
DETROIT (AP) — Gen-
eral Motors will cut up to 
14,000 workers in North 
America and put five plants 
up for possible closure as it 
abandons many of its car 
models and restructures 
to focus more on autono-
mous and electric vehicles, 
the automaker announced 
Monday.

The reductions could 
amount to as much as 8 per-
cent of  GM’s global work-
force of  180,000 employees.

The restructuring re-
flects changing North 
American auto markets as 
manufacturers continue to 
shift away from cars toward 
SUVs and trucks. In Octo-
ber, almost 65 percent of  
new vehicles sold in the U.S. 
were trucks or SUVs. That 
figure was about 50 percent 

cars just five years ago.
GM is shedding cars 

largely because it doesn’t 
make money on them, Citi 
analyst Itay Michaeli wrote 
in a note to investors.

“We estimate sedans op-
erate at a significant loss, 
hence the need for classic 
restructuring,” he wrote.

The reduction includes 
about 8,000 white-collar 
employees, or 15 percent 
of  GM’s North American 

white-collar workforce. 
Some will take buyouts 
while others will be laid off.

At the factories, around 
3,300 blue-collar workers 
could lose jobs in Canada 
and another 2,600 in the 
U.S., but some U.S. workers 
could transfer to truck or 
SUV factories that are in-
creasing production.

The company also said it 
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“I Sell What I List ”

And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, 

do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father 
through him.

Colossians 3:17 NIV

FREE
SAMPLE

Education, entertainment, and enlightenment
A brief history of the 
Circuit Chautauqua

In June of  1917 Rev. J. 
T. Clinton of  Calera drove 
his friends, Prof. Beane, 
City Marshal Martin, and 
J. B. Simpson, the editor 
of  the Calera News, to 
hear William Jennings 
Bryan lecture on “Man’s 
Duty to Country, to 
Society, and to God” at 
the Durant Chautauqua. 
Mr. Simpson declared 
him “one of  the world’s 
greatest lecturers” and 
the other 1,200 members 
of  the audience seemed 
to agree.

Chautauqua is the 
name of a lake in western 

New York where Method-
ist camp meetings were 
first held in 1874. How-
ever, what began simply 
as a method of  training 
Sunday school teachers 
eventually developed into 
a national movement 
known as the circuit 
Chautauqua - a traveling 
troupe of  performers 
and personalities who 
educated and entertained 
millions of  Americans, 
including your ancestors 
here in Bryan County. 
The tent shows set up 
in towns throughout 
Oklahoma from 1904 to 
1924 when the institution 
celebrated its Golden 
Jubilee. After that, it had 

too much competition 
from other forms of en-
tertainment to maintain 
its popularity.

Many small towns like 
Durant organized their 
own Chautauqua events, 
but relied on booking 
agencies for performers. 

The largest of  these was 
Redpath-Horner. A col-
lection of  their brochures 
and advertisements at 
the University of  Iowa 
Library shows that they 
represented “4,545 lectur-
ers, teachers, preachers, 
statesmen and politi-

cians, actors, singers and 
opera stars, glee clubs 
and concert companies, 
magicians, whistlers and 
other performers” who 
traveled the Midwest. 
The library’s collection 

BY MARY E. MAURER
For the Democrat 

SEE CHAUTAUQUA, PAGE 3

Angels we have heard

Courtesy photo

The Three Valley Museum held its annual Holiday Open House Sunday evening. The Red River Arts Council sponsored a Gingerbread 
House competition, vendors plied their wares and Russell Cook played the hammered-dulcimer. The Durant Middle School Appawse 
Choir performed holiday selections for visitors who also enjoyed refreshments served by the museum board. “It was a wonderful 
start to the holiday season,” said DMS choir director Aprill Raines.

Shop Small Saturday a success
Downtown business owners  
show off what they have to offer

Stephanie Gardner, execu-
tive director of  Durant Main 
Street, proclaimed this past 
Saturday’s “Shop Small Satur-
day” event a great success.

“It went great,” Gardner 
said. “This was the biggest 
year so far.”

Downtown business owners 
interviewed by the Democrat 
agreed.

“We were just really happy 
with it,” said Lori Pletcher, 
co-owner of  Cobblestone Out-

fitters and the Old Icehouse 
Beer Garden at 215 N. 3rd Ave. 
in Durant. “We were just real-
ly happy with the traffic. We 
made some sales and cooked 
some food, we had about 150 
(shoppers) come through.”

Gardner said this is the 
third year she has been in-
volved with Shop Small Sat-
urday, though the event has 
been held for several years. 
She estimated between 400 
and 500 shoppers visited busi-
nesses on Main Street and the 
surrounding neighborhoods. 
The shoppers were treated to 

live entertainment, food and 
special promotions by Durant 
Main Street and the partici-
pating businesses.

The day included what 
Gardner called “pop-up 
shops.” These were booths 
set up by businesses that 
don’t have brick-and-mortar 
locations. Whether they are 
home-based or a service busi-
ness that doesn’t need a fixed 
location, Gardner said the 10 
booths set up on Main Street 
gave these merchants an op-

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

Lori Pletcher, and Kyle Norwood had the grand opening of Cobblestone 
Outfitters and the Old Icehouse Beer Garden during Shop Small Saturday 
this past weekend. The pair joined other downtown business owners in 
kicking off the holiday shopping season by highlighting the benefits of 
patronizing downtown businesses.

BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 

Motorcyclist 
struck by car, 
killed in Colbert
STAFF REPORT

A motorcycle rider was killed Saturday 
after being struck by a car in Colbert.

The accident happened at approximate-
ly 2:30 p.m. when 64-year-old Ray White 
was attempting to merge onto Highway 
69-75 near the Love’s Travel Stop. He 
then had an accident and was struck by 
a black Honda Civic that authorities said 
left the scene.

White was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Colbert Police, assisted by the Oklaho-
ma Highway Patrol, investigated the ac-
cident. Anyone with information on the 
Civic driver is encouraged to call police.

In other news, a mobile home burned 
Saturday in Durant, according to the Du-
rant Fire Department.

Firefighters were dispatched at 6:02 
p.m. to 2999 Sandstone Road and upon 
arrival, the home was fully engulfed in 
flames.

The fire was put out, but the home was 
a total loss, according to a DFD report. 
The home did not have electricity.

According to the fire department, wind 
was blowing and residents had a fire out-
side that became out of  control. They put 
it out and left, but the fire appeared to 
have rekindled, burning grass and rub-
bish before it caught the home on fire.

Firefighters left the scene at 7:40 that 
evening.

In other fires, firefighters respond-
ed at 2:31 p.m. Nov. 21 to an automobile 
fire that was near a house at 410 Jones 
St. When firefighters arrived, the engine 
compartment was on fire and they quick-
ly hosed down the fire.

SEE SMALL, PAGE 3

GM to lay off up to 14K workers
BY TOM KRISHER
AP Auto Writer 

SEE GM, PAGE 3



Shirley Ann Atteberry 
of  Durant passed from 
this life on Sunday, No-
vember 25, 2018 at the age 
of  64. A funeral service 
will be held at 2:00 pm 
on Thursday, November 
29, 2018 at the Monterey 
Chapel, 224 S. 9th St., 
Durant, OK. followed by 
a graveside interment at 
the Yarnaby Cemetery 

in Yarnaby, Oklahoma. 
A family hour will be 
held from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, November 
28, at Gordon Funeral 
Home, 221 N. 3rd, Durant, 
PH- 580-916-9090, www.
gordonfh.com.

Kenneth (Ken) Fred-
erick Ruhl, of  Durant, 
OK, died Sunday, Novem-
ber 18, 2018 at a special 
rehabilitation hospital 
in Sherman, Texas. His 
memorial service and 
celebration of  his life was 
Saturday, December 1, 
at 11:00 a.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 501 
N. 15th Ave., Durant, OK. 
Cremation has been cho-
sen and there will be no 
interment at this time.

Ken was born in 
Sapulpa, OK on Septem-
ber 16, 1930 to parents 
Ollie Jean (Grubbs) Ruhl 
and Kenneth P. Ruhl. He 
attended Sapulpa Public 
Schools and graduated 
with the Class of  1948. 
He was active in school 
activities and in the Boy 
Scouts where he earned 
the Eagle Scout award 
and membership in the 
Order of  the Arrow. 
Following graduation, he 
attended Central State 
College (now University 
of  Central Oklahoma) for 
one year before enlisting 
in the US Air Force. After 
completing his military 
service, he returned to 
Oklahoma and complet-
ed college at Oklahoma 
City University earning 
a bachelor of  science 
degree in business.

On July 17, 1953 Ken 
married Mary June 
Bradley in the Y Chapel 
on campus at Central 
State College, beginning a 
marriage that was to last 
more than 65 years. Most 
of  his working years 
were in sales including 25 
years with OG&E where 
he retired in 1987 as Divi-
sion Supervisor, Consum-
er Services, in Ardmore, 
OK. He spent another ten 
years self-employed sell-
ing specialty advertising. 
He was in Lion’s Club, 
both in Durant and Ard-
more, and active in many 
community activities. A 
member of  the First Pres-
byterian Church, he had 
served as a deacon and 
on a number of  church 
committees. During 
retirement he enjoyed 
woodworking, watercolor 
painting, traveling with 
his wife, as well as writ-
ing his own story about 

growing up in Sapulpa.
Preceding him in death 

were his parents and his 
brother, Robert J. Ruhl. 
Survivors to cherish his 
memory include his wife 
Mary, daughter Cindy 
Ruhl, son Kurt Ruhl, 
all of  Durant, son Chris 
Ruhl and wife Michelle of  
Oologah, OK, six grand-
sons Daniel Ruhl (Rachel) 
and John Ruhl (Megan) 
all of  Tulsa, Samuel Ruhl 
of  Pueblo, CO, Joshua 
Ruhl, Jonathan Ruhl, and 
Isaiah Ruhl of  Ardmore, 
OK, and four grand-
daughters Mary Grace 
Robinson (Dwight) of  Ft. 
Worth, TX, Sarah Pretty-
man (Colton) of  Wash-
ougal, WA, Hannah Ruhl 
and Ruthanna Ruhl both 
of  Ardmore, OK. There 
are four great-grandchil-
dren.

Memorials may be 
made to Goodland Acad-
emy, P.O. Box 1056, Hugo, 
OK 74743-1056 or First 
Presbyterian Church, 
Durant, OK.

Gordon Funeral Home, 
221 N. 3rd Durant is han-
dling the arrangements. 
www.gordonfh.com

Sandra Ann Epley, 
78 of  Mead, OK left this 
life on November 22, 
2018. She is survived by 
Harold C. Epley, Jr. of  

the home. There will be 
a burial at sea at a later 
date. Gordon Funeral 
Home 221 N. 3rd, Durant 
is handling the arrange-
ments. www.gordonfh.
com

Joe Allen Perkins, 
78, of  Sherman, Texas, 
passed away on Novem-
ber 22, 2018 at his home. 
The family will have a 
private memorial service 
at a later date.

Joe was born on 
August 2, 1940 in Durant, 
Oklahoma to Otis and 
Grace Perkins. He was 
raised in Albany, and at-
tended schools in Yuba. 
He loved baseball and 
was an exceptional base-
ball player. He missed 
his chance to play profes-
sional baseball when he 
and a friend had gone 
to Washington to pick 
apples and missed when 
the scouts came to see 
him play. Joe loved to 
hunt, fish, frog gig and 
just being outdoors. He 
loved his family and was 
a true gentleman. He 
would introduce himself  
with his hat in his hand, 
he was proper. He plant-
ed over 1,000 trees in his 
lifetime and he loved to 
work in his garden. He 
was a provider of  many 
things for many people, 
he would help anybody. 

He loved his sister 
Elaine’s pecan pies. He 
was a 32nd Degree Master 
Mason and was a mem-
ber of  the Travis Lodge 
#117 in Sherman, Texas. 
He had a huge person-
ality, you never doubted 
his integrity, was very 
charismatic, and had 
the most charming 
smile. He met his wife 
Linda in 1986 and they 
lived a good life together 
doing what they loved; 
spending time at home 
and with family. He will 
be greatly missed by all 
who knew him.

Joe worked at Texas 
Instruments for 32 years 
in Sherman. He worked 
as a plumber and electri-

cian. Upon retiring from 
TI, he owned Perkins 
Lawn Service until his 
passing. He was always 
working, he was a doer, 
he never stopped.

Joe was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
three brothers: Larry, 
Bobby, and Billy Per-
kins. He is survived by 
his wife, Linda; sister 
Elaine Harp of  Durant; 
daughter Debra Wilson 
and husband Steve 
of  Durant; grandson 
Cliff  Wilson and wife 
Shembra of  Durant; 
granddaughter Ericka 
Sisk and husband Caleb 
of  Durant; two stepsons: 
Kenneth Stephens and 
wife Jamie of  Tom Bean, 
and James Stephens and 
wife Moody of Lindale; 
stepdaughter Kelly 
Shuff  of  Howe; several 
stepgrandchildren Kay-
la, Clayton, Taylor, and 
Daley Stephens; many 
great grandchildren 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and extended family and 
friends.

