on display, 
but not in use at Walmart due to a 
lack of  volunteer bell ringers.

“We don’t have any volun-
teers to ring bells,” said Brenda 
Simpson, secretary/treasurer 
with Bryan County Salvation 
Army. “We start the Saturday af-
ter Thanksgiving. It should have 
started, but we don’t have any vol-
unteers.”

She said that in 28 years of  
having the program, they have 
always had volunteers until this 

year. Last year, there were volun-
teers ringing bells every day on 
two-hour shifts.

Every penny raised stays in 
Bryan County, according to Simp-
son, and these funds help those 
in need pay utility bills, purchase 
bus tickets or pay for hotel rooms 
for victims of  home fires.

“That’s what our money is used 
for, but we’re just sitting here 
right now and not making a pen-
ny,” Simpson said.

According to Simpson, Colbert 
FFA has agreed to help later in 
December.

The organization in the past 
has also given out food baskets, 
but they don’t have any food this 
year.

Simpson said anyone interest-
ing in helping can contact Bonita 
Smith at 580-916-5090.

Lisa Downs answers 
quickly when asked to 
describe the online re-
ality show, “Small Busi-
ness Revolution – Main 
Street.”

“It was a life-changing 
experience,” she says.

Downs owns Ellen’s 
Bridal and Dress Bou-
tique, in Wabash, Ind. 
Her business was one 
of  six profiled on the 
show’s first season in 
2015. Durant is on a list 
of  20 cities the show’s 
producers are consid-

ering for the program’s 
fourth season in 2019. 
Downs said Durant’s 
business community 
should do everything it 
can to be selected.

“I would tell them to 
eat, breath and sleep 
Small Business Revo-

lution and to promote 
it as much as you can,” 
Downs said. “It’s well 
worth every moment of  
effort.”

In the program, 
Amanda Brinkman, 
chief  brand and commu-
nication’s officer for De-
luxe, which produces the 
show, and Ty Penning-
ton, home makeover and 
renovation expert, visit 
a selected city and work 
with six businesses. The 
show spends $500,000 
to help makeover each 
business.

Downs said that, at 
first, she was a little sus-

picious. The show was 
new and seemed too good 
to be true. She loved sell-
ing wedding gowns and 
prom dresses, but some 
aspects of  the business 
were a little overwhelm-
ing. In addition, some in-
dustry practices – such 
as suppliers requiring 
minimum orders for ex-
pensive gowns – left her 
wary of  strangers bear-
ing gifts.

“I was thinking, ‘What 
is the catch here? Who 
is going to come to your 
town and spend half  a 
million dollars on my 
business?” Downs said. 

“But I’m glad I (agreed 
to participate).”

Harry Kilmer and his 
wife Judy own Harry’s 
Old Kettle Pub and Grill 
in Wabash. Like Downs, 
Kilmer had some res-
ervations. The veteran 
chef  had been a regular 
at the Old Kettle when 
it was a hometown bar. 
He bought the business 
planning to install a 
kitchen. He didn’t real-
ize all that entailed.

Adding a kitchen 
meant the Old Kettle was 
legally a new business. 
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I will give thanks to the 
LORD because of his 

righteousness; I will sing 
the praises of the name of 

the LORD Most High.
Psalm 7:17

Dec. 3-5
The Board of Edu-

cation of Silo Public 
School District an-
nounces that statuto-
rily qualified indi-
viduals interested in 
running as a candi-
date for the No. 4 seat 
on the Silo Board of  
Education may file 
at the Bryan County 
Election Board be-
tween 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Dec. 3-5.

Dec. 6
The Durant Newcom-

ers Club will meet for 
a luncheon at 11 a.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 6 at the 
Three Valley Museum. 
The club welcomes 
women of all ages re-
gardless of  the amount 
of  time they have lived 
in Durant.

Dec. 6-8
The Friends of the 

Library annual Holiday 
Craft Show is Thurs-
day, Dec. 6 through 
Saturday, Dec. 8, at 
1515 W. Main. The 
hours are 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Thursday 
and Friday and 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday. There will 
be 23 booths with 
homemade crafts, 
sweets, décor, retail 
and more. This is a 
great way to do your 
Christmas shopping 
and support your 
library.

Dec. 14
The Durant Choctaw 

Seniors are having a 
garage sale from 8 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 14 at the White 
Buffalo Thrift Store 
Barn located at the 
Choctaw Community 
Center, 2746 Big Lots 
Parkway.

Ongoing
Clothes Closet First 

Baptist Church hosts 
a free clothes closet 
for anyone in need of  
clothing. The closet 
features, shoes, coats 
and other types of  
clean, serviceable 
clothing. The closet 
is at 217 N. 2nd St. 
in Durant across 
from the church. It 
is open the second 
Friday of  each month 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The closet accepts 
donations from 9 a.m. 
to noon each Wednes-
day.

Child Find is a 
search for all chil-
dren with disabilities 
who are not receiving 
a free, appropriate, 
public education. 
This applies to 
children between 
the ages of  birth and 
twenty-one years of  
age, who have not yet 
graduated from high 
school. Caddo Public 
Schools offers full 
educational opportu-
nities for all students. 
If  you suspect your 

UPCOMING 
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House burns Thursday evening

Firefighters rescue family dog from home

STAFF REPORT

A dog was rescued from a 
house fire Thursday evening, 
according to the Durant Fire 
Department.

Firefighters were dispatched 
at 7:50 p.m. to 208 S.E. Fifth Ave., 
and when they arrived, smoke 
and flames were visible from 
one side of  the home.

The occupants had already 
exited and within a few minutes 
of  arriving, firefighters con-

trolled the fire enough to be able 
to enter the home, according to 
a DFD report.

Searching the home, firefight-
ers found the family’s dog and 
brought it outside. 

They put an oxygen mask for 
pets on the dog’s face until it 
could breathe well and no lon-
ger tolerate the mask. 

According to the fire depart-
ment, the dog then ran around 
licking people.

Firefighters set up fans to 

ventilate the home of  smoke 
and also doused remaining “hot 
spots.”

Fire Chief  Roger Joines said 
a space heater is believed to be 
the cause of  the fire and that a 
tenant said the fire started about 
15 minutes after he turned it on.

Firefighters remained on 
scene until 9:41 that evening. 
According to a DFD report, 
the fire caused approximately 
$35,000 damage to a home val-
ued at $50,000.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

This home at 208 S.E. Fifth Avenue caught fire Thursday evening and a space heater is believed to be the cause.

Makeover show selection in residents’ hands
Owners of previously selected businesses say results worth the effort
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 

MCDADE

SEE EVENTS, PAGE 2

Salvation Army seeking volunteers
BY MATT SWEARENGIN
matt@durantdemocrat.com 

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

A Salvation Army sign where volunteers would ring bells and accept dona-
tions sits unattended at Walmart as a shopper enters the store. The local 
Salvation Army is in need of volunteer bell ringers.

SEE MAKEOVER, PAGE 2

Man on 
ankle 
monitor 
declared 
escapee
STAFF REPORT

A Calera man under Oklaho-
ma Department of  Corrections 
custody by use of  an ankle moni-
tor has been declared an escapee 
after authorities said he allowed 

the battery to die 
on the device.

Thirty-four-
year-old Bobby 
Eugene McDade 
was charged 
Thursday with 
escaping from 
the Department 

of  Corrections.
According to court papers, 

McDade was under DOC super-
vision and was supposed to wear 
an ankle monitor.

An affidavit states McDade 
allowed the battery to die on his 
ankle monitor Nov. 26 and after 
a DOC officer viewed the mon-
itoring website, it revealed that 
McDade was last at his residence 
in Calera.

A probation and parole officer 
went to the home that day and no 
one answered the door. A busi-
ness card was left instructing 
McDade to report to the Proba-
tion and Parole Office the follow-
ing day.

McDade

SEE ESCAPEE, PAGE 10
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With sincere gratitude I would like to express 
my heartfelt thanks to all who had the  
confidence of electing me to the office of  
Oklahoma State Representative for District 19. 
My desire is to bring people together to solve 
problems and create real positive change in our 
district.  I am proud to work on your behalf but I 
can’t do it alone. We have to commit to working 
together to get things done.  

Thank you to everyone who helped with the 
campaign.  Your hard work, encouragement, 
and financial support kept me energized and on 
course. I will do my very best to represent each 
and every one of you. 

If you did not vote for me, I am still your  
representative.  I will work on your behalf as hard 
as I would if you were one of my main  

supporters. Do not hesitate to contact me if you have a need.  We are all a part of  
District 19 and must pull together to bring about the best for our communities. 

 To the candidates from the other parties who ran, I thank you for participating in 
the democratic process; our district is the better for it.  You were formidable  
opponents who possess the admirable trait and strong desire to be involved in the 
betterment of our communities. I hope to work with you and the entire district with 
the goal of bringing progress to our area.

Justin Humphrey

And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not to men… Colossians 3:23

TO THE CITIZENS OF DISTRICT 19

Booths with 
homemade crafts, sweets, 

décor, and retail

Friends of the Library

HOLIDAY 
CRAFT SHOW

Donald W. Reynolds
CC & Library

1515 W. Main St. Durant, OK
580-924-3486

Thursday, Dec. 6th 
9am to 7pm

Friday, Dec. 7th 
9am-7pm

Saturday, Dec. 8th 
9am-3pm

OBITUARIES
STEPHEN ALAN  
BYFIELD  

Stephen Alan (Steve) 
Byfield, of  Rosharon, 
Texas, beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, and 
family member died in 
his home on November 
24, 2018. Steve was born 
November 24, 1955 to 
Charles and Betty Jo 
(Baker) Byfield in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents in 2011. Steve 
is survived by his wife 
Norma Byfield of  the 
home, daughter Kayla 
and husband Jacob 
Dawson, grandchildren 
Kayden Malcolm Daw-
son and Krystalynn Gail 
Dawson, all of  Rosha-
ron, Texas, son Kyle By-
field of  Wichita, Kansas, 
sister Nelita (Byfield) 
Cash and husband David 
of  Muskogee, OK and 
brother Stan Byfield and 
wife Nancy of  Rich-
mond, VA., also several 
nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

Steve graduated from 
Durant High School 
in 1974 and went on to 
further his education at 
Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University where 

he obtained a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Science.

Steve married his 
wife Norma Kay Wil-
son March 12, 1983 in 
Bokchito, Oklahoma, 
and the couple moved to 
Texas to work and make 
their home.

Steve worked in 
accounting for the oil 
industry for a number 
of  years and recently 
had retired from ENI 
Petroleum in Houston, 
Texas where he was the 
Senior Accounting and 
Reporting Coordinator. 
Steve had a great love of  
life and enjoyed expe-
riencing everything he 
possibly could. He and 
Norma traveled from 
Alaska to the Mayan 
Ruins in Peru, from the 
California coast to Mas-

sachusetts, taking in as 
many sights and making 
as many memories as 
they possibly could. He 
also had a great love 
of  music and attended 
concerts all around the 
United States. 

His family and friends 
will always remember 
him as a hard worker 
that always did his best 
and expected everyone 
else to be the best possi-
ble person they could be

Steve’s family and 
friends invite you to 
come visit between the 
hours of  6 and 8 p.m., 
Saturday, December 
1st at Brown’s Funeral 
Home, 4900 W Highway 
70, Durant, Oklahoma.

A celebration of  
Steve’s life will be 
held at 1:00 on Sunday, 
December 2nd, also at 
Brown’s Funeral Chap-
el. Burial will follow 
in Bokchito, Ok. Con-
dolences may be sent 
to the family at www.
brownsfuneralservice.
com. Arrangements are 
under the direction of  
Brown’s Funeral Ser-
vice in Durant, OK.

child may have a dis-
ability, or know of  a 
child with a disability 
who is not receiving a 
free, appropriate, pub-
lic education, please 
contact Caddo Public 
Schools.

Big Five Head Start is a 
free child development 
program designed 
to meet the needs of  
3-and-4 year-old chil-
dren. Eligibility is de-
termined by the child’s 
age and family income 
based on the 2018 Fam-
ily Income Guidelines. 
Ten percent of  enroll-
ment must be made 
available to children 
with disabilities. Heath 
screenings and trans-
portation is provided 
for qualifying children. 
For more information, 

call 924-7404 or 924-
5331. Applications are 
available at Jackie 
Watson Child Develop-
ment Center, 3725 W. 
Arkansas St. and 1502 
N. First Ave.

Durant Masonic Lodge 
No. 45 holds its break-
fast on the third Sat-
urday of  each month 
from 6:30 a.m. until 10 
a.m. at the lodge on the 
corner of  Gates and 
University. Cost is $5 
per plate.

The Disabled American 
Veterans, “DAV” has five 
certified Service Offi-
cers that are located in 
the VFW post at 123 S 
2nd Ave here in Durant. 
These service officers 
attend training and get 
recertified each year. 
The purpose of  the cer-
tification is to be sure 
all the service officers 
are current on all new 

forms and procedures 
that are necessary to 
file claims for Veterans 
and their families. The 
hours are 11 am to 3 pm 
Monday through Fri-
day. If  it is not possible 
for the veteran to make 
these hours due to 
work or what ever we 
will do appointments. 
Just call the Command-
er, Don “Pappy” Papin 
at 580 634 2905 and set 
up an appointment.

The Bryan County 
Magnolia Garden Club 
monthly third-Monday 
morning meetings con-
vene in the homes of  
different members each 
month from September 
through May. Times of  
meetings will be posted 
in advance.

The Hendrix Commu-
nity Center has a game 
night from 5-7 p.m. the 
first Saturday of  each 

month.
The Lighthouse of Col-

bert will have a gospel 
singing at 7 p.m. the 
second Friday of  each 
month. The church is 
located at 346 Somers 
Ave. south of  the post 
office.

New Horizon Fel-
lowship’s temporary 
location is 383 Bush-
nell Lane in Durant. 
Services soon will 
begin at the permanent 
address of  501 S. First 
St. in Calera. Worship 
times: Sunday school 10 
a.m., Sunday worship 
11 a.m. and 6 p.m., and 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Reynolds Chapel Baptist 
Church hosts a sing-
ing at 7 p.m. the third 
Saturday of  the month. 
Bible study will be at 
6 p.m. on the first and 
third Wednesdays.

A Christ-centered 12-

step meeting for men will 
be 6-8 p.m. Wednesdays 
at Durant First Baptist 
Church, Room 207. For 
information, call (580) 
924-3574.

Bryan County Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates 
is conducting ongoing 
volunteer training. 
Contact Betty Colclazi-
er or Carolyn Thomp-
son at (580) 924-0564 for 
CASA details. Flexible 
training schedule avail-
able.

“DivorceCare,” a di-
vorce-recovery seminar 
and support group, is a 
13-week series con-
ducted at First Baptist 
Church, 124 W. Ever-
green St., Durant. The 
ministry remains open, 
so people may attend 
as they have need. 
Weekly sessions are 
6-7:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
in Room 210. There is 

no obligation to attend 
First Baptist or any 
church to participate in 
this seminar/support 
group. All persons in 
the area who are expe-
riencing separation or 
divorce or have expe-
rienced divorce years 
ago are encouraged to 
attend. For information 
about DivorceCare or 
to pre- register, call 
the church at 924-3573, 
Katherine Brown at 
924-1472, or e-mail km-
brown740@ simplynet.
net. Visit www.divorce-
care.org or www.dc4k.
org to learn more.

The Democratic Party of 
Bryan County meets at 6 
p.m. the first Tuesday 
of  the month in the 
small dining room of  
Roma Italian Restau-
rant in Durant. Meet-
ings are open to the 
public.

The Bryan County 
Federation of Democratic 
Women meets the third 
Tuesday of  each month 
at noon in the small 
dining room of  Roma 
Restaurant in Durant. 
The meetings feature 
guest speakers and 
discussions of  current 
events. Both women 
and men are welcome 
to the meetings.

Mead Community 
Center serves lunch 12-1 
p.m. Tuesdays-Thurs-
days. Cost is $4. Caddo 
Community Associa-
tion meets at 6 p.m. the 
second Monday of  each 
month at the Indian 
Territory Museum and 
Library. New members 
always welcome.

Red River Pride meets 
at 6 p.m. Thursdays at 
the Donald W. Reynolds 
Community Center and 
Library, 1515 W. Main 
St., Durant. Anyone in-
terested in the commu-
nity-oriented organiza-
tion is welcome.

EVENTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

So, the 60-year-old 
building had to be 
brought up to current 
standards, such as hav-
ing restrooms that com-
plied with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities 
Act.

“We had a lot of  tape 
measures out,” Kilm-
er said. “They say that 
if  you’re building a 
restaurant multiply 
your (cost) estimate 
by three and you’ll be 
lucky to get by with 
that.”

Both said the pro-
gram gave them in-
sights they had never 
considered. Kilmer 
said that when he fin-
ished each month with 
money left over, he fig-
ured he was success-
ful. But the show’s ex-
perts showed him how 
to think strategically 
and to consider each 
aspect of  the business, 
maximizing his results. 
Downs agreed.

She said that when 
she started, she focused 
on selling pretty dress-
es and providing an ele-
gant experience for her 
customers. Those fac-
ets are vital, she said, 

but as a business owner 
there is so much more 
to consider.

“Your passion is 
whatever business you 
choose, but you also 
have to deal with pay-
roll and taxes and ac-
counting,” Downs said. 
“As a small business 
owner, you have to wear 
all those hats.”

Downs points out 
that, three years after 
the show came to her 
town, all six businesses 
are still open and doing 
business. She has little 
doubt where her busi-
ness would be if  not for 
the show.

“I think I would have 
closed my doors and 
given up out of  frus-
tration and debt,” said 
Downs.

Kilmer agreed. He 
pointed out that the 
work the show did with 
the city’s business and 
civic leaders has result-
ed in a more cohesive 
community.

“I think our whole 
downtown has grown 
and gotten on the band-
wagon,” he said. “Be-
fore, the businesses 
were all individuals. 
Now you see cross pro-
motions.

“I think the whole 
town is better for it.”

At this time, Durant 
is competing with 19 
other cities to be se-
lected for the show’s 
fourth season. Steph-
anie Gardner, execu-
tive director of  Durant 
Main Street, who made 
the initial application, 
said the city’s potential 
for success is currently 
in the residents’ hands. 
To show producers why 
they should select Du-
rant, residents must 
visit www.smallbusi-
nessrevolution.org, or 
Durant and Small Busi-
ness Revolution social 
media pages and post 
what they love about 
the city along with the 
hash tag, #MyDurant.

Gardner said produc-
ers are combing social 
media each day to see 
which city’s residents 
are most serious about 
being on the show.

“We really need to 
rally our community 
now,” Gardner said.

Over the next month, 
producers will narrow 
the list to 10 finalists. 
They will visit each 
of  the 10 in January. 
Based on those visits, 
they will come up with 
a final list of  5. The 
winner will be selected 
from that short list by a 
national vote.

MAKEOVER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Plan seeks to designate Route 66 as National Historic Trail

A L B U Q U E R Q U E , 
N.M. (AP) — A new pro-
posal moving through 
Congress seeks to desig-
nate Route 66, the high-
way that connected Chi-
cago to Los Angeles and 
was once an economic 
driver for small towns 
across a post-World War 
II United States, as a Na-
tional Historic Trail.

U.S. Sens. Tom Udall 
and Jim Inhofe an-
nounced this week the 
introduction of  a bi-
partisan bill that would 
amend the National 
Trails System Act and 
include Route 66 in an 

effort to help revitalize 
cities and small towns 
that sit along the histor-
ic corridor.

The plan comes as 
cities and towns where 
the once busy Route 66 
passed through have 
been working devel-
oping revitalization 
projects to rehabilitate 
aging buildings and 
landmarks to attract 
tourists.

Udall, a New Mexi-
co Democrat, said in a 
statement that Route 66 
symbolizes freedom that 
allowed motorists to vis-
it mom-and-pop diners, 
small businesses, and 
scenic byways through 
eight states.

“Just as important-

ly, this bill would safe-
guard Route 66 as (a) 
cultural landmark, pre-
serving its significance 
as the ‘Main Street of  
America’ for future gen-
erations of  adventurers, 
migrants, hitchhikers, 
and tourists venturing 
westward,” Udall said.

Inhofe, an Oklahoma 
Republican, said it was 
important for Congress 
to try to preserve the 
historic road with such 
a deep history.

“Museums from 
Clinton to Elk City to 
Chandler highlight the 
impact of  this road as a 
representation of  Amer-
ican pioneer values,” In-
hofe said.

The U.S. House of  

Representatives passed 
a similar bill in June.

