
On the night of  Decem-
ber 17, 1915, a young girl 
named Pauline fell asleep 
in her bedroom. A short 
while later her mother, in 
the room next door, heard 
groaning and sent her 
husband to investigate. 
He entered his daughter’s 
room and in the glow of  
his kerosene lamp, saw 
a gruesome scene. Pau-
line was sitting up in bed, 
blood flowing profusely 
from her slashed throat. 
A doctor was quickly 
summoned, but a few 
hours later Pauline died.

That story sounds very 
familiar to long-time resi-
dents of  Durant. The mur-
der of  Pauline Amsel was 
shocking and the story 
has been told and retold. 
In March of 1916 when 
Judge Hatchett spoke to 

the grand jury he said, 
“I never in my life saw a 
community get a case of  
nerves as this communi-
ty did over that killing. 
Brave, strong men were 
so shocked they were 
afraid to go out at night; 
extra locks were bought: 
doors were barred; all 
kinds of  modern weapons 
were purchased, loaded 
and kept in convenient 
places.”

He also implored the 
grand jury to find the kill-
er and bring them to jus-
tice, no matter how much 
time, effort, or money it 
required: “Dollars and 
cents do not cut figures 
in a case like this.” And 
he didn’t care who the 
guilty party turned out to 
be: “If  you have sufficient 
evidence, indict whoever 
that evidence indicates 
is guilty, whoever it may 
be…”

It’s ironic, and some-
what disturbing, that in 
April of  1916, about sev-
enty-five miles east of  Du-
rant, Tillman and Mary 
Walton were charged 
with the murder of  their 
own daughter, Pauline. 
That’s actually her mur-
der described in the open-
ing paragraph.

The comparisons be-
tween the two crimes are 
interesting, but they don’t 
exactly fit the modus ope-
randi of  a serial killer. 
Razors were a common 
weapon of the times and 
sadly there were reports 
of  at least a dozen oth-
er murders and suicides 
during the same time pe-
riod. Still, the similarities 
were close enough for me 
to investigate further.

Pauline Amsel was 
murdered on November 
11, 1914. She was 14 years 
old. Pauline Walton was 

17 when she was killed. 
Pauline Amsel screamed 
and somehow managed to 
walk to her parents’ room 
even though the right side 
of  her throat had been se-
verely slashed with a ra-
zor. She returned to her 
room and collapsed on 
her bed, then rolled to the 
floor. Pauline Walton nev-
er left her bed and was 

probably awake when 
she was killed because 
her bed was in disarray 
and much of her hair had 
been yanked out. Pau-
line Amsel lived about 
30 minutes after she was 
attacked. Pauline Walton 
lived for three hours.

Neither home was bur-
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No paper will be published 
Thursday, Jan. 3, due to the 
holidays.

EDITOR’S NOTE

FREE
SAMPLE

Cast your cares on 
the LORD and he will 
sustain you; he will 

never let the righteous 
be shaken.

Psalm 55:22

Wastewater collection overwhelmed by rain
Leaks and heavy rain causing major problems

Editor’s Note: This is 
the third in a series of  
stories on Durant’s infra-
structure needs based on 
a report presented to the 
Durant City Council last 
summer by Brandon Wall 
of  Wall Engineering.

Last July, Brandon 
Wall, of  Wall Engineer-
ing in Durant presented a 

report to the Durant City 
council on the city’s most 
pressing infrastructure 
needs.

Wall examined each 
system, prioritizing long 
and short-term issues fac-
ing each and the estimat-
ed cost of  repairs.

Next month, the Du-
rant City Council will ap-
point a citizen’s task force 
to study infrastructure. 
According to City Man-
ager Tim Rundel, the task 

force’s mandate includes 
investigating funding 
options to pay for recom-
mended projects. Rundel 
said this would be an op-
portunity for residents, 
including the council’s 
critics, to realize the mag-
nitude of  the city’s infra-
structure needs.

Wall’s report came in 
the wake of  a contentious 
bond election in which 

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

The storm drainage system in Durant often becomes overwhelmed during heavy rains.

Retirement reception held for county assessor

Matt Swearengin | 
Durant Democrat

A retirement recep-
tion was held Friday 

afternoon at the Bryan 
County Courthouse 

Annex for Bryan County 
Assessor Glendel Rush-
ing. The longest serving 

assessor in the state, 
Rushing was elected 

in 1964 and sworn into 
office on Jan. 4, 1965. 

Many attended the re-
ception to congratulate 

Rushing on his retire-
ment and more than 50 

years of service to the 
county. A feature story 

on Rushing will be in 
an upcoming edition of 

the Democrat.

Judge steps 
aside in 
Rundel/Grube 
lawsuit
Atoka County jurist will 
preside over defamation case

BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 

Bryan County District Court Judge 
Mark Campbell has recused himself  
from the defamation lawsuit Durant 
City Manager Tim Rundel has filed 
against the city and City Councilmem-
ber Oden Grube. The case has been as-
signed to Atoka County Associate Dis-
trict Judge Preston Harbuck.

Campbell would not comment on 
his decision. Rundel’s attorney, Ran-
dal Homburg of  Midwest City, said the 
development won’t affect how he han-
dles the case. Grube’s attorney, Thom-
as LeBlanc, of  Tulsa-based law firm 
Best & Sharp, did not return a call for 
comment. Homburg said the case will 
still be heard in Bryan County, though 
many of the preliminary hearings may 
be held in Harbuck’s Atoka courtroom.

Harbuck pointed out that both he and 
Grube’s counsel have to travel regard-
less of  where the hearings are held. But 
he said there was no reason to think that 
once it goes to trial the case wouldn’t be 
heard in Bryan County. Homburg said 
he is very confident in Rundel’s case.

“I would love for this to be tried in 
Bryan County,” he said.

On Sept. 7, Rundel filed a defamation 

Movie helps 
preservation 
efforts of 
Route 66  
gas station
BY CARLA HINTON
The Oklahoman

LUTHER (AP) — For 
blacks, the adventure and 
excitement of  traveling the 
early roadways of  Amer-
ica was tempered by the 
certain knowledge that a 
pit stop made at the wrong 
place could be deadly.

Bigotry loomed large 
in the form of “Whites 
Only” restaurants, hotels 
and other establishments. 
And getting caught out af-
ter sunset in an anti-black 
“sundown town” was 
fraught with peril.

During the Jim Crow 
era, the Threatt Filling 
Station in Luther pro-
vided “a safe haven” for 
black travelers and locals 
on Route 66, said Edward 
Threatt, whose family 
owns the property.

The building that 
housed the filling station 
is already on the National 
Register of  Historic Plac-
es for several reasons in-
cluding its distinction as a 
black-owned filling station 
along the “Mother Road.”

However, the Threatt 
family’s recent partner-
ship with historians to 
preserve the former sta-
tion and the emergence of  
the movie “Green Book” 
have brought about a re-
naissance of  sorts for the 
structure and the Threatt 
family’s story. The Na-
tional Park Service re-

BY MARY E. MAURER
For the Democrat 

Researching similar murder mysteries
Pauline Amsel 
is shown with 
her mother, Ce-
lia. Pauline was 
murdered in 
1914 in Durant 
and the crime 
was never 
solved.

Photo provided

BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 
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Properties by Sullivan
Residential • Commercial

580-931-6077

“I Sell What I List ”
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS  

FOR SALE OR LEASE

FOR LEASE
900 SF office space located inside building at 200 W. Beech, Durant.

HOME FOR SALE
3BR, 2.5 Bath home at 
2196 N. 49th St.,  
sits on 2 lots, $298,500.

2738 N ROBERTA RD
55 acres, great homesite, $270K

7-PLUS ACRES ON HIGHWAY 70
Near the Walmart shopping area

HACNO’s 
New Year Auction

The Housing Authority of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma (HACNO) will 
be receiving sealed bids for an auction. All equipment, vehicles, office 
furniture and items sold as is no warranty implied or given. Items can be 
viewed at 209 Jim Monroe Rd. Hugo, Oklahoma between the hours of 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm Monday – Friday and items at 1508 South Ada St. 
Coalgate, Oklahoma must be made by appointment to view. 

Bids will be accepted until January 25th @ 3:30pm and opening will  
be January 28th @ 9:00am. Please email John Wolf at  
johnw@choctawhousing.com or call at 580-326-7521 ext. 6393 for 
information regarding this advertisement. At request, a digital auction 
catalog with the bid sheet will be provided via email.

All bid lots must be sealed and clearly marked on the bid sheet and  
physically mailed or deliver to:  The Housing Authority of the Choctaw 
Nation 209 Jim Monroe Rd. Hugo, Ok. 74743. 

Winners will be contacted and the winners will have until February 4th to 
pay and remove the winning items.

After February 4th, a storage fee of $25.00 per day, per item will be 
charged to the buyer for any items that have not been removed. 

BUYER MUST PROVIDE ANY STRETCH WRAP, TIE DOWNS, ROPE 
NEEDED TO SECURE ITEMS PURCHASED. HACNO WILL BE NOT 
ABLE TO HELP LOAD OR TRANSPORT ANY ITEMS.

The Seller DOES NOT provide transportation or loading services for  
buyers to remove their merchandise. Any and all methods of lifting, 
towing, and hauling, as well as all other methods or requirements for the 
removal and transport of the materials, equipment and/or vehicles, is the 
sole responsibility of the buyer. 

The ownership of any and all items not removed by February 18th will 
revert back to the Seller and they may re-sell or dispose of the property 
as they see fit.

city leaders tried to con-
vince voters to approve 
$20 million in bonds for 
street and drainage re-
pairs. Voters strongly re-
jected the proposal.

The last story covered 
the needs of  the city’s 
wastewater treatment 
plant. According to Bran-
don Wall, of  Wall Engi-
neering, said the plant is 
operating at near capac-
ity. Today’s story covers 
two systems which con-
tribute to the plant’s prob-
lems.