You may sign the 
online registry at www.
Dannelfuneralhome.
com.

2 • NEWS/OBITUARIES TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2018 • DURANT DEMOCRAT

Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS  

FOR SALE OR LEASE

FOR LEASE
900 SF office space located inside building at 200 W. Beech, Durant.

FOR SALE OR LEASE
Building and small office, plus 

fenced in yard located at 302 N 
49th.  $225,000. Owner  

financing available. 
17-ACRE ESTATE HOME FOR SALE
(Durant City Limits) 2267 Folsom Rd.

UNDER 
CONTRACT

HOME FOR SALE
3BR, 2.5 Bath home at 
2196 N. 49th St.,  
sits on 2 lots, $298,500.

SHIRLEY ANN  
ATTEBERRY 

KENNETH FREDERICK 
RUHL 

SANDRA ANN EPLEY 

JOE ALLEN PERKINS 

OBITUARIES

Nov. 29
The GFWC Fortnightly 

Club of Durant will meet 
on Thursday, Nov. 29 
in the home of  Mrs. 
Earl Umsted with Mrs. 
Sharon Morrison serv-
ing as her co-hostess. 
Dr. Barbara Rackley 
will be presenting the 
book review over the 
book, Dopstick: Dearler, 
Doctors, and the Drug 
Company That Addict-
ed America. Mrs. Randy 
Sullivan will be giving 
the devotional.

Dec. 3-5
The Board of Educa-

tion of Silo Public School 
District announces that 
statutorily qualified in-
dividuals interested in 
running as a candidate 
for the No. 4 seat on the 
Silo Board of  Education 
may file at the Bryan 
County Election Board 
between 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Dec. 3-5.

Dec. 6-8
The Friends of the Li-

brary annual Holiday Craft 
Show is Thursday, Dec. 6 
through Saturday, Dec. 
8, at 1515 W. Main. The 
hours are 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Thursday and Fri-
day and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday. There will 
be 23 booths with home-
made crafts, sweets, 
décor, retail and more. 
This is a great way to do 
your Christmas shop-

ping and support your 
library.

Ongoing
Clothes Closet First 

Baptist Church hosts a 
free clothes closet for 
anyone in need of  cloth-
ing. The closet features, 
shoes, coats and other 
types of  clean, service-
able clothing. The closet 
is at 217 N. 2nd St. in 
Durant across from the 
church. It is open the 
second Friday of  each 
month from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The closet accpets 
donations from 9 a.m. to 
noon each Wednesday.

Child Find is a search 
for all children with 
disabilities who are not 
receiving a free, appro-
priate, public education. 
This applies to children 
between the ages of  
birth and twenty-one 
years of  age, who have 
not yet graduated from 
high school. Caddo Pub-
lic Schools offers full 
educational opportuni-
ties for all students. If  
you suspect your child 
may have a disability, 
or know of  a child with 
a disability who is not 
receiving a free, appro-
priate, public education, 
please contact Caddo 
Public Schools.

Big Five Head Start is a 
free child development 
program designed to 
meet the needs of  3-and-
4 year-old children. El-

igibility is determined 
by the child’s age and 
family income based on 
the 2018 Family Income 
Guidelines. Ten percent 
of  enrollment must 
be made available to 
children with disabili-
ties. Heath screenings 
and transportation is 
provided for qualifying 
children. For more in-
formation, call 924-7404 
or 924-5331. Applica-
tions are available at 
Jackie Watson Child 
Development Center, 
3725 W. Arkansas St. 
and 1502 N. First Ave.

Durant Masonic Lodge 
No. 45 holds its break-
fast on the third Satur-
day of  each month from 
6:30 a.m. until 10 a.m. at 
the lodge on the corner 
of  Gates and University. 
Cost is $5 per plate.

The Disabled American 
Veterans, “DAV” has 
five certified Service 
Officers that are located 
in the VFW post at 123 S 
2nd Ave here in Durant. 
These service officers 
attend training and get 
recertified each year. 
The purpose of  the cer-
tification is to be sure 
all the service officers 
are current on all new 
forms and procedures 
that are necessary to 
file claims for Veterans 
and their families. The 
hours are 11 am to 3 pm 
Monday through Fri-
day. If  it is not possible 

for the veteran to make 
these hours due to work 
or what ever we will do 
appointments. Just call 
the Commander, Don 
“Pappy” Papin at 580 
634 2905 and set up an 
appointment.

The Bryan County 
Magnolia Garden Club 
monthly third-Mon-
day morning meetings 
convene in the homes of  
different members each 
month from September 
through May. Times of  
meetings will be posted 
in advance.

The Hendrix Commu-
nity Center has a game 
night from 5-7 p.m. the 
first Saturday of  each 
month.

The Lighthouse of Col-
bert will have a gospel 
singing at 7 p.m. the 
second Friday of  each 
month. The church is 
located at 346 Somers 
Ave. south of  the post 
office.

New Horizon Fellowship’s 
temporary location is 
383 Bushnell Lane in 
Durant. Services soon 
will begin at the per-
manent address of  501 
S. First St. in Calera. 
Worship times: Sunday 
school 10 a.m., Sunday 
worship 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m., and Wednesday at 
7 p.m.

Reynolds Chapel Baptist 
Church hosts a singing at 
7 p.m. the third Satur-
day of  the month. Bible 

study will be at 6 p.m. 
on the first and third 
Wednesdays.

A Christ-centered 12-
step meeting for men will 
be 6-8 p.m. Wednesdays 
at Durant First Baptist 
Church, Room 207. For 
information, call (580) 
924-3574.

Bryan County Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates 
is conducting ongoing 
volunteer training. Con-
tact Betty Colclazier or 
Carolyn Thompson at 
(580) 924-0564 for CASA 
details. Flexible train-
ing schedule available.

“DivorceCare,” a di-
vorce-recovery seminar 
and support group, is 
a 13-week series con-
ducted at First Baptist 
Church, 124 W. Ever-
green St., Durant. The 
ministry remains open, 
so people may attend as 
they have need. Weekly 
sessions are 6-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays in Room 
210. There is no obli-
gation to attend First 
Baptist or any church 
to participate in this 
seminar/support group. 
All persons in the area 
who are experiencing 
separation or divorce 
or have experienced 
divorce years ago are 
encouraged to attend. 
For information about 
DivorceCare or to pre- 
register, call the church 
at 924-3573, Katherine 
Brown at 924-1472, or 

e-mail kmbrown740@ 
simplynet.net. Visit 
www.divorcecare.org or 
www.dc4k.org to learn 
more.

The Democratic Party of 
Bryan County meets at 6 
p.m. the first Tuesday of  
the month in the small 
dining room of  Roma 
Italian Restaurant in 
Durant. Meetings are 
open to the public.

The Bryan County 
Federation of Democratic 
Women meets the third 
Tuesday of  each month 
at noon in the small 
dining room of  Roma 
Restaurant in Durant. 
The meetings feature 
guest speakers and 
discussions of  current 
events. Both women 
and men are welcome to 
the meetings.

Mead Community Center 
serves lunch 12-1 p.m. 
Tuesdays-Thursdays. 
Cost is $4. Caddo Com-
munity Association 
meets at 6 p.m. the 
second Monday of  each 
month at the Indian 
Territory Museum and 
Library. New members 
always welcome.

Red River Pride meets 
at 6 p.m. Thursdays at 
the Donald W. Reynolds 
Community Center and 
Library, 1515 W. Main 
St., Durant. Anyone in-
terested in the commu-
nity-oriented organiza-
tion is welcome.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Are you reading this?   
Your competitor is too.

ADVERTISE WITH US! 

580.634.2151
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This agent owned House/Shop is MOVE-IN READY!  
House consists of 3 bed/3 bath with 2950 sq. ft. living 
area, 2450 sq. ft. shop, 20x25 sq. ft. garage, and 25x40 

sq. ft. Carport, 12x 28 sq. ft. cabana all attached. A 
40x40 sq. ft. detached garage perfect for RV. In ground 

16x32 sq. ft. pool, pond and fruit trees setting on 11.5 
acres located on the west side of Durant city limits.

Bryan County Properties
We Are Rec ognized, Res pect ed, and Rec ommended
(580) 924-6206  •  2902 University Blvd. Durant, OK 74701  •  Alvie Nelson (580)-775-4664

379 Madison Street, Durant

is considered to be “the 
most extensive holding 
of  circuit Chautauqua 
materials in existence.” 
It is because of  their 
collection that we know 
so much about the 
people who spent years 
of  their lives entertain-
ing and educating the 
public. According to 
the documents, “by the 
mid-1920s, there were 
twenty-one circuits 
providing programs in 
more than 10,000 com-
munities in 45 states to 
an estimated 40 million 
people.”

The primary goal of  
the circuit Chautauqua 
was to deliver “educa-
tional, spiritual, and 
cultural stimulation to 
rural and small-town 
America.” At the 100th 
anniversary of  the New 
York Chautauqua, Dr. 
Oscar E. Remick, the 
institution’s president, 
said, “Through culture 
we are embracing a 
deep religious aware-
ness of  the significance 
of  man’s creativity”. 
The Chautauqua cer-
tainly showcased that 
creativity. Performers 
included everyone from 
impersonators to magi-
cians to international 
bands. In her book 
Morally We Roll Along 
(1938), Gay McLaren 
declares that the circuit 
Chautauqua was the 
“greatest aggregation 
of  public performers 
the world has ever 
known.”

The foundation of  
the programs included 
lectures by well-known 
and popular speak-
ers from all over the 
country. Moralistic 
lectures were popu-
lar on the circuit, but 
equally appealing were 
political subjects such 
as graft and political 
corruption, judicial 
reform, foreign rela-
tions, prison reform, 
juvenile delinquency, 
public affairs, labor 
relations, poverty and 
ecology. The schedule 
for Durant’s first Chau-
tauqua in June of  1907 
lists Dr. James Hedley, 
speaking on “What is a 
Man Worth?” and Con-
gressman Fred Landis 
of  Indiana, talking 
about Lincoln. Patriot-
ic lectures were given 
across the country 
during 1917-1918 and 
were encouraged by 
President Wilson and 
the secretary of  war.

The Durant Chautau-

qua Association of  1908 
included E. B. Hinshaw, 
president, T. L. Cox, 
vice-president, C. H. 
Hardin Smith, trea-
surer, J. S. Westerhide, 
secretary and directors 
Hugh Cox, T. J. Perkins, 
V. L. Downing, G. M 
Rushing, W. E. Utter-
back , and M. H. Ayers. 
After a great beginning 
at the grounds on west 
Main Street, there were 
some complaints from 
the performers that 
they had not been paid 
in several days.

It was customary for 
them to be paid daily, 
so some attractions 
refused to appear. 
Afternoon events 
were cancelled and 
Vice-president T. L. 
Cox blamed the “parent 
organization”- South-
western Chautauqua 
Association- “which 
is managed from 
McAlester and whose 
president is perhaps the 
richest man in Okla-
homa.” It is unclear 
how the situation was 
resolved, but an item in 
the State Capital news-
paper for 1910 says that 
a “Chautauqua Associ-
ation was perfected” in 
Durant with Rev. J. W. 
Moseley, pastor of  the 
Presbyterian Church as 
the head. A seven-day 
event was planned 
for 1911 and fourteen 
attractions had been 
booked. Little more 
information is avail-
able until 1913 when 
the “Redpath-Horner 
agency” was engaged 
by Durant to supply 
performers.

The city park was 
used that year in order 
to assure plenty of  
room for the crowds. 
Lecturers included 
Congressman J. B. As-
well of  Louisiana and 
Fred Dale Ward, “globe 
trotter.” The Imperi-
al Guards Band from 
Venice, Italy, provided 
one of  the musical 
concerts. The paper 
noted that “several of  
the persons who will 
appear here draw pay 
checks amounting to as 
high as $350.00 for each 
performance.” A Junior 
Chautauqua was also 
planned for the chil-
dren because “they will 
not care to sit in the 
tent and listen to lec-
tures intended for older 
folks, but they will be 
delighted to spend a 
half  day playing games 
and listening to stories. 
Special work will be 
provided for the older 
boys and girls.” Season 

tickets were $2.00 for 
adults and $1.00 for 
children … transferable 
within a family.

The success of  the 
Durant Chautauqua 
continued for several 
more years and a few 
changes are worth 
noting. In 1922, there 
were 3,000 tickets sold 
at a bargain price of  $1. 
Somehow Durant ob-
tained a contract allow-
ing them to charge the 
lower price while other 
communities were re-
quired to charge $2.50. 
Southeastern Teachers 
College paid for all of  
the students enrolled 
in summer courses to 
attend for free. A brand 
new tent was used in 
hopes of  accommodat-
ing the huge crowds 
anticipated when Ruth 
Bryan Owen, daughter 
of  William Jennings 
Bryan, was advertised 
as a featured speaker.