Under the proposal, 
the National Park Ser-
vice would administer 
Route 66 as a National 
Historic Trail and would 
help spur critical pres-
ervation efforts along 
the highway. The agen-
cy would award federal 
funds for preservation, 
development, and pro-
motion.

According to the Na-
tional Park Service, 
there are currently 19 
designated National 
Historic Trails, includ-
ing the Trail of  Tears, 
the Lewis and Clark 
trail, and the Selma to 
Montgomery March in 
Alabama.

Route 66, also called 
the “Mother Road,” was 
born in 1926 after the 
Bureau of  Public Roads 
launched the nation’s 
first federal highway 
system, bringing togeth-
er existing local and 
state roads from Chi-
cago through St. Louis 
to Los Angeles. Small 
towns opened shops, 
motels and gas stations 
to pump revenue into 
local economies just as 
the nation’s car culture 
took off.

Its importance even 
sparked a “Route 66” 
song performed by Nat 
King Cole, and later by 
the 1980s English elec-
tronic band Depeche 
Mode.

Route 66, one of  
the first roads in the 
U.S. highway system, 
spanned more than 2,400 
miles (3,862 kilometers). 
It ran through eight 
states, connecting tour-
ists with friendly diners 
in small towns.

The route changed 
a number of  times 
through the years, and 
eventually became less 
of  a destination thanks 
to new interstate high-
ways.

It was decommis-
sioned as a U.S. highway 
in 1985.

The World Monu-
ments Fund in 2008 
listed Route 66 on the 
“Watch List of  100 Most 
Endangered Sites.”

BY RUSSELL  
CONTRERAS
Associated Press 



More jobs are headed to 
Durant!

Most everyone is 
celebrating as another 
manufacturer will locate to 
Durant and create 140 jobs, 
and the Choctaw Nation 
will begin a major expan-
sion at its casino complex 
here, creating 1,000 jobs. 
Both will take up to two 
years to complete.

Not a lot of  specifics are 
known publicly about the 
Choctaw project at this 
point, although it’s sure to 
bring some exciting fea-
tures – and more tourism.

We do know more about 
the incoming manufactur-
er and the efforts it took to 
locate it here [reported in 
Thursday’s paper].

Earlier this week, the 

Durant City Council gave 
final approval for the last 
incentive package to bring 
a company by the name 
of Tubacex, which makes 
tubing primarily for the oil 
industry, to our city. It will 
bring an annual payroll of  
about $8 million with it.

Attracting industry is 
not an easy job. Companies 
are very adept at playing 
cities and states off  of  one 
another to get the maxi-
mum incentives for them 
to locate. No incentives, no 
new jobs.

The final incentive was 
the approval of  a Tax 
Increment Finance district, 
TIF for short, that allows 
the company to avoid most 
ad valorem taxes for the 
first 10 years of  operation. 
TIFs have become fairly 
common for financing de-
velopment in all 50 states, 

although it has some critics 
(TIFs were initially created 
to channel development to 
blighted areas. In Oklaho-
ma TIFs may also be used 
in Enterprise Zones, areas 
specifically set aside for 
development, which is the 
case in this instance.)

Most people don’t under-
stand how TIFs work, so 
here is a fictional scenario:

Let’s say that a parcel of  
property, 50 acres, is worth 
$1 million. There’s nothing 
on it but grass. The prop-
erty taxes are based on $1 
million and those taxes go 
to the county, the schools, 
etc., for operating expens-
es. Let’s say the annual 
taxes equal $25,000.

Once a TIF is approved 
for that property, it essen-
tially freezes the value at 
$1 million for tax purposes. 
Every entity that’s entitled 

to those taxes will continue 
to get them, just as they 
would have if  the land had 
stayed undeveloped.

Once the new company 
builds on the property, 
the value of  the property 
naturally goes up. Now, 
let’s say the property, all 
the improvements, and 
equipment is worth $20 
million. Taxes shoot up 
to $500,000 per year. But 
with a TIF, public schools 
and other agencies that 
get ad valorem taxes still 
get $25,000 each year – not 
$500,000. The incremental 
difference is essentially the 
savings for the company 
– part of  the incentives to 
come here and offset some 
of their startup costs.

So, counties and schools 
don’t lose money, techni-

FORUM GUIDELINES
Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor are encouraged and must 
include the author’s name, mailing address and 
daytime telephone number. The name and city of 
residence will be used if the letter is used in print or 
online. Addresses and phone numbers will not be 
published. Letters have a 250-word limit. Letters 
may be edited for length, style and grammar. Send 
to opinion@durantdemocrat.com. Mail. to Letters to 
the Editor, 200 W. Beech, Durant, OK. 74701.

Forum column submissions
The purpose of an opinion page is to serve as a 

catalyst for discussion and debate in the community. 
Therefore, one of the Durant Democrat’s objectives 
is to be a forum for that discussion and debate. Here 
are the Democrat’s guidelines for opinion articles 
submitted for publication on our Forum page:

1. Opinions should be about local policy issues or 
state issues with a strong local tie. We do not consid-
er national issues with no clear local tie.

2. They should be debatable, taking a position 
that some but not all would agree with.

3. They should not be in direct response to 
previous columns, letters to the editor or editorials. 
Those should be sent as a letter to the editor.

4. They should come from local authors who are 
knowledgeable or offer a unique perspective.

5. They should be no more than 600 words.
6. They cannot endorse political candidates or 

commercial products. We do allow for submissions 
stating support for non-partisan ballot questions.

7. We do not publish items that have been 
published elsewhere or submitted for publication 
elsewhere.

8. They cannot be libelous, incendiary or offensive 
to broad portions of our readership. Submissions 
that contain personal attacks will not be published.

These are guidelines and not rigid rules. In rare 
circumstances, some exceptions may be warranted. 
The Durant Democrat reserves the right to refuse to 
publish any submission for any reason.
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Climate 
change is 
not a global 
problem
BY MARION HILL

The climate is changing, and human 
activity is a big part of  the cause. More than 
97% of scientists agree with that statement, 
according to the Union of Concerned Scien-
tists.

So why do some people keep saying that 
“The jury is still out on climate change”? 
The jury is actually not still out. Scientists 
who study such matters are almost unan-
imous in saying that climate chance is 
occurring and human behavior is making it 
happen faster.

A major scientific report, issued by 13 
federal agencies last week [see New York 
Times article “U.S. Climate Report Warns 
of  Damaged Environment and Shrinking 
Economy,” November 23, 2018], predicts that 
if  significant steps aren’t taken very soon 
— some scientists say it’s already too late to 
halt or mitigate climate change — human-
ity will pay with more heat-related deaths, 
worse droughts, more severe storms, and 
wildfires beyond anything seen so far.

If  I consulted 100 doctors about my medi-
cal condition, and 97 of  them told me I need-
ed a certain treatment to save my life, while 
the other 3% said I’d be fine if  I did nothing, 
you’d better believe I’d have the treatment.

I’m not a gambler, but I do understand 
odds. And 97-3 is overwhelming odds.

Those who believe in “End Times Theolo-
gy” may say that those who are True Believ-
ers needn’t worry about these dire predic-
tions coming true during their lifetimes. 
The Rapture, they say, will occur any day 
now, and those with the correct religious 
belief  will be taken up to Heaven before this 
world is destroyed.

Maybe. But it’s useful to remember that 
many preachers over the centuries have 
predicted that the end of  the world would 
happen on a certain day, sometimes even at 
a certain time of day. All those prophesied 
days and times have come and gone, and the 
world is still here.

This world may last another thousand 
years, or 10,000 years, or longer. Or not. 
Anyone who tells you he knows exactly 
when the world will end is a snake-oil sales-
man. Keep your hand on your wallet when 
in his presence.

What does all this have to do with life 
in Durant, Oklahoma? For one thing, a lot 
of  people in this area make their living by 
farming. Farmers’ ability to make a good 
living is largely at the mercy of  the weather.

Droughts, wildfires, flooding, tornadoes: 
all of  these impact farmers, and also the 
rest of  us who live here. All such weather 
events become more extreme as the climate 
warms up — and it does with any human 
activity that produces heat.

We’ve already seen that happen around 
the world. Hurricanes, tsunamis, severe 
droughts and famine — all are becoming 
worse.

Those who scoff  at the idea of  global 
warming because snow and cold tem-
peratures still occur don’t understand the 
difference between weather and climate. 
Weather is day-to-day variation in tempera-
ture, moisture, etc. Climate is long-term 
variation in such factors, trends that occur 
over decades and centuries.

The latest scientific report says that cli-
mate-related changes will reduce the size of  
the American economy by as much as 10% 

No need for a tiff over the TIF
Tax Increment Financing has potential long-term benefits
BY LARRY MILLER
larry@durantdemocrat.com 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
I am standing in the 

middle of  the sidewalk 
after having dinner at the 
Library in Durant. It was 
the Community Thanks-
giving dinner.

It is very cold outside. I 
am watching people come 
and go and visit and smile 
and shake hands. I realize 
just how much I have to be 
thankful for. A warm bed. 
A warm place to sleep and 
food every day. I see count-
less homeless people.

They are so happy to 
get to come in out of  the 
cold and they are eating 
and laughing and having 
the best time. I was able 
to actually talk to a few of  
them. They come to the 

Library all the time to get 
out of  the cold, they get 
coats and blankets and 
food. Our group was there 
passing out coats, gloves, 
and blankets. But most of  
all Love and Hope.

I have been working 
very hard this year to 
open Light of  Hope Shelter 
Inc. We received the 501c3 
status and I was happy 
that we did. That meant 
Light of  Hope could move 
Forward to get grants and 
help get the homeless off  
the street. I looked into 
several grants already and 
they are out of  funds for 
the year. That was not a 
surprise. A local woman 
with the same vision got 

a building donated but it 
needs a sprinkler system. 
So, everything we are 
trying to do to help people 
is not working at this time. 
We passed out all of  our 
stuff  and was watching 
people leave one-by-one. 
They passed right by the 
homeless people.

As I left, I wondered 
where will these people 
go to be warm? How will 
they get their next meal? 
Who will help them and 
who will hire them? So, 
with the holidays here 
and the outreach of  love 
in the community I hope 
someone feels led by God 
to help.

I know the group of peo-

ple helping with Light of  
Hope are very happy to do 
it. We are all just average 
people trying to make a 
living ourselves. We do not 
have a lot of  money. We 
do have a lot of  heart. We 
want to help. Some of us 
hope for the best and help 
where we can. So, while 
you are out and about Be 
the light someone sees 
today. Help out who you 
can and spread the Love of  
God to those you see. Some-
times your smile is the only 
smile some people sees. Be 
Blessed to be a Blessing.

Sandra Noltkamper 
Calera 

Light of  Hope Shelter 
Inc. 

EDITORIAL

SEE CLIMATE, PAGE 10

Time to start blowing our own horn
The people of  Durant 

have a chance to take a big 
step toward pumping life 
into our downtown. The 
process starts with show-
ing the world, and our-
selves, how much we truly 
believe in our city.

Downtowns all over 
America face serious chal-
lenges. Big-box retailers, 
the Internet, the formerly 
ubiquitous though vanish-
ing malls have all siphoned 
money away from the 
downtown.

It’s been this way since 
the 1970s. Suburbs grew, 
retailers moved to the 
city limits and downtown 
businesses either moved 
with them or died, leaving 
behind empty streets, va-
cant buildings and bewil-
dered leaders. The days of  
parking on Main Street and 

patronizing local grocers 
and department stores 
were over, we were told. It 
was time to give up, time to 
move on.

But, as it is in life, so it is 
in business. Nothing stays 
the same forever. Durant’s 
downtown is no longer the 
center of  a sleepy rural 
town.

A new generation wants 
the sense of  community 
that comes from having a 
downtown. But they don’t 
want department stores. 
They want specialty stores, 
boutiques, locally owned 
restaurants, bars and the 
social life that goes with 
community. Durant’s busi-
ness community is working 
to meet the demand.

Many new businesses 
have opened, and mer-
chants are investing in 

their businesses. Durant 
Main Street is hosting 
events and activities to 
draw people downtown. 
Main Street’s executive di-
rector, Stephanie Gardner 
has found a way six Durant 
businesses and its down-
town community can get a 
shot in the arm.

It’s an online television 
program, “Small Business 
Revolution – Main Street.” 
It is an Internet-based, 
reality show (should we 
expect anything less from 
a generation raised on tab-
lets and Wi-Fi?) in which 
business expert Amanda 
Brinkman, of  Deluxe Corp., 
and makeover television 
host Ty Pennington, help 
businesses remake them-
selves.

Durant is in the running 
to be selected for the pro-

gram’s fourth season. At 
this point, Durant’s chance 
to be selected is largely up 
to us. The key is to visit 
www.smallbusinessrevolu-
tion.org, or the Small Busi-
ness Revolution Facebook 
page or other social media, 
enter what you love about 
Durant, a local business, 
local government, institu-
tions, or any other part of  
the community with the 
hashtag #MyDurant.

If  we’re going to be hon-
est, we have to understand 
that there is still a long way 
to go. We may not be select-
ed for the show and, in fact, 
the odds may be against us. 
But the benefit of  this cam-
paign goes much deeper 
than just having celebrities 
show up in our city. Every-

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

The annual Colton’s Run is just one example of the many positive and valuable things that make Durant a great city.

SEE HORN, PAGE 10

SEE TIF, PAGE 10
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Dear Annie: My 
problem certainly is 
not unique, yet I’m at 
my wits’ end on how 
to handle it.

I love all animals 
dearly, but my 
favorite is a cat. I’ve 
had cats my entire 
life. Almost all have 
been rescues. I take 
great care to make 
sure they are fed, are given 
shots and go to the vet when 
they are sick, and I provide a 
safe and warm home for them. 
I currently have six cats, and 
all are house cats.

My problem is a neighbor 
who lets her cats run loose. 
One in particular sprays my 
front door and my basement 
windows. This creates a 
problem when my male cats, 
who are all neutered, see and 
smell him and, in turn, spray 
back. (My vet explains that it’s 
a male territorial thing.) Her 

cat is also neutered, 
by the way.

I have combatted 
this problem by buy-
ing expensive urine-
cleaning solution and 
using it on what-
ever my cats spray 
— which is always 
near a window or 
door. I wash drapes, 
rugs, furniture, floors 

and whatever else I must. 
However, the damage the 
outside cat has done is costly. 
He has ruined my front door, 
the window frames and the 
porch. They are deteriorating 
in spots where the urine has 
saturated them. My new Pergo 
floors are warped from where 
my cats have sprayed back 
by windows and doors. I took 
up all my carpeting for this 
reason.

My male cats are also on a 
medication that is supposed to 
deter the territorial behavior. 

However, with this cat con-
stantly outside, I’m fighting a 
losing battle.

My neighbor believes that 
cats should be free to roam 
in nature. She has lost cats to 
coyotes and disease, but she is 
a free spirit and believes that 
her cats should be, as well. 
She can be very nasty. She has 
confronted us on a couple of  
issues (not about the cats), and 
frankly, she is quite impos-
sible to deal with. I have never 
spoken to her about the cat, 
but I have spent thousands of  
dollars on this matter. My cats 
are being medicated at great 
expense every month.

I love cats; I’d never want 
to see her cats hurt or get 
sick. I don’t believe there is 
a workable solution, but I 
needed to at least vent. Is there 
a way that I do not see? What 
do your other readers do in 
such situations? I will have to 
replace my entire front door 

and the screen door, as well 
as my Pergo floors. — Put-Out 
Neighbor

Dear Put-Out Neighbor: I 
have no quick fix to offer you, 
though I suspect and hope 
some readers will, and if  I 
hear of  any good solutions, I 
will print them here.

In the meantime, you might 
try befriending your neighbor. 
You know you have at least 
one thing in common — your 
love of  cats. Perhaps you 
could start there, compliment-
ing her on one of  her cats or 
asking questions about them. 
Then you could gradually 
get around to what’s really 
on your mind. Let her know 
of low- or no-cost spay and 
neuter clinics in the area, if  
her other cats aren’t fixed. 
(The ASPCA has a database of  
them: https://www.aspca.org/
pet-care/general-pet-care/low-
cost-spayneuter-programs.)

ASK
ANNIE
Advice

Problem cat costing thousands

BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

MUTTS

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

HI AND LOIS

MARVIN

By Dean Young and John Marshall

By Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

By Patrick McDonnell

By Chris Browne

Written by Brian & Greg Walker; Drawn by Chance Brown

By Tom Armstrong

Today’s Answer

BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU By Dave Green
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS
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Hank Ketcham’s THE LOCKHORNS
By Bunny Hoest & John Reiner

CRYPTOQUOTE

CRYPTOQUOTE ANSWER: If we cannot now end our differences, at least we can help 
make the world safe for diversity. —John F. Kennedy
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Published in the Durant 
Democrat 11/24/2018 and 
12/1/2018.
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
TO USE STREAM WATER
Notice is hereby given that 
Lacey Weger and Jacob 
Shires c/o Kaylee Davis-Mad-
dy whose address is 105 N. 
Hudson Ave., Ste. 1000, Okla-
homa City, OK 73102 has filed 
an application, #2018-010, 
with the Oklahoma Water Re-
sources Board (Board) for a 
permit to use a total of 1,968.9 
acre-feet of stream water per 
year at a diversion rate not to 
exceed 1,500 gallons per min-
ute from one point of diversion 
on Island Bayou located as 
follows: SW SE NW of Section 
24, T8S, R11EIM, Bryan Coun-
ty. The water is proposed to be 
used for irrigation of 421 acres 
(double-cropping) located in 
Sections 22, 23 & 24, T8S, 
R11EIM, Bryan County, as 
more specifically described in 
the application. Use of stream 
water is governed by Sections 
105.1 and following of Title 82 
of the Oklahoma Statutes and 
rules of the Board, Oklahoma 
Administrative Code (OAC), 
Title 785, Chapter 20.
Protests to the application 
must be in writing and re-
ceived by the Board at the ad-
dress listed below and by the 
applicant at the address listed 
above no later than Decem-
ber 17, 2018, and contain the 
following: (1) name, address, 
and telephone number of the 
interested person; (2) the par-
ticular application number to 
which the protest relates; (3) 
specific information to show 
how approval of the applica-
tion proposed may directly 
and adversely affect legally 
protected interests of the per-
son filing the protest; and (4) a 
statement of the relief sought 
by the interested person. A 
person who sends a letter 
containing only a general ob-
jection or comment will not be 
deemed to be a party, but the 
letter will be made part of the 
permanent record.
If a protest that meets the 
requirements listed in the 
paragraph above is filed with 
both the applicant and Board, 
a hearing on this application 
will be scheduled and the 
applicant and protestant(s) 
will be advised of the hear-
ing date. Protestants or their 
representatives must appear 
at the hearing and present 
the protest to be considered. 
Hearings are governed by 
Section 309 of Title 75 and 
Section 105.11 of Title 82 of 
the Oklahoma Statutes, and 
the rules of Board, OAC Title 
785, chapters 4 and 20. If you 
have any questions, please 
contact Mary Nell Brueggen at 
(405) 530-8800. Board mail-
ing address: Oklahoma Water 
Resources Board, Planning & 
Management Division, 3800 
N. Classen Blvd., Oklahoma 
City, OK 73118-2881. Board 
fax number: (405) 530-8900.
NOTE: All stream water use 
permits issued by the Board 
contain the condition and lim-
itation that the use of stream 

water shall not interfere with 
domestic uses or existing ap-
propriative rights.
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 11/24/2018 & 12/1/2018
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
No. PB-2018-11
In the Matter of the Estate of
ARETTA SUE MCGEE, De-
ceased.
NOTICE OF HEARING FINAL 
ACCOUNT
AND PETITION FOR DISTRI-
BUTION AND DISCHARGE
Notice is hereby given that 
RICHARD LEE MCGEE a/k/a 
R. L. MCGEE, Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate of 
ARETTA SUE MCGEE, de-
ceased, having filed in this 
Court his Final Account of the 
administration of said estate, 
and his Petition for Distribu-
tion of said estate and for fi-
nal discharge of said Personal 
Representative, the hearing 
of the same has been fixed 
by the Judge of said Court for 
9:30 o’clock a.m. on the 17th 
day of December, 2018, at the 
Courtroom of said Court in the 
County courthouse in Durant, 
Bryan County, Oklahoma, and 
all persons interested in said 
estate are notified then and 
there to appear and show 
cause, if any they have, why 
the said account should not 
be settled and allowed, the 
heirs of ARETTA SUE MC-
GEE, deceased, determined, 
said estate distributed and the 
Personal Representative dis-
charged.
Witness my hand this 16th 
day of November, 2018.
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
By:
/s/
David W. Kelly
Attorney at Law
P. 0. Box 1047
Durant, OK 74702-1047
(580) 924-1202
LPXLP
Published in the Durant 
Democrat 11/24/2018 and 
12/1/2018.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BEFORE THE CORPORA-
TION COMMISSION OF 
OKLAHOMA
CAUSE NO. PUD 201800134
IN THE MATIER OF THE AP-
PLICATION
OF ECO SERVICES, L.L.C., 
D/B/A ECOLINK
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF 
PUBLIC CONVENIENCE 
AND NECESSITY TO PRO-