The wastewater collec-
tion system collects and 
transfers sewage to the 
wastewater treatment 
plant to be treated and 
disposed. Wall said the 

system generally works 
well, but when the weath-
er is rainy, the stormwa-
ter drainage system is 
overwhelmed. This com-
bined with leaks in the 
wastewater collection sys-
tem greatly increases the 
effluent into the wastewa-
ter treatment plant.

“The average for the 
wastewater treatment 
plant is around 3 million 
gallons into the plant,” 
Wall said. “But when it 
rains heavily it can go as 
high as 12 million.”

According to the re-
port Wall made to the 
city last July, the in-
flow and infiltration of  
stormwater runoff  gets 
in through leaks in the 
system threatening to 
overload the treatment 
plant. He said the system 
needs an evaluation study 

involving running cam-
eras through the system 
which would run about 
$690,000. He estimated re-
pairs to the collection sys-
tem would cost about $10 
million bringing the total 
long-term cost at approxi-
mately $10.7 million.

At the same time, the 
stormwater drainage 
system needs major up-
grades. Wall said it is 
common knowledge that 
the system becomes over-
whelmed during storms 
which results in some 
flooding in addition to the 
impact on the wastewater 
collection system.

This system would 
require a similar study 
which would cost about 
$950,000. Wall estimated 
the cost of  repairs to be 
approximately $8 mil-
lion.

WASTEWATER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cently awarded the fam-
ily a $5,000 grant to fund 
a condition assessment 
and preservation plan for 
the building.

“Green Book,” which 
premiered in November, 
tells the true story of  a 
prominent black musi-
cian who hired an Ital-
ian bouncer to provide 
protection as he began a 
concert tour in the Deep 
South in 1962. The pair 
relies on the “The Negro 
Motorist Green Book,” a 
real-life guidebook that 
listed hotels, taverns, 
restaurants, service sta-
tions and other estab-
lishments where blacks 
would be accepted as cus-
tomers and where they 
would be less likely to be 
harassed or attacked by 
whites.

“During that time, 
blacks traveling on Route 
66 couldn’t stop at white 
filling stations to get gas. 
This was one of  the stops 
where they could get 
some gas. It was a safe 
haven,” Edward Threatt, 
told The Oklahoman . 
He said his grandfather, 
Allen Threatt Sr., owned 
the station and more than 
150 acres of  property sur-
rounding it.

Another grandson of  
Allen Threatt Sr., the 
Rev. Allen Threatt III, 79, 
of  Arcadia, is pastor of  
Arcadia’s Mount Pleas-
ant Baptist Church. He 
agreed with his cousin’s 
assessment of  the filling 
station, which closed in 
the 1970s. He said it was 
not listed in the Green 
Book, largely because his 
grandfather and the sta-
tion were well-known to 
many blacks.

He said the fact that a 
book like the Green Book 
existed made sense.

“It was a little bit sur-
prising because I didn’t 
realize how blacks knew 
where to stop. It was kind 
of  like a road map that 
helped them when they 
were traveling,” he said. 
“I think they just stopped 
and realized how crucial 
it was at that particular 
time that blacks had to 
communicate with one 
another from one state to 
the next. They would tell 
the folks back home so 
they would know where 
they could get some food 
and gas on their trips.”

Edward Threatt, who 
lives in Luther, said race 
relations during that era 
added a different dimen-
sion to the family filling 
station. He said people 
could get fuel and food 
there but also were al-
lowed to park their vehi-
cles on the property and 
sleep for the night, if  nec-
essary.

“It’s important to ex-
plain to people who are 
not of  color what it was 
like — the things my 
mom and dad and our an-
cestors had to go through 
just to survive,” he said. 
“To have a place like this 
— as soon as they pulled 
in, they could exhale and 
relax and not have to 
worry about anything,” 
he said.

Another cousin, David 
Threatt Jr., 45, of  Okla-
homa City, didn’t know 
much about the filling sta-
tion’s history, so six years 
ago, he asked his friend 
Sharina Killingsworth of  
Norman to help him re-
search on property. Both 
were excited about what 
they found.

“It kind of  lighted a fire 
under my family to actu-
ally do something with 
it,” he said.

Much of  the historic 
structure is intact, David 
Threatt Jr. said. Inside, a 
visitor will still find the 

original cash register, 
several booths, barstools 
and memorabilia from 
the station’s golden era.

Killingsworth said she 
found it remarkable that 
Allen Threatt Sr. applied 
for and was granted a pat-
ent for the family prop-
erty before statehood. 
Through her research, 
she learned that he was a 
well-respected “steward 
of  the community and a 
servant of  the communi-
ty.”

The three Threatt 
cousins in Oklahoma, 
Killingsworth and an-
other Threatt cousin, 
Linda Fisher of  Las Ve-
gas, began working to 
preserve the structure 
in recent years with the 
help of  historians like 
Lynda Ozan, deputy his-
toric preservation officer 
with the state Historic 
Preservation Office, and 
Kaisa Barthuli, program 
manager for the National 
Park Service Route 66 Co-
ordinator Preservation 
Program.

The building, which 
was constructed in 1915, 
was listed on the Nation-
al Register of  Historic 
Places in the 1990s and 
Ozan said it received that 
recognition because it 
is a “house type” estab-
lishment, meaning it was 
built to look like a house 
but served both as a resi-
dence and a business. She 
said the building also was 
singled out because it was 
owned and operated by 
a black family who came 
to Oklahoma during the 
1889 Land Run, and it is 
still owned by the same 
family.

Ozan said the idea of  
preserving the filling sta-
tion building is particu-
larly exciting because of  
the old ledger books and 
other items there. She 
said the old uniforms that 
station attendants wore 

to pump gas are still in 
the building’s attic.

“The whole history of  
the African-American ex-
perience traveling up and 
down that road is epito-
mized in that building,” 
she said.

Barthuli, with the 
National Park Service, 
agrees.

“We knew the build-
ing was vacant and had 
no idea who owned the 
building so when we re-
ceived a call from David 
Threatt about the fami-
ly’s interest in preserving 
the building we were ec-
static because it was only 
then that we learned that 
it was still in the family,” 
she said. “We’re interest-
ed in telling not just the 
station’s story but the 
family’s large contribu-
tions, not just to Route 66 
but to the state of  Okla-
homa.”

Like Edward Threatt, 
both women said the 
historic filling station 
probably didn’t make it 
into the Green Book be-
cause it was already a 
popular establishment 
among blacks and Ozan 
also pointed out that it 
was built well before the 
traveler’s guide book was 
first produced by Har-
lem, New York, resident 
Victor Green in the late 
1930s.

Barthuli said the Green 
Book helps reflect social 
experience and values of  
that time and it serves as 
a conduit for telling the 
larger stories of  black 
history in America.

The existence of  such 
a book is a “conversation 
starter” and the Threatt 
filling station’s connec-
tion to it is relevant, she 
said.

David Threatt said the 
family has begun raising 
funds for the filling sta-
tion preservation efforts. 
He said he’d like to see 

the station opened once 
again as a community 
gathering spot.

“I’d just like to see that 
part of  history actual-
ly come back to life,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, Brad Nick-
son, president of  the 
Oklahoma Route 66 As-
sociation, said he only 
learned about the build-
ing’s history when the 
Threatts shared their 
story at an association 
meeting about 18 months 
ago.

“I wasn’t aware of  the 
significance of  that little 
building and I was just 
amazed at the history of  
that place. I’m thrilled 
that they’ve taken a 
renewed interest into 
breathing some life back 
into that building and 
telling their story,” Nick-
son said. “On Route 66, 
those stories are part of  
the enjoyment and the al-
lure if  you have a history 
mind bent.”

Both Edward Thre-
att and Allen Threatt III 
were young boys during 
the station’s heyday and 
they remember the sta-
tion’s popularity among 
travelers who stopped to 
get fuel and snacks. The 
Threatts said visitors 
would sometimes come 
to the station for regular 
dances held on the fami-
ly’s property or perhaps 
they would take in a Ne-
gro Baseball League ball 
game.

Allen Threatt said the 
station was a forerun-
ner to the convenience 
store of  modern times 
because his father kept 
produce and staples for 
locals who didn’t want to 
drive to a larger city for 
small grocery items. He 
said many black families 
like the Caldwells, John-
sons, Neros and Lees 
often came to the store 
to make purchases or to 

play dominoes or simply 
to visit with one another.

He remembers pump-
ing fuel for travelers. He 
said the service station 
was up-to-date and he 
and other attendants 
fixed flats and changed 
oil for customers.

“During that time, I 
was small and it seemed 
like it was a large place. 
These were the barstools 
where they could sit over 
there and people would 
sit in booths on the oth-
er side,” he said pointing 
to different areas of  the 
building during a recent 
visit.

Allen Threatt said he 
especially remembered 
the weekend nights when 
lights would be strung 
in the trees around the 
property and people — 
blacks but sometimes 
whites, too — would come 
from Oklahoma City and 
other areas to dance out 
in the field where tables 
would be set up and beer 
and soda pop would be 
served. He said he and 
several of  his young rel-
atives had a special way 
of  collecting extra money 
afterward.

“They were jitterbug-
gin’ at the dances and 
all the change in their 
pockets would fall out. 
I would come out early 
next morning and pick 
up change — we’d have a 
pocketful,” he said.

Edward Threatt said 
he is excited about the 
preservation efforts. He 
doesn’t want his grand-
father’s legacy to be for-
gotten. Allen Threatt Sr. 
died in 1950.

“Grandpa had a true 
entrepreneurial spirit 
about him, and he passed 
it along to his kids and 
they passed it along to 
their kids. That’s just 
what Grandpa did for 
us,” he said. “This is real-
ly truly about him.”

MOVIE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lawsuit against the city 
and Grube. The city was 
finally served the law-
suit this week, accord-
ing to court records.

Rundel claims that 
shortly after Grube was 
sworn in, she and her 
son Jimmy secretly met 
with city employees. Af-
ter these meetings, Gru-
be reportedly publicly 
released a report that 
claimed department 
superintendents were 
unhappy with the city 
staff  and called for the 

termination of  at least 
two city hall employees.