In 1923, consideration 
was given to building 
an auditorium for the 
event, but later the 
decision was made to 
use the auditorium of  
Southeastern. In 1924, 
the first musical com-
edy on the circuit was 
performed there. It was 
George Cohan’s “For-
ty-five Minutes from 
Broadway.” By 1925, the 
price for season tickets 
was $2 and students 
were no longer admit-
ted free. By 1927, S.T.C. 
students were booked 
as performers at the 
Chautauqua in Hugo 
and in 1928, the paper 
mentioned a “S.T.C. 
Chautauqua tour.”

As mentioned before, 
the popularity of  the 

circuit Chautauqua be-
gan to diminish as peo-
ple listened to the radio, 
watched television, and 
traveled by auto to a 
variety of  events. The 
Chautauqua seasons in 
small towns were few 
and far between; those 
that remained were 
reduced from a week 
or more to two or three 
days. 

Of  course, some of  
the larger ones re-
mained successful for 
many years. In 1974, 
the New York’s Chau-
tauqua was still going 
strong with an “annual 
budget of  $2.5 million, 
a summer staff  of  500, 
and a program schedule 
of  nearly 300 events.” 
The two-month season 
was expected to draw 
“8,000 resident partic-
ipants, including 2,000 
students enrolled in 
classes and a total of  
300,000 visitors.” Per-
formers scheduled were 
Marilyn Horne (opera) 
Allegra Kent (ballet) 
and musicians George 
Shearing, Melba Moore, 
Stan Kenton and Dave 
Brubeck. A 10-cent 
commemorative stamp 
was made for their 
100th anniversary.

New York’s president, 
Dr. Remick, who spoke 
at the anniversary 
event, said “Chautau-
qua doesn’t show art 
for art’s sake or provide 
education for educa-
tion’s sake, but for the 
sake of  the good life.” 
Thanks to generations 
of  like-minded folks 
here at home, Bryan 
County enjoyed that 
good life for more than 
twenty years.

CHAUTAUQUA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

portunity to promote 
their wares to the hol-
iday shoppers. Gard-
ner pointed out that 
even brick-and-mortar 
stores could benefit 
from the pop-up shops.

EC Escape Rooms 
Durant is technically 
a Main Street busi-
ness. It’s just located 
at the opposite end of  
the street from down-
town. However, Gard-
ner said the owners set 
up a temporary escape 
room with a Christmas 
theme for shoppers to 
try. She said it was one 
of  the most popular 
features of  the day.

“That was a big hit,” 
Gardner said.

The day was the 
kickoff  event of  sever-
al Durant Main Street 
promotions, including 
the Elf  on a Shelf  Scav-
enger hunt. In this pro-
motion, which will run 
through Dec. 23, there 
are elves hidden in 15 
downtown business-
es. Shoppers who take 
selfies with all 15 elves 
and post them on Insta-
gram or Facebook with 
the tags #mydurant, 
and #elvesliketoget-
downtown, will qualify 
for a prize from Durant 
Main Street. One of  
the businesses partici-
pating is On Your Toes 
Performance Wear, 
owned by Adrienne 
Hansen.

The business car-
ries specialty clothing 
for dance, gymnastics, 
cheerleading and simi-
lar pursuits.

“We try to supply a 
little bit of  everything. 
There is no where else 
around here where you 
can try on clogging 
shoes,” Hansen said.

In addition to special 
deals, Hansen’s busi-
ness offered shoppers 
hot cider and cookies 
Saturday. She said be-
tween 50 and 75 cus-
tomers visited her shop 
at 137 A West Main St. 
She said the holiday 
activities will continue 
through the week with 
a shoe decorating con-

test.
Hansen said the Sat-

urday promotion was 
an example of  down-
town businesses work-
ing as a community to 
support not only the 
city, but one another. 
According to Hansen, 
the downtown business 
operators are dedicat-
ed to making Durant 
stronger economically 
and socially.

“We’re really proud 
of  Durant,” she said.

For Pletcher, and her 
business partner Kyle 
Norwood, Saturday 
was the grand open-
ing of  their store on 
3rd Avenue. Their first 
store was just a half  a 
block down Third and 
featured mainly wom-
en’s wear. Pletcher 
said when they got the 
opportunity to pur-
chase the old icehouse 
building, they jumped 
at the chance. It not 
only meant expanding 
their business, it also 
enables them to move 
into a historic building 
filled with character.

“We want to keep it 
as the icehouse that 
people know, that land-
mark,” Pletcher said. 
“We want to keep that 
alive.”

She said they have 
expanded their in-
ventory to include 
men’s clothing, vinyl 
records, antiques and 
decorative odds and 
ends. They also put in 
a bar and small kitch-
en and applied for an 
alcoholic beverage li-
cense. Pletcher said 
they want to promote 
a warm atmosphere 
where people can shop 
and then hang out with 
friends.

“It’s not just an in-
and-out store. It’s a 
place you can spend 
some time at,” Pletcher 
said.

Like Hansen, Pletch-
er credits Gardner and 
Durant Main Street 
with keeping the down-
town area alive.

“We were really hap-
py with (Shop Small 
Saturday). Stephanie 
Gardner said a good 
job getting the word 
out,” she said.

SMALL
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will stop operating two 
additional factories out-
side North America by 
the end of  next year, in 
addition to a previously 
announced plant closure 
in Gunsan, South Korea.

General Motors Co.’s 
pre-emptive strike to get 
leaner before the next 
downturn likely will be 
followed by Ford Motor 
Co., which has said it is 
restructuring and will 
lay off  an unspecified 
number of  white-collar 
workers. Toyota Mo-
tor Corp. also has dis-
cussed cutting costs, 
even though it’s building 
a new assembly plant in 
Alabama.

GM isn’t the first to 
abandon much of  its car 
market. Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles got out of  
small and midsize cars 
two years ago, while 
Ford announced plans 
to shed all cars but the 
Mustang sports car in 
the U.S. in the coming 
years.

Shares of  GM, the larg-
est automaker in the U.S. 
which sells the Chevro-
let, Buick, Cadillac and 
GMC brands, rose nearly 
6 percent on the news to 
$37.98 in Monday after-
noon trading.

GM doesn’t foresee an 
economic downturn and 
is making the cuts “to 
get in front of  it while 
the company is strong 

and while the economy 
is strong,” CEO Mary 
Barra told reporters.

She also noted that 
tariffs on imported alu-
minum and steel have 
hit the company, but she 
stopped short of  saying 
they had anything to do 
with the restructuring.

After the morning 
announcement, Barra 
was to head for Wash-
ington to meet with 
White House economic 
adviser Larry Kudlow 
in what was described 
as a previously sched-
uled meeting, according 
to a White House official 
who spoke on condition 
of  anonymity because 
the official is not au-
thorized to discuss the 
meeting publicly.

President Donald 
Trump said his admin-
istration and lawmak-
ers are exerting “a lot of  
pressure” on GM.

Trump said he was be-
ing tough on Barra. He 
said he told the company 
that the U.S. has done a 
lot for GM and that if  its 
cars aren’t selling, the 
company needs to pro-
duce ones that will.

At a rally near Lord-
stown, Ohio, plant last 
summer, Trump told 
people not to sell their 
homes because the 
jobs are “coming back. 
They’re all coming 
back.”

Most of  the factories 
to be affected by GM’s 
restructuring build cars 
that will not be sold in 

the U.S. after next year. 
They could close or 
they could get different 
vehicles to build. Their 
futures will be part of  
contract talks with the 
United Auto Workers 
union next year.

The Detroit-based 
union has already con-
demned GM’s actions 
and threatened to fight 
them “through every 
legal, contractual and 
collective bargaining av-
enue open to our mem-
bership.”

Factories that don’t 
have any products after 
next year and could be 
closed include assembly 
plants in Detroit and 
Oshawa, Ontario, and 
Lordstown, Ohio, as well 
as transmission plants 
in Warren, Michigan, 
and near Baltimore.

Bobbi Marsh, who has 
worked assembling the 
Chevrolet Cruze com-
pact car at the Ohio plant 
since 2008, said she can’t 
understand why the fac-
tory might close given 
the strong economy.

“I can’t believe our 
president would allow 
this to happen,” she said 
Monday.

She now faces an un-
certain future, not know-
ing whether the plant 
will close for good or if  
there’s a chance it could 
find another use.

“Everything is up 
in the air,” she said. “I 
don’t want to give up 
hope for this facility and 
these people. I spend 

more time around them 
than my own family. It 
would be like breaking 
up a family.”

Democratic Sen. 
Sherrod Brown said the 
move will be disastrous 
for the region around 
Youngstown, Ohio, east 
of  Cleveland, where GM 
is one of  the area’s few 
remaining industrial an-
chors.

“GM received record 
tax breaks as a result of  
the GOP’s tax bill last 
year, and has eliminated 
jobs instead of  using that 
tax windfall to invest in 
American workers,” he 
said in a statement.

Many of  those who 
will lose jobs are now 
working on convention-
al cars with internal 
combustion engines. 
Barra said the industry 
is changing rapidly and 
moving toward electric 
propulsion, autonomous 
vehicles and ride-shar-
ing, and GM must adjust.

She said GM is still 
hiring people with ex-
pertise in software and 
electric and autonomous 
vehicles.

Among the facilities 
on the chopping block 
are the Detroit/Ham-
tramck assembly plant, 
which makes the Buick 
LaCrosse, the Chevro-
let Impala and Volt, and 
the Cadillac CT6, all 
slow-selling cars. La-
Crosse and Chevrolet 
Volt plug-in hybrid pro-
duction will end March 
1, while CT6 and Impala 

production would stop 
June 1.

Barra said the Cruze 
would no longer be sold 
in the U.S. Production 
would stop March 1.

Work on six-speed 
transmissions made 
at the Warren, Michi-
gan, transmission plant 
would stop Aug. 1, while 
the Baltimore transmis-
sion plant would stop 
production April 1, GM 
said.

GM said it was ending 
Volt production because 
the vehicle was meant to 
be a bridge to fully elec-
tric cars when it was in-
troduced about a decade 
ago. The Volt has a small 
battery that can take it 
about 50 miles, then it 
switches to a small gaso-
line engine.

Since it was intro-
duced, battery tech-
nology has improved 
dramatically. Now the 
full-electric Chevrolet 
Bolt can go up to 238 
miles on a single charge.

Meanwhile, GM’s 
plant in Oshawa, Ontar-
io, will stop making the 

Impala, Cadillac XTS 
and 2018 full-size pick-
ups in the fourth quarter 
of  next year. The Ca-
nadian plant appeared 
to be most in danger of  
closing.

Matt Smith has 
worked at the Oshawa 
plant for 12 years, and 
his wife also works at 
the facility. They have an 
11-month-old at home.

“I don’t know how I’m 
going to feed my fami-
ly,” he said outside of  
the plant’s south gate, 
where workers institut-
ed a blockade for trucks 
from the entrance. “It’s 
hard, it’s horrible.”

GM builds full-size 
Chevrolet and GMC 
pickups in Mexico, and it 
recently announced that 
a new Chevrolet Blazer 
SUV will be built there. 
Also, GM imports the 
Buick Envision midsize 
SUV from China.

Associated Press writers 
Rob Gillies in Toronto, John 
Seewer in Toledo, Ohio, and 
Zeke Miller in Washington 
contributed to this report.

GM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Dear Annie: I am 
a widowed step-
mother of  a man 
and a woman. My 
husband and I had a 
cordial relationship 
with their mother. I 
grew to love her, and 
I think she liked me.

My stepdaughter, 
“Renee,” has been 
divorced for 2 1/2 years. 
She and her ex, “Matt,” 
share custody of  their three 
children. Matt sought the 
divorce, and Renee has 
never gotten over it. She 
takes no responsibility; it is 
all Matt’s fault.

Matt has been in our 
lives for 20-plus years, and 
we have all always adored 

him. Renee feels 
that because my 
stepson, his wife 
and I are friendly 
with Matt (go to 
his house to watch 
football games, like 
his new wife and 
her children, at-
tend parties where 
they are, etc.), we 

are “siding” with him.
Today Renee advised 

us that because we still 
like Matt and went to his 
house last weekend, she is 
disowning all of  us because 
we have chosen him over 
her. Then she blocked us on 
Facebook.

We feel that if  we are 
nice to Matt and his new 

family, we are avoiding 
further conflict/discom-
fort/resentment/friction 
with the three children. 
The children like their new 
stepsiblings and stepmoth-
er. Because of  the children, 
Renee and Matt will be 
stuck with each other for 
the rest of  their lives. Why 
not try to make the best of  
an unfortunate situation? 
Isn’t it better to maintain 
friendliness?

Are we betraying Renee 
by being nice to Matt? 