VIDE RESOLD AND FA-
CILITIES BASED LOCAL 
EXCHANGE, INTEREXH-
CANGE AND DATA TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS SER-
VICES WITHIN THE STATE 
OF OKLAHOMA
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR CERTIFICATE OF CON-
VENIENCE AND
NECESSITY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that ECO Services, L.L.C., 
d/b/a EcoLink has filed an Ap-
plication, pursuant to 17 O.S. 
§ 131 et seq. , OAC 165:55, 
and OAC 165:56, seeking a 
Certificate of Convenience 
and Necessity authorizing it 
to provide competitive local 
exchange, interexchange, 
and data telecommunications 
service on a facilities-based 
and resold basis within the 
State of Oklahoma initially 
limited to the areas served 
by: (i) Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone d/b/a AT&T Oklahoma, 
formerly d/b/a SBC Oklaho-
ma and formerly known as 
Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company; and (ii) Valor Tele-
communications of Texas, 
LP - OK d/b/a Windstream 
Communications Southwest, 
Windstream Oklahoma, LLC, 
Oklahoma Windstream, LLC, 
fom1erly General Telephone 
Company of the Southwest, 
Inc.·
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that any person desiring to 
file an objection to the Appli-
cation must do so within thirty 
(30} days from the date of first 
publication of this Notice. Ob-
jections must be filed with the 
Court Clerk .at-the Oklahoma 
Corporation Commission, 
Room 130, Jim Thorpe Office 
Building, 2101 North Lincoln 
Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 
73105, and served on coun-
sel for ECO Services, L.L.C., 
d/b/a EcoLINK and on any in-
tervenors.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that if no objections are 
timely filed, the Commission, 
without hearing, shall issue 
such orders and grant such 
relief, if any, as it deems fair, 
just, reasonable, and lawful in 
the premises, whether or not 
specifically requested in the 
Application.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that additional information 
concerning this Cause may 
be obtained by contacting 
Michael T. Torrone, Logan & 
Lowry, LLP, 101 South Wilson 
Street, P.
O. Box 558, Vinita, OK 74301, 
(918) 256-7511, or Kimberly 

C. Snyder, Deputy General
Counsel, Oklahoma Corpo-
ration Commission, Room 
40, 2101 North Lincoln Bou-
levard, Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa 73105, (405) 522-1010.
LPXLP
Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/01/2018 and 
12/08/2018.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BEFORE THE CORPORA-
TION COMMISSION OF 
OKLAHOMA
CAUSE NO. PUD 2018-
00146
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
APPLICATION OF
OZARKSGO, LLC, D/B/A 
OZARKSGO
FOR A CERTIFICATE
OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE 
AND NECESSITY
TO PROVIDE RESOLD AND 
FACILITIES
BASED LOCAL EXCHANGE, 
INTEREXCHANGE
AND DATA TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS
SERVICES WITHIN THE 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR CERTIFICATE OF 
CONVENIENCE AND NE-
CESSITY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that OzarksGo, LLC, d/b/a 
OzarksGo has filed an Appli-
cation, pursuant to 17 O.S. 
§ 131 et seq., OAC 165:55, 
and OAC 165:56, seeking a 
Certificate of Convenience 
and Necessity authorizing it 
to provide competitive local 
exchange, interexchange, 
and data telecommunications 
service on a facilities-based 
and resold basis within the 
State of Oklahoma initially 
limited to the areas served 
by: (i) Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone d/b/a AT&T Oklahoma, 
formerly d/b/a SBC Oklaho-
ma and formerly known as 
Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company; (ii) Valor Tele-
communications of Texas, 
LP – OK d/b/a Windstream 
Communications Southwest, 
Windstream Oklahoma, LLC, 
Oklahoma Windstream, LLC, 
formerly General Telephone 
Company of the Southwest, 
Inc.; and (iii) CenturyTel of 
Northwest Arkansas, LLC 
d/b/a CenturyLink.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that any person desiring to 
file an objection to the Appli-
cation must do so within thir-

ty (30) days from the date of 
first publication of this Notice. 
Objections must be filed with 
the Court Clerk at the Oklaho-
ma Corporation Commission, 
Room 130, Jim Thorpe Office 
Building, 2101 North Lincoln 
Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 
73105, and served on coun-
sel for OzarksGo, LLC, and 
on any intervenors.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that if no objections are 
timely filed, the Commission, 
without hearing, shall issue 
such orders and grant such 
relief, if any, as it deems fair, 
just, reasonable, and lawful in 
the premises, whether or not 
specifically requested in the 
Application.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that additional information 
concerning this Cause may 
be obtained by contacting 
Michael T. Torrone, Logan & 
Lowry, LLP, 101 South Wilson 
Street, P. O. Box 558, Vinita, 
OK 74301, (918) 256-7511, 
or Kimberly C. Snyder, Dep-
uty General Counsel, Oklaho-
ma Corporation Commission, 
Room 40, 2101 North Lincoln 
Boulevard, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 73105, (405) 522-
1010.
LPXLP
Published in the Durant 
Democrat 11/24/2018 & 
12/01/2018
PUBLIC NOTICE
BEFORE THE CORPORA-
TION COMMISSION OF 
OKLAHOMA
CAUSE NO. PUD 201800145
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
APPLICATION OF
WAVE RURAL CONNECT, 
LLC, FOR A
CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC 
CONVENIENCE AND
BASED LOCAL EXCHANGE, 
INTEREXCHANGE
AND DATA TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS
SERVICES WITHIN THE 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR CERTIFICATE OF 
CONVENIENCE AND
NECESSITY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that WAVE Rural Connect, 
LLC, has filed an Application, 
pursuant to 17 0.S. § 131 et 
seq., OAC 165:55, and OAC 

165:56, seeking a Certificate 
of Convenience and Neces-
sity authorizing it to provide 
competitive local exchange, 
interexchange, and data tele-
communications service on 
a facilities-based and resold 
basis within the State of Okla-
homa initially limited to the 
areas served by: (i) South-
western Bell Telephone d/b/a 
AT&T Oklahoma, formerly 
d/b/a SBC Oklahoma and for-
merly known as Southwest-
ern Bell Telephone Company; 
and (ii) Valor Telecommunica-
tions of Texas, LP - OK d/b/a 
Windstream Communica-
tions Southwest, Windstream 
Oklahoma, LLC, Oklahoma 
Windstream, LLC, formerly 
General Telephone Company 
of the Southwest, Inc.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that any person desiring 
to file an objection to the 
Application must do so with-
in thirty (30) days from the 
date of first publication of 
this Notice. Objections must 
be filed with the Court Clerk 
at the Oklahoma Corporation 
Commission, Room 130, Jim 
Thorpe Office Building, 2101 
North Lincoln Blvd., Okla-
homa City, OK 73105, and 
served on counsel for WAVE 
Rural Connect, LLC, and on 
any intervenors.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that if no objections are 
timely filed, the Commission, 
without hearing, shall issue 
such orders and grant such 
relief, if any, as it deems fair, 
just, reasonable, and lawful in 
the premises, whether or not 
specifically requested in the 
Application.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN that additional information 
concerning this Cause may 
be obtained by contacting 
Michael T. Torrone, Logan & 
Lowry, LLP, 101 South Wilson 
Street, P.
O. Box 558, Vinita, OK 74301, 
(918) 256-7511, or Kimberly 
C. Snyder, Deputy General 
Counsel, Oklahoma Corpo-
ration Commission, Room 
40, 2101 North Lincoln Bou-
levard, Oklahoma. City, Okla-
homa 73105, (405) 522-1010.
LPXLP

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

classifieds
LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 

DEADLINES
TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
THURSDAY Noon WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY Noon FRIDAY

ADVERTISERS, PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADS
Any errors must be reported to our office no later than noon the 
day following the first insertion. In no event does the Durant Dem-
ocrat assume liability in excess of the cost of the ads in error.

5 EASY WAYS TO PLACE  
YOUR AD WITH US

CALL: 580-634-2151    FAX: 580-924-0962
EMAIL: customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

STOP BY: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK
MAIL: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK 74701

WRITE YOUR AD HERE (approximately 20 letters per line)

DurantDemocrat

RUCKER FARM
PRODUCE

Buying - Sell  
Crack Pecans

3-Step Pecan 
Cracking .35¢/LB  
Large Paper Shell Pecans 

(NEW CROP)
Home Style Peanut Brittle, 
Salsa, Honey, Mixed Nuts, 
East Texas Sweet Potatoes 

123 N. Franklin
Downtown Colbert, OK

580-296-2323

NOW OPEN
FOR SEASON

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom, Country 
living in town. Total 

electric, all 
appliances, water, 

sewer, garbage, pest 
control included. 
Monthly $650 

49th Street

580-924-2822
60734091

580-775-3623
580-924-9290

60716169

CAPITAL AVAILABLE 
FOR BUSINESS,
COMMERCIAL  

& VENTURE CAPITAL.
$50,000 UP.

Call 580-509-5000  
or write

Jones and Jones  
Financial Service

348 W Maple Lane
Atoka, Ok 74525

John’s 
Tractor 
Work

Driveways and Roads
Dirt and Gravel

Mobile Home Pads
Tractor Work 
Brush Hogging

Haul Scrap Metal
580-740-1913

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
HHH What you feel and 
what you think don’t really 
coincide with what you are 
being told. You might want to 
express your opinion and see 
what happens. Tonight: Host a 
spontaneous party.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
HHHHH You might not have 
expected to glimpse nirvana 
this weekend. Whether you’re 
single or attached, it appears 
that Cupid is in your neigh-
borhood. You are likely to be 
grazed by his arrow. Tonight: 

Your imagination runs wild.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHH You might need to cozy 
up at home. You’ve had a very 
hectic schedule as of late, and 
likely need some downtime. 
In fact, if you do not need to 
leave your home, don’t. To-
night: Choose a stress-buster.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHH You could be over-
whelmed by calls, inquiries 
and all the potential plans that 
surround you. You will feel 
overloaded until you commit 
to a set plan. Be reasonable in 
making a request of a friend 
or neighbor. Tonight: Avoid 
feeding into gossip.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
HHH You have an undeni-
able charm that draws many 
people toward you. It seems 
like they feel as if you have 
something they don’t. You 
are simply more poised and 
willing to take more risks, or at 
least so it seems. Tonight: Let 
the fun begin.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
HHHH You could have a 
difficult time deciding what to 

do, as others seem to be in the 
mood to join you in whatever 
you do. You might not want 
people around, as your plans 
could be quite personal. 
Tonight: Accept an offer.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
HHH You might prefer to 
have a quiet day at home by 
yourself. You have paid a toll 
this week, as you seem to 
have been everywhere and 
pitched in when needed. 
Tonight: Be mysterious and 
unfindable.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHH Emphasize your friend-
ships and your goals. You 
might be quite content to just 
kick back and relax at home, 
as you have been very busy 
trying to achieve a key goal. 
Smile and stay open to what 
others have to say.. Tonight: 
Where you are, a party erupts.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) 
HHH You could feel pres-
sured by what you think you 
should do, and might focus 
on that instead of pursuing 
what you really want to do. You 

will have plenty of energy and 
an opportunity to visit with 
someone who lives quite a 
distance away. Tonight: Reach 
out to a close loved one.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)
HHH Be willing to read 
between the lines when deal-
ing with a friend at a distance. 
This person looks at life much 
differently from how you do. 
As a result, both of you gain 
understanding from your 
conversations. Tonight: Opt 
for the unusual.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18)
HHHHH You might wonder 
what is going on with a close 
friend or associate. Your 
perspective changes radi-
cally when you opt to have an 
important talk. Staying in 
sync, or at least understand-
ing where the other person is 
coming from, is key. Tonight: 
Paint the town red.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20)
HHHHH Defer to others, 
especially a key partner. You 

might not feel as if this person 
truly understands where you 
are coming from, but you’ll 

still want to let him or her to 
take the lead for now. Tonight: 
Be open to a suggestion.

HOROSCOPES

WORD SLEUTH ANSWERS:
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Published in the Durant 
Democrat 12/01/2018 and 
12/08/2018.
ALIAS NOTICE OF SHER-
IFF’S SALE
Case No. CJ-2017-186
TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
AND TO PERSONS OR OTH-
ER ENTITIES AND THEIR 
UNKNOWN SUCCESSORS 
HAVING AN INTEREST IN 
THE HEREIN DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY WHICH SPECIF-
ICALLY INCLUDES, WITH-
OUT LIMITATION, THE FOL-
LOWING:
LAURENCE BRAD SCHOOL-
CRAFT, JR.
MARY E. SCHOOLCRAFT
UNKNOWN SPOUSE, IF 
ANY, OF MARY E. SCHOOL-
CRAFT
STATE OF OKLAHOMA, EX 
REL. OKLAHOMA TAX COM-
MISSION
UNKNOWN TENANT, IF 
ANY, OF 151 MARY STREET, 
KENEFIC, OKLAHOMA 
74748
THE ABOVE-SPECIFIED 
AND ALL OTHER PERSONS 
OR ENTITIES AND THEIR 
UNKNOWN SUCCESSORS 
HAVING AN INTEREST IN 
THE HEREIN DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY WHOSE ACTU-
AL ADDRESS IN UNKNOWN 
ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED OF 
THE FOLLOWING SHER-
IFF’S SALE.
Notice is hereby given that on 
the 11 day of January, 2019 at 
10 o’clock A.M., at the Court-
house in Bryan County, Okla-
homa, the undersigned Sheriff 
of said Bryan County will offer 
for sale and sell for cash at 
public auction, to the highest 
and best bidder therefore, with 
appraisement, all that certain 
real estate which has been 
duly appraised at $60,000.00, 
to wit:
LOTS ELEVEN (11) AND 
TWELVE (12), OF BLOCK 
THIRTY (30), IN THE TOWN 
OF KENEFIC, TO BRYAN 
COUNTY, STATE OF OKLA-
HOMA, ACCORDING TO 
THE RECORDED PLAT 
THEREOF; TOGETHER 
WITH THE MOBILE HOME 
ATTACHED THERETO BE-
ING A 2010 CHAMPION, 
MODEL CHF139,52’ X 26’8”, 
SERIAL NO. 124-000-H-
013418AB.
Property Address: 151 Mary 
Street
Kenefic, Oklahoma 74748
subject to taxes, tax sales, 
expenses for preservation of 
the involved real estate, prior 
mortgages and liens
and redemption rights, if any.
Said sale will be made pur-
suant to an Alias Special Ex-
ecution and Order of Sale 
duly issued upon a judgment 
entered in the District Court 
of Bryan County, Oklahoma, 
in the above-numbered case 
wherein WestStar Mortgage 
Corporation is Plaintiff and 
those persons or entities set 
forth above are Defendants.

SHERIFF OF BRYAN COUN-
TY
By: /s/Johnny Christian #01
W. Brent Kelley
KELLEY & TAYLOR, P.C.
6 N.E. 63rd Street, Suite 400
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Telephone: (405) 848-6803
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/01/2018.
ORDINANCE NO. 1869 - AP-
PROVING AND ADOPTING 
THE PROJECT HICKORY 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT PLAN PURSU-
ANT TO THE OKLAHOMA 
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 
ACT; DESIGNATING AND 
ADOPTING PROJECT AREA 
AND INCREMENT DISTRICT 
BOUNDARIES; CONFIRM-
ING THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A DATE FOR THE CRE-
ATION OF INCREMENT DIS-
TRICT NO. 3, CITY OF DU-
RANT; ADOPTING CERTAIN 
FINDINGS; AUTHORIZING 
THE DURANT INDUSTRI-
AL AUTHORITY TO CARRY 
OUT AND ADMINISTER THE 
PROJECT PLAN; ESTAB-
LISHING A TAX APPORTION-
MENT FUND; DECLARING 
APPORTIONED FUNDS TO 
BE SPECIAL FUNDS OF 
THE DURANT INDUSTRIAL 
AUTHORITY; AUTHORIZING 
THE USE OF INCREMENT 
REVENUES FOR THE PAY-
MENT OF CERTAIN PROJ-
ECT COSTS; AUTHORIZING 
THE CITY OF DURANT TO 
CARRY OUT CERTAIN PRO-
VISIONS OF THE PROJECT 
PLAN; RATIFYING AND CON-
FIRMING THE ACTIONS, 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND 
FINDINGS OF THE DURANT 
– SALEM TUBE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
AND THE CITY OF DURANT 
PLANNING COMMISSION; 
DIRECTING CONTINUING 
APPORTIONMENT; PROVID-
ING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
AND DECLARING AN EMER-
GENCY
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/01/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY, STATE 
OF OKLAHOMA
NO. PB-18-103
In the Matter of the Estate of
JAMES ALFRED CLEMENT, 
Deceased
ORDER FOR HEARING PE-
TITION FOR PROBATE OF 
FOREIGN WILL
Now, on this 27 day of No-
vember, 2018, there having 
been filed in this Court an in-
strument purporting to be an 
authenticated copy of the Last 
Will and Testament of James 
Alfred Clement, Deceased, as 
admitted to probate in Cause 
No. 2017-393P in the Coun-
ty Court in and for Grayson 
County, Texas, on November 
28,2017, together with an au-
thenticated copy of the Order 

Admitting Will to Probate, with 
Petition that the same be ad-
mitted to probate, that Letters 
Testamentary be issued to 
Patsy R. Clement, and that the 
identity of all heirs, devisees 
and legatees of the Decedent 
be determined for purposes 
of filing waivers or consents 
herein as permitted by law.
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED 
that the Petition be, and here-
by is, set for hearing before 
this Court at the location of 
Bryan County District Court, 
402 West Evergreen, Durant, 
Oklahoma 74701, in Durant, 
Bryan County, Oklahoma, 
on the 17 day of December, 
2018, at 9:30 o’clock a.m.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
that notice of the hearing be 
given by publication in one 
issue of the Durant Daily 
Democrat, whose address 
is 200 West Beech, Durant, 
Oklahoma 74701; telephone 
# 580-924-4388, a newspaper 
printed and published in Bryan 
County, at least ten (10) days 
prior to the date of the hearing, 
and that notice be given by 
mail to the heirs, devisees and 
legatees at their places of res-
idence, all as required by law.
/s/ Mark Campbell
Judge of the District Court
William Riley Nix
717 North. Crockett Street
Sherman, Texas 75090
Telephone: 903-870-0212
Fax: 903-870-0109
Oklahoma State Bar No. 
011687
SCOTT PELLEY, P.C.
717 North Crockett Street
Sherman, Texas 75090
Telephone: 903/964-0852
Telecopier: 903/487-0273
Scott Pelley 
State Bar No. 15732300
Jacob Pelley
State Bar No. 24071120
ATTORNEYS FOR PETI-
TIONER
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/01/2018.
Public Hearing Notification
Board of Adjustment Case: 
BOA2018-04
A public hearing will be held 
before the City of Durant 
Board of Adjustment for a 
variance. The applicant, 
Shane Knight has requested 
a variance from the Durant 
Municipal Code §157.060 
(Metal Buildings and Building 
Facades) for property located 
at 402 Westside Drive and le-
gally described as follows:
A tract of land situated in the 
Southwest Quarter (SW/4) of 
Section 30, Township 6 South, 
Range 9 East of the Indian 
Base and Meridian, Bryan 
County, Oklahoma, more par-
ticularly described by tracts as 
follows: TRACT 1: Beginning 
at a point that bears North 00° 
03’ 11” East 1051.25 feet and 
North 89°56’49” East 876.75 
feet from the Southwest cor-
ner of said Section 30; Thence 
North 57°30’30” East 469.05 

feet measured, 468.00 feet 
record; Thence along a curve 
to the left having a radius 
of 184.32 feet for a length 
of 3.92 feet measured, 12.0 
feet record; Thence South 
81°07’43” East 231.33 feet to 
the West Right of way of U.S. 
Highway 69/75; Thence along 
said Right of Way and a curve 
to the right having a radius 
of 1332.4 feet for a length of 
381.7. feet measured, 388.95 
feet record; Thence South 
54°20’00” West measured, 
South 53°54’02” West, record 
150.7 feet; Thence South 
60°03’00” West, measured 
South 60°41’42” West record 
111.24 feet; Thence North 
34°24’24” West 194.19 feet to 
the point of beginning.
TRACT II:
Beginning at a point that bears 
North 00°03’11” East 1051.25 
feet and North 89°56’49” East 
876.75 feet from the South-
west corner of said Section 
30; Thence South 34°24’24” 
East 194.19 feet; Thence 
South 60°03’00” West mea-
sured, South 60°41’41” West 
record 58.76 feet to the West 
Right of Way of U.S. High-
way 69/75; Thence along 
said Right of Way and a 
curve to the left having a ra-
dius of 658.0 feet for length 
of 176.63 feet; Thence North 
71°00’48” West 226.52 feet; 
Thence along a curve to the 
right having a radius of 339.87 
feet for a length of 143.24 feet 
measured, 139.83 feet record; 
Thence North 57°28’04” East 
232.44 feet to the point of be-
ginning, LESS AND EXCEPT 
a tract of land described as 
Beginning North 00°03’11” 
East 1051.25 feet North 
89°56’49” East 876.75 feet 
and South 57°28’04” West 
132.26 feet from the South-
west Corner of said Section 
30; Thence South 34°45’35” 
East 199.05 feet to a point 
on the West Right of Way of 
U.S. Highway 69/75; Thence 
along said Right of Way and a 
curve to the left having a ra-
dius of 658.0 feet for a length 
of 104.49 feet; Thence North 
71°00’ 48” West 226.52 feet; 
Thence along a curve to the 
right having a radius of 339.87 
feet for a length of 143.34 feet; 
Thence North 57°28’04” East 
100.18 feet to the point of be-
ginning;
Tract III:
Commencing from the North-
west corner of the SW/4 of 
said Section 30; Thence South 
00 degrees 03 minutes 11 
seconds West 1099.27 feet; 
Thence South 89 degrees 
32 minutes 26 seconds East 
40.0 feet; Thence continuing 
Easterly along said line a dis-
tance of 422.83 feet; Thence 
South 89 degrees 54 minutes 
49 seconds East 891.87 feet; 
Thence continuing Easterly 
along said fine a distance of 
68.36 feet to the point of be-
ginning; Thence continuing 