The lawsuit also 
claims that Grube used 
a Facebook page to crit-
icize city employees and 
their family members. 
The lawsuit alleges that 
Grube posted her report 
on social media in vio-
lation of  her duties as a 
councilmember.

Rundel’s lawsuit 
claims that Grube’s ac-
tions have damaged his 
reputation and made it 
difficult for him to find 
other employment if  the 
need arose.

He is asking for dam-

ages from the city to 
compensate him for his 
alleged damage and to 
cover attorney’s fees 
and court costs. He is 
also asking the court 
or damages of  at least 
$10,000 from Grube 
plus attorney’s fees and 
court costs. He is also 
demanding a jury trial.

In court filings, Grube 
claims that her actions 
were protected by the 
First Amendment and a 
state law designed to al-
low public participation 
in government. She has 
requested the lawsuit be 
dismissed.

LAWSUIT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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2 GREAT OFFERS
EVERY WEEK AT

SPECIAL OFFER
MONDAYS ONLY

CHICKEN 
FRIED STEAK 

MEAL

SPECIAL OFFER
WEDNESDAYS ONLY

2 PIECE 
MEAL

$199 $199

DINE IN
DRIVE THRU
CARRY OUT

DURANT
2403 W. MAIN ST.

924-5516

• CHICKEN FRIED STEAK  
WITH WHITE GRAVY
• INDIVIDUAL MASHED  
POTATOES WITH WHITE GRAVY
• 1 FESHLY PREPARED 
BISCUIT

• LEG AND THIGH
• INDIVIDUAL MASHED 
POTATOES WITH WHITE 
GRAVY
• 1 FESHLY PREPARED 
BISCUIT

plus tax 
no substitutions
 lunch or dinner 

no limit

plus tax 
no substitutions
 lunch or dinner 

no limit

glarized even though 
there were objects of  
value nearby, especially 
in the Amsel home. The 
one item taken from the 
Amsel home was a coat, 
later found in the base-
ment of  another house. 
The one item taken from 
the Walton home was a 
hat, found in the yard.

Mr. Amsel confront-
ed Pauline’s killer and 
the man shot at him, 
according to newspaper 
accounts of  the time. He 
missed and then the gun 
jammed. He pulled out 
a pocket knife, stabbed 
Mr. Amsel in the stom-
ach, and ran away, but 
not before he was seen 
by a couple of  neigh-
bors. He left his ragged 
hat behind. It and the 
razor had Chicago store 
brands on them.

Pauline Walton’s kill-
er disappeared without 
being seen. The only ev-
idence of  his existence 
was fresh dirt on a win-
dow sill and a boot print 
on the ground beneath it. 
However, that evidence 
was doubted during Mr. 
Walton’s trial. Sheriff  
Lain testified that when 
they first examined the 
property, he and his men 
did not find any evidence 
of  an intruder. Several 
hours later, when they 
returned, a screen had 
been removed from the 
room of  their 14-year-old 
son, the dirt and foot-
print were there, and a 
hat (later identified as 
the son’s) was found in 
the yard. There was more 
evidence that someone 
in the house might have 
killed Pauline Walton. A 
neighbor reported hear-
ing screams, but was 
not alarmed because she 
did not “regard them 
as unusual.” Both par-
ents were later indict-
ed and the prosecution 
presented evidence that 
the Waltons had argued 
over Pauline’s “delicate 
condition.” The defense 
theorized that she was 
killed by a rejected suit-
or.

The grand jury that 
considered the indict-
ment of  Jake Amsel was 
comprised of  many well 
known and respected 
men of  Bryan County 
and their names will 
be familiar to older res-
idents of  Durant and 
Caddo: R. L. Crudup 
from Durant was the 
foreman. Also from Du-
rant were H. M. Taylor, 
W. J. Weathered, and 
Robert F. Story. Those 
from Caddo were H. G. 
Huffman, C. D. Robin-
son, S. W. Maytubby, and 
D. B. Williams. Rounding 
out the group were J. 
W. Gentry of  Calera, J. 
H. Ellis and L. E. Batch-
elor from Bennington, 
and Jess Moreland of  
Bokchito. After two 

weeks they reported: 
“We have inquired into 
all the details, rumors, 
and reports of  all kinds 
and permitted persons 
to express their person-
al opinions and advance 
their theories about how 
the matter occurred. We 
had all the eye-witness-
es living in Durant, the 
officer in charge at the 
time, the detective who 
worked on the case, the 
person who had charge 
of  the hounds making 
the investigation imme-
diately thereafter, the 
father and the mother 
of  the girl, before us and 
examined each one care-
fully. And after so doing 
we return no true bill of  
indictment.”

The Amsel home was 
boarded up shortly af-
ter Pauline’s murder 
and the family lived 
in another house until 
their affairs were put in 
order. They rented out 
their store, sold their 
stock and moved, first 
to Texas, then to Colo-
rado, then back to Texas 
40 years after the trage-
dy. When they died they 
were buried next to Pau-
line.

In October of  1919, 
after years of  legal 
complications and jury 

problems, Tillman Wal-
ton was found guilty of  
killing his daughter and 
sentenced to 10 years in 
prison. He vowed that he 
would never accept the 
sentence because he was 
innocent. After his re-
lease he moved to Bow-
ie, Texas, where he lived 
until his death in 1945.

The comparison of  
the two crimes does not 
lead to any connection 
between the two, but 
certainly Mr. Walton 
must have read or heard 
the news of  Pauline 
Amsel’s death. Newspa-
per reports were wide-
spread after Governor 
Williams ordered that a 
reward of  $200 would be 
added to the $1,000 of-
fered by Jake Amsel for 
the capture of  Pauline’s 
killer. There were many 
friends and family mem-
bers shared between the 
communities of  Durant 
and Paris. People talked 
of  little else for months. 
I would be remiss if  I 
did not consider that 
Pauline Walton’s death 
might have been a “copy-
cat” murder.

One hundred years af-
ter the death of  Pauline 
Amsel, one of  her rela-
tives from Israel visited 
Durant and gave a pre-

sentation about the mur-
der. She was interviewed 
by the local paper and 
spoke to many people in 
the community, hoping 
to find more clues. It was 
her belief  that Jake had 
committed the crime; it 
is my belief  that he did 
not. It’s doubtful that 
either of  us will ever be 
fully satisfied with our 
conclusions. The prob-
lem with researching 
the past, especially past 
crimes, is that our con-
clusions are influenced 
by our own experiences 
and interpretations. We 
see history through the 
eyes of  a different gen-
eration. And since we 
can’t access all of  the 
records and documents 
we need, we often “fill 
in the gaps” with stories 
and opinions of  people 

who were witnesses or 
children of  witnesses or 
second cousins twice re-
moved. We all know that 
any two witnesses to a 
crime will tell a slightly 
different version of  it. I 
wonder how many of  the 
local people interviewed 
by Pauline’s relative 
had actually read the 
original accounts of  her 
death.

As a genealogist and 
historian, I caution peo-
ple to find direct sources 
and documentation for 
the names and dates and 
events in their ances-
tor’s lives. I always tell 
them that family stories 
are interesting and en-
tertaining, but seldom 
completely accurate.

Epilogue 
As I was finishing my 

research for this story I 
came across one more 
item of  interest:

In July of  1916 a young 
woman in Fort Worth 
awoke at 2 a.m. to a man 
touching her shoulder. 
She rose up in bed and 
he grabbed her by the 
throat and threatened to 
kill her. 

But she managed to 
scream, awakening her 
three sisters who all 
screamed, which awak-
ened her parents. The 
man had a long knife in 
his hand. After he fled, 
it was discovered that 
he had used it to cut 
the screen. Nothing was 
stolen from the home. 
Fannie described her 
attacker as a young man 
wearing a white shirt, 
blue trousers, and a 
straw hat.

MYSTERIES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS 
RECORDED IN THE BRYAN 
COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE
Anthony Moody and Rebec-

ca Moody to Doyla Jessie, 
warranty deed

Christina Morrison, Chris-
tina Hanson and Seth 
Hanson to Andrew Alves 
and Koreena Getchell, 
warranty deed

Leland T. Mullins and Barba-
ra Ann Mullins to Christo-
pher M. Ribera and Krista 
Ribera, warranty deed

Alvin R. and Syble L. Franklin 
Living Trust to Kelli June 
Lemke and David E. Lem-
ke Jr., warranty deed

Ronald Dale Goad and Laho-
ma Gail Goad to Clinton D. 
Goad, warranty deed

Ronald Dale Goad and Laho-
ma Gail Goad to Scott T. 
Goad, warranty deed

Ronald Dale Goad and Laho-
ma Gail Goad to Taylor B. 
Goad and Kate A. Goad, 
warranty deed

Clinton D. Goad to The 
Durant Church of Christ, 
warranty deed

Scott T. Goad to The Durant 
Church of Christ, warran-
ty deed

Taylor B. Goad and Kate 
A. Goad to The Durant 
Church of Christ, warran-

ty deed
Ronald Dale Goad and 

Lahoma Gail Goad to The 
Durant Church of Christ, 
warranty deed

Bank of America to John 
David Thomas, warranty 
deed

David Wood and Kathy Win-
nett Wood to Bobby Joe 
Reid and Beth Christo-
pher, warranty deed

Jana L. Lucas, Jana L. 
Gaines and Michael R. 
Gaines to Brandon Beaver 
and Stephanie Beaver, 
warranty deed

Jerald Eugene Arthur and 
Shannah Lee Arthur to A 
B Knott LLC, quit claim 
deed

Felina Borchardt and Cody 
Borchardt to Albert Dale 
Banick, quit claim deed

Relipe D. Gaytan and Alma L. 
Gaytan to Michael Robin-
son, warranty deed

Benjamin Donat and 
Heather Donat to 
Camille-Brooke LLC, 
warranty deed

Jack L. Proffer and Janie M. 
Proffer to John T. Proffer 
and Kelli L. Proffer, war-
ranty deed

Jan. 3
Durant Newcomers meet 

at 11 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 
3 for a luncheon at 401 N. 
Fourth Ave. with host-
ess LaWanda Lynn and 
co-hostesses Celeste Jus-
tus and Natalia Duval.