— Baffled Stepmother
Dear Baffled Stepmother: 

You are not betraying your 
stepdaughter by continu-
ing to be friendly with her 
ex-husband, who was your 

son-in-law for many years. 
That said, try empathiz-
ing with her. You did not 
state the circumstances 
of  the divorce, but if  Matt 
left Renee to be with his 
new wife, her sourness is 
understandable, even if  it’s 
not constructive. In any 
case, if  you show her that 
she’s loved, too, by spend-
ing more time with her, she 
may worry less about the 
time you’re spending with 
Matt. There’s also a chance 
she will stay angry no 
matter what. In that event, 
recognize that her emo-
tions are valid, and encour-
age her to seek counseling 
to work through and past 
the hurt.

BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

MUTTS

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

HI AND LOIS

MARVIN

By Dean Young and John Marshall

By Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

By Patrick McDonnell

By Chris Browne

Written by Brian & Greg Walker; Drawn by Chance Brown

By Tom Armstrong

Today’s Answer

BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU By Dave Green
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Today’s Solution

THE FAMILY CIRCUS
By Bill and Jeff KeaneDENNIS THE MENACE

Hank Ketcham’s THE LOCKHORNS
By Bunny Hoest & John Reiner

ASK
ANNIE
Advice

Is it betrayal to like the ex?

CRYPTOQUOTE

CRYPTOQUOTE ANSWER: Half of being smart is knowing what you are dumb about. — 
Solomon Short
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Published in the Durant Demo-
crat 11/27/2018
DISTRICT COURT OF BRYAN 
COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
CASE NO. CV-18-82
IN RE: The name of:
JO LYNN HAMMERS
NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
CHANGE ON PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME
TO: All interested parties.
Take notice that JO LYNN 
HAMMERS has petitioned to 
change his/her name to JO 
LYNN CRITES-BAUGHMAN.
A Hearing on said petition 
is set for 9:30 o’clock A.M. 
on the 18th day December, 
2018, before Judge Campbell 
at 9:30 A.M. o’clock in his/her 
courtroom in the Bryan Coun-
ty Courthouse. Should you 
know of some reason why this 
change of name should not be 
allowed you must file a written 
protest in the above styled and 
numbered cause prior to the 
above date with the Clerk of 
this Court. Should you fail to 
do so, the petition for change 
of name will be granted as 
prayed.
COURT CLERK
/s/
By: DEPUTY
APPROVED:
/s/ Jo Lynn Hammers
Printed Jo Lynn Hammers
Street Address (ON FILE)
Phone (ON FILE)
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Demo-
crat 11/27/2018
DISTRICT COURT OF BRYAN 
COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
IN RE: The name of:
JESSICA EILENE BROWN
NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
CHANGE ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
TO: All interested parties.
Take notice that Jessica Ei-
lene Brown has petitioned to 
change his/her name to Jessi-
ca Eileen Crilly.
A Hearing on said petition is 
set for 9:30 o’clock A.M. on the 
18th day of December, 2018, 
before Judge Campbell at 9:30 
o’clock in his/her courtroom in 
the Bryan County Courthouse. 
Should you know of some rea-
son why this change of name 
should not be allowed you 
must file a written protest in the 
above styled and numbered 
cause prior to the above date 
with the Clerk of this Court. 
Should you fail to do so, the 
petition for change of name will 
be granted as prayed.
COURT CLERK
/s/
By: DEPUTY
APPROVED
/s/ Jessica Brown
Printed: JESSICA E. BROWN
Street Add.: (ON FILE)
Phone: (ON FILE)
Published in the Durant Dem-
ocrat 11/10/2018, 11/13/2018, 
11/15/2018, 11/24/2018, 
11/27/2018 and 11/29/2018.
Bryan County Rural Water #5 
has the following items up for 
sealed bids.
2011 GMC Sierra 1500 Regu-
lar Cab 4X4 178,000 miles
2011 GMC Sierra 2500 HD 
Regular Cab 4X4 with utility 
bed 119,500 miles

2003 Kerr Trailer
20 ft.+ 5 ft. = 25ft. #20,000 
GVWR Tandem Axle Dual 
Wheel
Items may be seen at Rural 
Water #5 office 22404 State 
Rd. 78S Durant between the 
hours of 8:30a.m.-4:00p.m. 
Monday-Friday. Bids close De-
cember 3rd at 4:00p.m. ·
Items sold as is. Rural Water 
#5 reserve the right to refuse 
any and all bids.
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Demo-
crat 11/27/2018 and 12/4/2018.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. PB-2018-1
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF
DAHLILA HOUSTON, De-
ceased.
NOTICE OF HEARING FIRST 
AND FINAL ACCOUNT, PETI-
TION FOR
DECREE OF DISTRIBUTION, 
APPROVAL OF ATTORNEYS’ 
FEES, COSTS
AND EXPENSES, AND DIS-
CHARGE OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
Notice is hereby given that Me-
lissa Courtney Valentine, the 
duly appointed and qualified 

Personal Representative of 
the Estate of Dahlila Houston, 
Deceased, has filed her Final 
Account, Petition for Decree of 
Distribution, Approval of Attor-
neys’ Fees, Costs and Expens-
es, and Discharge of Personal 
Representative. A hearing has 
been fixed by the Judge of 
the Court for December 17, 
2018, at 9:30 AM, in the Dis-
trict Courtroom, County Court-
house, 402 W. Evergreen, Du-
rant, Bryan County, Oklahoma, 
and all persons interested in 
the Estate are notified to ap-
pear and show cause, if any 
they have, why the Account 
should not be settled and al-
lowed, the Estate distributed, 
the Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, 
and Expenses approved, and 
the Personal Representative 
discharged.
DATED this 21st day of No-
vember, 2018.
/s/ Mark Campbell
JUDGE OF DISTRICT COURT
Matt B. Mickle, OBA #21534
323 W. Main Street
Durant, OK 74701
Telephone: (580) 924-7777
Telefax: (580) 924-2600
Attorney for Petitioner
LPXLP

LEGAL NOTICES

classifieds
LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 

DEADLINES
TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
THURSDAY Noon WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY Noon FRIDAY

ADVERTISERS, PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADS
Any errors must be reported to our office no later than noon the 
day following the first insertion. In no event does the Durant Dem-
ocrat assume liability in excess of the cost of the ads in error.

5 EASY WAYS TO PLACE  
YOUR AD WITH US

CALL: 580-634-2151    FAX: 580-924-0962
EMAIL: customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

STOP BY: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK
MAIL: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK 74701

WRITE YOUR AD HERE (approximately 20 letters per line)

DurantDemocrat

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom, Country 
living in town. Total 

electric, all 
appliances, water, 

sewer, garbage, pest 
control included. 
Monthly $650 

49th Street

580-924-2822
60734091

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

BEFORE THE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Application of Teliax, Inc. for a )
Certifi cate of Convenience and Necessity )  
To Provide Resold and Facilities Based ) Cause No. 
Local Exchange and Intrastate Interexchange ) PUD 201800144
Telecommunications Services, and Operator ) 
Services within the State of Oklahoma )   

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
CERTIFICATE OF CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Applicant, Teliax, Inc. (“Teliax”), has 
fi led an Application, pursuant to OAC 165:55-3-1 and OAC 165:56-3-1, 
seeking a Certifi cate of Convenience and Necessity authorizing it to provide 
resold and facilities based local exchange and intrastate interexchange 
telecommunications services and operator services within the State of 
Oklahoma.  The service territory designated by the Teliax in the Application 
as its initial service territory includes the service territories currently served 
by Southwestern Bell Telephone Company d/b/a AT&T Oklahoma (“AT&T 
Oklahoma”) and Valor telecommunications of Texas, LP d/b/a Windstream 
Communications Southwest (“Windstream”).

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any person desiring to fi le an objection 
to the Application must do so within thirty (30) days from the date of fi rst 
publication of this Notice.  Objections must be fi led with the Court Clerk 
at the Oklahoma Corporation Commission, Room 130, Jim Thorpe Offi ce 
Building, 2101 North Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK  73105, and served 
on counsel for Applicant and on any intervenors.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that if no objections are timely fi led, the 
Commission, without hearing, shall issue such orders and grant such relief, 
if any, as it deems fair, just, reasonable, and lawful in the premises, whether 
or not specifi cally requested in the Application.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that additional information concerning this 
Cause may be obtained by contacting J. David Jacobson, Jacobson & 
Laasch, 212 E. 2nd St., Edmond, Oklahoma 73034, (405) 341-3303, attor-
ney for Applicant; or the Offi ce of the General Counsel, Oklahoma Corpo-
ration Commission, Room 400, 2101 North Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma 73105, (405) 521-2255.

10 tabs, 260 words
2 col (9p) X 4.75”
3 col (6p) X 4.75”

BEFORE THE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Application of Teliax, Inc. for a )
Certifi cate of Convenience and Necessity )  
To Provide Resold and Facilities Based ) Cause No. 
Local Exchange and Intrastate Interexchange ) PUD 201800144
Telecommunications Services, and Operator ) 
Services within the State of Oklahoma )   

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
CERTIFICATE OF CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Applicant, Teliax, Inc. (“Te-
liax”), has fi led an Application, pursuant to OAC 165:55-3-1 and 
OAC 165:56-3-1, seeking a Certifi cate of Convenience and Neces-
sity authorizing it to provide resold and facilities based local ex-
change and intrastate interexchange telecommunications services 
and operator services within the State of Oklahoma.  The service 
territory designated by the Teliax in the Application as its initial 
service territory includes the service territories currently served 
by Southwestern Bell Telephone Company d/b/a AT&T Oklahoma 
(“AT&T Oklahoma”) and Valor telecommunications of Texas, LP 
d/b/a Windstream Communications Southwest (“Windstream”).

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any person desiring to fi le an 
objection to the Application must do so within thirty (30) days from 
the date of fi rst publication of this Notice.  Objections must be fi led 
with the Court Clerk at the Oklahoma Corporation Commission, 
Room 130, Jim Thorpe Offi ce Building, 2101 North Lincoln Blvd., 
Oklahoma City, OK  73105, and served on counsel for Applicant 
and on any intervenors.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that if no objections are timely fi led, 
the Commission, without hearing, shall issue such orders and grant 
such relief, if any, as it deems fair, just, reasonable, and lawful in 
the premises, whether or not specifi cally requested in the Applica-
tion.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that additional information concern-
ing this Cause may be obtained by contacting J. David Jacobson, 
Jacobson & Laasch, 212 E. 2nd St., Edmond, Oklahoma 73034, 
(405) 341-3303, attorney for Applicant; or the Offi ce of the General 
Counsel, Oklahoma Corporation Commission, Room 400, 2101 
North Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105, (405) 
521-2255.

10 tabs, 260 words
2 col (8p) X 5.25”

BEFORE THE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Application of Teliax, Inc. for a )
Certifi cate of Convenience and Necessity )  
To Provide Resold and Facilities Based ) Cause No. 
Local Exchange and Intrastate Interexchange ) PUD 201800144
Telecommunications Services, and Operator ) 
Services within the State of Oklahoma )   

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
CERTIFICATE OF CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Applicant, Teliax, Inc. (“Teliax”), has fi led an Ap-
plication, pursuant to OAC 165:55-3-1 and OAC 165:56-3-1, seeking a Certifi cate of 
Convenience and Necessity authorizing it to provide resold and facilities based local 
exchange and intrastate interexchange telecommunications services and operator ser-
vices within the State of Oklahoma.  The service territory designated by the Teliax in the 
Application as its initial service territory includes the service territories currently served 
by Southwestern Bell Telephone Company d/b/a AT&T Oklahoma (“AT&T Oklahoma”) 
and Valor telecommunications of Texas, LP d/b/a Windstream Communications South-
west (“Windstream”).

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any person desiring to fi le an objection to the Ap-
plication must do so within thirty (30) days from the date of fi rst publication of this Notice.  
Objections must be fi led with the Court Clerk at the Oklahoma Corporation Commission, 
Room 130, Jim Thorpe Offi ce Building, 2101 North Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK  
73105, and served on counsel for Applicant and on any intervenors.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that if no objections are timely fi led, the Commission, 
without hearing, shall issue such orders and grant such relief, if any, as it deems fair, 
just, reasonable, and lawful in the premises, whether or not specifi cally requested in 
the Application.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that additional information concerning this Cause may 
be obtained by contacting J. David Jacobson, Jacobson & Laasch, 212 E. 2nd St., 
Edmond, Oklahoma 73034, (405) 341-3303, attorney for Applicant; or the Offi ce of the 
General Counsel, Oklahoma Corporation Commission, Room 400, 2101 North Lincoln 
Boulevard, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105, (405) 521-2255.