Easterly along said line a dis-
tance of 227.09 feet to a point 
on the West Right of Way of 
U.S. Highway 69/75; Thence 
along said Right of Way South 
28 degrees 43 minutes 00 
seconds West 306.28 feet;. 
Thence North 81 degrees 07 
minutes 43 seconds West 
231.33 feet; Thence along a 
curve to the left having a ra-
dius of 184.32 feet for a length 
of 88.27 feet measured 92.19 
feet record; Thence North 28 
degrees 43 minutes 00 sec-
onds East 190.5 feet to the 
point of beginning; 
The public hearing will be held 
at the City of Durant City Hall, 
300 W. Evergreen St. at 6:00 
p.m. on December 20, 2018.
You are being notified as a 
requirement of the City of 
Durant Municipal Code. This 
notification will allow you an 
opportunity to express your 
views or concerns regarding 
the above-described peti-
tion. All interested persons 
are encouraged to attend the 
public hearing and express 
their opinions regarding this 
petition. If you are unable to 
attend, but wish to have your 
opinions made a part of the 
public record, please send 
your letter to the following ad-
dress no later than December 
17, 2018
Community Development De-
partment
300 W. Evergreen St.
Durant, OK, 74701
Or email at planning@durant.
org
The application is on file for 
public examination in the 
Community Development 
office. For additional infor-
mation, please contact the 
Community Development De-
partment at (580) 931-6610. 
Please reference the petition 
number when requesting in-
formation.
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 12/01/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
FA-18-29
In the Matter of the Adoption of
C.L.R.P. date of birth 10/07/04
minor child.
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
TO: Nathan Jerome Pace
The Respondent, will take 
notice that he has been sued 
in the above-named Court by 
the Petitioners above-named, 
Dustin Potts and Tracy Potts, 
husband and wife, for adop-
tion, without the consent of 
the Natural Father, of the 
above named minor child and 
that unless he/they answer 
the Petition for adoption, with-
out the consent of the Natural 
Father on or before the 20 day 
of December, 2018, at 9:00 
a.m. o’clock the allegations 
set forth in said Petition will be 
taken as confessed and judg-
ment rendered accordingly.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and affixed the seal of said 
District Court this 30th day of 
November, 2018.

/s/ Mark Campbell
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
JEREMY S. ELLIOTT, OBA 
#19799
325 West Evergreen
Durant, OK 74701
(580) 924-7878
Attorney for Petitioner
LPXLP

classifieds
LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 

DEADLINES
TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
THURSDAY Noon WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY Noon FRIDAY

DurantDemocrat

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

Are you 
reading this? 

Your competitor 
is too.

ADVERTISE WITH US! 
580.634.2151

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

HELP WANTED

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

&
SUBMIT YOUR AD EARLY 
FOR MAXIMUM RESULT

Introducing Our 3 Day Package Deal
INCLUDES: 

• 10% Off Total Price.
• Publishes 3 Editions (Sat, Tues, Thur) in the 

Durant Democrat.
• Also includes Submission into 

Bryan County Weekly 
• Coverage totaling 5500 households

Submit your Ad today, call 634-2151 or email us 
at customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

**Price based on word count (16-word min., $15.12 min)

Durant Democrat now publishes on Tuesday, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.

Timber 
ridge 

ApArTmenTs

Ask about our 
1, 2 & 3 

Bedrooms!
551 Wilson St
580-924-1222

60
73

39
99

Liberty Gun Safe
Holds up to 24 long rifles, 4 
pistols in door, and room for 
documents and ammo.
Asking $400
580-740-1913

FOR SALE

Dedicated Run Fill-In Driver 
Needed
Guaranteed Weekly Check 
From $700-$1200 per/wk
Required: No Felonies, Class 
A CDL, Clean Driving Record, 
2yrs Recent Driving experi-
ence Required
Call 9034958422

Appliance Services,
Parts, Sales,

580-931-9988
Affordable Major
Appliance Repair

Durant & Surrounding 
Areas

YARD SALES

Red Samsung
Front Loading Washer and 
Dryer
w/ pedestals
Used Less than 1 year.
Pd $2700 asking $1100.
Still has 3 year warranty
(580) 239-8279

Living Estate Sale Dr. Pat 
Dunham 113 Pecan St., Du-
rant, OK
Nov 29- 1-6pm, Nov 30-Dec 
1- 8am-5pm Dec 2- 12-5pm
Antiques, Coca-Cola, furni-
ture, outdoor items

80 Acres
3 bed/2 bath, 2 car garage
shop, barn, 2 ponds, 2 car-
ports, cellar, den
rural & well water
$365,000
580-775-0595

FOR SALE BY OWNER

HOUSE FOR RENT

For rent or Sale
3 Bedroom 1 Bath w/appliances
123 Kenefic st, Kenefic, OK
$500/Month $500/Deposit
5805792864

YARD SALE
Corner of 3rd and Washing-
ton, Calera
Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Published in the Durant Democrat 12/01/2018.

THE CITY OF DURANT
Office of Community Development

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING PC2018-25

On November 16, 2018 HNP Land Holdings, LLC filed an 
application requesting approval of a rezoning from the C-2 
Highway Commercial & Commercial Recreation District to 
the R-1 Single Family Residential District for property located 
West of North 1st Street and North of Gail Farrell. Durant and 
more particularly described as;
A part of the Southeast Quarter of the Nottheast Quarter of 
Section 20, Township 6 South, Range 9 East of the Indian 
Base and Meridian, in Bryan County, Oklahoma, more partic-
ularly described as follows: Beginning at a point 899.05 feet 
South of the Northeast Corner of the SE/4 NE/4 of Said Sec-
tion 20, for the Point of Beginning; Thence West 635.0 feet; 
Thence South 120.94 feet; Thence North 78 degrees 56 min-
utes 35 seconds East 20.42 feet; Thence Notth 89 degrees 
44 minutes 49 seconds East 615.0 feet along the Right of 
Way; Thence North 115.10 feet to the trne point of beginning, 
less and except the East 250 feet thereof.
Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held re-
garding the above-described application. The Durant Plan-
ning Commission will conduct the hearing in the Roscoe J. 
Hatfield Council Chambers of Durant City hall, 300 West Ev-
ergreen Street, Durant, Oklahoma at 5:30p.m. on Tuesday 
December 18, 2018. Interested parties are encouraged to at-
tend the Public Hearing and are invited to provide additional 
information as well as express concerns pertaining to said 
application.
Contingent upon the recommendation of the Durant Munic-
ipal Planning Commission, PC2018-25 will be considered 
by the Durant City Council in the Roscoe J. Hatfield Council 
Chambers, Durant City Hall, 300 West Evergreen Street, Du-
rant, Oklahoma at during the regular scheduled meeting that 
begins at 6:00p.m. on January 08, 2019.
Written comments and/or protest regarding this case may 
be submitted for the record by December 12, 2018.. All writ-
ten comments 
may be emailed 
to planning@
durant.org or 
mailed to:
Community De-
velopment De-
partment
P.O. Box 578
Durant, OK 
74702
Darla Smith, 
Secretary
Durant Planning 
Commission
LPXLP

HELP WANTED 
Accounting/Quick 

Books/AP-AR/Office
Pay and benefits are 
commensurate with 

experience
DanWell Companies

580-920-5955
E-mail resume to 

mmanzo@danwellcompanies.com
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Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS  

FOR SALE OR LEASE

FOR LEASE
900 SF office space located inside building at 200 W. Beech, Durant.

FOR SALE OR LEASE
Building and small office, plus 

fenced in yard located at 302 N 
49th.  $225,000. Owner  

financing available. 
17-ACRE ESTATE HOME FOR SALE
(Durant City Limits) 2267 Folsom Rd.

UNDER 
CONTRACT

HOME FOR SALE
3BR, 2.5 Bath home at 
2196 N. 49th St.,  
sits on 2 lots, $298,500.

Felonies filed
Kandice D’Ann Owen, 33, 

Bokchito, DUI.
Sindjia M. Austring-Gossett, 

47, Caddo, second-degree 
burglary.

Hope Reane Harrington, 31, 
Calera, second-degree 
burglary.

Arthur Gale Kirby, 48, Sulphur, 
DUI.

Whitney J. Hollifield, 27, Mes-
quite, Texas, fugitive from 
justice.

Anthony Paul Owens, 33, 
Mesquite, Texas, falsely 
personate another to create 
liability.

William Nelson Compere, 40, 
Durant, uttering a forged 
instrument.

Kimberly Varner Golden, 31, 
Mead, grand larceny.

Krystal Nicole Weaver, 32, 
Durant, grand larceny.

Michael Ray Ham, 29, Durant, 
unauthorized use of a 
vehicle.

Travis James West, 23, Calera, 
unauthorized use of a 
vehicle.

Wayne Alexander Warren, 29, 
Madill, knowingly concealing 
stolen property.

Howard Author Endlsey, 46, 
Durant, failure to comply 
with sex offender registra-
tion act.

Matthew Ryan Burson, 27, 
Abilene, Texas, fugitive from 
justice.

George Raymond Gowen, 56, 
Colbert, possession of a 
firearm after former felony 
conviction.

Bobby Eugene McDade, 34, 
Calera, escaping from De-
partment of Corrections. 

Felonies disposed
Denise Rachelle Warren, 

35, Mountain Grove, Mo., 
possession of methamphet-
amine, no contest, five-year 
deferred sentence.

Curtis Wayne Gray, 32, Celeste, 
Texas, possession of a 
firearm after former felony 
conviction, case dismissed 
on state’s motion.

Frank Darrell Gregory, 54, Blue, 
assault and battery on a cor-
rections officer, no contest, 
10-year sentence with last 
five years suspended.

Shawn Michael Hendrix, 23, 
Durant, possession of a 
firearm after former felony 
conviction, five-year sus-
pended sentence.

Brandon Ray Delozier, 37, 
Durant, assault and battery 
with a dangerous weap-
on, no contest, five-year 
deferred sentence.

Denise Anne Kinney, 48, Sher-
man, Texas, DUI, no contest, 
two-year deferred sentence.

Kyle Anthony Pope, 25, Calera, 

assault with a dangerous 
weapon, no contest, five-
year deferred sentence.

Marietta Joanne Hall, 31, 
Durant, falsely personate 
another to create liability, 
pleaded guilty, five-year 
deferred sentence upon 
completion of drug court.

Dorothy Alexander, 57, Durant, 
possession of methamphet-
amine with intent to dis-
tribute, no contest, 10-year 
suspended sentence.

Monica Rae Brittingham, 41, 
Boswell, DUI, no contest, 
seven-year deferred sen-
tence.

Christopher L. Reynolds, 21, 
Durant, knowingly con-
cealing stolen property, no 
contest, one-year suspend-
ed jail sentence.

Eddie Lee Cobb Jr., 53, Durant, 
larceny of an automobile, no 
contest, five-year suspend-
ed sentence.

Misdemeanor DUIs
Sarah Frances Davidson, 39, 

Hugo.
Brandon Renard Ford, 29, 

Durant.
Michelle Renae Wilhite, 49, 

Durant.
Trustin Hollis Munson, 46, 

Bennington.
Harlan Eugene Smith, 48, 

Sherman, Texas.
Eleanor Lea Samuels, 50, 

Talihina.
Joshua Kenneth Meade, 28, 

Colbert.
Larry Scott Rawls, 48, Durant.

Misdemeanor bogus 
checks
Teresa L. Holley, 41, Soper.

Marriage licenses
Richard Glenn Gonzales, 46, 

and Haley Dawn Stokes, 50.
Alexander Thomas Scuffham, 

24, and Bridget Danielle 
Riddle, 18.

David Ray Holt, 49, and Pru-
dence Dell Sullivan, 47.

Alan Lee Perry, 58, and Debbie 
Jean Gilmore, 59.

John Kirk Wyatt, 39, and Alyssa 
Michelle Willie, 28.

Michael Ray Arnold, 47, and 
Carrie Lynn Anderson, 48.

Divorces filed
Douglas Enock Nyabwari vs. 

Landyn Kathleen Taylor.
Lorraine Price vs. Jenni 

Dawson.
Amanda Louise Stephens vs. 

Johnny Chase Stephens.
Jennifer Bohanan vs. Eli Wesley 

Bohanan.
Tabitha Ford vs. Michael 

Bergdoll.
Katelyn Rosemary Stowers vs. 

Kameron Ryan Stowers.
Darla Jean Dollar vs. David 

Brent Dollar.
Kathy A. Bench vs. Ivan C. 

Bench.

Divorces granted
Shirley Ann Stewart vs. James 

Daniel Stewart.
Jonathan W. Hibdon vs., Chero-

kee Sunrise Hibdon.
Kevin Jay Fincher vs. Cyntheia 

Lanell Fincher.
Lora Lynn Swan vs. Harry Van 

White.
William Travis Cross vs. Sierra 

Dawn Cross.
Autumn Marie Collier vs. Cory 

L. Collier.
Andrea Lockler vs. Monte 

Justin Lockler.
Danna Lynne Ernandez vs. 

Barry Neal Ernandez.
Hope Leann Thornton vs. 

Darren Thornton.
Angela Renee Louis vs. Kelli 

Shiloh Louis.

Small claims filed
Bentbridge LLC vs. Tyler Shel-

by, eviction.
Bell Finance vs. Dustin Black-

well, money judgment.
Four Pines LLC vs. Porsha 

Watkins, eviction.
Cantrell & Cantrell Investments 

vs. Jeffery Robertson and 
Rosa Robertson, eviction.

Jimmy Derrell Smith vs. Donna 
Reed, eviction.

Security Finance vs. Tam-
mie Lynn Dooley, money 
judgment.

Security Finance vs. Mandi 
Bridges, money judgment.

Security Finance vs. Jon 
Daniel Cunningham, money 
judgment.

Trinity Multifamily vs. Caitlyn 
Matheson, eviction.

Civils filed
JHPDE Finance 1 vs. Jason Ray 

Childers, indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Mary E. 

Schoolcraft, indebtedness.
Durant H.M.A. vs. Ramon Leija, 

indebtedness.
Vision Bank vs. Justin Zachary 

and Lane Majors, replevin.
Cendera Bank vs. Donald Cun-

ningham, Jamie Edwards 
and unknown heirs, replevin.

TD Auto Finance vs. Nicholas 
Foresman, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Ginia White, 
indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Kasey Patter-
son, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Rebecca 
Adams, indebtedness.

Midland Funding vs. Crystal 
Grody, indebtedness.

Cascade Capital vs. Harvia M. 
Terrell, indebtedness.

Portfolio Recovery Association 
vs. Alicia Mead, indebted-
ness.

Jefferson Capital Systems vs. 
Frank Kelli, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Dylan Co-
chran, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Angel Wil-
liams, indebtedness.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Jonathan 

Rhodes, indebtedness.
JHPDE Finance 1 vs Paula De-

nise Stanglin, indebtedness.
SE Feeders vs. Anthony Jones 

and Ivanhoe Store, indebt-
edness.

Portfolio Recovery Association 
vs. Jennifer Potts, indebt-
edness.

Portfolio Recovery Association 
vs. Jon Fisher, indebtedness.

Civils disposed
Durant H.M.A. vs. Danna Stew-

art, indebtedness, judgment 
for plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Dale Ross 
Brown, indebtedness, judg-
ment for plaintiff.

Jean Mobbs vs. Estate of 
James Gauthier, indebted-
ness, dismissed.

Capital One Bank vs. Tasha 
Harris, indebtedness, 
dismissed.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Brittany 
Wells, indebtedness, judg-
ment for plaintiff.

Jefferson Capital Systems vs. 
Kathy M. Kelley, indebted-
ness, dismissed.

Absolute Resolution Corp. vs. 
Jesica D. Lockler, indebted-
ness, judgment for plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Jackie Sham-
sollallahi, indebtedness, 
judgment for plaintiff.

Discover Bank vs. Larry A. 
Crites, indebtedness, judg-
ment for plaintiff.

Jefferson Capital Systems 
vs. Merritt Dell Greenman, 
indebtedness, judgment for 
plaintiff.

OneMain Financial Group vs. 
Michelle L. Brown, indebted-
ness, judgment for plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Jessica 
Reese and Clifford Reese, 
indebtedness, judgment for 
plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Kris Stepp, 
indebtedness, judgment for 
plaintiff.

Durant H.M.A. vs. Lavonda 
Gayle Burns, indebtedness, 
judgment for plaintiff.

Cavalry SPV I vs. Chad Allan 
Chapman, indebtedness, 
judgment for plaintiff.

Cavalry SPV I vs. Lauren Ashlyn 
Davenport, indebtedness, 

dismissed.
Discover Bank vs. Mike Rhodes, 

indebtedness, judgment for 
plaintiff.

National Collegiate Student 
Loan vs. Dana Gould, indebt-
edness, dismissed.

Cantrell & Cantrell Investment 
vs. Mark Stevens, Becky 
Stevens and The Jim and 
Francis Adair Trust, miscella-
neous civils, dismissed.

JP Morgan Chase Bank vs. 
Alecs Corey Cook and 
Holly C. Higgins, foreclosure, 
dismissed.

Deutsche Bank Trust Co. 
vs. Daniel Lee Clark and 
Penny L. Clark, foreclosure, 
dismissed.

Glenn Davis vs. Barbara Robin-
son, automobile negligence, 
dismissed.

L.R. Northcutt vs. David Shane 
Northcutt, conversion, 
judgment for plaintiff.

Public records from Bryan 
County Court Clerk’s computer

COURT RECORDS

Parade of Homes to be held Sunday
It’s finally here. The 

Annual Parade of  Homes 
is this Sunday.

Homes on the tour 
will be open for viewing 
from 1-5 p.m. In conjunc-
tion with the Parade of  
Homes, there will be a 
gift show at Opera House 
Coffee, 200 Evergreen 
St., from 12-5 p.m., with 
booths featuring beauty 
products, home decor, 
clothing, and more! Tick-

ets are $10 in advance or 
$12 at the door.

They can be purchased 
from any DESS member, 
as well as at Bliss Bou-
tique, Marie’s, The Medi-
cine Store, Hot Shots, and 
Kopper Kettle, as well 
as from any DESS mem-
ber. Money raised from 
this event goes directly 
back into Bryan Coun-
ty, via a Southeastern 
scholarship, donations to 

county schools, the J127 
Ministry, the Pregnancy 
Center of  Bryan County, 
the Oklahoma Shake-
spearean Festival, as well 
as several other local 
philanthropies.