Jan. 12
The 37th Annual Ben-

nington Young Farmers 
Barbecue will be Satur-
day Jan. 12 at the Harold 
Chitwood Community 
Center in Bennington 
from 5-8 p.m. with a pie, 
cake and other items 
Auctioned off  starting 
at 6 p.m. There will be 
to-go orders. The event 
will benefit the youth of  
Bennington 4-H and FFA 
who are participating 
in the Bryan County 
Junior Livestock Show. 
For more information, 
call 847-2310 Ext 276. The 
local show will be Jan. 
26 at 11 a.m. at the Ag 
Building. The barbecue 
is sponsored By Albany 
Masonic Lodge #159.

Ongoing
Clothes Closet First 

Baptist Church hosts a free 
clothes closet for anyone 

in need of  clothing. The 
closet features, shoes, 
coats and other types 
of  clean, serviceable 
clothing. The closet is at 
217 N. 2nd St. in Durant 
across from the church. 
It is open the second 
Friday of  each month 
from 9 a.m. to noon. The 
closet accepts donations 
from 9 a.m. to noon each 
Wednesday.

Child Find is a search 
for all children with 
disabilities who are not 
receiving a free, appro-
priate, public education. 
This applies to children 
between the ages of  
birth and twenty-one 
years of  age, who have 
not yet graduated from 
high school. Caddo 
Public Schools offers full 
educational opportuni-
ties for all students. If  
you suspect your child 
may have a disability, 
or know of  a child with 
a disability who is not 
receiving a free, appro-
priate, public education, 
please contact Caddo 
Public Schools.

Big Five Head Start is a 
free child development 
program designed to meet 

the needs of  3-and-4 year-
old children. Eligibility is 
determined by the child’s 
age and family income 
based on the 2018 Family 
Income Guidelines. Ten 
percent of  enrollment 
must be made available 
to children with disabil-
ities. Heath screenings 
and transportation is 
provided for qualifying 
children. For more infor-
mation, call 924-7404 or 
924-5331. Applications are 
available at Jackie Wat-
son Child Development 
Center, 3725 W. Arkansas 
St. and 1502 N. First Ave.

Durant Masonic Lodge 
No. 45 holds its breakfast 
on the third Saturday 
of  each month from 6:30 
a.m. until 10 a.m. at the 
lodge on the corner of  
Gates and University. 
Cost is $5 per plate.

The Disabled American 
Veterans, “DAV” has five 
certified Service Offi-
cers that are located in 
the VFW post at 123 S 
2nd Ave here in Durant. 
These service officers 
attend training and get 
recertified each year. 
The purpose of  the 
certification is to be sure 

all the service officers 
are current on all new 
forms and procedures 
that are necessary to 
file claims for Veterans 
and their families. The 
hours are 11 am to 3 pm 
Monday through Friday. 
If  it is not possible for 
the veteran to make 
these hours due to work 
or what ever we will do 
appointments. Just call 
the Commander, Don 
“Pappy” Papin at 580 
634 2905 and set up an 
appointment.

The Bryan County 
Magnolia Garden Club 
monthly third-Mon-
day morning meetings 
convene in the homes of  
different members each 
month from September 
through May. Times of  
meetings will be posted 
in advance.

The Hendrix Community 
Center has a game night 
from 5-7 p.m. the first 
Saturday of  each month.

The Lighthouse of Colbert 
will have a gospel sing-
ing at 7 p.m. the second 
Friday of  each month. 
The church is located at 
346 Somers Ave. south of  
the post office.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Dear Annie: I 
have a good friend 
who has been like a 
kid brother to me. 
He has always been 
a very thoughtful, 
caring, respectful 
man whom I’ve got-
ten along great with. 
This man has autism 
and borderline intel-
lectual functioning, 
so I have always explained 
things so that he can better 
understand. I have had him 
over for a meal on several 
occasions; we enjoy playing 
board games, and I have 
taken him on a few day 
trips.

We care deeply for each 
other, not in a romantic 
way but like siblings. Enter 
his on-again, off-again 
girlfriend, who is physi-

cally, verbally and 
financially abusive. 
She has had him 
in tears, left marks 
on him and broken 
his glasses. She 
isolates him. She is 
an alcoholic whose 
behavior gets very 
bizarre, as well as 
dangerous, when 
she is drunk.

I have tried to get him to 
think for himself  regarding 
her, but I have also told him 
that he doesn’t deserve to be 
hit or called nasty names or 
ridiculed.

He has confided to me 
that he is very unhappy, 
sometimes calling me for 
help, but later has gotten up-
set with me. The girlfriend 
is constantly harassing him 
over our friendship, so now 

he will not speak to me. I 
have called adult protective 
services; I don’t know what 
else I can do.

I am heartbroken that 
I have been cast off  to the 
side. I thought I was his 
friend, his sister. The worst 
part is knowing that he is 
being abused and suffering 
in silence. I’ve tried to con-
tact him, but he gets very 
upset over that. I feel as if  
I have lost my best friend, 
my brother, to a woman 
who treats him horribly. 
— Missing My Brother in 
Wisconsin

Dear Missing: Calling 
adult protective services 
was the right thing to do, 
and you should continue 
to call to report incidents 
of  abuse. I understand 
that you feel hurt, but it’s 

important that you not 
take this personally. He 
has not cast you aside; he 
has become a victim of  
abuse. Be careful not to try 
to force his behavior, e.g., 
issuing an ultimatum that 
you can’t continue being 
friends with him while he 
dates her. That would only 
leave him feeling more iso-
lated. So as hard as it is to 
watch him be subjected to 
this abuse, try to stay in the 
picture. You can help him 
make a safe escape plan 
when he’s ready. See the 
article “Supporting Some-
one Who Keeps Returning 
to an Abusive Relationship” 
on the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline website 
(https://www.thehotline.
org), or call the hotline (800-
799-7233) for guidance.

BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

MUTTS

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

HI AND LOIS

MARVIN

By Dean Young and John Marshall

By Mort, Greg and Brian Walker

By Patrick McDonnell

By Chris Browne

Written by Brian & Greg Walker; Drawn by Chance Brown

By Tom Armstrong

Today’s Answer

BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU By Dave Green
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Difficulty Level1/01

Today’s Solution

THE FAMILY CIRCUS
By Bill and Jeff KeaneDENNIS THE MENACE

Hank Ketcham’s THE LOCKHORNS
By Bunny Hoest & John Reiner

ASK
ANNIE
Advice

Loved one in abusive relationship

CRYPTOQUOTE

CRYPTOQUOTE ANSWER: New Year’s Day. A fresh start. A new chapter in life waiting to 
be written. — Sarah Ban Breathnach
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Published in the Durant Demo-
crat 12/25/2018 & 1/1/2019
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. CJ-2018-99
CATHERINE L. SMITH,
Plaintiff,
vs.
JO DUKES;
DONNIE DUKES, deceased: 
and
THE OCCUPANTS OF THE 
PREMISES,
Defendants,
ALIAS NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE
Notice is given that on the 18th 
day of January, 2019, at 10 
A.M., westside of Courthouse, 
in the City of Durant, Bryan 
County, Oklahoma, the under-
signed Sheriff of the County will 
offer for sale and sell for cash, 
at public auction, to the highest 
and best bidder, with appraise-
ment, all that certain real estate 
in Bryan County, Oklahoma, to 
wit:
Lot 4, Block 290 in the City of 
Durant, Bryan County, Oklaho-
ma, f/k/a 519 W, Mississippi St., 
Durant, Oklahoma;
subject to taxes, and tax sale, 
the property being duly ap-
praised at $12,000.00. The sale 
is subject to confirmation by the 
District Court of Bryan County, 
Oklahoma. Minimum bid al-
lowed shall be two-thirds that 
appraised value.
Sale will be made pursuant to 
an Order of Sale issued upon a 
judgment entered in the District 
Court of Bryan County, Oklaho-
ma, in Case No. CJ-2018-99, 
wherein Catherine L. Smith is 
Plaintiff; Jo Dukes and Donnie 
Duke, deceased are Defen-
dants, to satisfy the judgment of 
the Plaintiff against the Defen-
dants in this cause for the sum 
of $3,200.00, with 8.0% interest 
per annum thereon from the 
1st day of August, 2017, until 
paid; and in addition thereto 
Liability Insurance payments of 
$2,073.00; Yearly property tax-
es of $3,313.76; reasonable at-
torney’s fee, and for all costs of 

this action and for all advances 
by Plaintiff, if any, for taxes, in-
surance premiums, or expens-
es necessary for the preserva-
tion of the subject property; and 
for all costs of this action, all by 
reason of Defendants’ default 
on the lien sued on herein, for 
all sums of which let execution 
issue.
Witness my hand this 21st day 
of December, 2018.
/s/Johnny Christian #01
Sheriff of Bryan County, Okla-
homa
Chris D. Jones OBA No.21247
Jones Law, PC
113 N. 3rd Ave.
Durant, Oklahoma 74701
Telephone (580)924-1444
Fax (580)924-0444
www.joneslawpc.net
Attorney for Plaintiff
LPXLP
Published in the Durant Demo-
crat 1/1/2019.
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
BRYAN COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
Case No. CJ-2017-00153
Judge Mark Campbell
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR 
STRUCTURED ASSET SE-

CURITIES CORPORATION 
MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 
2006-RF4,
Plaintiff,
v.
GREGORY L. STONE AKA 
GREGORY LYNN STONE; 
SPOUSE, IF ANY, OF GREGO-
RY L. STONE; RITA A. STONE 
AKA RITA ANNE STONE; 
SPOUSE, IF ANY, OF RITA A. 
STONE; AND JOHN DOE OC-
CUPANT
Defendant (s).
NOTICE OF HEARING MO-
TION TO CONFIRM SHER-
IFF’S SALE
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO: Greg-
ory L. Stone; Spouse, if any, 
of Gregory L. Stone; Rita A. 
Stone; Spouse, if any, of Rita 
A. Stone; John Doe, Occupant, 
and their unknown successors 

and assigns, that the hearing 
on the above Motion to Confirm 
Sale is set on the 15th day of 
January, 2019, at 9:30 o’clock 
a.m., before Judge Campbell, 
at the Bryan County Court-
house, Durant, Oklahoma.
SHAPIRO & CEJDA, LLC
770 NE 63rd St
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-6431
(405) 848-1819
Attorneys for Plaintiff
File No. 17-130945
LPXLP

LEGAL NOTICES

classifieds
LOCATION AND HOURS OF OPERATION
Our office is located at 200 W. Beech St., Durant, OK

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday

For your convenience we now accept  
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover 

DEADLINES
TUESDAY Noon MONDAY
THURSDAY Noon WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY Noon FRIDAY

ADVERTISERS, PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADS
Any errors must be reported to our office no later than noon the 
day following the first insertion. In no event does the Durant Dem-
ocrat assume liability in excess of the cost of the ads in error.