10 tabs, 260 words
3 col (7p) X 4.4”

HELP WANTED 
Accounting/Quick 

Books/AP-AR/Office
Pay and benefits are 
commensurate with 

experience
DanWell Companies

580-920-5955
E-mail resume to 

mmanzo@danwellcompanies.com

RUCKER FARM
PRODUCE

Buying - Sell  
Crack Pecans

3-Step Pecan 
Cracking .35¢/LB  
Large Paper Shell Pecans 

(NEW CROP)
Home Style Peanut Brittle, 
Salsa, Honey, Mixed Nuts, 
East Texas Sweet Potatoes 

123 N. Franklin
Downtown Colbert, OK

580-296-2323

NOW OPEN
FOR SEASON

ADVERTISING SALES 
PERSON WANTED
The Durant Democrat is looking  
to hire a sharp, energetic, and  

self-motivated sales person interested 
in selling newspaper advertising in the 

greater Durant market. Sales  
background is a plus but not  

necessary – we will train the right  
person. Position is mostly outside 
sales to local businesses, but will 

include some inside sales and clerical 
work. Account list is included, with 

incentives on expanding the list by up 
selling and cold calling. Good work 
environment for a great newspaper. 
Must be dependable and have your 
own transportation with insurance. 

Interested parties may contact 
sales manager Karen Brown at 
Karen@DurantDemocrat.com.

NOW HIRING

W W W . H E A L T H B A C K . C O M

Registered Nurse Case Manager    
Business Development
Certified Home Health Aide, PRN                     
                                                 

        Apply at 

Durant 

Or call 

580-920-1285 for more information 

Great hours 

Great benefits 

Great team

Timber 
ridge 

ApArTmenTs

Ask about our 
1, 2 & 3 

Bedrooms!
551 Wilson St
580-924-1222

60
73

39
99

580-775-3623
580-924-9290

60716169

LEGAL NOTICES

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
HHHH Your style is direct 
and forceful. At the moment, 
someone could greet your 
ideas very positively and feel 
lucky to know you. To avoid 
intimidating others, limit 
your high energy. Tonight: So 
many options.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
HHHH With the best inten-
tions, you aim your focus on 
your personal life. You and 
another party might have a 
contested moment or two 
over a joint investment. Lis-

ten to different opinions, and 
you will make a better choice 
as a result. Tonight: Say “yes.”
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHHH You always have a 
way with words. Today, your 
verbal skills are exceptional. 
Try the impossible. Pose that 
important question. Ask for 
that raise. However, be willing 
to let others take the lead for 
now. onight: Stop at a favorite 
hangout.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHH Your emotions might 
be close to the surface. You 
also might not feel good 
about what you’re hearing. 
However, keep in mind that 
a territorial or possessive 
attitude is unlikely to work in 
your favor. Tonight: Another 
great day for exercise.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
HHHHH The Moon in your 
sign highlights your positive, 
charismatic personality and 
unusual resilience. You refuse 
to take others too seriously, 
even when they think that 
their words are very heavy 
and crucial. Don’t give in to 

someone else’s ultimatum. 
Tonight: Frolic the night away.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
HHH You might feel a lot of 
pressure. You know how to be 
discreet, and right now, that 
skill is important. A family 
member could become such 
a handful that you are likely 
to be exhausted just being 
in his or her presence. You 
feel more relaxed at home. 
Tonight: Cozy up with a book.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
HHHH You cannot seem to 
get a moment of privacy. You 
might find that your friends 
and associates want you with 
them or, at the very least, 
near them. Find pleasure in 
the experience; periods like 
this are infrequent. Tonight: 
Say what you’re feeling.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHH You might feel as 
though you don’t know which 
side of a boss’s personality 
is likely to dominate on any 
given day, and that seems 
to be especially true today. 
Make the most of your time 
with an outrageous but 

fun-loving loved one. Tonight: 
Allow others to seek you out.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21) 
HHHH You have entered 
a special period. You might 
be unusually responsive to 
a call from a loved one at a 
distance. The more detached 
you become, the better your 
decisions could be. Tonight: 
Find a reason to celebrate 
with loved ones.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
HHH A loved one has a lot 
to share. You’ll want to listen 
carefully to what this person 
has to say; as a result, you 
finally might realize how im-
portant he or she is to you. At 
this time, you might not need 
to speak your mind, but even-
tually you will. Tonight: Live it 
up with a favorite person.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
HHHH You cannot help but 
respond to a loved one’s over-
ture. You could be surprised 
by how much you want to say 
“thank you” to this person in 
a meaningful way. Consider 
taking off for the day with 

a close loved one; you’ll be 
happier as a result. Tonight: 
Let others call the shots.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
HHH You have a lot on your 
plate. Dive right in; this week, 
you will want to clear out the 

majority of your work early. 
You have too much energy 
to contain. Know that this 
energy could transform 
into frustration if you’re not 
careful. Tonight: Run some 
errands.

HOROSCOPES

WORD SLEUTH ANSWERS:
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classifieds
LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 

DEADLINES
TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
THURSDAY Noon WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY Noon FRIDAY

ADVERTISERS, PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADS
Any errors must be reported to our office no later than noon the 
day following the first insertion. In no event does the Durant Dem-
ocrat assume liability in excess of the cost of the ads in error.

5 EASY WAYS TO PLACE  
YOUR AD WITH US

CALL: 580-634-2151    FAX: 580-924-0962
EMAIL: customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

STOP BY: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK
MAIL: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK 74701

WRITE YOUR AD HERE (approximately 20 letters per line)

DurantDemocrat

&
SUBMIT YOUR AD EARLY 
FOR MAXIMUM RESULT

Introducing Our 3 Day Package Deal
INCLUDES: 

• 10% Off Total Price.
• Publishes 3 Editions (Sat, Tues, 
Thur) in the Durant Democrat.

Submit your Ad today, 
call 634-2151 or email us at 

customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

**Price based on word count (16-word min., $15.12 min)

Durant Democrat now publishes on Tuesday, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.

1 Bedroom Mobile Home For 
Rent
4 Mi East of Durant
$450Month $400Deposit
Call 5809317982

HELP WANTED

3 Bedroom 1 Bath New Re-
model
1018 Four Seasons dr
$950/rent $850/deposit
call 580-513-1197

FOR RENT

Appliance Services,
Parts, Sales,

580-931-9988
Affordable Major
Appliance Repair

Durant & Surrounding 
Areas

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Red Samsung
Front Loading Washer and 
Dryer
w/ pedestals
Used Less than 1 year.
Pd $2700 asking $1100.
Still has 3 year warranty

FOR SALE

Liberty Gun Safe
Holds up to 24 long rifles, 4 
pistols in door, and room for 
documents and ammo.
Asking $400
580-740-1913

Dedicated Run Fill-In Driver 
Needed
Guaranteed Weekly Check 
From $700-$1200 per/wk
Required: No Felonies, Class 
A CDL, Clean Driving Record, 
2yrs Recent Driving experi-
ence Required
Call 9034958422

For rent or Sale
3 Bedroom 1 Bath w/appli-
ances
123 Kenefic st, Kenefic, OK
$500/Month $500/Deposit
5805792864

John’s 
Tractor 
Work

Driveways and Roads
Dirt and Gravel

Mobile Home Pads
Tractor Work 
Brush Hogging

Haul Scrap Metal
580-740-1913

Are you 
reading 

this? 
Your 

competitor 
is too.

ADVERTISE 
WITH US! 
580.634.2151

YARD SALE

Living Estate Sale Dr. Pat 
Dunham 113 Pecan St., Du-
rant, OK
Nov 29- 1-6pm, Nov 30-Dec 
1- 8am-5pm Dec 2- 12-5pm
Antiques, Coca-Cola, furni-
ture, outdoor items

HUGE MOVING SALE this Fri-
day and Saturday 8 to 3
10499 West Hwy 70, Durant, OK
Furniture, Tools, appliances, 
clothing, toys, household goods, 
bedding, Christmas and other 
decorations, China and dishes, 
plus much more.

YARD SALE

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS RECORDED IN THE BRYAN COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE
Bosha Properties to James O. 

Young, warranty deed
Mary Darlene Rose to Rose 

Family Irrevocable Trust, 
warranty deed

Chris Bell and Phyllis Bell to 
Adam Jayson Lowe and Mol-
ly Melissa Lowe, warranty 
deed

Lyndsey Lamar, Lyndsey 
Lamar-Owens, Nicole 
Lamar-Owens to Bryan K. 
Bacon and Lyndsey R. Back, 
warranty deed

Steve Krutilla and Dawn Krutil-
la to Lyndsey Lamar-Owens 
and Nicole Lamar-Owens, 
warranty deed

Kevin Dale and Dianna Dale 
to S&A Property, warranty 
deed

Mary Ann Stewart Living Trust, 
Mary Ann Stewart to Josh 
Vanzetten, warranty deed

Martha Joy Phillips to Eric 
Dunegan, warranty deed-
CORR

Bobby Gene Gower to Danny 

Powell and Sandy Powell, 
warranty deed

Bobby Gene Gower to Terry Joe 
Beal and Vicki Diane Beal, 
warranty deed

Demo King LLC to Brox Proper-
ty Group LLC, warranty deed

E. Thomas Palmer and Rene 
Ann Palmer to Joshua L. 
Miller and Kimberlee S. 
Miller, warranty deed

Howard K. and Rena Alyne 
Living Trust to Natalie Brixey 
and Nathan Brixey, warranty 

deed
Angela D. Newman, Angela D. 

Marlow and Carl Marlow to 
Dana Smith, quit claim deed

Dana Smith and Kathryn Smith 
to Linda Addis, warranty 
deed

George Breeden and Michelle 
Breeden to Todd Howard 
Woods, warranty deed

Calumet Enterprises to Robin 
Phelps and Pam Phelps, 
warranty deed

Theda Wilson, Theda Robison 

to Charles Brett Angelly, 
warranty deed

Alvin Stafford and Deborah J. 
Burns-Stalford to Freddie 
Tinney and Kathy Tinney, 
warranty deed

Jim Adair, Maureen Frances 
Adair and Adair Family 
Revocable Trust to Cantrell 
& Cantrell Investments, 
warranty deed

Sondra Minyard and Kenny 
Mack Butler to Jared Blane 
Phillips, warranty deed

Mirl D. Moore and Candice A. 
Moore to Dakota Hoskins 
and Haylee Hoskins, warran-
ty deed

Sherry York to Sherry York and 
Terry Benedict, warranty 
deed

Karl Jestis and Shirley Jestis 
to Olen Lynn Jestis II and 
Tiffani Jestis, warranty deed

Cory Wayne Johnson, Brooklyn 
Delozier, Brooklyn Johnson 
to Kimberly Kay Johnson, 
quit claim deed

Mineral supplements reduce risk of grass tetany

Spring-calv-
ing cows 
on small 

grain pastures 
may encounter a 
mineral imbal-
ance often called 
“grass tetany”. 
Grass tetany, 
caused by mag-
nesium and/or 
calcium deficien-
cy, does not seem to be a 
major problem in Okla-
homa although occasion-
al cases are reported. 
It typically occurs in 
beef cows during early 
lactation and is more 
prevalent in older cows. 
The reason is thought 
to be that older cows 
are less able to mobilize 
magnesium and calci-
um reserves from the 
bones than are younger 
cows. Grass tetany most 
frequently occurs when 
cattle are grazing lush 
immature grasses or 
small grains pastures 
and tends to be more 
prevalent during periods 
of  cloudy weather.

Symptoms of grass tet-

any include lack 
of  coordination, 
salivation, excit-
ability (aggressive 
behavior towards 
humans) and, in 
final stages, tet-
any, convulsions 
and death. If  you 
see these symp-
toms contact your 
local veterinarian 

immediately. Afflicted 
cows can recover if  
treated soon enough. 
Symptoms of tetany 
from deficiencies of  both 
minerals are indistin-
guishable without blood 
tests and the treatment 
consists of  intravenous 
injections of  calcium and 
magnesium gluconate, 
which supplies both 
minerals.

It is known that factors 
other than simply the 
magnesium content of  
the forage can increase 
the probability of  grass 
tetany. High levels of  
potassium in forages can 
decrease absorption of  
magnesium and most 
lush, immature forages 

are high in potassium. 
High levels of  nitrogen 
fertilization have also 
been shown to increase 
the incidence of  teta-
ny although feeding 
protein supplements 
has not. Other factors 
such as the presence of  
certain organic acids in 
tetany-causing forages 
have been linked with 
tetany. It is likely that a 
combination of  factors, 
all related to character-
istics of  lush forage is 
involved.

When conditions for 
occurrence of  tetany are 
suspected, cows should 
be provided mineral 
mixes containing 8 to 
15 percent magnesium 
and be consumed at 
3 to 4 ounces per day. 
Ideally, it is best for the 
mineral supplements 
to be started at least 
a month ahead of  the 
period of  tetany danger 
so that proper intake can 
be established. Because 
tetany can also occur 
when calcium is low, cal-
cium supplementation 

should also be included. 
Much more information 
about mineral supple-
mentation and suggested 
mineral mixes to prevent 
tetany can be found in 
the Oklahoma State 
University Extension 
Circular E-861: Vitamin 
and Mineral Nutrition of  
Grazing Cattle.

If  you have any 
questions or would like 
further information 
on this or other related 
management topics, visit 
us on the west end of  the 
Clay Jones Community 
Building at 1901 S. 9th 
Avenue in Durant, or call 
(580) 924-5312.