The homes on the tour 
are as follows: the Clas-
sic Farmhouse owned 
by Scott and Janell Mar-
tin, located at 1566 Bryan 
Road, Durant, the Cot-
tage Style home owned 

by Darlene Zayko, locat-
ed at 301 West Willow, 
Durant, the Traditional 
Colonial home owned 
by Craig and Yalonda 
Rennie and operated as 
“Always Dream Bed & 
Breakfast,” located at 
809 West Elm, Durant, 
and the French-Tusca-
ny Style home owned by 
Bryan and Bridget Wan-
del, located at 3306 Castle 
Court, Durant.

Happy birthday
Happy birthday 
to Ellery George 
who turns 9 today, 
Dec. 1. Ellery’s 
parents are Flavil 
and Donna George. 
Brother is Brandon 
George and sister 
and brother-in-law 
are Cecily and 
Chris Wise. Nieces 
are Raelyn and 
Brooklyn Wise, and 
grandparents are 
Jim and Marilyn 
Lowry and Flavil 
and Linda George.

Birthdays celebrated 
at nutrition center

Photo provided
Four people celebrated their November birthdays on Tues-
day, Nov. 27 at the Senior Nutrition Center. The party was 
sponsored by Pruett’s Food and Victory Home Health and 
Hospice. Pruett’s provided a beautiful balloon bouquet and 
an assortment of cheese and crackers, cookies, and a veg-
etable tray along with gifts for each of the honorees. They 
are from left to right .Barbara West, Coy Slakey, Jack Adams 
and Roy Badger. Victory Home Health and Hospice provides 
a beautiful birthday cake each month. Anyone is welcome to 
attend the Durant Senior Nutrition Center Monday through 
Friday and have lunch and visit with friends.

School board candidates filings to begin
Candidates for the 

Board of  Education in 
Achille, Bennington,-
Boswell, Caddo, Calera, 
Colbert, Durant, Rock 
Creek and Silo Bryan 
County school districts 
file Declarations of  Can-
didacy beginning at 8 
a.m. Monday, Dec. 3.

Kim Norris, Secretary 
of  the Bryan County 
Election Board, said the 
filing period ends at 5 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 5.

The Board of  Educa-
tion positions at stake 

will be filled at the An-
nual School Election 
scheduled Feb.12, 2019. 
If  no candidate receives 
more than 50% of  the 
total votes cast in this 
election, the two candi-
dates receiving the high-
est number of  votes will 
meet in an election on 
Tuesday, April 2, 2019.

Offices for which Dec-
larations of  Candidacy 
will be accepted at the 
County Election Board 
office include the follow-
ing:

Achille I-3 School Dis-
trict—-Office No. 2, (5 yr. 
term of  office.)

Bennington I-40 
School District—-Office 
No. 4, (5 yr term of  Of-
fice)

Boswell I-1 School 
District—-Office No.4,(5 
yr. term), Office No. 4 
(unexpired 2 year term)

Caddo I-5 School Dis-
trict—-Office No. 4 (5 yr. 
term of  office)

Calera I-48 School Dis-
trict—-Office No. 4 (5 yr. 
term of  Office)

Colbert I-4 School Dis-
trict—-Office No. 4,(5 yr. 
term)

Durant I-72 School 
District—-Office No. 4 
,(5 yr. term)

Rock Creek I-2 School 
District—-Office No. 6(4 
yr. term of  office) Office 
No. 7 (4 yr. term)

Silo I-001 School Dis-
trict—-Office No.4 (5 yr. 
term)

Kiamichi Technology 
Center School Dist. No. 
7—-board position No. 5 
which has a 7 yr. Term

POLICE LOG
A cross section of calls to the 

Bryan County Communica-
tions Center

Nov. 28
4:13 a.m. domestic incident 

3700 block of W. Main
5:36 stolen vehicle 8900 

block of 70
6:01 domestic incident 700 

block of S. Fourth
8:35 disturbance 100 block 

of Trout
9:35 burglary 500 block of N. 

Seventh
10:35 domestic incident 600 

block of Beech

11:24 theft 1200 block of W. 
Liveoak

1:53 p.m. threat 1200 block 
of N. 19th

3:01 theft 600 block of Mont-
gomery

3:18 theft 400 block of Sec-
ond, Platter

3:43 theft 700 block of N. 
Service Rd.

5:38 fire 1000 block of 
Chuckwa

7:07 theft 1400 block of 
Mulberry

11:28 prowler 2000 block of 
W. Liveoak

11:41 suspicious activity 200 
block of W. Evergreen, 
Achille

Nov. 29
3:09 a.m. burglary 600 block 

of Montgomery
3:15 suspicious activity 200 

block of S. 12th
7:31 auto burglary 700 block 

of S. Fifth
8:42 unwanted guest 1300 

block of W. Main
9:27 auto burglary 3900 

block of W. Main
11:12 suspicious activity 200 

block of S. Ninth

2:35 p.m. auto burglary 500 
block of Wilson

4:37 suspicious activity 700 
block of W. Texas

5:18 larceny 2400 block of 
W. Main

5:48 domestic incident 1200 
block of Denison

6:50 domestic incident 
100 block of W. Norman, 
Bokchito

7:49 fire 200 block of S.E. 
Fifth

 
From the Durant Police 

Department.



8 • NEWS/RELIGION SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2018 • DURANT DEMOCRAT

Mead Baptist: Kerry Groce, minister. 924-7612. S.s. 9:45 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Discipleship Training 5 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. 
Murray Hill Baptist: S.Ss. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.; and Sun. eve. 5 
p.m. 3 miles East of Colbert on Hwy. 91.
Nida Baptist: Howard Stanley, Pastor. S.s. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Philadelphia Baptist: Ben Jackson, minister. S.5. 2 p.m. Platter 
Baptist: John Heath, Pastor. S.s. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Prairie 
View Missionary Baptist Church: Jim Parrish, pastor. S.s. 10 
a.m.; M.W. 11 a.m.; 2 miles E of Achille on Hwy 78. 434-5777 
Red River Valley Cowboy Church: George Toma,Pastor. 19531 
State R. 70 E. 580-847-2210.2 MilesE. of Albany. Sunday Service 
10 a.m. every Sunday.
Reynolds Chapel Baptist, Bokchito: Greg Thralls, Pastor. S.S. 
10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Roberta Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Bro. Mike Wing ield, 
pastor.
Robinson Baptist: Donald Ford, Pastor. 2 miles East and 2 1/2 
miles South of Caddo. 924-9081. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Silo Baptist Church: Scott Hamilton, pastor. 924-5896. S.S.
9:45 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m.; D.T. 5 p.m.; W.S. 6:30 p.m.; Wed. 
6:30 p.m.
Stone Creek Baptist:  Dennis Pena, Pastor. 580-755-7484 S.S.
9:45 a.m.; S.W. 11 a.m., Sun. eve. 6p.m. Wed 6p.m. 
Streetman Road Baptist: Pastor Jody Shires. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 
10:30 a.m.; Sun. night 6 p.m.; Wed. night 6:30 p.m. University 
Free Will Baptist: 4105 W. University,
Durant. Raymond Coats, Pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.s.
10:50 a.m.; Eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Utica Baptist:  S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Wade Baptist: Charles 
David Williams, minister. S.S.
10 a.m.; W.Ss. 11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. Western 
Meadows Baptist Church: Highway 70 West, Terrell Suggs, 
Pastor.
Western Meadows Baptist Church: Cole Newton, Pastor. 53
Shawna Drive, Durant, Ok.  580-924-6006.
Westside Baptist: Jesse West, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 
a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
St. Williams Catholic: 802 University Blvd., 924-1989;
Sat. Mass 5:30 p.m.; Sun. 11 :30 a.m. Spanish Mass 6:15 p.m.

CHRISTIAN (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
First Christian: 301 N. Third, Durant. 924-5252. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; 
W.S. 10:45 a.m. Andy Shelton, Reverend

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Bokchito Church of Christ: Graham McKay, minister. 580- 
295-3687. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. and Children’s Church 11 a.m.; 
Sun. Eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Caddo Church of Christ: 512-627-6672 Cory Myers, minister.
Bible class 10 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m.; Sun, eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 
p.m.
Calera Church of Christ: Travis Huffman, minister.
580-434-2707. Sunday Worship 9:00 A.M. Sunday Bible Classes
10:00 A.M. 2nd Worship Service 10:50 A.M. Wednesday Service
7:00 P.M.
Mead Church of Christ: C.W. Amlin, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 6 p.m.
Northwest Church of Christ: 1421 Chuckwa Dr., Durant.
924-1366. S.S. 9 a.m.; W.S. 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 7th
& Beech Church of Christ: Minister Layne Heitz.
924-1643. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.s. 10:40 a.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF GOD
Harvest Hour Pentecostal Church of God, Cartwright, Okla: 
J.B. Bourrough, pastor. Rebecca Teeples, Youth Leader. S.S. 
9:45 a.m.;W.S. 10:45 a.m. and Sun eve. 6 p.m. Thurs. Youth 
Service 7:30 p.m.

EPISCOPAL
St. John’s Episcopal: 515 W. Beech, Durant. 924-1332. James 
R. Blagg, minister. W.5. 10 a.m. (nursery provided) Mon, Tues,
Thurs, & Fri Evening Prayer 5:30 p.m., Wed Holy Communion 
5:30 p.m.

GOSPEL
Caddo Full Gospel: Rev. Matt Stubblefield, Pastor. 6B N. Main 
Ave. Worship times: Sun morning 11 a.m., Sun. eve. 6 p.m.; S.S. 
9:45 a.m., Thurs. eve. 7 p.m.
Cathedral of Praise: 1124 W. Alabama, Durant. Sun. W.S. 10:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m.

HISPANA MISSION
Primera Iglesia Bavtista: Alex Benito, Pastor. Servicios: 
Domingo 10 a.m. y 6 p.m., Miercoles 6:30 p.m. Estamos ubicados 
en a esquina de la calle 12 y Alabama. 1124 W. Alabama 580-
920-0008

HOLINESS
Colbert Bible Way Holiness: EA Doty, minister. S.S. 10 
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Full Gospel Lighthouse Bennington: Rev. Carl Dunlap, pastor. 
580-326-3516. Services: Sun. 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN CHURCH Community 
Christian Church of Durant: 5325 University Avenue, two 
blocks west of 49th Street in Durant.  Sunday:  
Coffee & Donuts, 9:00 a.m.; S.S., 9:30 a.m.; W.S., 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday:  Wednesday Night Live -Snack 
Meal, 6:00 p.m.; Bible Classes, 6:30 p.m.   For more info., call 
(580) 745-9247 or visit:  www.cccdurant.org. 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
Jehovah’s Witnesses: Henry Early, minister. Public Discourse 
9:30 a.m.; Watchtower Study 10:30 a.m. 1115 Gates Ave., Durant 
924-1111

LUTHERAN
Our Saviour’s Lutheran ELCA: Pastor Jeff Corson: 1524 W. 
Main, Durant. 924-1309. 9:15am.; W.S. 10:30am.
Faith Lutheran Church: Pastor David Lusk. Assoc. of Free 
Lutheran Congregation. 3802 Washington S.s. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 
10:45 a.m.; Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday of month. 924-9907

METHODIST
Boswell United Methodist: 1 block N. Hwy 70 on 5th St. Lay 
Speakers: Lisa Cody & Christine Hack, S.5. 10 a.m.; 
W.S. 10:45 a.m.

Caddo United Methodist:  John Breon, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Calera United Methodist: Jan Kellogg, pastor. 580-434-5484. 
Adult S.S. 10 a.m. W.S. 11 a.m.
Colbert Methodist: Karen Slater, pastor. 296-2665. S.S. 10 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
First United Methodist: 5400 W. Main, Durant. John Breon, 
Pastor. Jeff Hiller: Assoc. Pastor, Tim Ford Associate Pastor and 
Youth at 11:00 am at Durant and 5:00 pm Youth Service: Kim 
Vincent. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 9 a.m. and 11.

MORMON
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: 505 Sunny 
Meadows Dr., Durant. 924-5936. W.s. 10 a.m.

NAZARENE
Albany Nazarene: 924-3746. S.s. 10 a.m.; W.5. 11 a.m. 
Caddo Church of the Nazarene: Rev. John Kinsey. S.S. 10 
a.m.; Sun. Worship 10:50 a.m.; Even. Worship 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
First Church of the Nazarene: Pastor Brent Smith and wife 
Michelle, S. Ninth and Texas, Durant. 924-0800. S.S 9 a.m.; S.W. 
10 a.m. & 6 p.m.; W. Bible Study. 6:30 p.m. 
New Hope Church of the Nazarene: 1277 Redbud Lane, off
Hwy. 69 N. 924-3050. Clifford Joines, minister. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; 
W.S. 10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Pilgrim Nazarene Church: 2225 Cale Switch, Durant, OK.
580-434-5382. S.S. 9:45 a.m., W.S. 10:30 & 6:00 p.m., Add 
Thursday Service 7pm. Pastor Steve & Connie Snodgrass, Asst
Pastor Clayton & Emily Skiles

PENTECOSTAL
Abundant Life Temple-First Pentecostal Holiness: Chuck 
Barrineau, Pastor. 1307 N. Washington, Durant. 924-5646. 
Sunday: SS, 9:30 a.m. WS, 10:30 a.m.  Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. 
Caddo Pentecostal Holiness: Linda Watson, minister. S.S. 10 
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Cornerstone Full Gospel: 316 N. Main, Caddo, OK. 74720,
Pastor: Russell Horn. 1-469-733-7691. Sun. Morn. 11 a.m. Sun. 
Eve. 6 p.m. Thursday Youth Service 7 p.m. 
Faith Temple Pentecostal Church of God: 928 N. Eighth,
Durant. 580-916-8710. Grady Ford, minister. s.s. 9:45 a.m.; w.s. 11 
a.m.; Sun. night 6:00 p.m; Wed. night 7:00 p.m.
Family Worship Center: Pastor Bob McClough, S.S. 9:30 a.m., 
W.s. 10:30, E.W. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Corner of 5th & Tennessee, 
Durant, OK 775-7202
First Visionary Pentecostal Church: Larry Jackson, pastor.
Hwy 78 Achille, OK. Thus. W.S. 7 p.m. Sun. W.S. 4 p.m.
Glory Bound Pentecostal Church of God: Corner of Main and McKinley 
St., Calera, OK. David & Sandy Ervin, pastors. S.S. 10 a.m.; Sun. Morn 11 
a.m.; Sun. Even. 6 p.m. Wed. Eve Youth Night 7 p.m. 924-5581
Liveoak United Pentecostal Church: 4129 University, Durant.
924-6258. Rev. Lawrence Buller, pastor. W.S. 10 a.m. Sun Eve. 6 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Platter Pentecostal Church: Platter, OK. S.S. 10 a.m., M.W. 
11 a.m.; S.N. 6:30 p.m.; Thur. 7 p.m.; Host Pastor Charles and 
Tammy Wilson, 580-434-7886

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian: 501 N. 15th, Durant. 580-924-0433. S.S. 
9:45 a.m.; W.S. 10:55.
First Presbyterian, Caddo: W.S. 9:30 a.m.; S.S. 10:45 a.m. New 
Bennington Presbyterian: W.S. 9:45 a.m.; S.S. 11:00 a.m. Old 
Bennington Presbyterian: S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11:00 a.m. 
Seventh Day Adventist: Lonnie Carbaugh, pastor, S.S. 9:45 
a.m.; W.S. 11a.m.

OTHER
County Gospel Lighthouse: 1/2 mi. So. of Colberton Old River 
Rd. A full gospel church. W.S. Sun. 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.; W.S. Wed. 7 
p.m.; Pastor B.J. Beal. 580-296-2141.
CrossFire Ministries (Nondenominational): 2804 Rodeo Rd.,
Durant 580-931-6254. Pastor Frankie Hill, Sun. 10:30 a.m.. Wed. 
Bible Study 7 p.m.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

INTERDENOMINATIONAL
Full Gospel Tabernacle, Inc. Headquarters: 106 N. 2nd, 
Hendrix, OK. 74741; PO Box 72, 580-838-2208. Pastor Harry 
White.
Pirtle Community: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 
p.m.
The River: Pastor Dr. John Hollar, professor at and executive
board member of Christ for The Nations Institute -CFNI- Dallas, 
Texas and his wife, Pastor Ann Hollar.  Worship and fellowship, 
Sunday 10 a.m. Children’s Church, 4-12 years; Nursery, newborn - 
3 years. Wednesday evening services start at 7; Youth services for 
12-18 and Nursery - new born - 5 years
Rock Church: 409 North Hamilton, Bokchito, OK. S.S. 10 a.m.; Fri. 
7 p.m. Pastor Wesley Parker, 580-920-5617.
Chapel of Praise: 206 Maupin St., Colbert, OK. Pastor J.E.
Arnold. 580-296-4275. S.S. 10 a.m.; SW. 11 a.m., Sun. Eve. 6 
p.m. Wed. Eve. Prayer Svc. 7 p.m.
Sacred Paths Circle (Nondenominational): 622 N. McLean, 
Durant, OK. Rev. Casey and Krysty Underwood, Services Every 
Sat. 2 p.m.
Victory Life: 3534 University, Durant. 920-1791. Duane and Sue 
Sheriff, ministers. Sunday Morning Express 8 a.m., 2nd Service 
9a.m., 3rd Service 11a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m.

This Devotional Directory is made possible by these 
businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

BRYAN COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORYChanges to the 
church page will 
be made once a 
month.  Please 

have your changes 
in by the 15th of 

the month. 
You may contact 

Kay Allen
at 580-634-2155 

or email
kay@durantdemocrat.com
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Brown's Durant Funeral 
and Cremation Service

4900 W. US Hwy 70 Durant OK 

• Coalgate
• Atoka
• Durant
• Madill

APOSTOLIC
Apostolic Lighthouse Church: 1325 W. Texas St., Durant 
Pastor: Danny Maples. S.S. 10a.m. and 6p.m., Tues. Eve Service 
7p.m.
Apostolic Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ: 820 E. Main, 
Durant. 924-3588. Pastor: George E. Brown. S.S. 10a.m. and 
6p.m., Wed. Eve. Service 7p.m.
Lighthouse of Colbert: 130 Somers, Colbert, OK. Pastor: Joe 
Beshirs, Sun. W.S. 10:30a.m. and 6p.m., Wed: 7p.m. 
580-296-5970
New Beginning Apostolic Church: 105 McKinley, Calera, OK. 
Pastor: Brandon Smith, S.S. 12p.m., Wed. 7p.m. 580-775-1200 
New Life Ministries: 820 E. Main St.  Durant. Pastor: Jessie 
Farrell 580-380-8918 Sunday 10:30 a.m./6:00 p.m.  Wednesday 
7:00 P.M.
The Last Call Ministries Church: 50 W. Liveoak, Durant. Pastor: 
B.J. Eggenberg. S.S. 10a.m. and 6p.m., Wed. 7p.m.
Victory Tabernacle: 702 Hwy. 70E, Durant. 924-0179. Pastor: 
Doyle Pair, M.W. and S.S. 10:30a.m., W.S. 6p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
Bokchito-First Pentecostal Church: Corner N. Bogg & E. 
Norman Sts., Sunday 10:00a.m to 6p.m.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Calera New Life Assembly of God: Pastor: Stephen Biggerstaff, 
S.S. 9:30a.m., W.S. 10:30a.m. and 6p.m., Wed. 7p.m.
Calvary Temple Assembly of God: 2220 N. First, Durant. 
924-0058, Reverend: Ron Brannan. 580-795-7343 S.S. 
9:45a.m., W.S. 10:45a.m. and 6p.m., Wed. 7p.m. Carol Shelton 
580-775-0825
First Assembly of God Boswell: S.S 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
First Assembly of God: 303 N. 49th, Durant. 924-2049. Pastor: 
Michael J. Bradley, W.S. 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Yarnaby Assembly of God Church: Hwy 78, Yarnaby, OK. 
285-2250. Pastor: Rick Ring. 285- 2335 S.5. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 
a.m.; Sun. Eve. 6 p.m.; Wed. 6 p.m.