5 EASY WAYS TO PLACE  
YOUR AD WITH US

CALL: 580-634-2151    FAX: 580-924-0962
EMAIL: customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

STOP BY: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK
MAIL: 200 W. Beech St., Durant OK 74701

WRITE YOUR AD HERE (approximately 20 letters per line)

DurantDemocrat

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom, Country 
living in town. Total 

electric, all 
appliances, water, 

sewer, garbage, pest 
control included. 
Monthly $650 

49th Street

580-924-2822
60734091

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

&
SUBMIT YOUR AD EARLY 
FOR MAXIMUM RESULT

Introducing Our 3 Day Package Deal
INCLUDES: 

• 10% Off Total Price.
• Publishes 3 Editions (Sat, Tues, 
Thur) in the Durant Democrat.

Submit your Ad today, 
call 634-2151 or email us at 

customerservice@durantdemocrat.com

**Price based on word count (16-word min., $15.12 min)

Durant Democrat now publishes on Tuesday, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 LPN or RN for dayshift 

charge nurse Monday-Friday 
and a dayshift charge nurse 

for our memory unit 
Monday-Friday 
Come join our team! 

Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 
in Colbert 

Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 
Administrator or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 LPN or RN for nightshift 

charge nurse on our 
memory unit 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 

in Colbert 
Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 

Administrator or 
Heather Mitchell, Administrator 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 nurse for the position of  

Assistant Director of 
Nursing 

Come join our team! 
NOW OFFERING HIGHER WAGES 

Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 
in Colbert 

Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 
Administrator or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Handyman for Commercial 
and Residential, Maintenance 
and Repair, Interior/Exterior, 
Carpentary and Lawn Work
Roger Spaulding Call 
5805791395

MANAGEMENT POSITION 
AVAILABLE

 
Pay commensurate with education and experience
Responsible for managing a private gated community
Directing day to day operation, and overseeing  

approximately 7 employees
And other functions assigned by board of directors
 
Required Qualifications include:
5 years of management, facilities and operations experience
3 years in supervisory capacity
Strong knowledge of computer skills
 
Required Application Materials:
A cover letter is required
A resume is required
A list of 3 references is required
 

Applications accepted until January 8, 2019.
If interested and qualified, please contact;

Danny Bloodworth 580-465-4844 or
Kenny Clure 903-821-9330

ADVERTISING SALES 
PERSON WANTED
The Durant Democrat is looking  
to hire a sharp, energetic, and  

self-motivated sales person interested 
in selling newspaper advertising in the 

greater Durant market. Sales  
background is a plus but not  

necessary – we will train the right  
person. Position is mostly outside 
sales to local businesses, but will 

include some inside sales and clerical 
work. Account list is included, with 

incentives on expanding the list by up 
selling and cold calling. Good work 
environment for a great newspaper. 
Must be dependable and have your 
own transportation with insurance. 

Interested parties may contact 
sales manager Karen Brown at 
Karen@DurantDemocrat.com.

LEGAL NOTICES

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
HHHH Yesterday was 
intense, and you’ll manage 
to carry the same intensity 
into today. Make time to have 
a discussion with someone 
whom you have to answer to. 
Brainstorm about the pos-
sibilities. Tonight: Make the 
most of the moment.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
HHHH Others seek you 
out. If you have any plans, 
you might encounter some 
difficulty getting out the 
door. Enjoy the attention, and 

worry a little less about time; 
however, let another person 
know that you are running 
late. Tonight: Paint the town 
red.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHHHH Defer to someone 
else and get down to basics, 
if you find that a conversation 
takes on a confusing tone. 
Your optimism and willing-
ness to ask questions saves 
the day once again. Tonight: 
Listen to suggestions.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHHH Your answers are ir-
relevant to an associate. This 
person has a way of letting 
you know this fact, like it or 
not. A close loved one helps 
you understand what is going 
on with this person. Be open 
to this individual. If you can, 
leave controversy in 2018. 
Tonight: Accept an invitation.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
HHHH Nothing can stop you 
as long as you stay focused 
and resolute in your belief 
that solutions are out there. 
The unexpected creates 
havoc, but you’ll manage to 

emerge unscathed. Tonight: 
Let the fun begin.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
HHH You could be too 
concerned with a domestic 
matter. Until you resolve 
the issue, you might have 
difficulty staying centered 
and attending to other tasks 
that require your attention. 
A partner or loved one could 
be adding an element of 
confusion. Tonight: Say “yes” 
to living.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
HHHHH Keep communica-
tion flowing. You might won-
der exactly what someone is 
trying to say. The message is 
mixed, but you will come out 
OK. A partner gives you a jolt. 
Lately, this person has been 
prone to doing more of the 
unexpected. Tonight: Go to a 
favorite spot.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHH Be aware of a posses-
sive side or a need to dem-
onstrate that you are more 
than capable. Pull back some 
before reacting to a situation 
and expressing your feelings. 

In a few days, if you feel the 
same way, then perhaps you 
might want to look at your 
options. Tonight: Your treat.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21)
HHHH A family member 
wants to communicate, but 
this person could not be any 
vaguer if he or she tried. The 
unexpected occurs, which 
forces your hand with a child 
or loved one.. Tonight: Let the 
good times happen.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)
HHH You can trust your 
instincts only so much. You 
might want to ask more 
questions, though know that 
you could be taken aback 
by what you learn. Be gentle 
when approaching someone. 
Your creativity soars, and 
your energy is high. Tonight: 
In the whirlwind of living. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
HHH Somehow, you’ve fallen 
into the master-of-ceremo-
nies role. You might want 
to hear more about what is 
happening on the homefront. 

How you deal with another 
person could make a dif-
ference in the quality and 
direction of your relationship. 
Tonight: Leader of the gang.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
HHHHH To be success-

ful, you will need to detach 
from some surrounding flak. 
To gain in the long run, you 
might need to head down a 
specific path. Ask yourself 
whether doing so is worth it. 
Tonight: You call the shots.

HOROSCOPES

WORD SLEUTH ANSWERS:
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 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Calera Manor Nursing Home 

is seeking caring, energetic 
LPN or RN  

For weekend doubles 
position  

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 1061 N. Service 

Road in Calera 
Ask for Gwin Peteet, DON or  

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern Pointe Living Center 
is accepting applications for  
 CNA’s for 1st and 2nd shifts 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 

in Colbert. Ask for 
Malorie Weger, Assistant Administrator or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  RN’s 
Calera Manor Nursing Home 

is seeking caring, energetic 
Weekend RN Supervisor  

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 1061 N. Service 

Road in Calera 
Ask for Gwin Peteet, DON or  

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attention  CNA’S 
Calera Manor Nursing Home 
NOW OFFERING HIGHER WAGES 

is seeking caring, energetic 
CNA’S for 2pm -10 pm shift 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 1061 N. Service 

Road in Calera 
Ask for Gwin Peteet, DON or 

Heather Mitchell, Administrator 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

580-775-3623
580-924-9290

60716169

Timber 
ridge 

ApArTmenTs

Ask about our 
1, 2 & 3 

Bedrooms!
551 Wilson St
580-924-1222

60
73

39
99

 Attention  Licensed Nurses 
Are you looking for a change? 

Southern Pointe Living 
Center 

is seeking caring, energetic 
 LPN or RN for 2 pm – 10 pm 

Monday - Friday charge 
nurse on our memory unit 

Come join our team! 
Apply in person only at 101 Sherrard Drive 

in Colbert 
Ask for Malorie Weger, Assistant 

Administrator or 
Heather Mitchell, Administrator 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAPITAL AVAILABLE 
FOR BUSINESS,
COMMERCIAL  

& VENTURE CAPITAL.
$50,000 UP.

Call 580-509-5000  
or write

Jones and Jones  
Financial Service

348 W Maple Lane
Atoka, Ok 74525

WANT TO BUY

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 cyl-
inders or cases of cans. (312) 291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.com.

HANK HAS CASH WILL DASH! 
For old guitars, amps, mandolins, 
ukuleles, Gibson, Fender, Martin 
Gretsch, etc. Top dollar cash paid. 
40 years in Tulsa. 1-800-525-7273 
www.stringswest.com

LEGAL SERVICES

SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
DISABILITY CLAIMS Saunders 
& Saunders Attorneys at Law. No 
Recovery - No Fee. 1-800-259-
8548 DRIS. 

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE! For 
more information or to place an ad 
contact (405) 499-0020 or tollfree in 
OK at 1-888-815-2672.

OCAN123018

3.08” X 3”

OKLAHOMA CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING NETWORK
F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  C A L L  1 - 8 8 8 - 8 1 5 - 2 6 7 2

RUCKER 
FARM

PRODUCE

123 N. Franklin
Downtown Colbert, OK

580-296-2323

CLOSING 
FOR 

SEASON!
EVERYTHING 
ON SALE!!!! 

Legal marijuana industry had banner year in 2018

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) 
— The last year was a 
12-month champagne 
toast for the legal marijua-
na industry as the global 
market exploded and can-
nabis pushed its way fur-
ther into the financial and 
cultural mainstream.

Liberal California be-
came the largest legal 
U.S. marketplace, while 
conservative Utah and 
Oklahoma embraced 
medical marijuana. Can-
ada ushered in broad le-
galization, and Mexico’s 
Supreme Court set the 
stage for that country to 
follow.