Upcoming events
December 2, South 

Central Oklahoma Vege-
table Growers Workshop, 
Murray County Expo 
Center, Sulphur. For 
more information, call 
580-622-3016

January 4-5, Horticul-
ture Industries Show, 
Fayetteville, AR

Robert Bourne is a Bryan 
County Extension Educator

ROBERT
BOURNE

Guest  
Columnist

NWH honors veterans

Photo provided | NWH
Northwest Heights Third Grade students put on a performance honoring our veterans Nov. 9. The school thanked all who have served and/or are serving our country.

Oklahoma Legislature 
may be asked to 
revisit optometry issue

OKLAHOMA CITY 
(AP) — Supporters of  
an unsuccessful ballot 
initiative to allow eye 
doctors to practice in-
side Oklahoma stores 
say they may ask state 
lawmakers to revisit the 
issue.

CNHI Oklahoma re-
ports supporters be-
lieve eye care consum-
ers want changes even 
though voters rejected 
a state question earlier 
this month.

State Question 793 
would have allowed 
optometry services at 
Oklahoma stores in-
stead of  only optometry 

offices. Walmart sup-
ported the initiative.

Opponents say plac-
ing doctors inside re-
tailers could hurt the 
integrity of  Oklahoma’s 
health care, but sup-
porters say changing 
the law would allow for 
cheaper doctor visits 
and eyewear.

Joshua Harlow, a 
spokesman for support-
ers, says some voters 
may not have wanted 
to amend the state con-
stitution and opposed 
a proposal in the ballot 
measure allowing re-
tailers to determine the 
scope of  practice.

VISIT US AT 
DURANTDEMOCRAT.COM
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Bryan County’s home-

less population will soon be 

getting some desperately 

needed resources, thanks 

to the efforts of  local indi-

viduals and churches.

Two homeless shel-

ters are in the works, one 

planned for Durant and 

another already under 

construction in Calera. 

This will signifi cantly in-

crease the level of  aid for 

local homeless families.

Groups in Durant al-

ready provide on-the-spot 

resources for homeless in-

dividuals and families, in-

cluding basic necessities, 

food bags and vouchers 

for short-term motel stays 

in some situations. But 

the one thing these people 

need most – medium to 

long-term housing – has 

been elusive until now.

“We desperately need 

a homeless shelter,” said 

Pamela Mitchell Robinson, 

director of  Bryan County 

United Way. “We’ve had 

a homeless problem for a 

long time. We don’t have 

resources for them, or ser-

vices for transitional liv-

ing.”
One group is currently 

building a 24-bed shelter 

in Calera under the name 

Compassion Outreach 

Center. Photos of  work on 

the structure have been 

circulating online recently, 

and Pastor David Ervin of  

Glory Bound Pentecostal 

Church in Calera said do-

nations are being accepted 

for clothing, hygiene items 

and furniture.

“We’ve been raising our 

own money and paying for 

it as we go,” he said of  the 

proposed shelter, which is 

being erected in his spare 

time. Ervin is a full-time 

registered nurse at Al-

lianceHealth in Durant. 

“It’s going to take every-

one doing their part. If  we 

work together, we can ac-

complish a lot.”

His inspiration came 

from helping a woman 

out of  homelessness a few 

years ago. She went on to 

become a nurse herself. “I 

know you can’t help every-
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Groups plan homeless shelters for county

BY ZACH MAXWELL

zach@durantdemocrat.com

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat

Items found at a possible homeless camp near the Durant 

library include clothing, chairs, books and this pair of shoes.

“The beginning of 

wisdom is this: Get 

wisdom. Though it 

cost all you have, get 

understanding.”
 - Proverbs 4:7

Easter eggs dropped by helicopter

Eggs are dropped Saturday from a helicopter piloted by Walter Prentice with Prentice Aviation Inc. during the Fusion Bible Easter Egg 

Drop on a fi eld at the Durant High School. Fifteen-thousand eggs were dropped from the helicopter in two separate drops for diff erent age 

groups of children. Fusion Bible is building a church at 1097 Gerlach Drive across from the high school.

People are shown reacting as the helicopter fl ies in to drop its eggs at the 

Durant High School. Fusion Bible estimated that 4,000 people attended 

and organizers said it was a great event. As the helicopter approached, the 

crowd chanted, “Drop those eggs.”

The race for the eggs begins at the Fusion Bible Easter Egg 

Drop. See photos of other Easter egg hunts on page 3.

Residents 
object to 
proposed 
opening of 
section line
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Bryan County Commissioners 

tabled action on opening a section 

line at Folsom and Wilson roads to 

construct a road for property that is 

landlocked.

Commissioners Ron Boyer, Tony 

Simmons and Jay Perry met Monday 

morning in the Bryan County Court-

house Annex.

Property owner Dr. Kinion Whit-

tington has requested that a section 

line be opened so a road can be built 

to his property.

Several residents who live in the 

area spoke out against it.

Jerry Carter expressed concerns 

that a sand pit will be put on the site 

and that trucks are already damaging 

the roads.
Deborah Lawrence, who has lived 

on property near there for 54 years, 

said the proposed road would go 

through her front yard and be three 

feet from her porch.

“Cars would be running up and 

down the side of  my house,” Law-

rence said. “I think it would be re-

ally dangerous to the people who live 

there.”

Woman injured 

after swerving 

vehicle to 
avoid animal
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

A Durant woman was seriously 

injured after swerving her vehicle to 

miss an animal in the roadway, the 

Oklahoma Highway Patrol said.

Sixty-two-year-old Dianne Houston 

was fl own to Plano Medical Center, 

Plano, Texas, after the 6:28 p.m. Fri-

day accident on Old Highway 70 2.1 

miles east of  Durant.

She was listed in critical condition 

at the time of the OHP report.

OHP said she was driving a pickup 

westbound when she swerved to the 

right to miss an animal in the road-

way. Her pickup struck a fence post, a 

tree and then rolled 3/4 time.

Houston was pinned approximately 

20 minutes before being freed by Du-

rant fi refi ghters, according to the re-

port. She was wearing a seat belt.

Trooper Kyle Ince, assisted by 

Trooper B.J. Keeling, investigated the 

accident. The Bryan County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce and Bryan County EMS also 

responded.

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

SEE SHELTERS, PAGE 8

Durant Schools were closed 

Monday to allow educators to 

visit the teacher rally at the 

State Capitol while many who 

stayed in town held signs at in-

tersections to show support.

From approximately 7 a.m. 

until 6 p.m. Monday, teachers, 

support staff, parents and stu-

dents stood at the Washington 

Avenue and University Boule-

vard intersection. Others had 

also been set up on West Main 

Street.
Some of the signs were en-

couraging motorists to honk if  

they love and support teachers. 

Many horns were honked as 

traffi c went through the inter-

section.

Gina Pilgreen, a one-on-one 

teacher aide, said about 20 peo-

ple were participating in the 

show of support in rotating sup-

port.
“A group went to the capitol 

and for those who could not go, 

we chose to show our support 

this way,” Pilgreen said.

Organizers said it was not 

BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Locals stand at intersections 

to show support for teachers

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Durant Schools were closed Monday to allow educators to travel to the 

State Capitol to advocate for education funding. Teachers, support staff , 

parents and students held a show of support Monday at the Washington 

Avenue and University Boulevard intersection.

SEE OBJECT, PAGE 8

SEE TEACHERS, PAGE 8

A Southeastern Okla-homa State University (SE) adjunct English professor and poet has been named a fi nalist in The Oklahoma Center for the Book Awards.Ron Wallace has written eight books of  poetry and this is the fourth time he has been named a fi nalist. This time, it is for his new-est book, “Renegade and Other Poems.”
Wallace was born at the former Haynie Hospital in Durant in 1953 and his fa-ther was a Durant police offi cer.

A 1977 graduate of  SE, Wallace began teaching at Colbert High School in 1978, a position he held almost 30 years. He has taught at Southeastern since August 2008. Wallace says he was inspired by the late Den-nis and Billie Letts, and the late Howard Starks, all former English instructors 

at SE. Mrs. Letts was the author of  the best-selling novel, “Where the Heart is,” and Mr. Letts was an actor. Starks was an avid poet who published a book of his po-ems in the 1990s.
Wallace’s poems were fi rst published in 1976 in SE’s poetry magazine, In-sight.

He said he did not write again for publication for al-most 30 years.
In 2005, he started writing at an online site and won a publishing contract with 

If  you see a colorful bus painted up with smiling animals rolling up and down the Highway 70 cor-ridor, it’s likely delivering books to preschoolers in southeast Oklahoma.
This bookmobile is part of  the Early Steps to Lit-eracy program of Choctaw Nation Child Care As-sistance. Two Head Start instructors take turns driving the bookmobile to pre-K classrooms and day cares throughout Bryan, Choctaw and McCurtain counties.

“It’s crazy but it’s so fun,” said one of  those in-structors, Makenzie Mus-sett of  Fort Towson. “The kids know the bus, you can see them looking at it through the fence. They get so excited, it makes it all worth it.”
When the youngsters enter the bus, most make a beeline for the back where 

a giant teddy bear and pil-lows form a sort of  reading nook. Both walls of  the vehicle, a converted Head Start bus, have book racks stacked fi ve high and fi lled with children’s tales. There are no seats – except for the driver of  course.
At this point, we should point out that they don’t actually take the kids any-where on this particular book bus. No seats; that would be unsafe. They stay parked by the Head Start 

or day care, the kids come on, pick their books and fi le back out to get back to class.
It’s all part of  an early literacy support program to encourage the children to read more. Program Co-ordinator Rhonda Vaught said there is also a home visitation component to the program. When the Bookmobile is not making the rounds, her staff  visits 

Colbert ISD Superintendent Jarvis Dobbs was elated at the re-sults of  the April 3 vote for school bond issues. However, Rock Creek’s superintendent was likely disappointed.
Colbert voters approved a $465,000 bond issue for technology and security upgrades.
“I want to thank all the com-munity for supporting our school and our students,” Dobbs said.Eighty-eight percent of  voters approved the plan to fi nance the installation of  interactive boards in every classroom. The boards use touchscreen technology to 

allow teachers and students to in-teract with the curriculum rather than just read it. In addition, the bond issue will pay for single-entry locking systems at all the Colbert school buildings. Dobbs said this will enhance security by allowing school personnel to control who has access to school facilities.
According to the Oklahoma Election Board Website, 185 voters supported the bond issue while 25 voted against the measure for a total of  210 votes cast.

“Safety is pretty high on every-body’s list and everybody wants the newest technology,” he said.Dobbs expects the boards and security system to be in place 

when the new school year begins next August.
In the same election Rock Creek failed to get a $1.5 million bond issue for construction. Roughly 54 percent of  Rock Creek voters turned down the proposition with 46 percent approving. The Okla-homa Election Board reported 192 yes votes against 220 no votes for a total of  412 votes cast.

Rock Creek offi cials were hop-ing to build a new administra-tion and conference building and covered walkways to connect the new and existing buildings. Rock Creek Superintendent Preston Burns was not available for com-ment, according to Rock Creek staff.

Matthew Nahrstedt doesn’t believe Durant can be successful unless it has a comprehensive plan.
“Successful communi-ties don’t just happen,” said Nahrstedt, Durant’s new community development director and city planner.

Nahrstedt spoke to about 30 visitors at a town hall meeting in the Donald W. Reynolds Community Center & Library Tuesdaynight. In addition to askingquestions and expressingideas, visitors studied maps of  the city marked withpossible improvements. Nahrstedt pointed out thatDurant has seen signifi cantchanges since its last com-prehensive plan was writ-ten in 2002.
“This (comprehensive plan) needs to be updated every 5-7 years,” Nahrstedt said.

As new industries move into Bryan County, they place an increasing demand on Durant’s infrastructure. Everything from police and 

fi re to transportation to public health services are challenged. Without a plan, Nahrstedt said city leaders would be hard pressed to deal with the demand.
Durant City Council Member Oden Grube, who represents Ward 2, was at the meeting. She said she’s glad to see a plan. Grube said the city is outgrowing its infrastructure because of  industrial growth that doesn’t directly benefi t Durant. While recent busi-nesses have produced jobs, Grube said the company’s pay little in the way of local taxes.

“We need more retail businesses,” Grube said.
Charlie Bachmann is a long-time Durant resident who moved to the city in 1978. He left for several years then moved back af-ter he retired. He said he is glad to see the city is plan-ning for its future. Bach-mann said he hopes there will be an emphasis on zoning and building codes. Bachmann said the city 
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Lady Storm walkoff 
East Central for sweepSPORTS 3
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“He was despised and 
rejected by mankind, 
a man of suff ering, 

and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom 

people hide their faces 
he was despised, and 

we held him in low 
esteem.”

- Isaiah 53:3

Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”

New plans 
underway 
for Durant
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com

Michael Clements | Durant DemocratMatthew Nahrstedt, Community Development Director and City Planner for the city of Durant, talks with Johnny Shep-herd during a town hall meeting Tuesday night. Nahrstedt is working on a long-range comprehensive plan for the city which he hopes have completed within the next 10 months.