BAPTIST
Achille Community Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11a.m.; Pastors 
Bob Stevens, J. T. Welch & Dennis Pena
Achille First Baptist: Mark Gunnels, minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Albany First Baptist: Clark Harp, minister. S.S. 10a.m.; W.S. 
11a.m.
Armstrong Baptist: Monty Wood, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Bennington First Baptist: Jay Perry, minister S.S. 10am, W.S. 
11am, W. 6 p.m.
Bible Baptist: 2707 E. Hwy. 70, Durant. 924-3103. Mark Wesley, 
minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.s. 11 a.m.
Blue Baptist: Dale Ballard, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. 
Blue River Fellowship, Caddo OK: 4 miles East of Caddo on 
Highway 22. 580-775-4042. S.B.S. 10 a.m.; S.S. 11 a.m.; S.E.S. 6 
p.m.; W. Evening Youth, Children's Programs and Prayer Service 
6:30 p.,.
Bokchito Faith Baptist: Ryan Perry, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Bokchito First Baptist: Preston Burns, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; 
W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m.
Brown Baptist: Winston Smith, pastor. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 
a.m.; discipleship training 6 p.m.; E.W. 7 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Bushnell Baptist: Pastor Roddy Arnold S.S. 5 p.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. 
Caddo First Baptist: Cory Myers, minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 
10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Calera First Baptist: Jacob Toews, minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 
10:50 a.m. and 6:50 p.m.
Calvary Baptist: 715 W. Louisiana, Durant. Bro. Darel Bunch, 
pastor. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 10:40 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
Cartwright First Baptist: Troy Phillips Pastor, S.S,10 a.m; WS 11 
a.m and 5pm; following 5pm service prayer meeting. Wed student 
Ministry 5-7 pm.
Cobb Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.s. 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Colbert First Baptist: Roddy Arnold, minister. S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 
11 a.m.
Emmanuel Baptist, Mead: S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S.10:30 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Fairview Baptist: Bill Ledbetter, Pastor. 1200 University Blvd. 
Durant. 924-2148 S.S. 9:15 a.m.; W.S. 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; 
Wed. 7 p.m.
Faith Baptist Missionary Church: Bro. Curtis Jones S.S. 10 
a.m.; 5.W. 11 a.m. & 1 :30 p.m. 1600 Radio Rd. Durant OK 74701 
580-335-1416
First Baptist: 124 W. Evergreen, Durant. 924-3573. Pastor 
James Robinson, M.W. 9 a.m.; S.S. 10:15 a.m.; late M.W.
11 :15 a.m.; Sun. Night 6:30 p.m.; Wed. 5 p.m. Meal Wed. Focus 
groups 6:30 p.m.
First Baptist Church Colbert - 307 N Franklin St. Roddy Arnold 
is Pastor. S.S. starts at 9:45, Worship service is at 10:45, (580) 
296-2926.
First Baptist Church of Yuba: Joe Smith, Pastor. SW. 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. Discipleship Training 6 p.m.; Wed 7 p.m.
Folsom Freewill Baptist Coleman: Youth Pastor: Kris Brown 
S.s. 10 a.m.; W.s. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.
Grace Baptist: 206 E. Main, Durant. 924-4884. Anthony Williams, 
minister. S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; Discipleship 
Training 6:00 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m. 
Grace Indian Baptist: Hwy. 78 South. S.s. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Hendrix Baptist: S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. 
service 7 p.m.
Hopewell Freewill Baptist: Leonard Cook, minister. W.S. 10 
a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; Wed. 7:00 p.m. 6 miles off 48 North, Watch 
for Church sign. 580- 937-4401
Kene ic Baptist: Pastor: Royce Couch 580-295-2180 S.S. 9:45 
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. Sun. eve. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Lake Point Community Church: 120 South 2nd, Durant. S.S. 
9:15a.m.; W.s. 10:30 a.m.
Lee Heights Baptist: North McLean Dr., Durant. 924-3799. Harry 
Boydstun, pastor. S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; 
Wed. 7 p.m.
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CHECK OUT THE LIBRARY
Library Hours: Mon-

day - Thursday 9:00am 
- 8:00pm, Friday & Sat-
urday 9:00am -5:00pm 
-OverDrive eBook 
collection– OK Virtual 
Library – FREE digital 
books to download to 
Nook, Kindle, iPad, 
computer, or tablet.

Library Tidbit – Look 
for food trucks in the 
west parking lot this 
Thursday, Friday, &

Saturday as a part of  
the FOL Holiday Craft 
Show

Activities & Meetings 
for Week: Dec. 3

Tuesday - Story Rm 
– Lego Club – 3:30pm 
– FREE program for 
school aged children 
– drop in program, no 
registration required

Wednesday - Story 
Rm – The Lounge – 
3:30 to 5:00pm – FREE 
program for teens 
featuring video games, 

robotics, homework 
help, snacks, board 
games, & more – Drop 
in program, no regis-
tration required

Thursday - BB 
Theater, CC Meeting 
Rm, Lobby – 9:00am to 
7:00pm FOL Holiday 
Craft Show - Parking 
Lot – Rick’s Smoke-
house BBQ Truck 
– 11:00am - Story Rm 
– After School Pro-
gram – 3:30pm – FREE 
program for school 
aged children – drop in 
program, no registra-
tion required

Friday - BB Theater, 
CC Meeting Rm, Lobby 
– 9:00am to 7:00pm FOL 
Holiday Craft Show - 
Conference Rm – OK 
Dept of  Veteran Affairs 
service officer Darrell 
will be here for veter-
ans services – 9:00am 
to 1:00pm - Story Rm 
– Story Time – Chil-
dren ages 2 to 5 with an 

adult – 10:00am
Saturday - BB 

Theater, CC Meeting 
Rm, Lobby – 9:00am 
to 3:00pm FOL Holi-
day Craft Show - West 
Parking Lot – OBI 
Blood Drive – 1 to 5pm 
- Story Rm – Kids’ Pro-
gram – 2:00pm – FREE 
program for school 
aged children – drop in 
program, no registra-
tion required – every 
Saturday at 2:00pm 
unless there is a family 
movie

The library is help-
ing folks fill out for 
insurance through the 
Healthcare Market-
place. We’ve partnered 
with Greg Phillips 
State Farm to help 
folks enroll and see if  
they qualify for help 
with their monthly 
premiums. Greg’s office 
has certified agents 
who are well-versed in 
the application process.

The colder weather is 
here so we are in need 
of  coats, mens & wom-
ens. We are giving out 
bag/boxed meals once 
a day/person when the 
café is open. Items for 
boxed meals are indi-
vidual sized items like 
cup of  noodles, soup, 
fruit cups, oatmeal, 
and such. If  you’d like 
to donate please bring 
food items to the café or 
circulation desk. This 
effort is being support-
ed by the community 
so let us know if  you’d 
like to help.

We couldn’t do this 
without you!

KUDOS: A shout out 
to all the donors and 
volunteers who helped 
with the “Be Thankful” 
dinner on Tuesday, 
Nov. 20th. The group 
fed over 200 folks and 
had 50+ volunteers. 
This was a community 
effort organized by 

Jennifer Steen & Taylor 
Balentine. It was a 
huge success!!!

December Computer 
Classes

One-to-one sessions 
only

Call to sign up for 
the classes or stop by 
the Circulation Desk to 
sign up

* One-to-one sessions
* Laptop, Nook, 

Kindle, iPad & tablet 
help sessions – Call for 
a 30 minute one-on-one 
appointment or sign up 
at the circulation desk

* Smart phones, 
iPhones, & Cell Phone 
help sessions – Call for 
a 30 minute one-on-one 
appointment or sign up 
at the circulation desk

* Genealogy sessions 
– Call for a 30 minute 
one-on-one appoint-
ment or sign up at the 
circulation desk

* Microsoft Office 

products– Call for a 30 
to 45 minute one-on-one 
appointment or sign up 
at the circulation desk

Let us know what 
computer classes you’d 
like to us to offer and 
what days/times would 
work best for you!

To access go to the 
library’s website, www.
donaldwreynolds.okpls.
org and click on link.

-Find us on Facebook 
– search for “Donald W. 
Reynolds” and friend 
us. You can also follow 
the “Donald W. Reyn-
olds Friends of  the 
Library” page too.

Come visit the Book-
ista Cafe. The Friends 
of  the Library group 
will be serving drinks 
and snacks. All mon-
ey benefits the FOL 
group which supports 
the library programs. 
Come get a flavored 
coffee, cappuccino, and 
a snack.



Ribbon cutting for Bell Tower Event Center

Photo provided | Durant Chamber

The Durant Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting for Bell Tower Event Center located at 218 N 3rd Ave., in Du-
rant. Owners Teddy and Amy Gabbart have three venues to choose from within the historic church building: The Parlor, The 
Chapel, and The Loft. For more information or to schedule a tour, contact event planner Angela Allen at 580-931-9474.

Ribbon cutting for The Modern Tot

Photo provided | Durant Chamber

The Durant Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting for The Modern Tot at 124 N 2nd Ave in Durant on November 
20, 2018. The Modern Tot is a shop for trend-setting babies and tots located inside Foster Creativity. For more information, 
contact owner Kara Byrd.

Scout makes pedestals 
for museum

Photo provided

Jonathan Lewis, son of Britt and Edna Lewis of Durant, is 
shown with a set of three pedestals he made as a project 
he chose toward earning the Eagle Scout merit badge. 
Jonathan collaborated with Nancy Ferris, director of the 
Three Valley Museum, who will use the pedestals for the 
purpose of exhibiting artifacts throughout the museum. 
According to Mr. Lewis, approximately 40 hours were 
used in designing, ordering materials, and creating the 
pedestals. As part of the Scout’s requirements, members 
of Troop 615 assisted in the final staining and finishing. 
“We are so delighted that Jonathan chose the Three 
Valley Museum as a recipient for his project,” Ferris said. 
“We welcome the involvement of young people in our 
museum, and totally support the Scouting program.”

NWH gets new playground equipment

Photo provided | NWH

Northwest Heights recently added several new pieces of playground equipment to their playground. Students would like 
to thank the Sanchez family for their donation as well as the community members that purchased items from their school 
fundraiser.

NWH Terrific Kids

Photo provided | NWH

Northwest Heights Kiwanis Terrific Kids for November are from the front left: Jaxdyn Hall, Arianna Stubbs, Abigail Beason, 
Dax Tucker, Olivia Lopez, Kimberly Tijerina, Isaiah Perrault, Baylee Sullivan, Jayda Henderson, and Alexa Salas. Middle 
Row: Luna Beaghley, Aaron Lopez, Ivan Becerra, Blake Rhynes, Jace Gunter, Lux Baker-Scott, Ava Robbins, Coda Harrison, 
and Tiffany Stoeckert. Back row: Andrea Gomez, Cameron Brown, Olen Beaver, D.K. Lawson, Lilliana Ibarra, Kylee Douglas, 
Brady Curtis, and Kinsler Vandevier. They are pictured with Kiwanis members Jason Manous and Jeremy Rowland.

Student brings hand 
warmers to REL

Photo provided | REL

Robert E. Lee Early Childhood student, Sage French sur-
prised school personnel with a package of hand warmers 
to help keep them warm. Each morning students are 
greeted at their vehicles and as the weather has gotten 
colder, Sage has worried that her teachers weren’t staying 
warm enough. Shown from left, Sherri Fitzgerald-school 
nurse, Rachel Shelton-counselor, Sage French, Jan 
Chaffin-principal, and Mitzi Brown-secretary. The school 
thanked Sage for her thoughtfulness.

WI students 
presented awards

Photo provided | WI

Washington Irving principal Lisa Whitley presented the 
following Washington Irving students with the Principal 
Pride Award for modeling exemplary character and fol-
lowing the Lion Code. Pictured with Mrs. Whitley are: (left 
to right) Alex Zaleta, Omarius Joudah, Emily Stanford, 
Riley Cantrell, Draegen Baker and Kaleb White.

Boxtops for Education

Photo provided | REL

Boxtops for Education winners for the month of Novem-
ber at Robert E. Lee Early Childhood Center are: Marshall 
Williams - Mrs. Lambert’s class, Sloan Bullard - Mrs.
Daniel’s class, and Sebastian Franklin - Mrs. Usry’s class. 
The winning class this month is Mrs. Weger’s class.
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Bryan County’s home-

less population will soon be 

getting some desperately 

needed resources, thanks 

to the efforts of  local indi-

viduals and churches.

Two homeless shel-

ters are in the works, one 

planned for Durant and 

another already under 

construction in Calera. 

This will signifi cantly in-

crease the level of  aid for 

local homeless families.

Groups in Durant al-

ready provide on-the-spot 

resources for homeless in-

dividuals and families, in-

cluding basic necessities, 

food bags and vouchers 

for short-term motel stays 

in some situations. But 

the one thing these people 

need most – medium to 

long-term housing – has 

been elusive until now.

“We desperately need 

a homeless shelter,” said 

Pamela Mitchell Robinson, 

director of  Bryan County 

United Way. “We’ve had 

a homeless problem for a 

long time. We don’t have 

resources for them, or ser-

vices for transitional liv-

ing.”
One group is currently 

building a 24-bed shelter 

in Calera under the name 

Compassion Outreach 

Center. Photos of  work on 

the structure have been 

circulating online recently, 

and Pastor David Ervin of  

Glory Bound Pentecostal 

Church in Calera said do-

nations are being accepted 

for clothing, hygiene items 

and furniture.

“We’ve been raising our 

own money and paying for 

it as we go,” he said of  the 

proposed shelter, which is 

being erected in his spare 

time. Ervin is a full-time 

registered nurse at Al-

lianceHealth in Durant. 

“It’s going to take every-

one doing their part. If  we 

work together, we can ac-

complish a lot.”

His inspiration came 

from helping a woman 

out of  homelessness a few 

years ago. She went on to 

become a nurse herself. “I 

know you can’t help every-
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Groups plan homeless shelters for county

BY ZACH MAXWELL

zach@durantdemocrat.com

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat

Items found at a possible homeless camp near the Durant 

library include clothing, chairs, books and this pair of shoes.

“The beginning of 

wisdom is this: Get 

wisdom. Though it 

cost all you have, get 

understanding.”
 - Proverbs 4:7

Easter eggs dropped by helicopter

Eggs are dropped Saturday from a helicopter piloted by Walter Prentice with Prentice Aviation Inc. during the Fusion Bible Easter Egg 

Drop on a fi eld at the Durant High School. Fifteen-thousand eggs were dropped from the helicopter in two separate drops for diff erent age 

groups of children. Fusion Bible is building a church at 1097 Gerlach Drive across from the high school.

People are shown reacting as the helicopter fl ies in to drop its eggs at the 

Durant High School. Fusion Bible estimated that 4,000 people attended 

and organizers said it was a great event. As the helicopter approached, the 

crowd chanted, “Drop those eggs.”

The race for the eggs begins at the Fusion Bible Easter Egg 

Drop. See photos of other Easter egg hunts on page 3.

Residents 
object to 
proposed 
opening of 
section line
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Bryan County Commissioners 

tabled action on opening a section 

line at Folsom and Wilson roads to 

construct a road for property that is 

landlocked.
Commissioners Ron Boyer, Tony 

Simmons and Jay Perry met Monday 

morning in the Bryan County Court-

house Annex.

Property owner Dr. Kinion Whit-

tington has requested that a section 

line be opened so a road can be built 

to his property.

Several residents who live in the 

area spoke out against it.

Jerry Carter expressed concerns 

that a sand pit will be put on the site 

and that trucks are already damaging 

the roads.
Deborah Lawrence, who has lived 

on property near there for 54 years, 

said the proposed road would go 

through her front yard and be three 

feet from her porch.

“Cars would be running up and 

down the side of  my house,” Law-

rence said. “I think it would be re-

ally dangerous to the people who live 

there.”

Woman injured 

after swerving 

vehicle to 
avoid animal
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

A Durant woman was seriously 

injured after swerving her vehicle to 

miss an animal in the roadway, the 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol said.

Sixty-two-year-old Dianne Houston 

was fl own to Plano Medical Center, 

Plano, Texas, after the 6:28 p.m. Fri-

day accident on Old Highway 70 2.1 

miles east of  Durant.

She was listed in critical condition 

at the time of the OHP report.

OHP said she was driving a pickup 

westbound when she swerved to the 

right to miss an animal in the road-

way. Her pickup struck a fence post, a 

tree and then rolled 3/4 time.

Houston was pinned approximately 

20 minutes before being freed by Du-

rant fi refi ghters, according to the re-

port. She was wearing a seat belt.

Trooper Kyle Ince, assisted by 

Trooper B.J. Keeling, investigated the 

accident. The Bryan County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce and Bryan County EMS also 

responded.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

SEE SHELTERS, PAGE 8

Durant Schools were closed 

Monday to allow educators to 

visit the teacher rally at the 

State Capitol while many who 

stayed in town held signs at in-

tersections to show support.

From approximately 7 a.m. 

until 6 p.m. Monday, teachers, 

support staff, parents and stu-

dents stood at the Washington 

Avenue and University Boule-

vard intersection. Others had 

also been set up on West Main 

Street.
Some of the signs were en-

couraging motorists to honk if  

they love and support teachers. 

Many horns were honked as 

traffi c went through the inter-

section.

Gina Pilgreen, a one-on-one 

teacher aide, said about 20 peo-

ple were participating in the 

show of support in rotating sup-

port.
“A group went to the capitol 

and for those who could not go, 

we chose to show our support 

this way,” Pilgreen said.

Organizers said it was not 

BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Locals stand at intersections 

to show support for teachers

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Durant Schools were closed Monday to allow educators to travel to the 

State Capitol to advocate for education funding. Teachers, support staff , 

parents and students held a show of support Monday at the Washington 

Avenue and University Boulevard intersection.

SEE OBJECT, PAGE 8

SEE TEACHERS, PAGE 8

A Southeastern Okla-homa State University (SE) adjunct English professor and poet has been named a fi nalist in The Oklahoma Center for the Book Awards.Ron Wallace has written eight books of  poetry and this is the fourth time he has been named a fi nalist. This time, it is for his new-est book, “Renegade and Other Poems.”
Wallace was born at the former Haynie Hospital in Durant in 1953 and his fa-ther was a Durant police offi cer.

A 1977 graduate of  SE, Wallace began teaching at Colbert High School in 1978, a position he held almost 30 years. He has taught at Southeastern since August 2008. Wallace says he was inspired by the late Den-nis and Billie Letts, and the late Howard Starks, all former English instructors 

at SE. Mrs. Letts was the author of  the best-selling novel, “Where the Heart is,” and Mr. Letts was an actor. Starks was an avid poet who published a book of his po-ems in the 1990s.
Wallace’s poems were fi rst published in 1976 in SE’s poetry magazine, In-sight.

He said he did not write again for publication for al-most 30 years.
In 2005, he started writing at an online site and won a publishing contract with 

If  you see a colorful bus painted up with smiling animals rolling up and down the Highway 70 cor-ridor, it’s likely delivering books to preschoolers in southeast Oklahoma.
This bookmobile is part of  the Early Steps to Lit-eracy program of Choctaw Nation Child Care As-sistance. Two Head Start instructors take turns driving the bookmobile to pre-K classrooms and day cares throughout Bryan, Choctaw and McCurtain counties.

“It’s crazy but it’s so fun,” said one of  those in-structors, Makenzie Mus-sett of  Fort Towson. “The kids know the bus, you can see them looking at it through the fence. They get so excited, it makes it all worth it.”
When the youngsters enter the bus, most make a beeline for the back where 

a giant teddy bear and pil-lows form a sort of  reading nook. Both walls of  the vehicle, a converted Head Start bus, have book racks stacked fi ve high and fi lled with children’s tales. There are no seats – except for the driver of  course.
At this point, we should point out that they don’t actually take the kids any-where on this particular book bus. No seats; that would be unsafe. They stay parked by the Head Start 

or day care, the kids come on, pick their books and fi le back out to get back to class.
It’s all part of  an early literacy support program to encourage the children to read more. Program Co-ordinator Rhonda Vaught said there is also a home visitation component to the program. When the Bookmobile is not making the rounds, her staff  visits 

Colbert ISD Superintendent Jarvis Dobbs was elated at the re-sults of  the April 3 vote for school bond issues. However, Rock Creek’s superintendent was likely disappointed.
Colbert voters approved a $465,000 bond issue for technology and security upgrades.
“I want to thank all the com-munity for supporting our school and our students,” Dobbs said.Eighty-eight percent of  voters approved the plan to fi nance the installation of  interactive boards in every classroom. The boards use touchscreen technology to 

allow teachers and students to in-teract with the curriculum rather than just read it. In addition, the bond issue will pay for single-entry locking systems at all the Colbert school buildings. Dobbs said this will enhance security by allowing school personnel to control who has access to school facilities.
According to the Oklahoma Election Board Website, 185 voters supported the bond issue while 25 voted against the measure for a total of  210 votes cast.

“Safety is pretty high on every-body’s list and everybody wants the newest technology,” he said.Dobbs expects the boards and security system to be in place 

when the new school year begins next August.
In the same election Rock Creek failed to get a $1.5 million bond issue for construction. Roughly 54 percent of  Rock Creek voters turned down the proposition with 46 percent approving. The Okla-homa Election Board reported 192 yes votes against 220 no votes for a total of  412 votes cast.

Rock Creek offi cials were hop-ing to build a new administra-tion and conference building and covered walkways to connect the new and existing buildings. Rock Creek Superintendent Preston Burns was not available for com-ment, according to Rock Creek staff.