U.S. drug regulators ap-
proved the first marijua-
na-based pharmaceutical 
to treat kids with a form 
of epilepsy, and billions of  
investment dollars poured 
into cannabis companies. 
Even main street brands 
like Coca-Cola said they 
are considering joining 
the party.

“I have been working 
on this for decades, and 
this was the year that the 
movement crested,” said 
U.S. Rep. Earl Blumenau-
er, an Oregon Democrat 
working to overturn the 
federal ban on pot. “It’s 
clear that this is all com-
ing to a head.”

With buzz building 
across the globe, the mo-
mentum will continue 
into 2019.

Luxembourg is poised 

to become the first Euro-
pean country to legalize 
recreational marijuana, 
and South Africa is mov-
ing in that direction. Thai-
land legalized medicinal 
use of  marijuana on Tues-
day, and other Southeast-
ern Asian countries may 
follow South Korea’s lead 
in legalizing cannabidiol, 
or CBD. It’s a non-psycho-
active compound found 
in marijuana and hemp 
plants and used for treat-
ment of  certain medical 
problems.

“It’s not just the U.S. 
now. It’s spreading,” 
said Ben Curren, CEO of  
Green Bits, a San Jose, 
California, company that 
develops software for 
marijuana retailers and 
businesses.

Curren’s firm is one 
of  many that blossomed 
as the industry grew. He 
started the company in 
2014 with two friends. 
Now, he has 85 employees, 
and the company’s soft-
ware processes $2.5 bil-
lion in sales transactions 
a year for more than 1,000 
U.S. retail stores and dis-
pensaries.

Green Bits raised $17 
million in April, pulling 
in money from invest-
ment firms including 
Snoop Dogg’s Casa Verde 
Capital. Curren hopes to 
expand internationally by 
2020.

“A lot of  the problem is 
keeping up with growth,” 
he said.

Legal marijuana was 

a $10.4 billion industry 
in the U.S. in 2018 with a 
quarter-million jobs de-
voted just to the handling 
of  marijuana plants, said 
Beau Whitney, vice pres-
ident and senior econ-
omist at New Frontier 
Data, a leading cannabis 
market research and 
data analysis firm. There 
are many other jobs that 
don’t involve direct work 
with the plants but they 
are harder to quantify, 
Whitney said.

Investors poured $10 
billion into cannabis in 
North America in 2018, 
twice what was invest-
ed in the last three years 
combined, he said, and 
the combined North 
American market is ex-
pected to reach more than 
$16 billion in 2019.

“Investors are getting 
much savvier when it 
comes to this space be-
cause even just a couple 
of  years ago, you’d throw 
money at it and hope that 
something would stick,” 
he said. “But now inves-
tors are much more dis-
cerning.”

Increasingly, U.S. law-
makers see that success 
and want it for their 
states.

Nearly two-thirds of  
U.S. states now have legal-
ized some form of medical 
marijuana.

Voters in November 
made Michigan the 10th 
state — and first in the 
Midwest — to legalize 
recreational marijuana. 

Governors in New York 
and New Jersey are push-
ing for a similar law in 
their states next year, and 
momentum for broad le-
galization is building in 
Pennsylvania and Illinois.

“Let’s legalize the adult 
use of  recreational mar-
ijuana once and for all,” 
New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said last week.

State lawmakers in 
Nebraska just formed a 
campaign committee to 
put a medical cannabis 
initiative to voters in 2020. 
Nebraska shares a border 
with Colorado, one of  the 
first two states to legalize 
recreational marijuana, 
and Iowa, which recently 
started a limited medical 
marijuana program.

“Attitudes have been 
rapidly evolving and 
changing. I know that my 
attitude toward it has also 
changed,” said Nebraska 
state Sen. Adam Morfeld, 
a Democrat. “Seeing the 
medical benefits and see-
ing other states imple-
ment it … has convinced 
me that it’s not the dan-
gerous drug it’s made out 
to be.”

With all its success, the 
U.S. marijuana industry 
continues to be undercut 
by a robust black market 
and federal law that treats 
marijuana as a controlled 
substance like heroin. Fi-
nancial institutions are 
skittish about cannabis 
businesses, even in U.S. 
states where they are le-
gal, and investors until 

recently have been reluc-
tant to put their money 
behind pot.

Marijuana businesses 
can’t deduct their busi-
ness expenses on their 
federal taxes and face 
huge challenges getting 
insurance and finding 
real estate for their brick-
and-mortar operations.

“Until you have com-
plete federal legalization, 
you’re going to be living 
with that structure,” said 
Marc Press, a New Jersey 
attorney who advises can-
nabis businesses.

At the start of  the year, 
the industry was chilled 
when then-U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff  Sessions 
rescinded a policy shield-
ing state-licensed medi-
cal marijuana operators 
from federal drug pros-
ecutions. Ultimately the 
move had minimal impact 
because federal prosecu-
tors showed little interest 
in going after legal opera-
tors.

Sessions, a staunch 
marijuana opponent, lat-
er lost his job while Pres-
ident Donald Trump said 
he was inclined to support 
an effort by U.S. Sen. Cory 
Gardner, a Colorado Re-
publican, to relax the fed-
eral prohibition.

In November, Demo-
crats won control of  the 
U.S. House and want to 
use it next year to pass 
legislation that eases fed-
eral restrictions on the 
legal marijuana industry 
without removing it from 

the controlled substances 
list.

Gardner and Massa-
chusetts Democratic Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren have 
proposed legislation al-
lowing state-approved 
commercial cannabis ac-
tivity under federal law. 
The bill also would let 
states and Indian tribes 
determine how best 
to regulate marijuana 
commerce within their 
boundaries without fear 
of  federal intervention.

If  those provisions be-
come law, they could open 
up banking for the mar-
ijuana industry nation-
wide and make it easier 
for cannabis companies to 
secure capital.

Blumenauer’s “blue-
print” to legalize marijua-
na also calls for the feder-
al government to provide 
medical marijuana for 
veterans, more equitable 
taxation for marijuana 
businesses and rolling 
back federal prohibitions 
on marijuana research, 
among other things.

“We have elected the 
most pro-cannabis Con-
gress in history and more 
important, some of the 
people who were road-
blocks to our work … are 
gone,” Blumenauer said. 
“If  we’re able to jump-
start it in the House, I 
think there will be sup-
port in the Senate, par-
ticularly if  we deal with 
things that are important, 
like veterans’ access and 
banking.”

BY GILLIAN FLACCUS
Associated Press 

Oklahoma shelter volunteer’s family secretly adopts dog
BY MICHELLE CHARLES
Stillwater News Press 

STILLWATER (AP) — 
When Hallee Fuqua began 
volunteering at the Hu-
man Society of  Stillwater 
in November, she was just 
trying to get her dog fix. 
She didn’t expect to actu-
ally lose her heart to one 
of  them.

But she did.
Then just before Christ-

mas break, she learned 
he had been adopted and 
thought she would never 
see him again.

“It’s one of  those things 
where you’re happy he’s 
going to have a home but 
you’re sad that you’re not 
going to be able to give that 
to him,” Fuqua told the 
Stillwater News Press .

She didn’t know her 
family was planning a 
Christmas surprise that 
would move her and oth-
ers to tears while increas-
ing awareness about shel-

ter pets.
The Oklahoma State 

University sophomore 
said she had been asking 
for a dog for Christmas for 
years but her parents were 
adamant that she wait 
until she graduates from 
college. So she settled for 
walking and playing with 
shelter dogs for the time 
being.

One of  them was a two-
year-old Plott Hound mix 
that had been picked up by 
Stillwater Animal Welfare 
as a stray. Humane Society 
director Jackie Ross-Guer-
rero said he’s exactly the 
kind of  dog that can be 
hard to place.

He’s big, weighing about 
70 pounds. He’s an adult 
dog instead of  a puppy. He 
looks a lot like a pit bull. 
And last, but not least, 
his name is Rambo which 
sounds tough and aggres-
sive. But what you think 
you see isn’t what you get 
with Rambo.

Hallee quickly learned 
that.

“For whatever rea-
son, she and he just had 
an instant connection,” 
Ross-Guerrero said.

Fuqua would visit Ram-
bo regularly and take him 
for walks but she says un-
like other dogs, he didn’t 
want to run or play. He re-
ally just wanted to sit and 
soak up her affection.

“He was quiet,” Fuqua 
said. “A lot of  the dogs 
would bark but he just sits 
there … He is a ginormous 
cuddler. He thinks he’s a 
giant lap dog.”

As Fuqua became more 
and more attached to 
Rambo, she started send-
ing her parents photos and 
videos of  him.

It finally triggered some-
thing in her mom Jessica 
Fuqua, who said there was 
something about him from 
the moment she saw his 
face.

“I just knew he belonged 
here. I’ve said ‘No’ long 

enough,” Jessica Fuqua 
said. “I think he belongs in 
our family.”

So the Fuquas began 
plotting to pull off  a sur-
prise adoption.

Hallee Fuqua’s dad 
Lance Fuqua contacted 
Ross-Guerrero and asked 
if  there was a way for 
them to adopt Rambo even 
though the Human Soci-
ety doesn’t hold animals 
and the family wouldn’t 
be able to pick him up for 
a few weeks.

It’s not something the 
organization would nor-
mally do, but Ross-Guerre-
ro had observed the bond 
between Hallee Fuqua and 
Rambo and she wanted 
him to have a good home.

“I just said, ‘We’ve got 
to make this happen,’” she 
said.

She had to keep the 
secret for weeks while 
Hallee Fuqua continued 
to volunteer, which also 
meant keeping Rambo 
listed as available on the 

Humane Society’s social 
media accounts so Hallee 
Fuqua wouldn’t suspect 
anything.

Then about a week ago, 
someone commented 
on the listing and asked 
if  he was still available. 
Ross-Guerrero had to re-
ply that he had been adopt-
ed. Everyone had hoped 
that wouldn’t happen be-
fore the Fuquas came to 
get him.