Colbert ISD bond wins 
big, Rock Creek dies
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com

SEE PLANS, PAGE 9

SEE BOOK, PAGE 9

SEE FINALIST, PAGE 9

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat
There were no serious injuries after this vehicle drove through a wrought iron fence and over a 12-foot wall Tuesday in the 

parking lot of Whataburger. Durant police on the scene said the driver went to the hospital with a possible minor injury, 

while a passenger in the vehicle was unharmed and could be seen talking to offi  cers at the scene near Radio Road.

Over the wall…

BY ZACH MAXWELL
zach@durantdemocrat.com

Choctaw Nation literacy program includes a mobile book nook

Zach Maxwell | Durant DemocratChildren from Miranda Matlock’s class at Choctaw Nation Head Start in Durant enjoy their books from the tribe’s bookmobile visit on Tuesday, April 3.

Local poet a fi nalist 
in book awards

BY MATT SWEARENGIN
matt@durantdemocrat.com

Ron Wallace is shown with his poetry book “Renegade and Other Poems.”

A boy was injured after 

being hit by a car Thurs-

day at Walmart.

The accident hap-

pened at approximately 

3:30 p.m. just outside the 

doors on the pharmacy 

side of  the building.

When Durant fi re-

fi ghters arrived, Bryan 

County EMS was on the 

scene, and there was a 

grandmother lying on the 

ground with her grand-

son in front of  a car, ac-

cording to a Durant Fire 

Department report.

OKLAHOMA CITY — 

The Oklahoma Senate ap-

proved two bills Friday 

designed to generate about 

$40 million more for public 

schools, but it was unclear 

whether that would be 

enough to placate thou-

sands of  teachers on a fi ve-

day strike seeking more 

money for education.

Republican Gov. Mary 

Fallin next will decide 

whether to sign the reve-

nue-raising plans into law.

Some of Oklahoma’s 

largest school districts 

have already canceled 

classes on Monday. Okla-

homa Education Asso-

ciation Executive Direc-

tor David Duvall says he 

doesn’t think the legisla-

tion does enough to keep 

teachers from walking out 

again next week.

“Our members know 

their needs, and they’re 

going to tell us when it’s 

enough,” Duvall said. “I 

anticipate that we’ll be 

back up here on Monday.”

Senate Floor Leader 

Greg Treat, a key negotia-

tor on the budget, said he 

had not met with educa-

tion union leaders and 

didn’t know what it would 

take to resolve the situa-

tion.
“I’m not the one who 

started the walkout, so I’m 

not the person to ask,” said 

Dig out those swim-

suits, Durant! We are ex-

actly seven weeks away 

from “Splash Day” at the 

Carl Albert Park pool.

City parks crew has se-

lected May 26 (a Saturday) 

as the offi cial opening 

day for the pool, which is 

currently under the fi rst 

phase of  a two-phase, 

$750,000 renovation. Pub-

lic Works Director Marty 

Cook said the contracted 

work is currently “at or 

ahead of  schedule.”

After a few swimming 

seasons of  wrangling 

with the Oklahoma De-

partment of  Health over 

safety and regulatory is-

sues, the city has gotten 

the fi rst $305,000 of  work 

underway. This portion 

of  the project covers ev-

erything from pool liner 

replacement to painting 

the big green mushroom 

in the baby pool.

A second phase, after 

this summer, will entail 

renovation of  the bath 

house and some upgrades 

to the fi ltration system. 

Early estimates place the 

cost of  this work around 

$450,000 because more 

structural building mate-

rial will go into the work.

For now, the real ac-

tion is in the pool. In re-

cent weeks, park visitors 

could see a pickup truck 

and other equipment 

down at the bottom of the 

(empty) pool. Some sand-

blasting of  the walls is go-

ing on, as contractors re-

place a plastic liner with 

The Durant Industrial 

Authority (DIA) will be 

without an executive di-

rector a little longer after 

the Durant City Council 

rejected a plan presented 

by City Manager Tim Run-

del.
Under the plan, the di-

rector would have been 

paid by the city and report 

to the city manager. At the 

same time, the director 

would have worked for the 

DIA and answered to its 

board of  directors for that 

work.
City staff  has been work-

ing on the plan since the 

former executive director, 

Tommy Kramer, retired 

last August. Under the new 

plan, the executive direc-

tor’s salary would be paid 

from proceeds of  a fran-

chise fee paid by OG&E 

for providing power at the 

CMC expansion. Rundel 

said this would give the 

city more control and ac-

countability because it 

would be paying for a spe-

cifi c item rather than just 

“overhead.”
“We would no longer be 

sending up to $800,000 per 

year to the DIA for ‘over-

head,’” said Rundel.

Councilmembers Destry 

Hawthorne, Chad Hitch-

cock and Oden Grube vot-

ed against the plan. Mayor 

Jerry Tomlinson and 

Councilman Mike Dills 

voted for it.

Hitchcock said he was 

concerned over the idea of  

the director answering to 

two bodies.
“What happens when 

the city and the (DIA) is at 

odds?” he asked.

Rundel said that ulti-

mately, the director would 

work for the city. Tomlin-
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White edges Blue in 

overtime at SE spring game

SPORTS 9
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Less waiting for emergency care (and a lot more care, if you need it).

*Medical professionals may include physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners. AllianceHealth Durant is owned in part by physicians.

In a medical emergency, every minute matters. So, at AllianceHealth Durant, you’ll find faster care  

in the emergency room. We work diligently to have you initially seen by a medical professional* in 

30 minutes – or less. And, with a team of dedicated medical specialists, we can provide a lot more 

care, if you need it.

The 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge – AllianceHealth Durant. MyAllianceHealth.com

“I have told you these 

things, so that in me 

you may have peace. 

In this world you will 

have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome 

the world.”

- John 16:33

UPCOMING 

EVENTS
April 7

Magnolia Farmers Mar-

ket starts this Saturday 

and every Saturday 

through October at 

Market Square in down-

town Durant. Hours 

are 8 a.m. to noon. For a 

vendor application, call 

(580) 924-1550.

April 12
On April 12 at 7 

p,.m., Book Talk meets 

at Donald W. Reynolds 

Community Center & 

Library, 1515 W. Main 

St. in Durant, to discuss 

“Traveling Mercies: 

Some Thoughts on 

Faith,” by national 

bestselling author Anne 

Lamott. Marion Hill, lo-

cal mystery writer, will 

lead discussion of  the 

book she describes as 

“thoughtful, sometimes 

touching, often hi-

larious.” Copies of  Book 

Talk selections are 

available for purchase 

at the library service 

desk. The public is 

welcome at the group’s 

discussions. The May 10 

meeting will not have a 

chosen book to discuss 

but will be the annual 

“sharing session,” when 

individual members 

recommend books 

they’ve read and liked. 

Book Talk will then 

take its summer break, 

resuming on September 

13.
Singing Church Women 

of Oklahoma will be in 

concert at 7 p.m. April 

12 at Bloomer Sullivan 

Arena, 130 Magnolia Av. 

in Durant.

April 15
The St. William Calf Fry 

will be Sunday, April 

15 in Haggard Hall at 

the Fairgrounds. Food 

will be served at noon 

and a live auction and 

silent auction will be 

had as well as activities 

for the children. Tickets 

can be purchased at the 

door. The live auction 

begins about 1:30 p.m. 

and there will be a $500 

ticket drawing following 

the auction. You must 

be present to win.

Sherman Andrus will 

be in concert at the 

Durant First Nazarene 

, 724 West Texas St. in 

Durant at the 10 a.m. 

service April 15. He 

sang with the “Andrus 

Blackwood Company.” 

The public is invited 

and the concert is free, 

but there will be a love 

offering.

Council rejects DIA director plan

Questions about ordinance raised

BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS

michael@durantdemocrat.com

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

Members of the First U.S. Artillery reenactors fi re off  “Aunt Jane” during the 27th Annual 

Rendezvous at Fort Washita, Thursday. Nick Wallace of Fort Towson is a member of the group 

and said he has been involved in historic reenactments since he was a boy. Wallace said that 

the cannon belongs to Fort Washita and is a crowd favorite when it is fi red. Wallace’s fellow 

reenactor, Garrett Mussett, said the group named the cannon Aunt Jane for a reason. “We 

named her Aunt Jane after a ghost that haunts the fort,” he said. The Rendezvous opened 

Wednesday and will be open today from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Members of Ms. Wigin-

ton’s second-grade class 

from Silo elementary en-

gaged in a spirited game 

of stickball during the 

27th Annual Rendezvous 

at Fort Washita Thursday 

afternoon. In addition 

to stickball, the children 

learned other traditional 

Native American games 

including marbles and 

chunky, a game in which 

the children threw sticks 

at a stone disc that is 

rolled across the ground. 

Having a blast

Pool work on 

track for ‘Splash 

Day’ opening
BY ZACH MAXWELL

zach@durantdemocrat.com

Zach Maxwell | Durant Democrat

Workers and heavy equipment are at the bottom of an 

empty pool at Carl Albert Park, getting the pool refur-

bished for the coming swim season.

Senate approves $40M for 

schools as strike goes on
BY SEAN MURPHY

Associated Press

Child hit by car 

at Walmart
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com
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Photo by Kevin Farr
Junior Josh McKim is one of five state qualifiers back for the 
Lions and looks to be going into the season on a roll after 
winning a pair of preseason tourney titles at Broken Arrow 
and Southmoore. Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Maci Turkoly 
lunges for 
the ball 
during 
the game 
against 
Texas 
A&M-Com-
merce.

Haiden Williams is shown Sunday during a game with Texas A&M-Commerce.

GRAPPLERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

lost to Shawnee (39-31) 
and Glenpool (43-31) but 
dropped a handful of  six-
point decisions on unoccu-
pied weight forfeits.

With a full lineup, Tay-
lor looks for the club’s best 
opportunity ever to reach 
the dual state tournament, 
which is the ultimate team 
goal.

“Your goal as a team is 
that you want to qualify 
for Dual State,” stated Tay-
lor. “People have to get to 
weight and you have to be 
healthy to have a shot at 
that. I really think we are 
the favorite in district com-
petition to get to Dual State 
this year. We lost a couple 
of  close duals to Shawnee 
and Glenpool last year. 
They both graduated sev-
eral and we hope to have 
the open weights filled up 
this time around we had 
when we faced this last 
year.

“The thing we are really 
excited about is that when 
you look at our weight 
board there aren’t many 
weights where there is just 
one kid which is a great 
situation to have. Depth is 
always a problem, but we 
have some young kids that 
have a chance to fill in and 
help us out. They’ve got a 
chance to learn from these 
juniors and seniors.”

A host of  juniors will 
obviously key the Lions’ 
success, five of  which par-
ticipated in the individual 
state championships last 
February at State Fair Are-
na but did not place.

They would have had six 
but state runner-up Tagen 
Jamison moved to Texas 
during the off-season.

The returning nucleus 
will be sparked by Cody 
Hicks at 145 pounds, Con-
nor Hall at 152 and Josh 
McKim at heavyweight. 
All three were right in the 
thick of  things as fresh-
men as well.

Hicks had a spectacu-
lar summer as a member 
of  Team Oklahoma and 
also fared well in the Ca-
det Duals while finishing 
as one of  the Top 12 grap-
plers in his weight class in 
Greco-Roman competition. 
He posted a 26-6 record 
last year despite missing 
the first half  of  the season 
while recovering from an 
injury.

Hall posted outstanding 
numbers as a sophomore 
with a 37-9 overall record 
and will once again pres-
ent major problems to op-
ponents with the ability to 
shift weight classes along 
with Hicks whenever need-
ed.

McKim was a force once 
again at heavyweight with 
a 38-8 individual record a 
year ago and will be one 
of  the favorites to get back 
to state and battle for the 

championship gold.
“Josh could wrestle for a 

state championship,” Tay-
lor said. “The heavyweight 
class was so balanced last 
year, and a lot of  those 
wrestlers graduated. He 
has already won two big 
preseason tournaments.”

Durant’s other two re-
turning state qualifiers 
come at 195 pounds with 
junior Isaiah Wright along 
with fellow junior Fulton 
Gorges at 170.

Both made exceptional 
improvement throughout 
last season but were peak-
ing just at the right time 
to qualify through strong 
regional performances. 
Wright ended with a 27-14 
record while Gorges went 
24-24.

Toss in several others 
with great amounts of  ex-
perience and you can see 
Taylor’s reason for opti-
mism.

Junior Jared Pierce 
(17-21 record) and senior 
Spur Brown (2-6) are both 
penciled in at 120 pounds 
with senior Caden Orlan-
do (18-15) at 132 and senior 
Ethan Horner (22-16) along 
with sophomore Ty Rudolf  
(9-10) sliding in around the 
160-pound position.

Sophomore Alex Jami-
son (5-9) looks to fill the 
182-pound slot with anoth-
er sophomore Jesus Gal-
vez (5-14) at 220.