Matthew Nahrstedt doesn’t believe Durant can be successful unless it has a comprehensive plan.
“Successful communi-ties don’t just happen,” said Nahrstedt, Durant’s new community development director and city planner.

Nahrstedt spoke to about 30 visitors at a town hall meeting in the Donald W. Reynolds Community Center & Library Tuesdaynight. In addition to askingquestions and expressingideas, visitors studied maps of  the city marked withpossible improvements. Nahrstedt pointed out thatDurant has seen signifi cantchanges since its last com-prehensive plan was writ-ten in 2002.
“This (comprehensive plan) needs to be updated every 5-7 years,” Nahrstedt said.

As new industries move into Bryan County, they place an increasing demand on Durant’s infrastructure. Everything from police and 

fi re to transportation to public health services are challenged. Without a plan, Nahrstedt said city leaders would be hard pressed to deal with the demand.
Durant City Council Member Oden Grube, who represents Ward 2, was at the meeting. She said she’s glad to see a plan. Grube said the city is outgrowing its infrastructure because of  industrial growth that doesn’t directly benefi t Durant. While recent busi-nesses have produced jobs, Grube said the company’s pay little in the way of local taxes.

“We need more retail businesses,” Grube said.
Charlie Bachmann is a long-time Durant resident who moved to the city in 1978. He left for several years then moved back af-ter he retired. He said he is glad to see the city is plan-ning for its future. Bach-mann said he hopes there will be an emphasis on zoning and building codes. Bachmann said the city 
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“He was despised and 
rejected by mankind, 
a man of suff ering, 

and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom 

people hide their faces 
he was despised, and 

we held him in low 
esteem.”

- Isaiah 53:3

Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”

New plans 
underway 
for Durant
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com

Michael Clements | Durant DemocratMatthew Nahrstedt, Community Development Director and City Planner for the city of Durant, talks with Johnny Shep-herd during a town hall meeting Tuesday night. Nahrstedt is working on a long-range comprehensive plan for the city which he hopes have completed within the next 10 months.

Colbert ISD bond wins 
big, Rock Creek dies
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com
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Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat
There were no serious injuries after this vehicle drove through a wrought iron fence and over a 12-foot wall Tuesday in the 

parking lot of Whataburger. Durant police on the scene said the driver went to the hospital with a possible minor injury, 

while a passenger in the vehicle was unharmed and could be seen talking to offi  cers at the scene near Radio Road.

Over the wall…

BY ZACH MAXWELL
zach@durantdemocrat.com

Choctaw Nation literacy program includes a mobile book nook

Zach Maxwell | Durant DemocratChildren from Miranda Matlock’s class at Choctaw Nation Head Start in Durant enjoy their books from the tribe’s bookmobile visit on Tuesday, April 3.

Local poet a fi nalist 
in book awards

BY MATT SWEARENGIN
matt@durantdemocrat.com

Ron Wallace is shown with his poetry book “Renegade and Other Poems.”

A boy was injured after 

being hit by a car Thurs-

day at Walmart.

The accident hap-

pened at approximately 

3:30 p.m. just outside the 

doors on the pharmacy 

side of  the building.

When Durant fi re-

fi ghters arrived, Bryan 

County EMS was on the 

scene, and there was a 

grandmother lying on the 

ground with her grand-

son in front of  a car, ac-

cording to a Durant Fire 

Department report.

OKLAHOMA CITY — 

The Oklahoma Senate ap-

proved two bills Friday 

designed to generate about 

$40 million more for public 

schools, but it was unclear 

whether that would be 

enough to placate thou-

sands of  teachers on a fi ve-

day strike seeking more 

money for education.

Republican Gov. Mary 

Fallin next will decide 

whether to sign the reve-

nue-raising plans into law.

Some of Oklahoma’s 

largest school districts 

have already canceled 

classes on Monday. Okla-

homa Education Asso-

ciation Executive Direc-

tor David Duvall says he 

doesn’t think the legisla-

tion does enough to keep 

teachers from walking out 

again next week.

“Our members know 

their needs, and they’re 

going to tell us when it’s 

enough,” Duvall said. “I 

anticipate that we’ll be 

back up here on Monday.”

Senate Floor Leader 

Greg Treat, a key negotia-

tor on the budget, said he 

had not met with educa-

tion union leaders and 

didn’t know what it would 

take to resolve the situa-

tion.
“I’m not the one who 

started the walkout, so I’m 

not the person to ask,” said 

Dig out those swim-

suits, Durant! We are ex-

actly seven weeks away 

from “Splash Day” at the 

Carl Albert Park pool.

City parks crew has se-

lected May 26 (a Saturday) 

as the offi cial opening 

day for the pool, which is 

currently under the fi rst 

phase of  a two-phase, 

$750,000 renovation. Pub-

lic Works Director Marty 

Cook said the contracted 

work is currently “at or 

ahead of  schedule.”

After a few swimming 

seasons of  wrangling 

with the Oklahoma De-

partment of  Health over 

safety and regulatory is-

sues, the city has gotten 

the fi rst $305,000 of  work 

underway. This portion 

of  the project covers ev-

erything from pool liner 

replacement to painting 

the big green mushroom 

in the baby pool.

A second phase, after 

this summer, will entail 

renovation of  the bath 

house and some upgrades 

to the fi ltration system. 

Early estimates place the 

cost of  this work around 

$450,000 because more 

structural building mate-

rial will go into the work.

For now, the real ac-

tion is in the pool. In re-

cent weeks, park visitors 

could see a pickup truck 

and other equipment 

down at the bottom of the 

(empty) pool. Some sand-

blasting of  the walls is go-

ing on, as contractors re-

place a plastic liner with 

The Durant Industrial 

Authority (DIA) will be 

without an executive di-

rector a little longer after 

the Durant City Council 

rejected a plan presented 

by City Manager Tim Run-

del.
Under the plan, the di-

rector would have been 

paid by the city and report 

to the city manager. At the 

same time, the director 

would have worked for the 

DIA and answered to its 

board of  directors for that 

work.
City staff  has been work-

ing on the plan since the 

former executive director, 

Tommy Kramer, retired 

last August. Under the new 

plan, the executive direc-

tor’s salary would be paid 

from proceeds of  a fran-

chise fee paid by OG&E 

for providing power at the 

CMC expansion. Rundel 

said this would give the 

city more control and ac-

countability because it 

would be paying for a spe-

cifi c item rather than just 

“overhead.”
“We would no longer be 

sending up to $800,000 per 

year to the DIA for ‘over-

head,’” said Rundel.

Councilmembers Destry 

Hawthorne, Chad Hitch-

cock and Oden Grube vot-

ed against the plan. Mayor 

Jerry Tomlinson and 

Councilman Mike Dills 

voted for it.

Hitchcock said he was 

concerned over the idea of  

the director answering to 

two bodies.
“What happens when 

the city and the (DIA) is at 

odds?” he asked.

Rundel said that ulti-

mately, the director would 

work for the city. Tomlin-
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White edges Blue in 

overtime at SE spring game
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Less waiting for emergency care (and a lot more care, if you need it).

*Medical professionals may include physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners. AllianceHealth Durant is owned in part by physicians.

In a medical emergency, every minute matters. So, at AllianceHealth Durant, you’ll find faster care  

in the emergency room. We work diligently to have you initially seen by a medical professional* in 

30 minutes – or less. And, with a team of dedicated medical specialists, we can provide a lot more 

care, if you need it.

The 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge – AllianceHealth Durant. MyAllianceHealth.com

“I have told you these 

things, so that in me 

you may have peace. 

In this world you will 

have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome 

the world.”

- John 16:33

UPCOMING 

EVENTS
April 7

Magnolia Farmers Mar-

ket starts this Saturday 

and every Saturday 

through October at 

Market Square in down-

town Durant. Hours 

are 8 a.m. to noon. For a 

vendor application, call 

(580) 924-1550.

April 12
On April 12 at 7 

p,.m., Book Talk meets 

at Donald W. Reynolds 

Community Center & 

Library, 1515 W. Main 

St. in Durant, to discuss 

“Traveling Mercies: 

Some Thoughts on 

Faith,” by national 

bestselling author Anne 

Lamott. Marion Hill, lo-

cal mystery writer, will 

lead discussion of  the 

book she describes as 

“thoughtful, sometimes 

touching, often hi-

larious.” Copies of  Book 

Talk selections are 

available for purchase 

at the library service 

desk. The public is 

welcome at the group’s 

discussions. The May 10 

meeting will not have a 

chosen book to discuss 

but will be the annual 

“sharing session,” when 

individual members 

recommend books 

they’ve read and liked. 

Book Talk will then 

take its summer break, 

resuming on September 

13.
Singing Church Women 

of Oklahoma will be in 

concert at 7 p.m. April 

12 at Bloomer Sullivan 

Arena, 130 Magnolia Av. 

in Durant.

April 15
The St. William Calf Fry 

will be Sunday, April 

15 in Haggard Hall at 

the Fairgrounds. Food 

will be served at noon 

and a live auction and 

silent auction will be 

had as well as activities 

for the children. Tickets 

can be purchased at the 

door. The live auction 

begins about 1:30 p.m. 

and there will be a $500 

ticket drawing following 

the auction. You must 

be present to win.

Sherman Andrus will 

be in concert at the 

Durant First Nazarene 

, 724 West Texas St. in 

Durant at the 10 a.m. 

service April 15. He 

sang with the “Andrus 

Blackwood Company.” 

The public is invited 

and the concert is free, 

but there will be a love 

offering.

Council rejects DIA director plan

Questions about ordinance raised

BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS

michael@durantdemocrat.com

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

Members of the First U.S. Artillery reenactors fi re off  “Aunt Jane” during the 27th Annual 

Rendezvous at Fort Washita, Thursday. Nick Wallace of Fort Towson is a member of the group 

and said he has been involved in historic reenactments since he was a boy. Wallace said that 

the cannon belongs to Fort Washita and is a crowd favorite when it is fi red. Wallace’s fellow 

reenactor, Garrett Mussett, said the group named the cannon Aunt Jane for a reason. “We 

named her Aunt Jane after a ghost that haunts the fort,” he said. The Rendezvous opened 

Wednesday and will be open today from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Members of Ms. Wigin-

ton’s second-grade class 

from Silo elementary en-

gaged in a spirited game 

of stickball during the 

27th Annual Rendezvous 

at Fort Washita Thursday 

afternoon. In addition 

to stickball, the children 

learned other traditional 

Native American games 

including marbles and 

chunky, a game in which 

the children threw sticks 

at a stone disc that is 

rolled across the ground. 

Having a blast

Pool work on 

track for ‘Splash 

Day’ opening
BY ZACH MAXWELL

zach@durantdemocrat.com

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat

Workers and heavy equipment are at the bottom of an 

empty pool at Carl Albert Park, getting the pool refur-

bished for the coming swim season.

Senate approves $40M for 

schools as strike goes on
BY SEAN MURPHY

Associated Press

Child hit by car 

at Walmart
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com
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Oklahoma felony filings fall after voter-backed law

OKLAHOMA CITY 
(AP) — The number 
of  felony cases filed by 
Oklahoma prosecutors 
dropped nearly 30 per-
cent in the year after 
a voter-backed plan to 
ease criminal penalties 
took effect, according to 
a new study released on 
Wednesday.

The study, which ana-
lyzed felony filings since 
the new law took effect 
in July 2017 to make 
many drug and proper-
ty crimes misdemean-

ors, was conducted by 
Open Justice Oklaho-
ma, a project of  the Tul-
sa-based, liberal think-
tank Oklahoma Policy 
Institute funded largely 
by the George Kaiser 
Family Foundation.

The study shows that 
the number of  felony 
cases with simple drug 
possession fell from 
nearly 19,000 in fiscal 
year 2017 to fewer than 
5,000 during the same 
time in 2018. The num-
ber of  felony property 
crime cases dropped 
from 13,000 to about 
9,000.

“Thousands of  Okla-
homans are avoiding fel-
ony records for low-level 
drug and property of-
fenses, while crime rates 
continue to fall,” the 
study’s author, Ryan 
Gentzler, said in a state-
ment.

Gentzler also pointed 
out that while the num-
ber of  felony drug pos-
session cases fell over 
the year, statewide the 
number of  felony cases 
of  possession with intent 
to distribute, increased 
by about 14 percent. 
He noted the increases 
were particularly high 

in a handful of  counties 
and suggested prosecu-
tors there could be filing 
harsher charges as a way 
to circumvent the intent 
of  State Question 780.

But state prosecutors 
bristled at that sugges-
tion, saying charges of  
possession with intent 
to distribute require 
evidence beyond sim-
ple possession, such 
as scales, packaging or 
large quantities of  cash.

“I take high offense to 
the suggestion that pros-
ecutors are filing posses-
sion with intent as op-
posed to so-called simple 

possession,” said Trent 
Baggett, executive co-
ordinator of  the state’s 
District Attorneys Coun-
cil. “If  you don’t have 
the evidence, you can’t 
file it.”

Laura Thomas, the 
district attorney in 
Payne and Logan coun-
ties where the number 
of  possession with in-
tent to distribute cases 
has increased, said there 
are many other reasons 
for the uptick. She said a 
narcotics division in the 
district’s largest city was 
fully staffed last year 
and has been targeting 

drug dealers. She also 
cited at least two cases in 
which she charged two 
young defendants with 
possession with intent 
to distribute instead of  
drug trafficking, which 
called for a much harsh-
er sentence and fewer 
treatment options, even 
though the quantity of  
drugs would have justi-
fied the stiffer charge.

“When dealing with a 
person who has not had 
previous felony convic-
tions, is young and is 
amenable to treatment 
we might file down-
ward,” Thomas said.

BY SEAN MURPHY
Associated Press 

by the end of  this cen-
tury. Harvests will be 
affected (agricultural 
yields falling to 1980s 
levels by mid-century), 
supply chains will be 
disrupted, and trade 
between countries will 
suffer.

Coastal areas such 
as those of  Florida and 
California will be espe-
cially hard-hit, because 
of  rising sea levels, but 
no area of  the country 
is expected to remain 
untouched.

I won’t be alive at the 
end of  the century, but 
other people will (bar-
ring the end of  the world 
coming before then, 
which is by no means a 
sure thing).

If  I can, by my daily 
decisions and actions 
(driving less, using more 

fuel-efficient autos and 
appliances, turning off  
lights and equipment 
when not in use, etc.), 
slow the pace of  global 
warming, why wouldn’t 
I do that?

Conserving energy 
can not only save me 
money, but it might 
even save the planet for 
another nanosecond or 
two.

Marion Hill is a former English 
professor from Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University. 
A long-time Durant resident 
and novelist, she has been 
involved in the Democrat 
Party for almost 30 years 
and spends her time writing 
mystery novels, working 
as secretary for the Bryan 
County Federation of Demo-
cratic Women, supporting the 
Coalition Against Hunger, and 
traveling with her husband 
Dr. Elbert R. Hill, professor 
emeritus of English from 
Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University.

CLIMATE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

cally. But operating 
costs for these public 
institutions go up over 
the years, and taxes on 
everyone else’s property 
generally go up in order 
to pay for those costs. 
TIFs allow companies to 
delay that burden for a 
number of  years.

TIF supporters say 
that the additional jobs 
are worth the trade-off, 
and the taxes paid by the 
new employees, both ad 
valorem and sales taxes, 
and the trickle-down 
multiplier effect they 
have, will usually make 
up for the TIF incentives. 

Critics say there are 
risks; TIFs can be mis-
used, or companies that 
get all these benefits can 
go under. But incidents 
like these are rare. And 
isn’t there risk in every-
thing we do?

For someone who is 
making $10 or $15 per 
hour and who gets one of  
these new jobs making, 
say, $20 per hour, the 
details of  how it was 
created is not relevant to 
them. What is relevant 
is that person’s family 
is financially better off  
than before.

Doesn’t that make the 
city better off  as well?

Larry Miller is publisher and 
co-owner 

day of  our lives we hear 
about what is wrong 
with our world.

Our streets are bad, 
we don’t have a large 
enough labor pool, we 
are taxed too much or 
not enough, the list goes 
on and on. But these 
issues are not all there is 
to Durant.

It is time for us to blow 
our own horn. We have 
people who believe in 
our community so much 
that they have invested 
their lives and property 
in it. We need to flood the 
Internet with everything 
that is right with our 
city. We need to tell the 
world. We need to tell 
ourselves, because we 
need to hear it more than 
anyone else.

Harry Kilmer owns a 
bar and grill in Wabash, 
Ind. His city was the 
first one to be profiled 

on the show and his 
business was one of  the 
first to be profiled. The 
experience was good 
for his business, but he 
points out that it was 
better for his town. The 
process of  applying for 
the show made residents 
of  Wabash focus on what 
is right with their town 
and, in the process, it 
drew them together as a 
community.

Our city has so much 
more to be proud of  than 
to be challenged by. We 
definitely want to be the 
fourth season of  “Small 
Business Revolution – 
Main Street.” But more 
than that, we want to be 
the cohesive, successful 
community we were 
meant to be. The surest 
path to both objectives is 
to focus on what is right 
with our city, our busi-
nesses, our neighbors 
and our friends.

#MyCity. #MyCom-
munity. #MyFamily. 
#MyDurant.

TIF
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SE professor renews National Teacher Certification
Dr. Susan Morrison of  

Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University recent-
ly renewed her National 
Board Teacher Certifica-
tion.

Morrison is a profes-
sor and coordinator of  
Elementary Education, 
and has been at the Uni-
versity since 2004. 

A former public school 
classroom teacher, she 
holds an Ed.D. from Tex-
as A&M Commerce, and 
bachelor’s and master’s 

degrees from Southeast-
ern.

National Board Certi-
fication is a public assur-
ance that teachers have 
met the profession’s 
highest standards for ac-
complished practice. It 
also signifies that teach-
ers are up to date on 
the knowledge and best 
practice in their certifi-
cate area.

To renew the certifi-
cation, educators must 
submit a profile of  pro-

fessional growth demon-
strating how their prac-
tice continues to align 
with the core proposi-
tions in their particular 
area. 

In addition, as part 
of  the renewal process, 
Morrison did class-
room teaching in Kim 
Stafford’s kindergarten 
class at Washington Ir-
ving Elementary School 
in Durant.

Morrison first earned 
the certification in 1999.

This is her 30th year in 
the classroom. 

Prior to joining the 
Southeastern faculty, 
Morrison taught in el-
ementary schools in 
McKinney, Texas, and 
Durant, for 16 years.

“The title that gives 
me the greatest joy is 
that of  ‘teacher.’” she 
said. “National Board 
certification/renewal 
is, in my opinion, the 
best professional devel-
opment opportunity in 

which a teacher can en-
gage. Renewal helped 
me stay connected and 
current and gave me the 
opportunity to practice 
and apply the skills that 
I teach my university 
pre-service teachers to 
use.’’

The certification is 
through the National 
Board For Profession-
al Teaching Standards 
(NBPTS).

National Board Cer-
tification was designed 

to develop, retain and 
recognize accomplished 
teachers and to generate 
ongoing improvement in 
schools nationwide. It is 
the most respected pro-
fessional certification 
available in K-12 educa-
tion.

More than 118,000 
teachers across the Unit-
ed States have achieved 
Board certification.

Submitted by SE  
University  

Communications.

He did not report to the 
office, according to the 
affidavit, and his mother 
told a DOC officer she has 
not seen her son in weeks.

The affidavit states nu-
merous attempts were 
made to contact McDade 
to no avail and he has not 
been at a local hospital or 
jail.

McDade has several 
prior felony convictions 
for possession of  meth-
amphetamine and also a 

conviction for false dec-
laration of  ownership in 
pawn. He has been on a 
seven-year sentence since 
February 2017.

If  convicted of  the latest 
charge, he faces 2-7 years 
in prison. A warrant has 
been issued for McDade’s 
arrest.

In other crimes, sher-
iff’s deputies have investi-
gated several thefts. Ricky 
Morris told Lt. Frank 
Burrola that his Dogwood 
Lane residence in Mead 
had been burglarized. 
Items taken include three 
compound bows, a muz-

zle-loading rifle, arrows 
and other hunting gear.

Tools and a shop vacu-
um cleaner were among 
items taken from Frank 
and Naomi Suell’s home 
on Stidham Lane, accord-
ing to a report by Deputy 
Eric Taylor. There are 
suspects.

A woman’s car was sto-
len after she went inside 
the EZ Mart store at 8988 
Highway 70. According to 
a report by Deputy Taylor, 
Tiffany Hunnicutt said 
she left her 2005 Nissan 
Altima running when she 
went inside the store and 

when she came back out, 
here car was gone.