When Hallee Fuqua 
saw it, she was broken, 
Lance Fuqua said. She 
had planned to stop by 
and visit Rambo before 
she headed home to Seil-
ing for break and now she 
thought she had missed 
her chance to say goodbye.

Watching his daughter’s 
heartbreak was tough, but 
it ultimately made the sur-
prise even better, Lance 
Fuqua said.

Hallee Fuqua said the 
family was at home re-
cently and her parents 
had told her not to look be-
cause they were carrying 
Christmas presents into 
the house. Then she got a 
text from her mother ask-
ing her to open the front 
door for her dad.

He was waiting in the 
front yard with Rambo, 
who was wearing a set of  
Christmas antlers.

In the video the family 

posted to Facebook, Hal-
lee Fuqua looks confused 
then dissolves into tears 
when she sees the dog, 
who immediately runs 
into her arms.

“It took her a minute to 
process that it was Ram-
bo,” Lance said.

The Fuquas say they 
shared the video online 
and created a fundraiser 
on the post because they 
wanted to help the Hu-
mane Society of  Stillwa-
ter and raise awareness 
about other shelter pets 
looking for forever homes. 
The video got a strong re-
sponse on social media, 
with almost 20,000 people 
viewing it in the first 24 
hours and people com-
menting that watching it 
had made them cry.

It would be wonderful if  
every dog at the Humane 
Society could have the 
same kind of  happy end-
ing Rambo got, Ross-Guer-
rero said. People are miss-
ing out on some great 
family pets if  they don’t 
give adult dogs or bigger 
dogs like Rambo a chance.

“We have so many great 
adult dogs and cats but we 
get calls every day from 
people looking for puppies 
and kittens,” she said. “I 
try to tell them, ‘In eight 
months that puppy is go-
ing to look just like that 
dog.’”
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Sports mourns touchstones: 
Mikita, Taylor, McCovey
BY FRED LIEF
AP Sports Writer 

They were touchstones 
of  sports in the 1960s, and 
sports lost three of  the best 
in 2018: big-hitting Willie 
McCovey of  the San Fran-
cisco Giants; Jim Taylor, the 
punishing Green Bay Pack-
ers fullback; and Stan Miki-
ta, the embodiment of  pow-
erful Chicago Blackhawks 
teams.

Mikita, the first to play 
in the NHL from what was 
then Czechoslovakia, spent 
all of  his 22 seasons with 
Chicago. If  fans need any 
reminder of  what he meant 
to the team they can turn to 
his statue outside the arena.

Taylor may have been 
born in Louisiana and fin-
ished his career in the bay-
ou with the Saints, but no 
one was better suited for 
the unforgiving demands of  
Green Bay winters and its 
mythologized “frozen tun-
dra.”

McCovey, with the looping 
left-handed swing, has not 
just a statue in San Fran-
cisco but a body of  water 

named for him — McCovey 
Cove, where home run balls 
to right field go to rest in the 
bay.

Each arrived just as the 
1950s was going through its 
last paces and sports had 
yet to become a round-the-
clock corporate behemoth. 
They were inextricably tied 
to city and team, their leg-
acies burnished as the de-
cades passed.

STAN MIKITA
He gave hockey the curved 

stick blade — not that his 
shot needed a new layer of  
trickery - and gave Chicago 
a hockey team that would 
win its first championship 
in more than 20 years and 
become a perennial force.

Mikita , who died at 78, 
combined with Bobby Hull 
and goalie Glenn Hall to 
send the Blackhawks to the 
1961 Stanley Cup title. The 
team lost in the finals the 
next year. Mikita, a nine-
time All-Star, led the league 
in points four times.

He is the only player to 
win the Hart (MVP), Art 
Ross (scoring) and Lady 
Byng (sportsmanship) tro-

phies in the same season, 
doing so in 1967 and 1968. 
The Lady Byng was of  par-
ticular note considering 
that early on he ran up pen-
alties, trying to show at just 
5-foot-9 he could take on 
the big boys. Later, he was 
among the first to wear a 
helmet.

“He utterly transformed 
his playing style in his 
prime,” NHL Commissioner 
Gary Bettman said.

The Blackhawks record 
book is clogged with Miki-
ta entries. His was the first 
team jersey retired. That 
was in 1980, three years be-
fore he joined the Hall of  
Fame.

“He embodied the Chica-
go Blackhawks,” team presi-
dent John McDonough said.

JIM TAYLOR
Straight out of  central 

casting, Taylor owned the 
role of  the punishing, un-
relenting fullback, all blood 
and grit and guts.

Vince Lombardi came 
to the Packers a year after 
Taylor, and the coach had 
his man to lead his ground 
forces — the vaunted Green 

Bay “Sweep,” with pulling 
guards making way for Tay-
lor and Paul Hornung.

Taylor , a Hall of  Famer 
who died at 83, helped the 
Packers win four champion-
ships, including the first Su-
per Bowl in which he scored 
the first touchdown. He 
had five straight seasons in 
which he ran for 1,000 yards. 
In 1962, he was the MVP.

Taylor was often com-
pared to Jim Brown, but 
Lombardi saw a difference.

“Jim Brown will give you 
that leg (to tackle) and then 
take it away from you,” the 
coach said. “Jim Taylor will 
give it to you and then ram it 
through your chest.”

That ethic was clear in 
the 1962 championship 
against the New York Gi-
ants on a freezing day with 
fierce wind. Taylor, hound-
ed by linebacker Sam Huff, 
needed seven stitches for a 
gashed elbow at halftime. 
His tongue was bloodied. Af-
ter Green Bay’s 16-7 victory, 
teammate Jerry Kramer re-
called a shivering and spent 

NWH students wins Hoop Shoot

Photo provided | NWH

Congratulations to Northwest Heights Third grader Cameron Brown for winning the boys 8-9 year old division of the Elks Hoop Shoot 
Contest. Cameron qualified to go on to regionals in January.

Bills tackle Kyle Williams retiring after 13 seasons

ORCHARD PARK, 
N.Y. (AP) — Defensive 
tackle Kyle Williams is 
retiring at age 35 after 
13 seasons, a decision 
that leaves the Buffalo 
Bills without their most 
respected leader and 
longest-active tenured 
player.

Buffalo’s season fi-
nale against Miami on 
Sunday will be his last 
game, he said Friday.

“This isn’t easy. It was 
never going to be,” he 
said on the team’s Twit-

ter account. 
“There’s no perfect 

time to retire from a 
game, a franchise and a 
city that means so much 
to me and my family. 
But it’s time to hang up 
my cleats.”

He closed his state-
ment by saying: “I could 
not be more grateful to 
retire as a lifelong Buf-
falo Bill. One last time, 
I’ll see you on the field 
on Sunday.”

His announcement 
comes two days after 
he was noncommittal 
about his career beyond 
this season.

“Just trying to finish 
the season out strong, 
trying to help these 
guys get better. So I try 
not to dive too far into 
it,” he said then. “Any-
thing like that will be 
handled at the appropri-
ate time.”

Williams briefly con-
sidered retiring after 
the 2016 season before 
returning to play af-
ter Buffalo hired coach 
Sean McDermott. He 
then signed a one-year 
contract this past March 
after the Bills reached 
the playoffs to end a 
17-season drought.

Off  the field, Williams 
has been the team’s un-
questioned leader and 
a fan favorite. On the 
field, he’s shown no 
signs of  losing a step.

Williams was drafted 
out of  LSU in the fifth 
round in 2006. Out of  954 
defensive plays through 
15 games, he is second 
among Bills defensive 
linemen in playing 621 
of  them — four fewer 
than pass-rusher Jerry 
Hughes.

He has five sacks to 
match his total last year, 
and the most since Wil-
liams had 5 1/2 in 2014. 

And his 13 quarterback 
hits and five tackles for 
a loss match last year’s 
totals while playing on 
a defense that’s jumped 
from finishing 26th in 
yards allowed last sea-
son to currently rank-
ing second.

“You never want to be 
someone that is falling 
way off  or dragging a 
leg out there,” he said. 
“I’ve got a very high 
standard for the way I 
want to do things.”

On Friday, Williams 
spoke fondly of  how 
much he and his wife 
have enjoyed Buffalo.

“I never lived outside 
of  Louisiana when Jill 
and I moved here at 22 
years old, but it didn’t 
take my long to identify 
with this city, with its 
people, with their atti-
tude and their loyalty,” 
he said.

“This place celebrates 
grit as much as it does 
talent and there’s some-
thing to be said for 
that,” Williams added. 
“Now I’m leaving at 35 
with five kids calling 
Buffalo my home. It’s 
just not like everywhere 
else, and it will always 
be a part of  me.”

Strong sense 
of inner 
peace helps 
Nick Foles 
perform well
BY ROB MAADDI
AP Pro Football Writer

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Nick 
Foles plays with a strong sense of  in-
ner peace because he doesn’t allow 
success or failure to define him.

Win or lose, he’s the same guy.
“My identity is rooted in Christ, not 

in my accomplishments,” Foles said 
a few days before he leads the Phila-
delphia Eagles (8-7) against the Wash-
ington Redskins (7-8) in another big 
game.

The Eagles would earn the NFC’s 
final wild-card berth if  they win Sun-
day and the Vikings (8-6-1) lose at 
home against the Bears (11-4).

Foles has performed well at quar-
terback in high-pressure situations 
the past two seasons while filling in 
for Carson Wentz. He’s 5-0 in must-
win games and earned Super Bowl 
MVP honors in a win over New En-
gland last February.

“Playing in the Super Bowl is really 
a big stage but I remember staying in 
the moment, not worrying about the 
clock, not worrying about the score,” 
Foles said. “It was peaceful, which it 
shouldn’t be, but it was.”

He said he hasn’t mastered his 
“stay-in-the-moment” philosophy but 
he’s working on it daily.

“I still have to remind myself,” 
Foles said. “There are times you get 
overwhelmed, you get excited think-
ing about all the things you want to 
accomplish. … I’m still learning. I 
don’t have it conquered.”