The Lions will also be 
bolstered by a pair of  
tremendously talented 
freshmen with Cory Hicks 
expected to step in at 126 
pounds and Eli Pyle at 113.

Another difficult regu-
lar season schedule is on 
tap that should have the 
Lions well prepared come 
regional tournament time, 
if  not competing for a dual 
state title.

“Our tournament sched-
ule is as tough as nails,” 
Taylor added. “We will see 
the best 4A and 5A wres-
tlers in the state at Carl Al-
bert. See Duncan, Lawton 
Mac and a lot of  very good 
teams from the southwest 
at Duncan. Then face 6A 
competition at Yukon. You 
have to face good competi-
tion to make you better.

“We brought back one 
medal last year from state 
and felt like we should 
have brought home more. 
The kids realize it’s not 
enough to just get there. It 
can be a pretty intimidat-
ing environment on your 
first trip to state, but they 
have that under their belts. 
Many of these kids that 
have wrestled in numer-
ous high-pressure match-
es. Some of our guys have 
been on the mat against 
some of the best in the na-
tion and know what they 
have to do to reach that 
next level. They are tired 
of  preseason stuff  right 
now and are ready to go 
out and get it going when 
it really counts this week.”

niors in 2019.
Jones and Witt were 

listed as the starting offen-
sive tackles, while Phillips 
is a backup cornerback 

on the Wolfpack’s depth 
chart for this week’s game 
against East Carolina. Do-
eren said he might split 
the suspension, with one 
player sitting out the first 
half and the other missing 
the second half.

“It’s not ideal, obvious-

ly, losing your left tack-
le and right tackle. Not 
ideal,” Doeren said. “But 
we’ll find a way. … It’s a 
next-man-up opportunity 
for somebody.”

Tempers flared imme-
diately Saturday after 
Reggie Gallaspy II scored 

the winning touchdown 
in overtime in Chapel 
Hill. Some pushing and 
shoving in the end zone 
after that score led to an 
intense melee in which 
players from both teams 
were seen throwing 
punches.

play at 77-62 after a Jobe 
bucket.

The Rattlers would 
reel off  a 7-0 run to cut 
SE’s lead to single dig-
its with five and a half  
minutes to play, but SE 
would again respond 
with a push to go up 83-

71 with 1:43 to play after a 
Dworsky free throw.

STMU would drain its 
next three threes and 
close the gap to 85-80 
with 29 seconds to play, 
but Jett Jobe would go 
4-of-4 at the free throw 
line in the final 19 sec-
onds to preserve South-
eastern’s 89-80 win.

From Southeastern 
Athletics.

STORM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

BRAWL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

and finished at 31.3 per-
cent from the floor, but 
maintained a 58-56 lead 
heading to the final 
quarter.

TAMUC opened the 
fourth on a 9-0 run to 
take the lead by seven 

points. Webb would hit 
a pair of  jumpers to 
close the gap back down 
to three points at 65-62, 
but the Lions followed 
with an 11-2 run to pull 
ahead by 12 points be-
fore SE scored the final 
three points to make the 
final score 76-67.

From Southeastern 
Athletics.

WOMEN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8



With a wealth of  experi-
ence coming off  one of  its 
most successful campaigns 
in school history, the Durant 
High wrestling program is 
brimming with confidence 
as the 2018-19 season opens 
Thursday.

The Lions welcome back 
five state qualifiers from a 
group that notched a dou-
ble-figure dual victory total 
and with additional help from 
several youngsters looks to 
fill nearly every weight divi-
sion for the upcoming cam-
paign. That should allow 
them a great opportunity to 
pick up even more dual wins 
after giving up some last year 
due to forfeit points.

“We have a lot of  experi-
ence back and several re-
ally talented newcomers,” 
head coach Jim Taylor com-
mented. “We really feel like 
we’ll get seven or eight kids 
at least to the state tourna-
ment again this year. If  all 
our weights balance out this 
year, we could have the best 
wrestling team that Durant 

has ever had.
“It’s the most success and 

participation we have ever 
had in our preseason tour-
naments this year. We took 
16 wrestlers to Southmoore 
a week ago. We have a lot of  

kids getting early matches in. 
Some will have wrestled 10 or 
12 matches against 6A and 5A 
competition before we have 
our first dual, which is great 
for them. They are seeing the 
best competition around and 
have had success in those 
preseason tournaments. We 

have brought home a whole 
bunch of medals already.”

A season ago, Durant post-
ed its best showing ever in 
dual district action despite 
finishing just 1-2. The Lions 
defeated Noble (39-30) but 

Sports
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 20188 DURANTDEMOCRAT.COM

Durant grapplers eye 
tremendous season

Photo by Kevin Farr
Cody Hicks returns to help spark the DHS wrestling team coming 
off a great summer in which he participated in the prestigious 
Cadet Nationals in Fargo, North Dakota.

BY KEVIN FARR
For the Democrat 

Wrestling Schedule
Nov. 29 Plainview Triangular 

Away
Dec. 6 Tecumseh Triangular 

Away
Dec. 7 Madill Duals Away
Dec. 13 Sulphur Home
Dec. 14-15 Southern OK Invita-

tional Duncan
Jan. 10 District Duals Noble
Jan. 11-12 Carl Albert Tourna-

ment MWC
Jan. 15 Shawnee Away
Jan. 18-19 Yukon Tournament 

Away
Jan. 22 Davis Home
Jan. 24 McAlester Away
Jan. 25-26 Midwestern Confer-

ence Shawnee
Jan. 29 Ardmore Home
Feb. 7 Red/Blue Duals Home
Feb. 8-9 Dual State TBA
Feb. 15-16 Regional Tournament 

TBA
Feb. 22-23 State Tournament 

OKC

SEE GRAPPLERS, PAGE 7

Storm holds 
off STMU at 
Thanksgiving 
Classic

SAN ANTONIO, Texas – Five play-
ers scored in double figures as South-
eastern drained 15 threes as a team 
and picked up its second-straight 
victory away from home, downing 
St. Mary’s 89-80 on Saturday night in 
San Antonio, Texas, in the finale of  
the St. Mary’s Thanksgiving Classic.

The win improves the Savage 
Storm to 3-0 on the season heading 
into the Great American Confer-
ence opener at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 29 in 
Shawnee, Okla., against Oklahoma 
Baptist.

Kellen Manek led all scorers with 
a career-high 27 points on 8-of-16 
shooting, including four threes and 
a 7-of-8 effort at the free throw line.

Jett Jobe finished next in line 
with 18 on the strength of  a trio of  
threes and hitting 5-of-6 at the line, 
while Kevin Buckingham turned in 
13 points while shooting 4-of-5 from 
the field, including a 3-of-3 mark on 
threes.

Adam Dworsky finished with 10 
points, while Todd Dawkins came off  
the bench with 10 points as well.

Dworsky triggered the offense 
with five assists on the contest, while 
Jobe added four and Manek chipped 
in three and the team tallied 18 all 
together.

Buckingham led the way on the 
glass with nine rebounds, while 
Kayo Goncalves chipped in five.

SE shot 50 percent from the field in 
the first half  and 47.8 percent from 
three over that span, and survived a 
chilled second half  to finish the night 
shooting 44.8 percent from the field 
and 42.9 percent from long range.

STMU scored first, but the Storm 
answered with eight-straight points, 
including threes from Henderson 
and Manek, and would never trail 
again in the contest.

A Buckingham three at the 16:18 
mark would push the lead out to 
eight points and four minutes later 
a Jobe three would finally push that 
lead out to double-figures at 21-11.

The lead would reach 12 points 
and hover there until near the nine 
minute mark when STMU would cut 
the advantage back to single digits, 
eventually down to five points before 
a late Storm spurt was capped by a 
Jobe three with less than 10 seconds 
to go in the half  to give SE a 50-40 
lead at the break.

The Rattlers would threaten early 
in the second half, opening the frame 
with an 8-0 run to cut the Storm lead 
to just two points.

A Manek three would end the run 
and SE would start edging its lead 
back out, hitting double-figures 
again on a Manek jumper at the 10:52 
mark of  the half  to go up 69-58.

The lead would reach 15 points, 
which is where it stood with 8:50 to 

CC issues 1-half 
suspensions 
to 7 players 
involved in brawl

GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) — The 
Atlantic Coast Conference has sus-
pended and reprimanded seven 
players who took part in an end-
zone brawl following North Carolina 
State’s victory over North Carolina.

The league said Monday that four 
players from UNC — including two 
seniors whose eligibility has been 
exhausted — and three from N.C. 
State will be suspended for one half  
of  their team’s next game.

The players suspended and pub-
licly reprimanded were Dominique 
Ross, Patrice Rene, J.K. Britt and 
Jeremiah Clarke of  North Carolina, 
and Freddie Phillips Jr., Tyler Jones 
and Justin Witt of  N.C. State.

“All three of  (his players), I’ve 
spoken with, and they understand 
what’s acceptable and what isn’t 
and what our standards are in our 
program,” N.C. State coach Dave Do-
eren said. “Our guys know they can’t 
do that. They’ll learn from that and 
they’ll use it as a teachable moment 
and move forward.”

The Tar Heels must sit out for half  
of  the 2019 season opener against 
South Carolina, while the N.C. State 
players will miss part of  the ECU 
game. The schools will determine 
whether it’s the first or the second 
half  of  those games.

The suspensions for Britt and 
Clarke are symbolic because they 
were seniors for the Tar Heels this 
season. Ross and Rene will be se-

Ex-Michigan State leader in court on Nassar-related charges

CHARLOTTE, Mich. (AP) 
— The former president of  
Michigan State University 
on Monday made her first 
court appearance since being 
charged with lying to investi-
gators about what she knew 
during the investigation into 
sexual assault allegations 
against former sports doctor 
Larry Nassar.

Lou Anna Simon, 71, is 
accused of  lying during an 
interview in May. She is 
charged with two felonies 

and two misdemeanors.
The arraignment in an 

Eaton County court lasted 
roughly 10 minutes, during 
which Simon acknowledged 
that the felonies carry a max-
imum punishment of  four 
years in prison but made no 
further remarks. She has not 
entered a plea yet and is due 
back in court on Dec. 18.

Authorities say Simon 
knew in 2014 that Nassar had 
been accused of  molesting 
a woman at a campus clin-
ic. Simon told state police in 
May that she only knew that 
a complaint had been filed 

against a sports doctor. Nas-
sar, 55, pleaded guilty last 
year to child pornography 
possession and sexually as-
saulting young women and 
girls, and he will likely re-
main in prison for life.

Simon’s lawyers said the 
charges have no merit.

Attorney Mayer Morgan-
roth said allegations that Si-
mon received a detailed file 
about the patient’s allegation 
against Nassar are “evidence 
of  nothing. It’s somebody 
else’s note that’s never even 
shown to anybody. … The ev-
idence is false, ridiculous and 

it would even be stupid for 
any of  you to even consider 
it. You’ll find out. … She had 
47 years there, and all they’re 
doing is torturing a woman.”

Simon resigned in January 
after Nassar was sentenced 
to decades in prison for mo-
lesting young women and 
girls.

Hundreds of  girls and 
women have said Nassar 
molested them when he was 
a physician, including while 
he worked at Michigan State 
and Indianapolis-based USA 
Gymnastics, which trains 
U.S. Olympians.
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Cold shooting in 4th quarter costs Storm Women
Southeastern went 

cold from the floor in the 
fourth quarter and Texas 
A&M-Commerce took ad-
vantage, handing the Savage 
Storm a 76-67 loss on Sunday 
afternoon in Bloomer Sulli-
van Arena.

The loss drops SE to 1-2 
overall on the year heading 
into Great American Confer-
ence play when it will head 
to Oklahoma Baptist on Nov. 
29 for a 5:30 p.m. contest in 
Shawnee, Okla.

Katie Webb led all scorers 
on the contest with 25 points, 
hitting 10-of-19 from the floor 
and adding a 5-of-7 mark at 
the free throw line.

She finished with her sec-
ond double-double of  the sea-
son by hauling in 10 rebounds 
to lead the Storm.

Alix Robinson and Kam-

ryn Cantwell each finished 
with 15 points, with Robinson 
hitting four threes.

Cantwell handed out four 
assists to lead the way, while 
Tracy Johnson chipped in 
three as the team finished 
with 15 on the afternoon.

SE opened strong, hitting 
53.3 percent from the field in 
the first quarter to open up a 
23-15 lead after the first quar-
ter.

Both teams cracked the 
20-point mark in the second 
quarter, with the Lions trim-
ming the Storm advantage 
down to 43-39 at the halftime 
break.

The Storm shooting woes 
began to show in the third 
as they missed on all three 
attempts from behind the arc 

SE Basketball 
player Tracy 
Johnson is 
shown dribbling 
the ball during 
a game Sunday 
at Bloomer 
Sullivan Arena 
with Texas 
A&M-Com-
merce.

Katie Webb goes in for a layup when The Storm played Texas 
A&M-Commerce at Bloomer Sullivan Arena. SEE WOMEN, PAGE 7
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