A witness said a Chev-
rolet Trailblazer occu-
pied by two Hispanic men 
drove up and one of  the 
men got out and took the 
car.

Deputy Josh Har-
rington investigated a 
burglary at Jack Rabbit 
Alley in Calera. Brian 
Knowles told the deputy 
that a Honda four-wheel-
er, a riding lawn mower, 
homemade trailer and a 
55-inch television were 
stolen from his father’s 
property.

ESCAPEE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



Durant notched five multi-
ple match winners to cruise 
to a pair of  season-opening 
dual wins against Little Axe 
and Plainview on the road 
Thursday night.

The Lions cruised by Little 
Axe, 54-18, and also smacked 
long-time powerhouse Plain-
view, 63-16, while improving 
to 2-0 on the young season.

Against Little Axe, the 
Lions notched their initial 
victory at 120 pounds with a 
fall victory in 1:40 by Jared 
Pierce over Justin Thomas 
to tie the score. That set off  a 
string of  five straight fall tri-
umphs for DHS as the Lions 
took complete command of  

the dual.
At 126, Dawson Bowman 

pinned Kayli Barrett in 1:50 
and Cory Hicks followed 
with a fall win against 
Grayson Spires in 1:30 at 132 
pounds.

Caden Orlando cruised to 
a one-minute triumph by fall 
at 138 against Anthony Wren 
and Cody Hicks toppled Lit-
tle Axe’s Dregen Murray in 
just 1:20 at 145.

The Lions finished off  the 
dual with convincing wins 
at four of  the top five weight 
divisions as well.

Ty Rudolf  was a pin fall 
winner at 3:10 over Zack Cox 
at 170 pounds and Fulton 
Gorges notched a 3:30 fall 
victory against Keegan Bray 
at 182. The Lions’ Isaiah 

Wright dumped Johnathan 
Price in 3:20 for the win at 
220 pounds and Josh McK-
im added a fall win in only a 
minute at heavyweight.

Against Plainview, Carter 
Ansiel picked up a forfeit 
at 113 pounds to put the Li-
ons on the board and Pierce 
gave Durant the lead for 
good with a 3:20 fall triumph 
against Reece Bennett at 120 
pounds.

Cory Hicks won a hard-
fought 3-2 verdict against 
R.J. Gann at 132 and Orlando 
recorded a second straight 
fall triumph at 138 in 1:45 
over Bradon Wilson. Cody 
Hicks padded the advantage 
by receiving a forfeit win at 
145 pounds.

Durant recorded four con-

secutive wins to pull away 
from there against the peren-
nial wrestling power Indians 
ignited by a Conner Hall fall 
win in just 1:30 against Hunt-
er Inselman at 152.

Ethan Horner won in 1:10 
by fall over Chade Maib at 
160 pounds, Rudolf  posted 
a 1:30 fall win versus Eddy 
Blue Norman at 170 and 
Gorges dispatched Plain-
view’s Lane Johnson in just 
1:30 at 182 pounds.

Wright (220 pounds) and 
McKim (heavyweight) both 
received forfeit wins to fin-
ish off  the matches.

The Lions’ next outing 
will be Thursday, December 
6 when they travel to Tecum-
seh for a triangular dual that 
will include rival Ada.
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Outdoors

As 2018 gun 
season fades, 
hunters still 
have big buck 
opportunity

With November turning to 
December, the 2018 Oklahoma 
gun deer season has nearly 

run its course as the Dec. 2 closing 
bell approaches.

As the Sooner State’s army of  
archers prepares to take over the 
whitetail woods again, late November 

is the time of the year 
when the rut begins 
to to wind down 
across Texomaland.

Meaning simply 
that the most exciting 
weeks of  2018’s deer 
hunting action have 
now likely come and 
gone for another 
year.

But that doesn’t 
mean that all hope is gone, mind you.

Because right now, with some 
local bucks in the final stages of  the 
breeding cycle and others turning 
their attention to building their worn-
down bodies back up after the rigors 
of  the rut, don’t be surprised to find 
a few giant whitetails still up and on 
their feet.

So if  you’ve still got a buck tag 
in your pocket, why not give one or 
more of  these three hunting ideas a 
try:

1. Now is a Great Time for Big 
Bucks - While most local hunters take 
their vacation days and use up their 
kitchen passes earlier in Novem-
ber, the truth of  the matter is that 
the days right after Thanksgiving 
Day are also a prime time to be out 
chasing big bucks, even the biggest of  
the big.

Want proof? Then consider that 
the biggest typical buck ever tagged 
by a hunter down in Grayson County 
- the 175 2/8 inch net typical taken at 
Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge 
by Sherman’s Jimmy Lillis back in 
the fall of  2007 - was killed on Nov. 
30th that year.

But Lillis isn’t the only one to be-
lieve that right now is a good time to 
kill a great big buck. Many other deer 
hunting experts believe the same 
thing, including veteran author and 
TV showman Mike Hanback, author 
of  the Mike Hanback’s Big Deer blog 
(http://www.mikehanback.com/ ) 
and host of  the Big Deer TV show on 
Sportsman Channel.

“For the last few years I’ve been 
telling anyone who would listen that 
the first weeks of  the post-rut, when 
gnarly old bucks cruise for the last 
hot does, are prime for trophy hunt-
ing,” wrote Hanback a few years back 
in an article for Outdoor Life mag-
azine (Deer Hunting Tips: Rattling 
Research That Will Help You Get 
Your Buck).

In fact, my guess is that a perfect 
storm of conditions - including a 
darkening moon, the acorn crop play-
ing out, and the Red River Valley rut 

Photo courtesy of Bill Winke

Still hoping that the deer hunting winds 
of good fortune will blow in your favor? 
Over the next couple of days as the 
end of the 2018 Oklahoma gun season 
approaches, there are several tactics that 
hunters can use to up their odds for big 
buck success.

Durant wins in wrestling
BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat 

AREA BASKETBALL ROUNDUP
Rock Creek 50, Coalgate 48, 
OT (girls)

Teeronie McCann and Brit-
tany Farrington combined for 
23 points in the fourth quarter 
and overtime periods to rally 
the Lady Mustangs after a 
slow start.

Rock Creek trailed 13-12 af-
ter a low-scoring first half  and 
was still down 24-20 entering 
the fourth quarter before dou-
bling its scoring total in that 
period alone, knotting things 
at 40 apiece.

McCann pumped in a game-
high 21 points to lead the 

charge for the Lady Mustangs 
while Farrington contributed 
15. Macy Converse chipped 
in 10 and Karissa Blackburn 
added four.

Rock Creek 78, Coalgate 47 
(boys)

A 23-6 third quarter blitz 
by Rock Creek completely the 
game out of  reach in an easy 
triumph.

The Mustangs were on top 
14-10 after one stanza and 
extended that margin to 33-22 
at intermission before hitting 
the accelerator following the 
break.

Rock Creek nearly had five 
players reach double figures 
topped by Karson Dry’s 23 
points in the contest.

Darian James and Aaron 
Taylor posted 14 apiece, Dylan 
Robinson added 10 and Luke 
Jestis finished with nine. The 
Mustangs also had three each 
by Travis Tomson and Cactus 
Williams along with two points 
by Zack Holden.

Soper 61, Achille 44 (girls)
A relentless Soper attack 

early on proved to be too much 
for the Lady Eagles to over-
come.

Soper reeled off  17 points in 
the first and second periods 
to build a commanding 34-19 
halftime lead. Achille played 
nearly even over the final two 
frames but couldn’t make up 
the early deficit.

Karah Manry and Rylee 
Stanglin each reached double 
figures with 13 and 10 points re-
spectively for the Lady Eagles.

Jackie Todd tossed in seven, 
Sommer Rater scored five, 
Katie Holmes, Taylor Davis 
and Jayme Todd notched three 
apiece and Tristin Hill added 
one point.

STORM 
SPOTLIGHT

KAYO  
GONCALVES

If  you think moving 
from one school to anoth-
er is difficult, try moving 
from one country to an-
other – and being unable 
to speak the language.

Kayo San-Thiago 
Mantio Goncalves is a 
19-year-old sophomore 
from Palhoca, Brazil, play-
ing basketball at South-
eastern Oklahoma State 
University for coach Kelly 
Green’s Savage Storm.

He is called Kayo and it 
is pronounced Ky-oh.

Goncalves played one 
year for the Chaparrals at 
Midland (Texas) College 
before coming to South-
eastern.

“It was my first day 
in the United States,” 
Goncalves said, “and I 
spoke no English. I was 
met at the airport and a 
couple of  the basketball 
girls came along. We were 
going to eat and when I 
was introduced to them, I 
started to kiss the girls on 
each cheek. That’s what 
we do – men shake hands, 
ladies are kissed on both 
cheeks.

“I leaned over toward 
one of  the girls and she 
just froze. I realized I had 
made a mistake but I had 
no English to explain our 
culture. I didn’t mean 
anything by it, I was just 
trying to be friendly. I’m 
glad I wasn’t charged with 
sexual assault.”

Kayo started playing 
basketball at age 13. At 
age 14, his daily schedule 
showed basketball from 
2-4, rowing from 4-6 and 
basketball from 6-8 five 
days a week. Weekends 
were for games or days 
off. At age 15, he chose 
basketball and a schedule 
that had him on the court 
from 2-8 p.m. five days a 
week.

Goncalves has since 
blossomed into a 6-8, 
220-pound sweet-shooting 
power forward. In his first 
game with the Storm, he 
scored 12 points on four of  
four three-pointers in 11 
minutes of  playing time 
against Division I Univer-
sity of  Arkansas-Little 
Rock. It was an exhibition 
game and the Storm came 
out on the short end of  a 
101-92 decision in over-
time.

Since then, Southeast-
ern has won three in a 

SEE SPOTLIGHT, PAGE 12

SEE OUTDOORS, PAGE 12

Ruminer signs with 
Texas A&M-Commerce

Over the past couple of  
years, Durant’s Lauren Ru-
miner has developed into a 
dominant offensive force for 
the Lady Lion soccer pro-
gram against most every op-
ponent.

Still with one season to 
go, she has been a two-time 
All-District performer and 
is coming off  a junior sea-
son in which she was one of  
the state’s top scorers with 
23 goals on 84 shot attempts. 
Just for good measure, she 
added eight assists.

The senior catalyst par-
layed that success to an op-
portunity she never really 
thought about until the last 
few years, signing a college 
scholarship this week with 
a perennial successful pro-
gram at Texas A&M-Com-
merce.

Just two years ago, the 
Lady Lions played three 

rounds deep into the NCAA 
Division II playoffs before 
falling to the top-ranked team 
in the nation.

“I have played soccer since 
I was about three years old,” 
Ruminer commented. “I 
started playing on a club team 
when I was 11 and when we 
began going to tournaments 
and there were some college 
coaches there.

“Once I got to be about a 
freshman, I started getting 
some looks from those college 
coaches and began think-
ing. I was passionate about 
the game, so I might have a 
chance to compete in college. 
I’m excited to get that chance. 
My coaches and teammates 
have been so supportive of  
me and helped me get this op-
portunity.”

Ruminer ran track as well 
as playing soccer up to her 
sophomore season before 
tearing her hamstring while 
participating on the track.

She came back strong last 

year after rehabilitation, but 
decided to just stick with 
soccer as her first love. That 
dedication and determination 
turned into one of  the best of-
fensive seasons in school his-
tory a year ago.

“Lauren has been one of  
our most productive scorers 
we have had for the last three 
years,” Durant head coach 
Jeff  Garrett said. “Opposing 
teams try to lock up on her 
every game but she is still our 
leading scorer most of  the 
time. She is one of  those type 
of  players that leads by exam-
ple. Her speed, skill and work 
ethic is something other kids 
want to replicate.

“It’s been exciting for her 
to go through the recruiting 
process. It seems like a big 
relief  to get that off  her chest 
now with getting signed be-
fore the season starts. It’s not 
only good for Lauren to get 
this chance but good for our 

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Durant High School soccer player Lauren Ruminer signed a contract Thursday with with Texas A&M 
Commerce. From left, Glenn Price, Ruminer’s private soccer coach, mother Cindy Ruminer, father Rob-
bie Ruminer (standing) coach Jeff Garrett, and also his son Zach Garrett (standing).

BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat 

SEE SIGNS, PAGE 12
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row with Kayo scor-
ing 13 points against 
Arlington Baptist and 
five against St. Mary’s 
University of  San Anto-
nio, Texas. He played 22 
minutes against Arling-
ton Baptist and record-
ed his season high of  13 
points on six of  eight 
from the field and one 
of  two from beyond 
the arc. He also pulled 
down seven rebounds 
with three off  the offen-
sive glass while dishing 
out three assists.

Goncalves attended 
Centro Educacional 
da Lagoa High School 
in Palhoca and led his 
team to a second-place 
finish in the national 
tournament. He played 

on under-15, under-16 
and under-17 national 
teams in Brazil. He 
moved from Palhoca to 
Rio de Janeiro for more 
competitive opportuni-
ties.

Hobbies include play-
ing pool and reading. 
He is majoring in math-
ematics with a minor 
in finance, which leaves 
little time for playing 
pool.

His support staff  
includes parents Joao 
Goncalves and Marta 
Regina Milani, along 
with Leopoldo Gon-
calves, Ana Regena, 
Paula Goncalves, Dan-
iela Goncalves, Faviana 
Modrow and Chayenne 
Goncalves. Throw in 
teammates, coaches 
and friends and this 
group can make some 
noise.

Kayo’s goal is to play 
pro basketball. Should 
that not work out, he 
will take a crack at the 
world of  mathematics 
and finance.

Goncalves considered 
Dallas Baptist Universi-
ty and the University of  
Texas-Permian Basin.

“I chose Southeast-
ern because of  coach 
(Kelly) Green,” Kayo 
said. “He came to see 
me at Midland and I 
really liked him.”

Coach Green said, 
“Kayo was referred to 
me by a good Brazilian 
friend of  mine. I have 
coached probably in 
excess of  50 Brazilian 
players in my career 
and have been to Brazil 
four or five times.

“I went out to his ju-
nior college in Midland 
and recruited him. He’s 

a really good shooter 
and can really run. He’s 
a hard worker who asks 
lots of  questions and 
always looks for ways 
to improve. He’s only 
19 and really should 
be just a freshman in 
college. Kayo is just a 
great kid and I’m proud 
to have him on our 
team.

“Our players work 
the sideline as ball boys 
at the football games. 
When it was Kayo’s 
turn to work it, that the 
first football game he 
had ever seen.”

Kayo considers shoot-
ing the strong point of  
his game, from 3-point 
range on in to the 
basket. His four of  four 
treys against Arkan-
sas-Little Rock in the 
exhibition game backs 
up his belief.

beginning to fizzle - will 
all conspire to produce 
a few huge buck sight-
ings this weekend as 
the 2018 Oklahoma gun 
deer season draws to a 
close.

2. Rattle One Up - 
While some think of  
antler rattling as a 
primary tool during the 
pre-rut and peak rut, 
the technique is also 
a big-time - or is that 
big tined? - winner as 
November turns into 
December.

“Once the rut starts 
winding down, it’s 
a good time to rattle 
again,” agrees Realtree 
Outdoors executive 
producer David Blan-
ton. “A lot of  does have 
come in and out of  heat, 
but the bucks are still 
aggressive.”

Blanton’s observation 
comes from plenty of  
personal observation 
out in the field over the 
past couple of  decades 
as he has helped film 
the Outdoor Channel 
show with Team Real-
tree’s Bill Jordan, Tyler 

Jordan and Michael 
Waddell among others.

But that thought is 
also backed up with 
biological science too 
since a study in South 
Texas several years ago 
by wildlife biologist Dr. 
Mick Hellickson found 
out that the best time 
to rattle up a wise, old 
mature buck with a set 
of  rattling horns is in 
fact…you guessed it…
during the post rut.

Which is exactly why 
you should have your 
set of  rattling horns, a 
rattling bag, or a syn-
thetic rattling system 
in hand if  you’re up in 
a treestand this upcom-
ing weekend.

3. Hunt Funnels, 
Especially Near Food - 
The book on whitetail 
hunting says that when 
the post-rut arrives, it’s 
time to start hunting 
food again.

And while that is un-
doubtedly true, remem-
ber that we’re appar-
ently in that in between 
phase of  the breeding 
cycle where some bucks 
are still rutting, while 
still others are wanting 
to put the rut behind 

them and aggressively 
put the feed bag back 
on.

So where should you 
hunt with that in mind?

My suggestion would 
be to hunt funnels, 
bottlenecks and travel 
corridors that are near 
food sources - food 
plots, corn feeders, 
native vegetation, etc. 
- but not necessarily 
locations right over the 
top of  such chow halls.

Why? Because the 
does will begin to relate 
to the food again over 
the next few days. And 
so will younger bucks 
and a few older, mature 
bucks that are opting 
out of  the annual love 
parade seen in the local 
whitetail woods.

But those older, wis-
er, mature bucks - the 
lone wolf  kind that tend 
to be cagey old codgers 
with heavy sets of  
headgear resting on top 
of  their noggins - they’ll 
often be the last one 
cruising by a spot, tak-
ing an easy thorough-
fare to the downwind 
side of  a food source.

Because that’s where 
they can scent check 

for one last doe popping 
into estrous before 
quickly moving on 
down the trail to anoth-
er area where they hope 
to find another doe.

Park yourself  on that 
trail - especially on one 
that bottlenecks down 
into a tight shooting 
area in front of  your 
stand - over the next 
several days and maybe, 
just maybe, you’ll dis-
cover what many deer 
hunters already know.

And that’s this, that 
as good as the mid-No-
vember deer hunting 
action can be, it’s not 
the only time that a 
hunter can kill a big 
mature buck around 
the Red River Valley.

My guess is that if  
you get to put an early 
December tag on your 
own gnarly monster 
whitetail, you’ll proba-
bly agree.

All the way to the 
taxidermist’s shop, that 
is.

Lynn Burkhead is Senior 
Writer for Outdoor Channel, 
World Fishing Network and 
Sportsman Channel and 
resides in Denison, Texas. His 
column appears weekly.
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program and gets expo-
sure for some of our other 
soccer players as well.”

Ruminer begin work-
ing out and training 
with her own personal 
coach Glenn Price last 
summer and started at-
tending college camps.

After a couple of  tries, 
she found what seemed 
like the right fit at Com-
merce.

“I didn’t know any-
thing about A&M-Com-
merce, but Glenn got 
in touch with the coach 
there and we went for a 
camp the end of  July,” 
Ruminer stated. “They 
had a long rain delay 
and we started to think 
the camp would get 
cancelled but they went 
ahead and had it after it 
stopped.

“The weather turned 
out perfect and the peo-
ple were really nice. It 

felt like family, kind of  
like Durant, and I was 
right at home. We did 
pretty much the same 
stuff  I had been work-
ing on. I was the fastest 
one there and I think the 
coach was looking for 
speed and offered me. 
It was an easy decision 
because I was already 
in love with the coaches, 
other players and play-
ing style there. He said 
he expects me to come 
in and start next year.”

Ruminer is still unde-
termined, but consider-
ing majoring in nursing.

There’s still oth-
er options though as 
A&M-Commerce in re-
cent years has produced 
All-Americans that have 
gone on to play soccer at 
the professional level.

“That seems a little 
far-fetched for me right 
now but who knows,” 
she added. “I never real-
ly thought I would play 
collegiately until just re-
cently either.”

SIGNS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

OHCE makes donations 
to local veterans

Two members, Jack 
and Pat Accountius, 
representatives of  the 
Oklahoma Home and 
Community Education 
visited the Sam Rayburn 
Memorial Veteran’s Cen-
ter in Bonham, Texas.

They presented Janice 
Reese, a Volunteer Asso-
ciate at the center, with 
approximately 20 Bibs 
for the residents, made 
by members of  the Cal-
era Group. 

They also present-
ed her with 15 boxes of  
blank cards for the resi-
dents which stamps were 
also provided.

The boxes of  cards 
came wrapped with a 
red ribbon and a thank 
you note from the Bry-
an County OHCE for 
their sacrifices and their 

willingness to serve our 
country, ensuring our 
freedom and protecting 
our country. The cards 
were provided by the 
Busy Bee Group, the Ea-
ger Group, a member 
at large, and the Calera 
Group. There was also 
a small donation to pro-
vide some of  needs of  the 
Veteran’s.

In the past, the gifts 
and donations have 
been made at Valen-
tine’s Day. However, this 
year, the groups decided 
that Thanksgiving is a 
more appropriate time 
to thank those who have 
sacrificed much for our 
freedom and peace of  
mind. The members of  
the Bryan County OHCE 
wish to extend their 
thanks to all veterans.
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