The Eagles were on the verge of  
playoff  elimination when a back inju-
ry forced Wentz out of  the lineup ear-
lier this month, but Foles came to the 
rescue again.

He helped the 13 ½-point underdog 
Eagles beat the Los Angeles Rams 30-
23 on the road, and set a franchise-re-
cord with 471 yards passing in a 32-30 
comeback win over Houston last week.

Teammates have raved about Foles’ 
leadership skills and confidence.

“He’s extremely calm. He’s always 
exuding positivity,” tight end Zach 
Ertz said. “He’s playing at an ex-
tremely high level. We love playing 
for him.”

Foles doesn’t get flustered when 
things go wrong. He doesn’t call out 
guys on the sideline or argue with 
coaches.

“There will be mistakes. I might 
throw a pick. I might fumble,” he said. 
“But what are we gonna do? That’s 
where we need to react and be confi-
dent and be positive.”

Staying consistent on and off  the 
field is important to Foles.

“When I step in the huddle, I’m 
not going to change, when we’re at a 
restaurant or out in public (I’m not 
going to change),” he said. “I want to 
be who I am. I want to be genuine, and 
I think that’s a powerful thing. “

Foles is 22-7 as a starter for the Ea-
gles over two stints since his rookie 
season in 2012. He has experienced 
plenty of  highs and lows — he was 
traded by the Eagles in 2015 and re-
leased by the Rams in 2016 — during 
his seven seasons in the NFL and now 
faces an uncertain future.

The Eagles are committed to Wentz 
as their franchise quarterback so 
they’re expected to decline an option 
to pay Foles $20 million in 2019, allow-
ing him to become a free agent. Foles 
became emotional talking about the 
possibility he has played his last game 
in Philadelphia.

“This city means a lot to me, this 
team means a lot to me, wearing that 
jersey means a lot to me,” he said. 
“I’m very grateful for every opportu-
nity to play here, to play in front of  
our fans, to wear that jersey no matter 
what. No one can ever take that away 
from me.”

BY JOHN WAWROW
AP Sports Writer 

SEE MOURNS, PAGE 8
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Taylor covering himself  
with a topcoat all the 
way home.

“You got to enjoy pun-
ishment,” Taylor once 
said, “because you are 
going to deliver so much 
of  it, and you are going 
to get so much of  it.”

WILLIE MCCOVEY
He never let go of  it. 

What if  he pulled the ball 
a few feet more? What if  
it had been a bit higher?

It was Game 7 of  the 
1962 World Series. The 
Giants trailed the Yan-
kees 1-0 in the ninth in-
ning but had runners on 
second and third with 
two out. McCovey was 
up and he scorched the 
ball, but shoulder-high 
and right at second base-
man Bobby Richardson. 
That was as close as Mc-
Covey came to a champi-
onship.

“I still think about 
it all the time,” he said 
four years ago.

But McCovey could 
also dwell on a career in 
which he hit 521 home 
runs and batted .270 over 
22 seasons, all but three 
with the Giants. The 
6-foot-4 slugger known 
as “Stretch” was the 
NL’s Rookie of  the Year 
in 1959, going 4 for 4 in 
his debut, and its MVP in 
1969. He was a six-time 
All-Star with bum knees 
who glided into the Hall 

of  Fame.
McCovey was born in 

Mobile, Alabama — as 
was his contemporary 
Hank Aaron — and died 
at 80, beloved in San 
Francisco. The Giants, 
of  course, meant Willie 
Mays. But Mays’ major 
league roots took hold 
in Harlem and the Polo 
Grounds. Bay Area fans 
had McCovey to them-
selves. And McCovey 
never lost touch, bask-
ing in the team’s eventu-
al World Series titles.

“Willie was a superb 
ambassador for the Gi-
ants and our game,” 
Commissioner Rob Man-
fred said.

Sports this year lost 
others who blazed paths:

—Anne Donovan , a 
pioneer of  women’s bas-
ketball, died at 56. She 
was 6-8 and a Hall of  
Famer who won cham-
pionships as player or 
coach wherever she 
went: Old Dominion, the 
Olympics, the WNBA.

—Broadcaster Keith 
Jackson , 89, was amia-
ble company for so many 
years across all sports. 
But especially in front 
of  a TV for a college foot-
ball Saturday, with Jack-
son ready for a “Whoa, 
Nelly!” when the mo-
ment was right.

—Roger Bannister, the 
British track great who 
died at 88, smashed one 
of  the mightiest barriers 
in sports in 1954 — the 
four-minute mile. But he 
would always insist his 

work as a neurologist 
mattered far more than 
his time of  3:59.4.

Baseball also said 
goodbye to third base-
man Ed Charles and 
his joyous leap after the 
Mets won the 1969 World 
Series; Tony Cloninger, 
the Braves pitcher who 
hit two grand slams in 
a game; Rusty Staub, 
the “Le Grand Orange” 
and restaurateur with 
more than 2,700 hits; 
Red Schoendienst, a St. 
Louis baseball lifer who 
at 95 had been the old-
est living Hall of  Famer; 
Wally Moon, the 1954 
NL Rookie of  the Year 
who helped the Dodg-
ers get to three World 
Series; Oscar Gamble, 
owner of  200 home runs 
and a resplendent afro; 
umpires Doug Harvey 
(nicknamed “God”) and 
Dutch Rennert, he of  
the bellowing strike call; 
and Wayne Huizenga, 
whose Florida business 
empire included not 
only the Marlins but 
the NFL’s Dolphins and 
NHL’s Panthers.

Basketball is now 
without the Celtics’ Jo 
Jo White and 76ers’ Hal 
Greer, champion guards 
who could hit a pull-up 
jumper like few others; 
Vic Bubas, the coach 
who set the foundation 
for Duke basketball; 
Frank Ramsey, sixth 
man for the mighty Celt-
ics teams of  the 1960s; 
Willie Naulls, among the 
NBA’s early black stars 

and winner of  three ti-
tles with the Celtics; 
Jack McKinney, coach of  
the “Showtime” Lakers 
whose career was under-
cut by a bicycle accident 
that left him comatose; 
Paul Allen, the Portland 
Trail Blazers owner 
whose passion for bas-
ketball did not prevent 
him from owning the 
NFL’s Seattle Seahawks; 
and Tex Winter, 96, one 
the game’s most insight-
ful minds and guru of  
the triangle offense.

Football mourned 
Dwight Clark , whose 
twisting touchdown sent 
the 49ers to their first 
trip to the Super Bowl 
and left the NFL with a 
peerless image of  “The 
Catch”; Billy Cannon, 
the 1959 LSU Heisman 
Trophy winner whose 
fine career as pro was 
followed by one in den-
tistry and time in pris-
on for counterfeiting; 
Tommy McDonald, the 
small, fleet receiver who 
teamed with Norm Van 
Brocklin on the Eagles’ 
1960 title team; coaches 
Chuck Knox, who led 
the Los Angeles Rams 
to three straight NFC 
championship games be-
hind his “Ground Chuck 
offense; Darryl Rodgers, 
who with the woebe-
gone Detroit Lions said, 
“You don’t have to be a 
Phi Beta Kappa to know 
we’re going in the wrong 
direction”; and Earle 
Bruce, an Ohio State 
patriarch who succeed-

ed Woody Hayes. The 
game is also diminished 
without Bob McNair, 
the Texans owner and 
founder who returned 
the NFL to Houston; and 
Burt Reynolds, the Flor-
ida State running back 
who never lost his love 
for Seminoles football all 
through his movie life.

Gone from hockey are 
John Ziegler, the NHL 
president who gave the 
league an international 
look but presided over a 
1992 players strike; Bill 
Torrey, general manager 
of  the 1980s New York Is-
lander dynasty and first 
president of  the Florida 
Panthers; Johnny McK-
enzie, the no-nonsense 
winger who led the Bru-
ins to two Stanley Cups; 
and Ab McDonald, who 
played on Mikita’s line 
during the Blackhawks’ 
1961 championship sea-
son. In the Saskatche-
wan prairie, a semi-trail-
er slammed a bus 
carrying a junior team, 
leaving 16 dead. Said To-
ronto Maple Leafs coach 
Mike Babcock: “It’s got 
to rip the heart out of  
your chest.”

Boxing’s losses includ-
ed Karl Mildenberger, 
the German heavy-
weight who went 12 
rounds with Muhammad 
Ali in 1966. In auto rac-
ing, it was do-it-all Dan 
Gurney, who won in NA-
SCAR, Formula One and 
IndyCar. In horse rac-
ing, it was Manny Ycaza, 
the 1964 Belmont Stakes 
winner who cut a path 
for Latino jockeys, and 
Ronnie Franklin, aboard 
Spectacular Bid for wins 

in 1979 Kentucky Derby 
and Preakness. In golf, it 
was two-time major win-
ner Hubert Green; and 
Bruce Lietzke, a winner 
who loved a good time 
and didn’t care much for 
practice.

Soccer grieved for 
Walter Bahr, the last liv-
ing player from the U.S. 
team that rocked En-
gland at the 1950 World 
Cup and the father of  
two NFL kickers. Ten-
nis no longer has the 
graceful Maria Bueno, 
a Brazilian trailblazer 
who won Wimbledon 
three times and four U.S. 
Opens. In gymnastics, 
Elena Shushunova, the 
Soviet who won the 1988 
Olympic all-around, died 
at 49. Bruno Sammarti-
no was pro wrestling’s 
workingman champion 
and longtime box-office 
draw.

Newspaper pages and 
screens are poorer with-
out Dave Anderson, the 
gentlemanly Pulitzer 
Prize-winning columnist 
for The New York Times. 
Likewise, The Associat-
ed Press with the death 
of  Jim O’Connell, the 
Hall of  Fame college 
basketball writer and 
resident courtside wit.

And dogs everywhere 
can raise a paw for Uno 
, the beagle who wowed 
the Westminster show a 
decade ago like no other. 
Said longtime dog com-
mentator David Frei: 
“He lit everyone’s fire.”

AP Sports Writers Jay Cohen, 
Genaro C. Armas and Janie 
McCauley contributed to this 
report.
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